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By a 3-2 vote, Decatur city

/| commissioners  voted not to
" |- consider apologizing 'for “the
long-ago practice of “Saturday

school” that was designed to

~keep Jewish children out ‘of

city schools, ~ ...
-City Commissioner John

o apology for ‘Sa

. Floyd voted against it, ,
":At previous meetings, Deca- -

tur resident Tom Keating, who
wrote’a book about the prac-
tice, had requested the resolu-
tion.. In his book, Keating

“wrote that from 1902.t0 1932

- Ridley ‘asked -at ‘the ‘Dec. 3 .

. meeting that’ the. commissjon’ .
. vote to place a, ¥esolution .of -

" apology on the agenda for the - -
|- Decr. 17- ‘meetin - 8
| - Andrew:Haryis voted for put-
“ting* the resolition - on “the-
ett, Kecia -

agenda;Tim "

g He. and.

'

their day.of Worsh:('i;la

the school system held school
on Saturdays, giving children

Sundays - and -Mondays ' off. .
“That effectively. kept Jewish

children ' out ' of Decatur

schools because Saturday was

- Keating and Ridley ssid the

apology - was' important - this

“year. becapse it is -the 100th

anniversary of the' Decatur

school system, They also-said

Ja .rt_'-' “‘} I P00 vl )
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- Commission to apologize

because for most of the last
century the City Commission
Jappointed the schoo! board, -

turday school’

“I'm very surprised” by the

+ yote, Ridley 'said" “The Old
Testament says we are respon-
sible - for the sins of our

- forefathers.” S ,

But Floyd said the apology
wauld be meaningless becayse

Cpd bnfarpas

'it would not be coming from .

those who enforced Saturday
school, CwT

Floyd slso said it was more
important for Jewish families,

to feel welcome in Decatur
now. “If we don't act the part,

. a piece of paper makes no dif-

Cunnmgha_mﬁ‘and_‘. Mayor. Bill -: it was appropriate for the City " ferencs,” he said, .. .
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| Deéét_ur Won't A

‘. Sq,tyrday School

. Decatur won't be makmg épologies for holding -
. School on Saturdays between 1902 and 1932, a
 practice that some say discriminated against Jew-
 ish children by keeping them out of city schools.
< - Last week, commissioners voted 3-2 against
placing a resolution of apology on the Dec. 17
agenda. Resident Tom Keating, who wrote a
book about the subject, had requested the reso-

luon,
(
)JQ"‘—n S Mae

pologize For
T, //)/{/ 5

LM .‘ .r\‘ T . "
L :
d Vo

4 . N .
L NIYRL A N RN T



A i‘,"{.j' %

RESOLUTION OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT

WHEREAS Decatur has experienced 100 years of public education including three
decades of classes on Saturday; and

WHEREAS Decatur is the only known school district in the United States with a history
of classes on Saturday and a weekly holiday on Monday; and

WHEREAS Many citizens, prestigious individuals, as well as former graduates and
elected officials have judged that Decatur excluded Jewish children by its
peculiar practice of having regular schoo! classes on Saturday; and

WHEREAS Past school boards took official policy action to establish and maintain this
practice; and

WHEREAS Seventy years ago this month, on May 3, 1932, Mrs. William Schiey Howard
moved, and the Decatur City School Board of Education approved, the end
of Saturday School:

NOW THEREFORE BEIT RESQLVED that during this 100" year of public education in the

City of Decatur, the Board of Education applauds, on the 70% anniversary, the decision to

g S,

ida H: Love,-Superintendent _

(

end the past practice of Saturday School.

ILS
This Z:zf day of May, 2002

W. Jagon Uchitel, Board Chair




During this 100" anniversary of public education in our community, [ am formally
requesting that the Board of Education render an apology for the exclusion of
children due to a school calendar, which had classes on Saturdag@om
approximately 1902-1932.

Former school boards in the 1920s and 1930s discussed, debated, and-formatly—
voted on this issue. The consequences of their actions maintaining Saturday school
have been far 1'eachin§ It is fitting for this current board to have a resolution
drafted and to issue a"formal apology for these past actions, just as our City
Commission has been requested to ape{@ gy, since it appointed members during

that earlier era. A

I would be glad to work with the superintendent, staff, and the board to help draft
such a document, which could be acted upon in the December meeting.



