VENETIARN
FISTORY

The history of Venetian Pools dates
pack to 1928, when Walier Baker, a
World War ! Cavalry Captain, wounded in
combal, acguired well over 20 acres of
land, which included the present Scoit
Boulavard <D,.w®:m3 FPools properiy. éms
the help of two men, one whose job
was i keep the axes sharpened, Om“@,
Baker cleared the land at the pool site.
rmo ook the limberto a1 mmgw sawmill

d had it cut intoc boards, from which he
uc;r hiz home and the poclside buildings.
SWith a mule-drawn flat pan, he dug the
wools, which included an olympic-sizad
ap pool, a family pool, a diving poct, and
aba _< pocl He designed the filter system,
utilizing gravel, sand, and charcoal The
Venetian filier system was a mode! copied
oy oiher poot bullders for many years.

Members of the Baker family ran the
eools through the summer of 1985, After
the bathhouse burned down at the end
of the summer, the Baker family decided
10 sell the properiy and did not cpen the
pools in 1888.

The noriheast Atlanta and Decatur
sighborhoods surrounding the poois
nave been made more desirable as re-
idential areas because of the proximity
this well-designed cutdoor recreational
ility. The pools were badly missed by
.Eomn vho had come o depend upon
them as a cenier for summer social
activity, as well as an excellent place for
athietic training.
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VENETIAN
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

Neil Shulman decided that the way to
save the pools was to form a non-profit
corporation and to make the purchase
and restoration of the pools a commu-
nity project. Acting quickly, because
developers had already made offers for
the property, he organized thé Venetian
Community Association. An inierim
ooard of direciors composed of Dr.
Shulman; Tom Shim, a financial consul-
,mnm Carol Richard, an architect; and

vid Soloway and Jay McClure, both
mﬁo%mu\mu devised a plan o reopen ihe
pools under community ownership for
the 1887 summer seascen.They decided
to sell life memberships to finance the
initial  large capital outlay, which
included purchase price, construction
costs, and pool repalir. Life members wiil
have reserved places on the annual

- membership lists and voting rights in

the association. Life memberships can
be resold through the association to
prospective members. Funds for main-
tenance will come from annual fees,
discounied to life members. Member-
ships will be available on a first come
first served basis, giving priority consid-
eraticn o life members. The asscciation
is relying heavily on volunteer help 1o
keep the cost of the project as low as
possible and to foster community spirit.
When the pools are reopened, the
interim board will be replaced by a
board eiected by the life members.

I‘m“:_f a
Li
Family
Single Parent Family ......... 750
individual ... ... L. 500
ANNUAL DUES
Life Non-Life

Member Member
Famity $300 $500
Single Parent Family 225 3758

Individuat 150 256

‘Membership will be limited to 350
families and 150 individuals. Life mem-
bers will be given pricrily. Life members
can transfer their life memberships
through the association to the first pros-
pective new member on the waiting list

CALL 373-0302 TO #\OFC?:WWE
OR TO GET MORE INFORMATION.



NSNS MUl

APPLICATION

Name:
Qccupation:
Spouse:
Occupation:
. Address & Zip:

HomePh:_____ Bus Ph
Please list children and ages:
1.

LR O

1/We would like to sign up for the following:
____ Family Life Member and 1887 Annual Fee
. __ Single Parent Life Mem. & 1987 Annual Fee
—— Individual Life Member & 1987 Annual Fee
__ Family Non-Life Member 1887 Annual Fee
__ Single Parent Non-Life Mem. 1987 Annual Fee
—_ Individual Non-Life Member 1987 Annual Fee

. 1/We would be willing to do volunteer work
What kind?

Payment for life memberships is due now.
1287 annual fees will be due May 1. {After
1987, annual fees will be due January 1) A
10% refundable deposit is suggested im-
mediately for non-life members who want {o

hoid a space for the 1987 season. .

