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“But This is My Version:” What Oral History Can

Teach Us About DeKalb, Past and Present

By Kathryn Turnbull, Archives Assistant

How long have you lived in DeKalb County? What do you remember
about DeKalb from years ago? What things will you remember about
today’s DeKalb in 50 years? In the early 1980s, the then-president of
the DeKalb Historical Society, James Mackay, had the idea to ask these
guestions of longtime DeKalb residents in the historic courthouse
before an audience and to record the incredible stories that came
pouring out for later generations. Dubbed the “I Remember Hour
(IRH),” the series would go on for nearly 20 years, documenting the
lives and memories of DeKalb County’s public servants, business
owners, educators, grandparents, and neighbors. Many of the folks
who were interviewed at the close of the twentieth century were able
to recall details of the DeKalb of their youth that are almost
unbelievable to today’s residents. For
. example, did you know that there were
|n5|de = once 57 dairy farms between Panthersville

-I-hls Road and Decatur Square? (Mathis Dairy
. IRH, 7) Or that, in 1928, there were 12
ISSue grocery stores within a one-block radius of
the Square? (Andy Robertson IRH, 5)
Black History
Month The DeKalb History Center’s foray into oral
Celebration, history did not end with the “I Remember

Pg. 2 Hour.” Far from it, in fact. These days,
Safiyyah Shahid teaches at the

. Mohammed Schools of Atlanta, where she
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Ira B. Melton, Biloxi.

Winter
2023

| Remember Hour with Reverend
Ernest Moore.

has worked for close to 40 years. But as a
young student at Spelman, she found a
job through her church community as a
babysitter for none other than Martin
Luther and Coretta Scott King. Shahid
spoke with DHC’s Marissa Howard earlier
this year about her experience working
for the King family:

“I came in the afternoon, early evening,
to, you know, sort of bathe the children,
lay their clothes out, make sure they got
their pajamas on...”

Shahid’s recollection of the King family is
invaluable. Newspapers clippings do not
reveal the dynamics within a family
home... +

To view the full article,
visit our website or scan

here:
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Black History Month Celebration

i

DEKALB HISTORY CENTER

Presents

BLACK CHURCH MUSIC

A Soul-Stirring History

Join the DeKalb History Center for our 15th Annual Black
History Month Celebration. This year’s program will be filled
with soul-stirring gospel music by Kenneth J. Lowe and riveting
talks by Mrs. Velma Maia Thomas and Dr. Marva Carter about
the role Black Church music has played in Georgia’s social and
political arenas. DeKalb County CEO Michael L. Thurmond will
provide the Welcome.

Thursday, February 9
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Historic DeKalb Courthouse
101 E Court Square
Decatur, GA 30030

Tickets are $S40 for members, S50 for non-members, and both
include lunch. Find out more at www.dekalbhistory.org
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Report continved

Lockey McDonald
Colleen McEdwards +

Life Membership
Cynthia Alford **

Ingrid Reinhard
Sheila Rotter

Betty Meek Carol Schenck + Linda & David Chesnut
Fran Millans Myrick Shinall + Robert McCurdy Davidson **
Pat Miller * Donetta Smith + Mrs. A. Sidney Johnson **

Terry Martin-Hart *

Dan Matthews **
Jenny McCurdy *****
Mr. James B. Miller Jr **

Daniel G. Sobczak *
Sandi Still +
Cheryl Sullivan +

Sheila Moriarty *
Vee Nelson **
Betty Scott Noble *
Anne Olson *

Uldis Palde *
Tiffany Parks
Thomas Pearce *

Louise Sussin
Mona Tajali +

Doris Thomas Key

Susan Thomas + New Members

A Upgraded Members

Miriam Perry Susan Weitman +

Thomas Woodward * Decades as a Member +
Betty Yaschik +

Abraham Zablocki +

Hilary Popham +
Marla Puziss +
Quaye Chapman Reed

Thanks to all who have joined or renewed. Membership donations are extremely important to our mission. If there is a
correction to your listing, or you have questions about your membership, please call Marissa at 404-373-1088, extension 1003.

Join * Renew * Give

We hope you enjoyed the winter 2023 issue of Times of DeKalb. Please consider making a
financial contribution through joining, rejoining, or a one time donation. Your generous
contribution to the DeKalb History Center will provide you with a year-long membership that
includes our quarterly journal to keep you informed on all our activities. We hope that you will

join our team by either renewing your membership or joining as a first-time supporter.

