Burning of brush obscures the

view of the Sage home, which -

was located on Brisreliff near {..7"

Clifton and destroyed in 1969

for the widening of Briarcliff """

Rd. snd commercial develop- i

ment, The home, believed o "

have been the largest residence

in the county, was built in the

18380's by [ra Sage of Atfania

as a summer place. Down the

o P, l( ) l() . hilt from the house at ane lime
Frovn IriCatly were a creek and Watson's mill.
" ! l i The site is said to have been
l[)(ﬂ) A, }3 Ay popular for the jarge scale en-
N e - teréa.:"r:mg.m the !2],7' oI hous?,
“ | o and the picnics the youngpeople

WA e L-:‘} . 11 l'p”" used to have at the mill,

EDUCATION

First school in the county was the
DeKalb County Academy, established
November 19, 1823, in Decatur.

Private schools provided education
for the settlers’ children until after the
Civil War, when public schools were
established.

An early private school was the
Stone Mountain Academy established
in 1838. It was on the corner of the
lot on which the high school gym is
now located. Stone Mountain could,
in the early days of its formal educa-
tion, boast a granite schoo! building,
which no other southern city of the
same size had.

From a modest start, DeKalb educa-

The home of John and Mary
Evans, early settlers of the
County, still stands on Hairston
Rd., pear Rockbridge Rd. in the
area known as Evans Militia Dis-
trict. John Evans was a charter
member of Pythagoras Lodge,
No. 41, Free and Accepled Ma-
sons, in Decatur.

Sacred Harp singing, an old refl-
gious musical form, is keptalive,
from the time when groups such
as the one below used to gather,
by annual singing conventions.
The singing is performedwithout
musical Instruments by using a
book that has shaped notes to
designats the four basic sounds:
Fa, sol, la and mi.
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THE CHARMING COTTAGB whlch is now the home of Mrs, J. A, Wluttmgton,
at 6074 Peachtree Road in North Atlanta,is beheved to have béen built for sec- .
tion hands worklng on the Southern Railroad, over 100 years'ago. Originally of
log construction, it'is now shmgled but the original ¢himney still stands, and is
still used, and just to the left of the chimney at the top of the house, one can see
where the Confederate Spy is helieved to have watched the actions of General
Sherman then staying at the House Plantation, just up-Peachtree Road.

MRS. J. A, WHITTINGTON, owner of the cottage seen above, poses on the stairs
which lead to the second floor where the Coufederate Spy once hid, The original
rafters can be seen in the ceiling, and the door facing leading into the original

dining room, can be seen at right, The house once was owneid by Russell Sage,
TN e N Y Y
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Mr, Walter McCurdy, Jr.
250 B, Ponce de Leon,
Decabur, Georgla

Dear Mr; McGurdy:

Mr, Scott Candler, Sr. requested that I send you some
copley of this article on the old Sage home, which ran in
the DeKalb New Era last week., He felt that the Historical
Society might be interested. T varliflied my facts as best
I could through Mr., Shepherd and his mother. The Sage
famlly has moved from Atlanta To north Georgla, and I was
unable Lo reach the son of the builder to geolt first hand
information.

I thought you might like to have a set of the pilcturaes
wa made in connectlon with the story., Mr., Candler and the
Indian relic are particularly interesting.

We appreclate what you are doing with the DeKalb His-
torical Socleby, and whensver we can be of help to you
let us know., Albo, whon you think of somethlng you
feel would make an inbteresting story, we'!d be glad Tto
hear about that.

Sincerely,
MW

(Mra.) Martha Frances Brown

MFB/sf