Checks should be made out to:
YVENETIAN COMMUMITY ASSOCIATION
and mailed with this form to:
DAVID SOLOWAY, ATTORNEY AT gﬁ.{

mﬁ.__.wmmcmb;mmaZ.GEEIm:m.mgaZm /
Atlanta, GA 30322 o

m%mi A\

VENETIAN COMMUNITY ASSCCIATION
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nd filters, Mrs. Dabbs gaid
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. " By MARY DABBS - ©
.. For The Dryid Hills Civic Association
A non-profit cofporation'is being estab-

%lighed “under’ the name of the Venetian -
~ Community. Association with the aim of

" maintaining the old Venetian Pools prop-
erty: on Scoit Boulevard for eommunity
recreational purposes. .

_“The pools, built by Walter Baker EE,

run by members of his family through the

summer of 1985, have played an impor-
~tant part in filling the recreational needs

of Druid Hills families. The pools did not

cpen in 1986 and were badly missed by
.. those who have included Venetian in their
_summer plans for many years.

IN 1928, WALTER BAKER, a World
War I cavalry captain, wounded .in com-
bat, purchased well over 20 acres of land,

“which included the pools site. With the

help of two men, one whose job it was io

keep the axes sharpened, he cleared the

iand for the pools. He tock the timber to a
- nearby sawmill and had it cut into boards,
' from ‘which he -built his heme and the

poolside buildings. He dug the pools with
“amule-drawn flat pan. He built the
.Olympicsized lap pool first. Later he
dded the other pools, which
amily pocl, a diving pool and a baby poel.
“He demigned the filter system, utilizing

gravel, sand and charcoal. The Venetian
filter system wes a model copied by
"pool builders for many years.

CAPT, BAKER completed work on the
pools in time to volunteer to serve in
: World War II. He was a morale officer for
. Bpecial Services and put on shows .to
‘entertain the troops.. L
. ‘Throughout their :history, the pools
_have heen a center for sucial activity, as

“‘well as a popular place for athletes fo.

¢ train.” Well- known political figures en-

' athletes, including Lesty Morris, Chicago
Bears World - Championship player, as

-well as residents of the surrounding-
' neighborhoods and students from nearby -

" univergities. The clubhouse, which hes

" favorite party spot for Tech and Emory
fraternities. In the old daye, the wet set
. favored the gazebo by the creek, which

was delicately perched on & long finger of

+ .of dry Decatur and Dekalb that governed
- glsewliere on the premises.

i, THE VENETIAN COMMUNITY Asso-

i+ ciation is presently engaged in & member- -

ship drive to raise capital to purchase the.
property, repiace the bathhouse which
burned down in 1985, repair the pools,

" and landscape the grounds. Members will -

. be. accepted on a first come-first. serve

~basis,” giving preference to those who

purchage family or individual life mem-
- berships. Revenue from the life member-

include a.

other

the
v Gee DRUID HILLS, Page 5A

“joyed Venetian along with members of the !
« ‘Atlanta Crackers baseball team and other

not been used in recent years, was once 2

" Druid Hills-

Fulton County, cafe from the prohibitions -

A

Becwy Smiree S5

THAT You May g~
TéHis o Yoo FILE,

WE APPRLLITE YINE

THE MEMBERSHIP drive got offtoa |

"Party on Jan. 29. A substantial number of ' ¢ -
those in attendance bought life member- ‘{7
ships and volunteered to serve on commit:""r,
tees, which include membership, facilities .
planning, programs, development and fi- -
nance, Committee members have been
working very hard to get all the necessary
planning done, so that renovation can
begin as soon as the association has title -
to the property.

THE ORGANIZERS of the Venetian
Community Association, and members of

" way” List in the Northeast stud.
successful start with a Save-the-Pools " r Y o

section of the city's 1986 and 1987 Com-
prehensive Development Plan Updates,)

Until that rew equipment is installed,
we have to hope for the best. If the lights
do;:malfunction, call the Atlanta Police

o ' first: 58-6821 (Special Operations, Traffic

Umﬁmwoﬁ ask for Capt. Forrester or Lit.
Wright). Ask that officers be sent immedi-
ately to handle traffic at the intersections.

