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526 Hardendorf Ave., N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
May 8, 1970

Mr., Willis Wells
Mrs. Claude Carroll

Mr. Hugh Lewis

Mrs, Brit Gaston.

Mr. Lamar Turner

Mr. Carl Wells

Mr, Fred Wells

Mr, Harold Wells
rs, Fred Phillips

Dear. Cousins:

_Re: Removal of Elisha and Elizabeth Marsh Wells
from Wells family graveyard to Stone Mountain,
Georgia Cemetery - June 8, 9, 10, 1970

Mr. Harold Wells and I have worked out plans to remove our mutual an-
cestor Elisha Wells, his wife Elizabeth Marshe Wells, their daughter

~ Sally Wells Mason, the infant daughter of  James Alvin Wells and other

relatives, plus the Wells family slaves to Stone Mountain cemetery.

Stone Mountain cemetery-is.the;nearest'cemetery to the Wells family
homestead which was first owned by Elisha's son, Willis Lea Wells,
in. 1838, Willis Lea Wells was -the father of James Alvin Wells and
the brother of Sally Wells Mason for the information of any of you
who may be interested. - IR ' '

Mr. Couch, funeral director at Stone Mountain, will handle the exHumation
of the bones. . The graves will be arranged in basically the same pattern
as they are presently, the slaves being kept at the foot of the white- '
graves, - Burial will be in the white section of the cemetery. Stone
Mountain is the only cemetery that will grant us permissicn to Kkeep the
white persons and Negroes togethér. ' All other cemeteries in . the area
are segregated cemeteries, S o

Pattillo Conctruction Company has been very cooperative and is bearing

- the entire expense of the removal of the bodies. As our payment

for the release of the land they are agreeable to the following arrange-
ment? They will furnish.a comparable strip of land in Stone Mountain
cemetery. . They will put the bones %g Fooden boxes, prepared for

proper burial, They will move suchﬁgfones as remain and give us

bronze markers for those graves where the stones have been destroyed.
Since the cemetery is not perpetual care, they will cement the lot,
putting stone in the cement to make it last forever, we hope. Since
none of us are getting any younger I was trying to work out something
that would relieve us of the burden of caring for the cemetery.

Would you telephone me at your convenience, or drop me a note, and
let me know whether the above:meets with your approval. If vou would
like to be present when the site is selected, this is also your privilege.

The removal dates have been scheduled beginning Monday, June 8 and will

continue throughout the week until completed, I will need the help
of at least the men to stand by for a few hours on the above dates.
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NOTE: The following deseription of the home ¢f Willie Lea i
Viells was writlen by bigs granddaughter, Virgil ¥ary Wells
Austin, whe was born at this old home,
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two miles, paqﬁing over i one Mouligin car 1ine and
2

i . - .

"The hone ofAWiI%gg Lea Wﬁiif/wae logated
dovdsain-Norcy gss Road. \ Tt

Sy little

apout

taking a norigern turn, Tucker, /Gebrgia 4o -
Norcross. The koume (paght of hifie sWill sthnddg, FToshe Voo
L -ingthe back of-Ybe- present. house) was located three miles 0 ¢
1 .- from 'Stone MountaVn ard seven miies from NOYeross . S
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The House R

"The house, like many othérs of its day, was the *big house!
~&and kltchen type, comnected by a cowered pase-way. The big
house was a two-story log buildirg, weatherboarded and paint-
LE .. ed winlite, with & red brick chimney at cach end, and a porchi
ik - orunndng acreso the front, with colwans resting on stone pile
P S lowe on the outeide., Toere were two doors on-ibke frord, each
4 - the entrarce t0 geparate rowns. There were two.doors on fne
Bl ' back also. Both the upper ana lower storics were Givioed into
. - - two Jarge rooms. The paszeway led from the soubhern-end of
1t 7 the<big house inte the kilchen, which was Givided into two .
AF 7 oouvenlent size roons, with an entrarce or tue frond and rack, _ ;
‘ ©and & chimnsy in the center, later moved Yo the scuthorn erd, 3

’
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The _Yoxds

3 "The houme waz reatly paled in all: around, lewving a aracious
large aycanore trses '

3

vard, which was shaded by . _

S O wkich 1s all that carn be seorn of the ¢ld nowe in passirg 1%

TE teday, was in the front yard - being taken in by the nalings : !
at a distance of about four ov five feet, and was cunvenisni- ;
3 ly situated frow the kitchen, the Lig house and paza-way, ;
Trere was a wide aielf op the suuthern end of the frunt porel, :
2.0 there was alac one on the back edye of tiwe RAAS--WAy . A i
bucket of water and a wash basin were wopt on eich sielf.

