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Candlers' Civil War Era Homesteac

Giving Way To New Subdivision

By ALICE PARK

DeKalh Historical Society
A big, old rambling farmhouse.
long a Jandmark on Kirk Rood in
South Decatur, was recenlly deiw
lished io make way for o new
developiment of 18 single {maily
homes, to be named sppropristely
enough Candier Onks.

This historic old- house was the
post civil war home of U.5. Senator
Milton Candler, built on the foun-
dation stones of his eriginal farn-
house that was burned in the Bat-
tie of Atlanta.

The story of that evenl reads
like a chapter vut of Gore With
The Wind My Candler was away
at war when his youug wife, Eliza

children (aged sever months te six
years) left by carriage on the nighl
of the evacuation of Atlanta in
September of 1864,

The oldest of the children,
Charles Murphey Candler, Sr .
wrote of his mother’s flight many
vears later in 1922,

“Hougehold goods and supplies
had been loaded for duys ou wuag
ong.in aniicipation of the tall ol
Atlanta,”’ he reported UWith hex
children in the carriage al the
yead of a refugee train composed of
slaves, horses, caitle and hogs on
foot, she hastily sturted some-
where, anywhere towards the
south, hoping to pob beyond the
reach of Federal raiders The sec
ond day a squad of calvary came on

the little caravan, destroyed every’

wagon and ‘piece of furupiture,
killed the cattle and hogs and

slaves
and horses. My other and her
children, nurse and drivet pacaped

enly beesuse they had gone ahead
several miles and were nol fol-.

jowed. They finally rvached Daw-
son, where a refugee camp hagé
lreen established.” .
MILTON Candier had bought
the 250-acre furm a few miles fron
Decatur Sguare-when he inavvicd

. Eliza Murphey in 1867

He waz the older biother of
three other distinguished DeKalb
County Candlers:: Asa- Griggs, of
Coca-Cola fame, Bishop Warren, &
founder and first president of

Emary University and John 8., &

Georgia Supreme Court Justice.

Eliza was the only child of an-
other prominent early Ducatur
family. Her father, Charles Mur.
served as & representative
and senatur in both the Georgi
Legislature and the U S, Congre
Flected as a DeKalh delegale

Lo

SE
Mimo
guve its name to thiy Decutur strect.

the Mitledgeville convention Lo
vote i seeession, ho is yuoied ag
saying thal he' prayed he would
never live .td -see the  day -that
Georgia' seceeded: from’ the Union.
Hia -prayer wae ‘answered as he
died the day, tiie couvention con-
vered. . TR B

Their original farm extended
down what i8 now Candler Streel
to the vicinity of Haucock Street,
with an avenue of Mimosa Trees
lining the long drive to the house.
'Phig accounts for the present Mi-
mosa Drive in‘that area, At thie

ined Entrance

Ar avenue of mimoss Lrees lined the drive 1o

sa Trees L

ol Gaorgiu,

the obd Candier home and

site 12 children weice boru te the
couple. Only six reached adult-
hood.

Decalur historian Caraline Me-
Kinney Clarke; a granddaughter of
the couple, heard many stories of
the farm. from her mother, Claude
Candler McKinney, who spent: her
sarly childheod there and always
veferred to the furm as “Out
Home” "after moving into down-
town Decatur.

She told that Col. John B, Gor-
don, war heru and bwice governo
was a frequent Sunday

afternoon visitor, He often rode his
horse over from his RKirkwuod
home to sit on the porch and
discuss farming and politics with
her father When My, Candler wus
elected 1o the UB, Congress in
1877, men of Decatur heid a torch-
Tight parade from the town sguare
to the furm — some on [eol and
some on horseback — with a long
line of flickering lights.

After 31 years on the farm, with
all of the children gone except for
two tittle girls, the Candlers
moved in 1889 to a smaller home
on' Candler Street near Agnes
Scott Coliege where Mrs. Clarke
gtill lives and where her mother
lived until the age of 96,

MRS. CLARKE recorded some
of her mother’s childhood recollec:
tions of the farm. "The dairy was
out by the kitchen door, where the
butter, milk and meats brought
from the smokehouse were kept in
cool, below-gruund depths. Down
the steep wouded hill east of the
house and across Big Shual Creek
were the servants’ cubins, and
under a huge vuk the spring was
located, where the clothes were
washed. There was a sheep lot
pack of Chestnut Hill, and two
vineyards. The wine cellar, under
“the big kitchen wing, held home-
made wines made chiefly for cook-
ing. The parlor with, lace Not-
Lingham curiains and a big square
piuno faced east with a buy win
“dow Back of it was the sitting
“poum where every night Milton
Candler had family prayers and

read the Bible by the light of a

‘kerosene lanp.”
When Gene Fink, who is devel

" oping Cundler Osks on 4.1 acres of -

the old farm went in, mnoeat of Lhe
surroundiiig ares described was
under a blankel of kndzu with only
cleared ureas beiween the ginnt
ald sk and pecan trees testifying
that once it was an active scil
supporling farm. The house, i a
sad state of disrepair, bad under
gune many chunges

“We'll save as many of the huge
old trees as we can,” he said. "The
houses built on the site will be
traditiopal Decatur und Avondale
type homes that are built to look
old 50 they will not hecome dated.
There will be a_single cul-de-sac
circular street with all of the
homes facing it.”