its interim board, are Neil Schulman, a .
physician who had the idea that commu-
nity ownership was the way to save the -
pools; Tom Shim, a financial consultant;
Carol Richard, an architect; and Jay Mc-
Clure and David Soloway, who- are both
lawyers. The interim board is focusing on
work that needs to be done in order to
meet the scheduled Memorial Day open-
ing. The interim board will be replaced by
a board elected by the life members on
July 15, 1887, C

|
1
PONCE DE LEON TRAFFIC -

LIGHTS: The traffic lights on Ponce from
 Clifton Road all the way to Glen Iris were

_not working Tuesday morning, Feb. 10,

early in the morning just at the time -
people are geing to work and school. The

lights remained green for Ponce traffic -
and red for all the cross streets. During -
.past month or so, the lights have

Then call 653-7020 to report the malfunc-

" tioning lights to the Bureau of Traffice

and Transportation (the number in the
blue pages of the phone book is no longer

. 4&5.“ that bureau has moved to a new
' .:location near the Garnett Street Station
..mw.& has a new phone system).

.DHCA has been assured that we will

‘receive all necessary attention until the

new equipment is installed.
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" Continued From Page 4A

- failed to work too often. Evidently the
! equipment is very old, affected by “ex-
i treme cold,” and works just like old-
' fashioned Christmas lights: when one

.goes, they all go.

- Help is in sight. new eguipment has

_
, “ "been ordered and should arrive by March

1. (Signalization improvements for Ponce
"“-de Leon has been on the “Projects Under-
L FRARR - NS . o T

. .Bhips,  which can be resold through the -

. corporation, will cover the large initial

" capital expenditure. Annual fees will

cover the cost of maintaining the prop-

- erty. People interested in membership

-should ‘eall 373-0302 and leave their

names and telephome numbers, Volun-
. teers will return calls.
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STEVE DEAL/Staff

Above, the pouls at ibe Venetian Country Chab have been
ciosed since z fire ai the bathhouse two years age. At
right, cornmunity leader Thomas Shim (leaning on rail)
talks to local residents abowt the prospecis of buying
the pools frow current owners,

- City resid

By Keith L. Thomas
Staff Writer

Forget the whales. The rallying ery in
ogne Decatur community is “Save the
Pools!”

The recreational reservoirs in need of
rescuing are located at the Venetian Coun-
try Club, 150 Scott Blvd,, a place for family
gatherings, weekend picnics and communily
swim parties for more than five decades

g e

27l

s i

stroke and belly flop in the Venetian pools
~ have organized and raised approximately
§150,000 toward purchasing the property
before developers do. They say they don’t
want the pools replaced with condominiums
or houses. |

“I learned how to swim here,” said
Becky Smith, 27, as she pushed her 5-
month-0ld daughter Elizabeth in a stroller

“around the four waterless pools — one for

Liddina mamna farn Aitrore  mos fam Eormillen asd

ceep i

tion,” Mrs. Smith said. “I'm hoping Eliza-
beth will gel a chance to learn o swim
here just like I did.”

Although Elizabeth could only yawn at
the notion, a lot of people share her moth-
er's love and concern for the club.

Calling the place a country club is
somewhat misleading. Aside from the pools,
the complex consists of two wood-frame
huildingg picnic facilities, recreational ar-

-

heir old recreational spot

boasted the largest pool in:the city =150
feet long. Venetian was' one of the ‘few
places where families: could swim: before
the advent of public pools,. 1
Atlantans flocked to. the club to enjos
volleyball, baseball and dancing, #s wel
swimming and senning, In’the late 1030
Georgia Tech’s diving team' iised-one ‘of the
pools for training. There was the dccasional

wedding, social gathering or feen partv.if
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By Eeith L, Thomas
Staff Writer

Forget the whales. The rallying cry in
one Decatur community is “Save the
Poolst”

The recreational reservoirs in need of
rescuing are located at the Venetian Courp-
try Club, 158 Scott Bivd., a place for family
gatherings, weekend pienics and community
swim parties for mere than five decades.
Two years age, & blaze in the club bath-
house forced the complex o shut down, and
it's been closed since. Owners of ‘the three-
acre site have begun to entertain offer
from developers who want fe buy the prop-
eTty — news thai has caused the cominuuni-
ty o mnohilize.