City Schools of Decatyr
Board of Education

Boarg Action Summary
Novempe, 13, 2001

On Tuesday night, Novemper 13, 2001, at the 7.00 p.m. Citizen input session, the foHowing
Citizens Participateq:

The City Schools of Decatyr Board of Education met in regular Sessijon Tuesday night, November
13, 2001, at 7:30 p.m, in the Renfroe Midale Schoo] Media Center. The fonowr'ng actions werg
n:
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October 9, 2001, 6:00 p.m. Special Session; ang
October 9, 2007, 7:30 p.m., regufar Session,

3. Approval of the Consent agengg that listeq the fo!lowing recommendations by the
Superintendent:

* Personne) Report

4. Approva of the agenda jtemg 'ecommendeqg by the Superintendent:

* A contract for a gran: of $20,000 from the Georgia Councit for the Arts for the
2001-2002 Schog| year,



" —that
lan_pop-

»ace did
ther ter-
e might
‘hy hun-
illion of
ally ex-
ualities;
1inistra-
Belgian
u revo-
fabyari-
“ty con-
Power;

irtation
y peace
rty, ig-
1ped—
»utside

cellent

just

1e Who
s what
L really
WP —

lo so.

ef tHe ) |

I was
efore,
ressed

. The

Rwanda I visited in the years after the genocide was a world in

ok

I SAID EARLIER that power latgely consists in the ability to -
make  others inhabit your ______y of their reality, even if you have to .
kill a lot of them to make that happen. In this raw sense, power:
has always been very much the same everywhere; what varies is
primarily the quality of the reality it seeks to create: is it_based
more in truth than in falsehood, which is to say, is it more or less
abusive of its subjects? The answer is often a function of how
broadly or narrowﬁWased: is it centered in one per-
son, ot is it spread out among many different centers that exercise
checks on one another? And are its s.%cts merely subjects or are
they also citizens? In principle, nartowly based power is easier to
abuse, while more broadly based power requires a truer story at
its core and is more likely to protect more of its subjects from
abuse. This rule was famously articulated by the British historian
Lotd Acton in his formula “Power cortupts and absolute pow
corrupts absolutely.” f
But like most truisms, Acton’s adage is not quite true: to tak M
an example from American history, President Lincoln’s power was
more absolute than President Nixon's, yet Nixon was surely the
more fundamentally corrupt of the two. So, when we judge polit- -
ical power, we need to ask not only what its base is but also how
the power is exetclsed under what clrcums_;;anm,_toward what
ends, at what price, and with what success, These are tough judg-
ments to make, generally open to dispute, and for those of us who ‘524
live in the astonishing overall security provided by the great West-
ern democracies of the late twentieth century, they are the very
stuff of public Jife. Yet we seem to have a hard time taking seri-
ously the notion that places where mass violence and suffering is
so widesptead that it is casually called * meanmgless might also
be places where pedpleEiigage in meaningful politics. §

When I first went to Rwanda, I was reading a book called
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 Author concludes
Deqa_tur’s policies
once anti-Semitic

By David Beasley
STAFF WRITER B

Decatur was different.

For three decades, the city
school system held classes on |3k
Saturdays, with students taking [

Sundays and Mondays off.
 Tom Keating, a former Deca-
tur school board member and
career educator, was. intrigued
when he first learned of this
unusual tradition, which ended in
1932, - ‘

He has now written a book on
the topic, which paints a picture
of old Decatur that is far differ-
ent from the city’s current image
‘as a haven for diversity.

Keating concludes that Satur-
day school was a way to keep
Jews, whose Sabbath is that day,
from moving to Decatur.

- Copies of “Saturday ' School:
How One Town Kept Out the
.- Jewish” are expected to be avail-
able at local bookstores this
month. Keating concedes some
city - residents may give the
manuscript a cool reception.

%1 was bracing for people not
'wanting ‘the story told,” Keating
said. SR -

.In the book he writes, “We
need to know the truth, and we
need to care.” ' .

Keating has no written' proof
of his assertion, If there was ever
a city document stating the pur-
pose of Saturday school, he could
not find it. ‘ '

Even when the school board
debated changing the schedule,

~supporters of Saturday .school
made nebulous comments, such
as “Monday is an unsatisfactory

Tom Keating
sayscity +
schools’old .
Saturday ses-
sions served
to keep Jews
out,

school day.” S

Keating’s book relies instedd
on oral history. He cites a 1988
videotape of Andy Robertson, 'a
former Decatur mayor who grad-
uated from Decatur High School
in 1923, .

“Talk. about being narrow-
minded,” Robertson said during'a

' DeKalb Historical Society pro-

gram, “I never went to-school on
Mondays in my life. I went on Sat:
urdays. The obvious reason was
the Jewish Sabbath.” _

. Keating explores other possible
reasons for Saturday school, but,
discounts éach one, including the
fact that Monday was “wash day™

‘and “Decatur was just different.”

