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Tucker Parents Chdrge Closing
Prompted By Money, Politics

SHERRON MARTINEZ
(Special
To The News/Sun)

Tucker parents asked
“Why?” Monday night at
the public hearing on-the
Board of Education’s pro-
posal to close Tucker Ele-
mentary School.:

According to PTA presi-

dent Ron Fowlie, they

didn’t get an answer.

The board, he said, gave

“no real reason this schobl
was chosen.” They “arbi-
trarily plcked four schools”
in his opinion, he added,
although there are six other
elementary schools in the
county with lower enroll-
ment than Tucker's.

Lamar Meadows, speak-
ing for the Tucker PTA,
asked the board to “consi-
der the facts and make
long-range decisions, not
those made quickly by po-
litical pressures placed on
you...make plans not just
for the year you're elected.”

‘According to Meadows' .

calculations, the money the
board said it would save by
closing Tucker. would come
to '$1.69 per taxpayer.” He
continued by questioning
the board’s recommenda-
tions for closure, which, he
charged, are the result of
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political pressure by the

DeKalb Chamber of Com--

merce.

Tucker parent Fay
Schwegel, a former DeKalb
County teacher said “I do
not want Tucker to close;
however, if I were given a
good reason, I could be
convinced...a child is worth
much more than books and
busses and numbers.”

Vina Meclntosh directly
asked the board at one
point: “What is your educa-
tional plan? Why are you
closing the school? Why aré
you doing that?”

There was no response
from the board at first,
Then Superintendent Free-
man, after conferring with
board members Paul Wom-
ack on one side of him and
Elizabeth Andrews on the
other, answered that the
board is seekmg ‘cost effec-

‘tiveness in a climate where

cost effectiveness is so cru-
cial.”.

Freeman added that if
the board closes ten ele-
mentary schools, for exam-

_ple, that the_.county could
" save three million dollars.

He told the group that
the board has no alternative
use in mind for the Tucker
property, if it is closed,

“which means that it would ‘
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be available for commumty

‘bid.”

TUCKER PARENT
Tom Hoffman asked the
board about the safety of
children being transported
to the receiving schools,
which include Livsey Ele-
mentary where a young

pupil recently died after

being stuck by a car at an
intersection where parents
have long asked for a trafflc
light.

Board Chairman Wom-
ack announced that the

board and county officials '

had just voted unanimously
to install a light at the
intersection where the trag-
edy occured."

“We don’t want to have
to buy another stop light
the way that we bought this
one,” Hoffman answered.

Other concerns voiced by
approximately 20 parents
included the higher quality
of education which they say
that testing documents at
Tucker, and the possible
overcrowding at Midvale,
Livsey and Smokerise Ele-

mentary schools where.

Tucker students would go.
Tucker parents con-
tended that the enrollment
figure for their school, used
in calculations, was wrong,

and that two new housing

developments in the area.

had not been considered in
pro_lectmns

The parents’ maintained
that they have an increas-
ing population of younger
chidren in the area which
may require the board to
reopen a closed school or to

_build another in the future.

They also expressed con-
cern about the alienation of
students who would be sent

-out of the area for elemen-

tary school and then

‘brought back to high

school, when they would
then know few of their
clagsmates. -

In addition, Fowlie and
severl other parents accused
the board of already having
decided on the four achool
clogings.

“Within 48 hours,” Fow-
lie said, “you will make a
decision. I, for one, believe
you have already made it. If
that’s the case, then these
meetings have been a sham
by the Board of Education.
I would like to have you
prove me wrong on Wednes-
day night.”

Several board members,

along with Womack who-
spoke ‘emotionally of sleep-

ness nights, denied havmg

reached a decwmn
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Tucker Elementary
Bought By County

By Debra Anderson
Nelghbor Staff Writer

s The purchase of Tucker Elemen-
s, tary School by DeKalb County has
.y~ paved the way for a much-needed
— recreation and community center in
o; the Tucker area. o :
“I think it's fantastic,” said Bill
Hawes, who is vice chairperson of

Tthe Tucker Recreation Center Ad-

5 visory Board. ‘‘We’re real pleased.