More than 100 residents — many of
ﬁéﬁmqm:mm%mgwwmw%mmmmﬁowﬂwm&?
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stroke and belly flop in the Venetian pools
- have organized and raised approximately
$150,000 toward purchasing the property
tefore developers do. They. say they don't
want the pools replaced with condominiums
or houses,

“I learned how to swim here,” zaid
Becky Smith, 27, as she pushed her 5-
month-old daughter Elizabeth in a siroller
around the four waterless pools — one for
kiddies, ope for divers; one for families and
an. Olympic-size beauty built for the likes. of

Johnny Weissrnuller, R

“T remember dancing and drinking beer

college student,” said Mary

hore as a
Dabbs, 51, membership chairman of the Ve-

netian Communily Association. The non--

profit organization was formed by residents
on Jan. 20 at a “Save the Pool” party.
“This place is a neighborhood instilu-

tien,” Mrs. Smith said. “T'm hoping Eliza-
beth will get a chance to learn {o swim
here just like I did.”

Although Elizabeth could only yawn at
the notion, a lot of people share her moth-
er's love and concern for the club.

Calling the place a country club is
somewhat misleading. Aside {rom the pools,
the complex consists of {wo wooed-frame
buildings, picnic facilities, recreationzl ar-
eas and. at least {wo basketball hoops.
Members of the community association plan
to rebuild the bathhouse, landscape the
area, solicit family mermberships and — of
course — refili the pools. It is estimated
that renovations could cest az much as

$150,200. :

In 1928, Walter Baker Sr. cleared the
properity with an az and mules fo build the

family oriented complex. Al the fime, il

their old recreatioi

boasted
feet lo
places
the adv
Atl
volleyb
swimm
Georgi:
pools fi
weddin
the clu
held ev
els cro;
lit pool
" The
by selli
ilies in
hood. T




£

PUBASINOE ODG U0 QN 18 ezei BuneBRSEA NS 9 B SIBIDIYO SHLINTEOSC SRS RGN Y IDMMNAS

HEISAA0MYD MIATYD

Al

ROLD LTIy Oy RIMTTDE Bjueyy D

Fae

ac SH&L 81 ISNONY AVANAS

. JEnn oes yuen fom ssaupzfa:aﬁ
Wuegl, WEnoY) jsnl 3 oy gomw
os gnd IsUiel pueR Jomow Apy,

"TeBA JSE{ PIIP US [N §A67
Ul U3ERD S pUBYSHY I9Y Ioie uEl)
-Busj; DOFEUBUI OUM IB¥Rg IDLIjE
-5g JO pres oy | ‘ses 31 oyyf sul
3AES}] 0] pOJUEM JOWIOW AW g N
aapidun O popasu Afjesl ay,,
GQRIC 24 1B SUCTIBADHSI ISHI0
9RBW PUE I DIINGSS 0} SiUEM ay
PIES JSREY 'ASRGUUIR] 2YUj I0] SY
‘Aldadord Burgiom ale
SI0)[1] BUY 71 SHA3M Om} LI uado
-3l pmos sood oy ples Cir JoNeg
Jellep 3O mE[-Ui-12judnep ‘Jeyeq
yodeyy uedond {itn A[OB] 20} UO0S
MO SUTHLIRIRP DINOD UMUA 1U9)SAS
Ionqy veyl W Aungeis oW 8t 31

. A=p yoes sowy om) pedupgn
Iotes Buryuizp uwi Surwuirams, #oy
-SI1J8ApE pIevisod qmin L1000 Uen
-auaj B SEY ey 1RO} 2nsnun oS
ses WRSAS 19 Y] . SIRYIC B3
WIGI] 31 PSYSINFUNSIp JBU& ST 1B
gsond I, ‘PIES 2y  ‘BiBi0er) 1 219UM
-Aup WesAT I8 B SAky 01 jood
SUNBUITMS 1S3 oYl 2I8s IM,,

Janbiun,, alss piEs Joyeq UomUA
‘sursisds Burxey sjood su PAING)
urllausp ‘Buinuidaq ayj ulody