C A ML

g B “Tr frovs of the bLig house wora $wo rockh enclozed flower £ar-
3 ders .divided by 2 walk ranadng [rom the siddle of the front
0 poreh. Arranped in a roat pattern was a larce variedy of old
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time roges and bleewlug sbruba. Thore wore & 003 g xhrenely
large ond very dsrk red rogea, wihdeh tue ol vuvlu of

that day called +tha upuate rone ® Cihiavg dnzﬂ Wnihe,
vory QGJic%Lo1v tinted with pink, The shrula were Inpligh
Dngood, Althew, LJQHC,"MUHHﬁdLN Lacuvat, Welzelr, Scoton

LA ) »
Brocow, Crape Wyxr.le, Snow Ball and a well tuielied Honeye

P

suckle vins that gave off a delightful frapgrence at dusk.
"I can never forgzt the beauaty of tne litlie nook Formed
by the swdia of imu two houses where they were joined oy
the pass-way. On one side of this Lltele place was the
chimney of the big house, and cling¢n5 oy it was a H;q“
teris vine. AL tike corner OFf the hiouse graw ghrublery,
and a Little apsee Turiher out a Coluwbine elury to tnv
correr of the porch. On the ogposite sice st the corney
of the kitchen grew rose bushes, Scoteh Broum and Fnglish
Depweod, all In line. This lidtle besuty apot was the
heﬁ:rﬁing of the wali
gate by the well. Day Lilles grew about the c¢ld glzce in
profusicn. Other flowers were Snow Drops, Blue Bottles,
ard Iris. The garder lay south of the kiteh ben, and along
its border grow sgveral differernt ecolors ¢of Larkspur with .
here and there a Hollyheolks,

;n ,"3,

on, 2nd I was told

%he amoke house was beck ¢ el
W a, that toe slave Quariers
b I

by my father, Jawea Alvin

had stood near by in the soutimestern corner, but I did
not learn the nanwro? any of tue sleves excepd that of a-
W omar: they called Neeley, and a boy, called lNose.

Cochran, apochher grand bn*ﬂv wig, Livad ai
.ﬂéca QdT‘UL e Civil 'w anic. g/ follows

longed Lo hP‘ grandfaine amaee,
BebLby. Haeg *Aon was/ tag s i of oud

belisvs Jbugin Dorh eaid 01 N was

this old

Vec.ta wife.

-

"The lot lay paralliel with tue garden and alung the road-
aids, and was enclosed Dj o ral 1 ferce, The bulldinps
vere an old log orib mounted o high pillara, a .
srable with tinreve comohrtuenle, and a large
veattevrboarcdad. ALout the middle of tue 10
ing, trough hown frow a very lavge tree.

O
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FThe crelerd lay aloeng by tihe gside of the road north and

south of the heouvue and a2crocn Vi back . iviced Trom the
oreclard ¢u the back Ly a rail fencod wen tas timborland,

I deaading from the pass-=way out 1o the -

immigé. ath,
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nwpen I think back about th

Note: TFrom records ot tne Da¥kall County court house we fird

which covered geveral acyes. Tr these w.oods 2ol near bhe
nead of a branch was tns old Hanning vat wheve Willis Wells
tapned the hides thet wonbt Into shocs Tor his Tamd iy,

. )
9n Hotse and Land Under Cul-
tivatlon e

wms it e P

wh very old gin house gtocd acrose the road oppoalte the

104, and on this elde lay the lavger periticn of land under
cultivation. wdRp B e re e =W ol JATE
T 10 b -

l -~
e veyard
VTG VW Vv L

fout in this biz field scme dlstance fyom the xoad on the
sumait of a little hiil you will pes 8 emall clunp of trdes.