Name Email
Address
City/State/Zip Phone

Supporter Levels

____Guardian—5$2,500 ___ Contributor—$250 ____Household—S$50

___Historian—5$1,000 ___Sustainer/Business—$125 ___Individual—S$30

___Preservationist—$500 ____Patron—S75 ___Student/Teacher/Senior—$25

____One time donation

Please mail this form with your contribution to: DeKalb History Center, 101 East Court Square, Decatur GA 30030

or call 404-373-1088 ext. 1003. Visit our website www.dekalbhistory.org to pay online.
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Paul Stephen Hudson *
Marion Dearing & Fleming James
Jim & Kellie Lambing
Susan Leonard +
Patsy & Bill Little
Stephen Saunders & Linda Lurwig
Natalie Martinez +
Thomas C. & Ramona E. McDonald +
Adele Dieckmann McKee ****
David & Frances Moriarty
JoAnn Bryan & Ann Morris
Karen Liebert & Doug Porter +
Barbara & Bruce Ribner
Clarke & Maria Rodgers **
Dr. Richard &

Mrs. Jane Boyd Sams **
Greg Schroder &

Madelynn Brundage +
Kyle & Carol Smith **
Joe & Jane Stoner *
Betty & Robert Slater
Michael St Louis +
Seegar & Miki Swanson
Leslie Tarvin +
Whitney Toledo +
Leah & Jeff Vaughan +
Yvette & Thomas Weatherly
Doug & Barbara Wiley *
Gail & Gary Willis *
Dr. David & Dorothy Ziemer +

Individual $30-49
April Andrews

Linda A. Bell *

Carl Black *

Dr. Robert Bodimer *
Anita Brown

Murray Browne
Joseph P. Byrd IV +
Heidi Couch

Peter Dean +
Linda Dorage

Times of DeKalb

Jim & Mary Farmer
Gwendolyn Filardi *
Shelly Fine

David L. Floyd *
Sue & David Ford
Robert Gern +
Patty Giblin +
Peter Golley +
Betsy Goss *
Stephanie Holcomb +
David & Joyce Howard +
Laura Beth Ingle
Megan Jarboe *
Lana Johnson

Kelly Jordan

Era Kahn +

Neil Kahn

Teresa Kruzan

Lisa Levin

Richard Lux +
Frank Maddox
Anne Markette +
Joy Martin

Fran Millians +
Carlton Mullis
Virginia Murray
Claire Newbury

Ad Olansky +
Elizabeth Olson +
Kimberly Roberts +
DeWitt Rogers +
Donald Rooney +
Kimberly Royster +
Grace Sharpe +
Elizabeth Simpson
Tamika Strong +
Patrick Sullivan
Chryse Wayman
Mac Willett
Kathryn Wilson +
Laurel Wilson
Kristina Wright **

Membership

Janie Yorker *

Senior/Student/Teacher $25 - $29
Pixie Allison +

Susan Bailey +
Glenda Barrett
Andrea Bennett +
Beryl Bergquist
Robert Bohanan +
Mary Breen +
Wenda Brown +
Judy Byrd +

Sioux Campbell +
Catherine Carter *
Sheila Cavanagh
Julie Childs
Sharman Colosetti +
Nancy Corey

Bill Cox +

Doug Cumming +
Barbara Dale
William Deneke *
Kathy Egan

Dr. Lynn Farmer
Grace Finaldi
Rosemary Fletcher +
Candice Fuqua

Jo Giraudo
Gwendolyn Russell Green
Margita Haberlen +
Sigrid Harris +
Barbara Haworth
Don Henderson +
Linda Herbers
Linda Hilsenrad +
Ellen Hopkins
Sharon Huey
Vivian Jarman

Jan Jones

Mariana Kramer *
Lucy Larrousse
Linda LeBron

FEB 7

FEB 21

MAR 7

MAR 16

MAR 24

MAR 22
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Upcoming Events

Westview Cemetery Abbey Tour, DHC Member Exclusive
10:00 am—12:00 pm
Join fellow DHC members on a tour of Westview Cemetery’s Abbey Tour.

FREE for Patron level (§75) and above, $5 for other levels.

Evening Book Launch—Woman With the Cure
7:00—8:00 pm

Author Lynn Cullen will be launching her new novel, The Woman with the Cure. This
event is in collaboration with Eagle Eye Book Shop.

Find ticket details at eagleeyebooks.com

Lunch & Learn: Fox Theater Institute
12:00—1:00 pm

Bring your lunch and learn about the Fox Theatre Institute and the work it does for
performing arts venues across Georgia and the southeast.

Free to attend.

Legacy Park Tour, DHC Member Exclusive
Time TBD

Learn the history of Decatur's Legacy Park from Executive Director Lyn Menne and
what the plans are today to make it a community driven urban oasis.

FREE for Patron level ($75) and above, S5 for other levels.

