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Born and died, June, 1824
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“HISTORIC GRAVEYARDS DOT THE COUNTY”

1 . e

by Dick Funderburk

Historic graveyards Elrovidc a highly visible and
valuable link to our local histories. They dot the county |
and tend to survive even afier many other man-made !
structures have long vanished. The large Decatur Cem-
etery is justly recognized as an important historic site and
resource, but there are other smaller cemeteries nearby
like Livsey Memorial and Rehoboth, which can also
instruct as well as direct us to further historical re-
searches.

Livsey Memorial Cemetery on LaVista Road near
Northlake Mall was founded in the last full year of the
Civil War as fighting raged around Atlanta. As at most
major battlefields, there were numerous “unknown”
dead and local veteran Robert Toombs Livsey donated
land for the burial of 22 such men in late 1864, thus
establishing the nucleus for Livsey Memorial Cem-
etery. Robert Livsey probably felt a close connection
with these men since he had early joined the Confeder- -

ate army and was wounded at the 1862 Battle of Second
Manassas.

continued on page 18 |
October 1997 Decatur Dispatch




Laiwnic Uraveyards, continued from page 1

His very name, Robert Toombs, recalls one of
Georgia’s leading antebellum political jeaders, who was
also a ﬁcl('{v secessionist. Robert Toombs had served in
the United States House of Representatives and Senate
during the 1840s and 1850s. He came close to being
elected president of the Confederacy and served as
congressman and peneral during the Civil War. Defeat
apparently did little to change his mind about southern
independence and he exilcg himself from the United
States for two years after the war and refused to take the
oath of a!.lcFance to his nation during the last twenty
years of his life. It isn't known if Robert Toombs Livsey
followed his namesake’s example, but he did name his
son Robert Lee Livsey,

Livsey Memorial Cemetery is still in use and so is
the nearby Rehoboth Cemetery on Lawrenceville High-
way just outside the Perimeter, Rehoboth is much larger
than its neighbor and contains some of the oldest graves
in DeKalb County, Ezekiel and Mary Reeves, for
example, were born in 1804 and 1805 respectively,
Founded by the Johns family, early plots were sold for
75 cents each and many of the carricst settlers found
resting places there. Individuals like W B. Jones (bom °
1836) and Margaret Jones (bomn 1845) could very well
have been some of the first children born in the rugged
frontier county of DeKalb. Further research in this area
would be an interesting project for local historians or
genealogists,

Cemeteries can also tell us other things about how
people lived or looked at life and death during earlier
times. One of the most tragic lessons to be leamed from
historic cemeteries is the high incidence of infant mortal-
ity. It is easy to look up statistics which impersonaily
show that infant mortality in the United States during the :
nineteenth century was often as high as 150 per 1,000
live births. As late as 1935, Georgia experienced 79
deaths per 1,000 live births - the 1993 rate for Dekalb
County was 12.7 per 1,000 before age one. Cemeteries,
however, tell a more personal tale. At Rehoboth Cem-
etery, for instance, Roxie Talton (1885 to 1915) gave
birth to three children in March 1903, October 1904, and
March 1905. All of them died instantly and her final
child, who was bom in January 1915 suffered the same
fate. Only thirty years old, Roxie herself died six months
later. The stones for these children are often adomed
with angels or lambs and contain heartfelt epitaphs, as
that in the case of the infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Claud Cook (at Rehoboth), which read, “Budded on
Earth, To Bloom in Heaven.”

Other graves exhibit a more philosophical and hu-
morous view of life and death. Nancy (1853-1944) and
| Henry (1854-1939) Talton chose to commemorate their
| resting place with this quotation: “Remember friends as
you pass by, as you are now so once was I. As [ am now
: 50 you shall be....prepare for death and follow me.”

If you have other historical graveyards you would

like highlighted, please contact me through this publica-
: ton,

Page 18 Decatur Dispatch
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