It really was different, accord-
ing to Keating’s research, He
found only two other cases of Sat:;
urday school in the United Statés:
— Palmyra, Va,, and Emory Urii:
versity’s Fishburne school for ele-
mentary and high school students. .
Again relying on oral histories,
Keating attributed Fishburne’s.
schedule, like Decatur’s,” &
anti-Semitism.,

“Saturday School: How One-
Town Kept Out the. Jewish” Phis
Delta Kappa Educational Foundg-.
tion, $10. To order, call 1-800-766-,
{156. For more information, call
Keating at 404-373-0742.
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Only the Gu11ty Are Gu11t . Not The1r Sons

By Elie Wlesel

et me begm w1tb a confessmn_

that 50-0dd years after
the most cruel of hu- -
man tragedies, caused
by Hitler’s' Germany,
some passions had begun to cool. For -
the victims, their children and their
friends, the wounds remain under-
standably raw. They still have night- -
mares, and they are sensitive to cer- .
tain words. They remember a t:me
when -the  very word “German
evoked terror. :

1 became aware 'that I was wrong
when I read about. the criticism of
the United Jewish Appeal’s decision
to honor Thomas Middeihoff, though
it iSThe man Thomas Middelhoff who
is being honored, and not the Bertels-
mann communications ' efnpire of
which™ he is chief -executive. The
event, to take place May 15 in New
York, will probably be picketed by
demonstrators.”

Since T accepted the mvn;auon 10
give the keynote address at the din-
ner, I personally have been fielding

Elie Wiesel, a professor of human-
ities at Boston - University, was.
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1986. .

complamts from people I: know and

" respect and from others. whom 1

have never met. - . .
The critics have volced ob]ectxons

hasty act of forgiveness. Some of

- these recriminations come 170m peo-
- ple who firmly believe that no Ger-
Inan ought to be honored by Jews.

Remembrance N\
does not call for
‘anger toward all -
| Germans

~

Surely not now, perhaps later —
though one letter writer told me

soon” and condemned “Jewish lead-
ers willing to prostitute themselves™

for money. - Another létter writer

- argued that just as 1 had pleaded-
w1th President Ronald Reagan in

- 1985 not to visit the German military

cemetery in Bitburg because it con-
tained SS graves, I should not attend

the “dxsgraceml event” for Mr. Mid-
dethoff.

Thus Thomas_Middelheff, born in

. 1-was wrong to believe’ to what they perceive as an. unduiz

;/f/o/

. to hurt or offend Jews-and is, in fact,
contrihumxg to Jewish causes like
‘the pubhcauon of Holocaust survi-
vors’ { onies -— is being com-
pared to the S8! T :read this argu-
ment with disbelief. . —
. Of course, Jews mu gggve — and
ﬁwwg&
y that marked the last century and
centuries to come. Jo |
forg‘éf"ﬁﬁﬁtd b & ST, TO remember |

is'essential ;’it is a worthy endeavor,

X fnan who has never been/
“accused of saying or doing anything

Hioble cause for which many of us
have fought relentlessly. But does it é/

Jusn_g_gL__fﬂemnm_-
1 know that to this day there are

- Jews, and not only Holocaust survi-

.“even a hundred years will be too '

vors, who refuse to set foot on Ger-
man soil or even buy German cars.

- But 10 v Ak pany
richi_is ane’ thing; : all)Ger
mans as guilty is another.

" Ii,tragically, one chose to indict all
Gérmans for the Holocaust, that

= would ‘inevitably lead to

and discrimination.’ Jewish acade-
mies codld never invite German in-
tellectuals and scholars to their con-
ferenices; Jewish music lovers would
be expected to boycott concerts with
German orchestras; and Jews could

" never,- ever befriend Germans, no
_matter how long after the war they

were born.
Over the years, countless German

personahues political ﬁgures scien-
tists and artists have-been singled |

out for a variety of awardg by Jewish
institutjons of higher learning, hospi- |
tals and charifable Grganizations in ;
both Israel and the United States. Do
all these. institutions stand accused !
of forgetting or betraying the dead?.

" Am I wrong to believe that to hu- |
miliate a German today just for

having been borm German and to0°

boycott an evening for him is not

what Jewish ethos is about? I would

like to remind some of my fellow

" Jews that Hitler's Germany con--

demned all what we did
or did not_do, bur solely for baving -

We Jews do not believe ingollec-
tive guilt. I have repeated over and .
over

not killers, but children. I know from
my own experience with German
students that their burden is, at.
times, difficult to carry, heavy asitis
¥ with painful memories and questiong |
about their fathers’ and grandfa-\
thers’ roles in the most ternfymg

g,eio_?_de,m_mglz. 7
Relations between Jews and Ger- |

mans will remain traumatized for a

long time. That is to be expected. |

Auschwitz and Treblinka will never

be eradicated from German history.

And yet, hatred must never be an ¢

answer. It does not serve memory.J

L

my belief that only the guilty /w3
. are guilty: the children of E;Eléfg iﬁg





