BENNETT RAINEY CEMETERY
(SMALLPOX CEMETERY)
DeKalb Co. GA

This cemetery is at 4661 N Shallowford Rd off the parking lot of a business at that
address. The graves are at the base of some cedar trees. There is one uninscribed marker lying
flat on the ground.

According to Franklin Garrett’s list the following children are buried there:

Fannie Adams

Lonnie Adams

Maggie Adants

Minnie Adams ,

They all died of smallpox during the epidemic around 1885. Even in 1931 when Mr. Garrett did
his transcription there were no inscribed markers.

The following adults are buried there:

Bennett Rainey

Nancy Rainey

They did not dic of smallpox. Mr Rainey died around 1884 or 1885 and Mrs Rainey died in
1899, They too had no inscribed markers,

Mar;y West June 1999
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Bennett Rainey JEFFRRES parazade COCHRAN — ~/ 77)

Rennelt Rainey Jeffares was the youngest son of Henry Jeflares
and Elizabeth Rainey. He married Parazade Cochran in 1861. Their
first «child, Bennett Wiley Thomas was born in 1862 dust
be fore/after? father Bennett left for the war.

Bennett 18 especlally interesting ta the family history since he
i1s the first family member for which we have photographs and
1etteas. Tnough the Cochran Bible survives with the descendants
of Wale® Jetfares and only a few of the surviving lellers have
peen recocrded, these do provide an insight into the what 1ife
must have been like during the war.

Bennett Ralney Jeffares enlisted as & private in Company D
McCullogh Rifles 38th Georgila Regiment on May 12, 1862, Six weeks
1ater at the first engagement of the regiment, Bennett Ralney was
wounded and disabled. The Henderson Roster shows the wound
occuring at Cold Harbor on June 27, 1862. The military hislbory
places Gordon's 38th at the Battle of the Seven Days (June 26
thru July 1, 1862). This Battie 1S aclbually & seguence of
engagements peginning with Mechanicsvilie (June 26), Gaines's
Mill (June 27), Frayser Farm (June 30) and the Batile Loy Malvern
Hill (July 1). The end result of the Seven Days was to have
prevented angd discouraged McClellen's Unlion army ta attemptlt to

. take Richmond., Gaines 4ill specificaily was & Lee victory abt &
cost of 8,000 Confederate casualties oh June 27, 18&6%Z. The
rederal suffered only 4,000 casualbies that day, buat Gaines Mill
is considered Lee's first major victory. -

The more famous battle of Cold Harbox ooccured June 3, 1864, on
the same fields Ltwo years later. Bennetbtt Ralney was probably
wounded in the Gaines Mill engagement, though listed as the

- nearby Cold Harbor. CGaines Mill and Caold Harbor are only one mile
apart, both iying aboul 10 miles east of Richmond, Virginia along
the Chickahominy River.

AMber the Seven  Days (and  Lill the end of lUhe war), Bennett
Ralney wos assiyned Lo amholance amd e se delall, The extenb or
type of wound received 1is not known, bual Bennett Rainey 18 listed
as "disabled!". The ambulance referrved Lo was just a waygon with a
team of mules which carried wounded to the rear during battle.

The following letters from Benunett Rainey to Paravade Cochran are
certainly some of Lhe most interesting artifacts of tne family.

Field Hospital Dec the Jrd 1864

Mrs PL.R.H, Jeffaves

My Deuar & loving wife with he ygreatest of pleasure |
seat myself this morning to pencil you & few lines
those lines leave meln yorble health hoping those lines
may find you & Wiley and the connection in the best of
health Zade I have no news to write you but the Lime
has roled around for me o write to you & I fry to
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write to you every week though 1 have butbt very little
nope of it getting to your loving hands but we mus
keep Lrying to get lelters through-for it is all thu
pleasure that I have on this earth is whatl [ew lings 1
receive from you and my Dear friends & that but few 1
received a letter from you and Almeda dated the 13th of
last month I have written you 2 or 3 letters since that
7ade am here at this place as a nurs I left my co last
Saturday....... N Mount Jackson  some 15 wiles
below here & stayed theare until- Winsday & all the
wounded was moved up here to this place & I came as a
nurs I am assign to duty here until my regular detailed
papers and then I may be sent some where esle & I may
stay here I cant tell what they will do with me I dont
know one day where I will be the next 1 canme by my Co
wedsday as I came up here they was all in good health
they are in a camp 5  miles below here I havent.....in
sometime he was nearly well when T heard frowm him but
was barfoted Zade I believe i1f new the manager of &ny
Hospital in Georgla & could write to them & get them to
send -a reguisition here for me 1 could gelb a transioey
to Georgia if I know where Dr Richardson is & 1f he iz
at a hospital I want you to write to him & Lell him
that I . am detailed as & nurs & T want him to make a
requisition for me as this climate dont suit me & 1f
you send it to Dr Black or to me in care of Dv Biach
Field Hospital the Army of Northern Va if Richardson is
in charge of Hospital & you kpow where he is I want you
fo write Lo me how to  direct jetbers Lo him & 1 will
write Lo bhim also about 1t turn over Zade JJ Lawhourn
got to the o last sunday he can tell wore apbout the
country & the Yankeys than I have ever heard from thave
yet but he dont bring any good news zade you cant
imagine how bad it makes me want to come home & how bad
I want to see you all when I hear what a condition you
are all left in in theat country it seems to me that 1t
is more than I can bear to stay away from you & thaltl
Dear & Sweet child Oh if I gould just see you with the
natural eye as plain as I imagingd 1 saw you in  my
sleep last night I thought I had “you embraced in wy
arms but it turned out to bhe only a dream when I awoko
up I was crying Zade you must do the bhest you can we
must live in the hope of seeing each other again I will
close 1 remain your loving husband until death BR
Jeffares to P.R.H.Jeffares

To J.A. Cochran
Dear sister T will write you & few lines those lines
leave me well bhoping they way find you & Lhe conneclion
in good health Almeda T havent any news Lo write you 1
received a few lines from you % Zade wrote the 13LDb
... I was glad to recive it I want you to write often
5 write long letters & tell Sarah & Emalizer & Mary &
Pope to write me when I write to one it 1is to all Meede
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NORTH SPRINGS UNIT 1

SEE 18-3526 2

CAMBRIDGE ESTATES UNIT 1
SEE 18-352F

NORTH SPRINGS UNIT 4
VILLAGE MILL UNIT 1
VILLAGE MILL UN(T 2
VILLAGE OAKS
VERMACK COURT
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