. TIA3D 2y} 931dsap poAIAINS 31 ‘Saeak
ueal 3y SULIND U3AT “BUWUIIAS
02 0} 2wo2 aary séemje aydosg

dwins v Jo 31g ¥ pey I9a0u 94,
pRIEIs
aageq zogennf myn Buifeid apus
aiFcom DIAGOG 51 Suiop SPIY 10CUIS

UZy sy seguawal ues g,
801
213U3 ploy sasa suondsoasy Fuippes
1eU0ISER00 puR ‘sjood 11 AnuBuig
24} §5042% 1iing sadpiig Buissoio
SISOV Ui ‘SmOus wojysey Fuiu
A3 PRU SUOSlAR(] DUB S.001M "Uos
-Bas-1J0 241 Butinp Bupmed Joj siood
) jo auo pasn wrest Suialp goaj,
B134030) 24} ‘Spg, alep sy uf |
Bunu
-IHIME S8 jjem 52 AHIOUED pUB (IRQ
-ssua ‘1308 ‘fjeq fsyoa Aolus ol Qs
3Y] ©1 DAL} SUBRUB[Y ‘DlEs iaNEQ
‘spg. Suplecy ayy jo wHy ayy 30

Fupod Tes AZIUROD UL 2SNESRY

"Ies 3y ‘gnjo ANUBod
e ury: 1005 Funteqied Ajunwuics
B Jo 2JoWl ‘aS0u} a0y o € el
Ses Gelj3Uap, NG ‘DIISTZa QRS 33BA
118 Y1y pies Jexeg ‘sjood ongnd
3O JUIAPE BY) 310I2Q WIIMS PIROD
saf[ime] alaym ejuepry B saoeyd
M3] 3] JO 200 SBA UBHBUIA
"$0211 Ay} Aeme [ney ot
S9Nl pasn pUE %E OB YllA PUE] 91
palea(s layeq Jopi2 2) PIes UOS ST
0661 UL “palg 13008 (ST 32 ‘qn[o 3y}
Sy} poustigeyse I Joyeq JOjEM

[ 1B34 3y J0) e
-uot Jrayy pred saey sjdosd ‘paied

1

~2X 31 24k o} 308 aa3p,, dn moId
BY 213 SPUNCIZ 2U} UG ISROY B3P
ur BUiiME 2[4 pole(rep ‘JIPUDO]
GG 3ie] 84§ Jo U0s I JeYeqg
ARy Cuede uade ag a3,

‘adosl JeAs
pieos onis Jonuonss sjeand oy o
2JMbUI pUR BUADS 2U) MILA 0 ARDID
185 Ag peddodp OUss SIUODISAI 08 Jo
HPEOR B Jo SUOC SEMA JOpiBd I aip
10 UOIIERNISRAUT 51 Denupugd JUINg
Medag 22y IMEISQ o0} SIUM

324 [[o1 pue [Je2 | usym jesdn
08 2 0} Buiod sJeyydnep AW ‘e
AP 07 UBIPIYD eul Joj ur afuwyd
ARG ¢} pasn I, ‘uvooudalie fep
~iIeg pres Joprey jesdn oF ‘asnog
-yieq syt reew jood Jeur ur da moad
wnaqe B0 Joudnep Aw ‘Aum,,

IS S5%0IRp Ayl A2AINS
03 pEy 21 paplasp Jopfe - WSTIpIL
J3HE ATMICYS UMOD DOUIRG PRY SEROY
-J1Bq JUWRIJ-POCHK ‘PIO-JER4-CC §.4NJD
a4} Jey) Wiy @ o) Summow Aep
-IMjES Pajied pUSLI] B UOUMm 0%
'seaze Jiuand pue [[ey souep ‘sjocd
aney s.q0[>. 8y} 18 pazZijeides pue
1eeYy JouMuns ay} jeaq 2Av] SUE)
-Ue{ly JO suoreseusl ssay) Alesu
YA ‘gn[) ANum0) wenjpusp SJam)
-203(] 0y Apwe; sy Buifung uoeeq
SeYy 1splag "ME ‘siead (7 104

B HRS
ipisun sueig Ag




	20241029102654768
	20241029102804262