A Historic Prom Night to Remember, Annual Spring Fling

7:00—10:00 pm

Join us for our annual Spring Fling—this year A Historic Prom Night to Remember.

The event includes delicious bites from our preferred caterers, spiked punch,

games, a silent auction, and dancing. Dress in your finest Prom attire—any decade!

We will begin with our annual meeting where we elect Officers and Directors.

$30 Members / $40 Non-members

Archives Research 101: Genealogy Workshop
2:00—3:00 pm

Learn the ins and outs of genealogy with Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.

For more information on these events and how to attend, please visit dekalbhistory.org/programs

In Memoriam
Elizabeth “Betty” Mackay Asbury
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Executive Committee

President: Lyle Davis
President Elect: Michael
Lehman

Past President: Angela Turk
Treasurer: Jacqui Steele
Secretary: Deborah Van
Broekhoven

At Large: Stephanie Cherry-
Farmer

Board of Directors

Valerie Biggerstaff
Scott Candler, IV
Scoftt Drake

Tricia Wynegar Drake
Caroline Freeman
John Hewitt

Brian Mock

Doris Ramsey

Jack Regan

Rick Setser

David Stanhope
Michael Zakel
Ex-Officio: Tiffany Parks

Trustees

Mary K. Jarboe

Lyn Menne

Cathy Mullins

Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.
Betty Willis

Staff

Executive Director:
Melissa Carlson

Archivist & Volunteer
Coordinator:

Jennifer Blomqvist
Rental & Preservation
Coordinator:

Mallory Donaldson
Programs & Membership
Coordinator:

Marissa Howard

Exhibits & Communications
Coordinator:

Rebecca Selem

Building Attendant:
Sean Skeete

Archives Assistant:
Kathryn Turnbull
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2022 End of Year Donations

Pediment Level $1,000 +
Leroy Gardner

Sheila Lee & Jon Davies
Catherine Mullins
Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr

Cornice Level $500 - $999
Scotty & Karna Candler, llI
Charles L. Davidson, llI
Courtenay & George Dusenbury
A.S. Turner & Sons

Patsy B. Woods

Capital Level $250 - $499
David & Heather Ewing
Ad Olansky
Stephanie Van Parys
Pete & Charlotte Pfeiffer
Louise H. Reeves
Deborah &

Harold Van Broekhoven
Cathy & Steve Vogel

Column Level $100 - $249

Kay Coffman & Wayne Carey

Robert & Joan Cooper

Lyle & Kristen Davis

Patricia Wynegar Drake &
Walt Drake

Representative Becky Evans

Shelly Fine

Jack & Barbara Gerlach

August & Barbara Giebelhaus

Sharon & John Hester

Pam Hughes

Jim & Mary K. Jarboe

Claudia G. Lawson

Nanette Loftis

Miriam Mathura

Mr. H. Allen Moye

Lance & Mary Netland

Mike & Patty Pratt

Barbara & Bruce Ribner

John E. Robinson

Judge Clarence & Gwen Seeliger

Henry & Ellen Slack

Times of DeKalb

Guardian $2,500 +
A.S. Turner & Sons, Inc.

Historian $1,000 +
Brick Store Pub *
Scotty & Karna Candler, Il ****
Joyce Cohrs ****
City of Decatur ***
Patricia Wynegar Drake &
Walt Drake A**
Endive Fine Catering *

Gotta Have It Catering
Sheila Lee & Jon Davies
Mr. & Mrs. H. Allen Moye
Catherine Mullins *
Judge Clarence &

Gwen Seeliger A****

Preservationist $500 - $999
Avalon Catering

Bold Catering & Design

Decatur Development Authorities

District Events & Catering
Epps Aviation *

Fox Bros. Catering
LowCountry Catering *
New South Associates
Oakhurst Market

Party Execs

Phenomenal Foods By Chef Holly
David Stanhope

Sun in My Belly *

Zest Atlanta Catering *

Contributor $250 - $499
Alvin Burrell A

Wayne Carey & Kay Coffman *
Laura Drummond

Courtenay & George Dusenbury
Ginger Krawiec & Jack Regan *
Claudia G. Lawson *

Michael Lehman *

Dell & Bruce MacGregor *

2022 Membership

Shelly Penney #

Pete & Charlotte Pfeiffer *

Mindy & Kenny Pillow

Judge Ronald B. & Doris Ramsey, Sr.
Louise H. Reaves **

Tom & Lucia Sizemore *

Henry & Ellen Slack

Small Business Services

Jacqui & Larry Steele A

Kenneth Thomas Jr. ****

Angela Turk

Deborah & Harold Van Broekhoven #
Stephanie Van Parys *

Betty E. Willis **

Lynda & Bob Wilson A****

Sustainer $125 - $249
Judge Gregory A. Adams *

Michael Ayling
William Bahr
Robin Bennett +
Sylvia & Robert Bozeman
Scotty & Lauren Candler, IV *
Fred Cavalli »
Catherine Chastain »
Russell Clayton A*
Richard Cloues *
Leslie & Elinor Cook *
Jerry Crane ****
Charles L. Davidson, IlI *
Lyle & Kristen Davis
Mary Fink A*
Caroline Freeman +
Leroy Gardner
Barrett Hanson +
Katie Hendrickson
Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson
Jim & Mary K. Jarboe *
The Junior League

