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{Sara Flanigan Carter, shown at home, was an author whose second néveI_Won the Towns
{In 1989, Two of her books were made into Lifetime TV movies, and she also wrote screenp
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By HOLLY CRENSHAW
herenshaw@ajc.com

. After St. Martin's published
her fust novel, “Sudie” Sara
~ Flanigan Carter went out and

* “duced .“Sudie - and ‘Simpson”
- -and “Wildflowers " the Lifetime =
. ‘movies based on her books, " -
. 4When 1 first read ‘Sudie; 1:

bought a how-to guide on writ-

effacing confession, .

ing books, It prompted a self- ,
niession, "';.-;'--._'justﬂoWedthx_‘oUgli'hef.”-'__ S

+-“I'm glad 1 didn’t read it be- = : _
- spiritual, and she loved deeply

fore I wrote mine she saidina
1990 Atlanta Jourral-Consti-
tution article, “or I never would

. Twice “divorced and with

four .children, Ms. Carter al- .

ready knew plenty about things
that were hard, She'd grown up

poor in Dacula, tiptoed around

“just about fell over,” he said, “It
‘was really 4 miraculous thing,
almost :like ‘she'd ‘written the g

book by mistake, but she said it

“But Sara was soulful and

-and cared deeply and somehow

- had a gift for getting all those
feelings on paper, 1 think the -

texture of the woman was what
-made the writing so good? -

childhood Jand mines of rac-

ism ‘and molestation, worked

Tenial jobs and cared for her

disabled sister, .

- Late .at night, after clean-
ing ‘apartments all day, the
50-something woman . started
sitting on her bed and filling up
spiral-bound notebooks inlong
hand, forging the raw material
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Hollywood brought contact

_with stars such as Lou Gossett
Jr., Patricia Arquette, Reese

Witherspoon, .- Sara - Gilbert,

~BeauBridges and Diane Keaton, -

But her agent, Irene Jurczyk of

“Asheville, N.C., said Ms. Carter

looked on the hubbub with WIY
amusement,

of her hard-scrabble life intoa ;ﬁ
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. “She was just :.'-hyst_ge_ri_ca_l_,” B
Ms. - Jurczyk said,"“She ‘came .. -,

~back from Hollywood and said .
 the whole place was run by 14

- Ms, Carter’s ability to in-
habit  her characters’. minds - L
-_."mayhaireb_eénhe;_'_g're_'atest gift, ..
<Ms. Jurczyksaid, -
~“She ‘had this. remarkable . ., .

ability ‘to ‘get inside a.child’s - .

head, almost like she could co-~ 2

experience something. 'msure - . g

watching children runthrongh ..
a sprinkler, for instance, that .-

Sara with her exquisite mind - .- .,

‘could feel it with them? - ST
. Survivors include two sons, ¢
‘Mike Schulman of Clarkston -+ .-
‘and Richard Schulman - of oy
‘Tucker; - another - daughter, ...,
Heidi Burger of Alpharetta; a' . «;.
brother, Jim Flanigan of Mon- -, (e
-1oe; two grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren, AR




6] couldn’t wait to get home
to find out what was going to.

- _happen inthe story,” she said. -

' Wntmg under -her’ rnazden ]
- name, Sara i‘lamgan “she pro-: |

duced #Sudie’: her ~visceral
reaction to the hateful rhetoric
that followed Dr. Martin Luther
ng Jr!s assassination. .

- "'Her .second mnovel,: “Allce,"
won a Townsend Prize in 1989
and both were made into enor-

. mously successful Lifetime TV

movies. She wrote screenplays,
infused her writing with the
redemptive power of love and
Tever cleaned
again,

from astroke at DeKalb Medical
Center, The funeral is 10 a.m.

today at Tom M. Wages, Law--
. renceville Chapel, -

apartments &

Ms. Carter, 75 of Tucker e
" died Tuesday of comphcatmns
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After she. gladuated from !

Tucker High School, she moved
to California and .bacic before
finding her voice as a writer.
“Writing was her way of fix-
ing things that were disturbing

"o her ‘growing up,)' said her :

daughter Julie Wofford of Stone

. Mountain,

“She was able to take things
that had touched her or things
that had hurt her and turn them
around” -

Ms, Carter, her daughter
said, was a naturai-born sto-
ryteller who worshipped “To
Kill A Mockingbird" and could
mesmerize a room with her
narrative flair,

Still, it was a shock when

she produced a novel, said her |
friend Dick Freed of Boulder |
who co-pre- |

Creek, Calif.,
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