- Here is the eavavard of the Wells Tamily, Elisha Wells
28 3 3 .

and his wife, BElizabeth, who 1ivad at this cid place for a
time, are burled nere. gally Mason, Gaughier of Elisha and
slster of Willis Les Wells, 1o huried hers also, and many
othar relatives of @ youngex generation. (In June, 1970 fourteen

. graves were relocated in Stone Mountain Cemetery~0id Cemetery Road)

nNegross aye buried on the esst side of the little plot,
no doubi slaved. ' : .

’

e arvengement around the old nome
and hov well it was plannsd, down to Whe smallesty detall, I
think my ancesbors Weye vOIy sntelligent, noat and indus=
trious, and knowing about the times in wnich they Lived and-
the strugegles through whick they paszed I ecan, in o great

measure , appreciate fhe backgrdund they have left for ume.t
r BPP }
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Wiliis Lea seld 1013 acres with houge 40 eon, James Alvin
weils, Februvary 20, 1880, for ¢500 (o profit of $300) and

acme land which ﬂoined hie sons Rlley and James Alvin,

(160 aczes) for §400. This was on April 2%, 1885, It ls
interceting to note how this place sphanced in value, for
on Februsry 20, 1893 Jumes Alvin eold 75 sored {omly part
of Lie cripginal purchase) to John Heryon tor $1400. This
1a0d has changed nande npeveral thneo since snd I understand
the highost purchase prico vias patween H6000 and §1.0,000.7
w4llis Lea bullt a hoae at Btone Mountelin, Geovgla sometine

P

later, which favored somewhat his old home, anc he and hie

- wife.lived there antil he died in 18E8%. Afber his dsath his
“aon, Rlley, came 1nto pogacesioen of this houne.

"% Since the development of StMEt. Tadustrial Park this land is reported
.. to have sold for more than two million dollars.
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/S) 526 Hardendorf Ave,, N.E.
\}f\gf Y} K% g S“ Atlanta, Georgia 30307
n 9- %/4§ May 8, 1970

o
K Twe. willis wells
)}<J Mrs, Claude Carroll
4 GB Mr, Hugh Lewis

) Mrs, Brit Gaston.
-éS Mr. Lamar Turner

Mr, Carl Wells

Mr, Fred Wells

Mr. Harold Wells
¢« HMrs, Fred Phillips

Dear Cousins:

Re: Removal of Elisha and Elizabeth Marsh wWells
~ from Wells family graveyard to Stone Mountain,
Georgia Cemetery - June 8, 9, 10, 1970

Mr, Harold Wells and I have worked out plans to remove our mutual ap-
cestor Elisha Wells, his wife Elizabeth Marshr Wells, their daughter
Sally Wells Mason, the infant daughter of James Alvin Wells and other
relatives, plus the Wells family slaves to Stone Mountain cemetery.

Stone Mountain cemetery. is..the nearest cemetery to the Wells family
homestead which was first owned by Elisha's son, Willis Lea Wells,
in 1838, Willis Lea Wells was the father of James Alvin Wells and

the brother of Sally Wells Mason for the information of any of you
who may be interested. |

"Mr. Couch, funeral director at Stone Mountain, will handle the exhumation
of the bones. = The graves will be arranged in basically the same pattern
as they are presently, the slaves being kept at the foot of the white
graves, Burial will be in the white section of the cemetery. Stone
Mountain is the only cemetery that will grant’ us permission to 'keep the
white persons and Negroes' together. - All: other cemeteries . in-the area -
"are segregated cemeteries. ‘ : Coo o

Pattillo Construction Company has been very cooperative’ and 'is bearing'
the entire expense of the removal of the bodies. As our payment

for the release of -the land they are agreeable to the following arrange-
mentt . They will furnish a comparable strip of land in Stone Mountain
cemetery, . They will put the bones %& Wooden boxes, prepared for
proper burial. - They will move suchﬂsfoneS'as remain and give us
bronze markers for those graves where the-stones have been destroyed.
Since the cemetery is not perpetual care),’ they will cement the lot,
putting stone in the cement to make it last forever, we hope, Since
none of us are getting any younger I was trying to work out something
that would relieve us of the burden of caring for the cemetery.

Would you telephone me at your convenience, or drop me a note, and
let me know whether the aboveimeets with your approval. If you would
like to be present when ‘the site is selected, this is also your privilege.

The removal dates have been scheduled beginning Monday, June 8 and will

continue throughout the week until completed, I will need the help
of at least the men to stand by for a few hours on the above dates.
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