of DeKalb County, Inc.
Lynne & Tom Keating »
Miriam Mathura *
Peggy Merris ***

Report

Scott & Theresa Mitchell »
Robert Moore & Julie Hotchkiss *
Lance & Mary Netland

James & Lois Overbeck *
Martha Pacini

David Carvel Payne +

Mark Pifer

Janette B. Pratt

Ernest & Barbara Ramsay *****
Joseph & Mary Beth Reed *
Steve & Ann Rushing **

Jamile Sims

Rosita Smith

Carl & Claudia Stucke *

Anne & Don Teddlie

Cathy & Steve Vogel *

Patsy B. Woods *

Sheridan Wright *

Michael Zakel »

Patron $75 -5$124
Elizabeth Ansley Allan ****
Gail L. Bell *

Valerie Biggerstaff

Sara & Steven Craw
David & Suzy Crenshaw *
Jennifer Dickey +
Frances Dykes
Lisa Flaherty
Nina & Danny Fort
Sara Fountain
Mark & Kathie Gannon *
LeAnn & James R. Hallford **
Mary & Dan Hinkel **
Edgar L. Jones *
Michael & Jennifer Leavey
Mr. Terry C. Bird &

Mr. Clark W. Lemons *
Mary & Dick Leslie *
John & Jane Miller *
Marvin Morgan, Jr.
Alan & Nancy Morris *
Angela McFall Patterson **

Volume 17, Issue 1

Mike Pusateri +

Jennifer & Wayne Richardson **
Susan Davis & Scott Russell
James Schweizer

David & Nancy Scott *

Alida & Stuart Silverman **
Larry Skowronek & Cynthia Cass
Connie & Jimmy Smith, III **
Elizabeth Huberta Smith ***
Deborah & Katherine Torbush **
Rex Vaughan *

Holly A. Williams

Household $50 - $74
Wiley S. Ansley, Il **
Anne Baney +

Judge Tangela M. Barrie *

Anne Bartolucci & Jason S. Graham
Michael Baxter +

Patricia & James C. Bonner
Kathryn Brady +

Kate Breslin +

Henry Bryant, lll *

Dave Buckhout

Melissa Carlson & Timothy Patton
Mary McCall Cash & Steve Cash
Stephanie Cherry-Farmer

Harry & Linder M. Clark

Robert & Carol Craig +

Debbie & Paul Cushing

Jennifer & David Dodge +
Dunwoody Women's Club, Inc **
Mary Eccard *

Mary-Elizabeth Ellard

Anne Emanuel

Alan Forsyth +

John & Julie Freeman *

Velda Goldberg

Dr. Phil Roberts & Linda Graves *
Jeff Haws +

Lucinda B. Headrick

John & Dorothy Hewitt *

Carol Hightower
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End of Year Donations continued

Cornerstone Level $50 - $99
Anne Bartolucci &

Jason S. Graham
Valerie Biggerstaff
William & Nolia Brandt
Wenda Brown
Julie Childs
Mr. Jerry Crane
Rosemary Fletcher
John & Julie Freeman
Gwendolyn Russell Green
Lucinda B. Headrick
Edgar L. Jones
Michael Lehman
Mary & Dick Leslie
Judith Lumb
David & Frances Moriarty
Vee Nelson
Neil Norton
Miriam Perry
Janette B. Pratt
Jennifer & Wayne Richardson
Steve & Ann Rushing
Mr. Bedros Sharian, Jr.
Patrick Sullivan
Cheryl Sullivan
Teresa Francis Tucker
Angela Turk

Foundation Level $5 - $49
Elizabeth Ansley Allan
Andrea Bennett

Dr. George & Susan Coletti
Mary Elizabeth Ellard
Anne Fayssoux

Gary S. Hauk

Jean Hendricks

Sharon Huey

Laura Beth Ingle

Cathy Kaemmerlen
Mariana Kramer

Linda Lurwig &

Stephen Saunders
Jacqui & Larry Steele
Terry Martin-Hart
JoAnn Young