J We can’t wait to get in there.”

_ Hawes is referring to the smaller
{ Tucker Recreation facility on
Church Sfreet., The center is so
popular that it serves 1,500 people
and has to turn away between
500-700, Hawes said.

The center serves these people in
approximately 5,200 square feet of
space. It also has no space for
outdoor games.

“Right now we’re so limited that
we're stretching it to say we're a
community center,”” Hawes said. To
make it a true community center,
we need more space.”

The DeKalb Board of Com-
missioners approved terms of the
sale . by the DeKalb Board of
Education last week.

The agreement calls for the two
groups to obtain separate appraisals
on the LaVista Road school site and
reach an understanding on a
purchase price within 90 days.
~ Inturn, the county will have three
years to sell its own surplus prop-
erty and reimburse the school.
system for the elementary school. :

Approximately 3.5 acres of the * !

school grounds will be retained by -

the school system for use as a
practice ballfield by the Tucker
High School athletic department.

The elementary school was closed
last fall due to declining enrollment
and budgetary reasons, school of-
ficials have said.

Hawes said he hopes to move into
the school by May. The structure
will provide the space needed to
accommodate senior citizens’ ac-
tivities, cultural programs, gym-
nastics and will provide more areas
for ball practice, Hawes said.



AT

‘ucos pJeoq [00YDS {|n} ay) aJojaq dn
Ia)EUL ay) Suraq [[I4 '99)71WILIOD UOSTEI] 3Y) uo ST oym
‘uojstieq] @940 Jaquiawl paeoq [00UIS PIES SAMEH
‘pies 3y ,'ilq auo wsyj uleiq j,uop J
pue '231j 10j SN 03 J] SAIS ,UOM WRISAS [00YDS YL
’ "pies SaMBH ‘sumo jusuntedaq
SITB]}Y [BIN}IND pUB SHIed ‘uolieslody funo) qrexed
a3t} pue| swos J10j dFuUBYOX Ul [00YDS PasO[D 8Yj 10§
wasAs [00YDs ay3 YIm aped) s|qissod e jno yiom 03 moy
passnosIp Slaquiews ‘BuljPauWl IIIUWI0D 3y} IV
‘pies 3y,,'souid dured Jawwns
aAey pinod am pue ‘yuswdinbe punosdAerd ‘13000s
u1 95N 10 PI31j SNOPUALWIAL),, B PUE WNISEUWAS € 2ABY 0

I9)UDD 31} J[QBUS PINOM ST "PIes samel '139] aJenbs

3lqe[IBAR 000'eh J21Uad ) 2AI3 pnom [00yds BYJ,
. "Ydom sjusred
1191) A[IYM [00UDS 197]8 SILUOY J131) Ul SA[ISWAY) 9] O3
S$Y09U J1aY) pUNOJT SA9Y ISNOY Jeam USIPIIYD AINYDIET]
“3U0 € |, UdIP|IYD A9xydIe],, 0] Wwesdoad € pajrd oy 'esn
)1 Joj sjenuajod Auew 218 313y} PIES SOMEH - "I9JUSD
3y} 10} 311S 2y} saluodaq [ooyos AIgjuawale Ay} I .
"pIES SIMEH ‘0] 00] 5] FUI13D 3Y) ISNEIVY
219y) S190W auIOY POy 10U UEBD - Wed) Saijseuwdd

ay) pue ‘SanijIoe] JOOPINO 10).30kds OU SBY 3§ YdINY)

12jua")

Ao |
“n;‘__..Um vhxvuz\n—v.v.\w.

520> S

awodag Apw

9Igy UO pajedo] ‘I9juad uenedIdal juasaad ayj
*a191) soed$ ydnous jou isnf I 218y, "Aeme sjuapms
pe1sa1aul 004 ©1 00¢ U2amIaq UIn} am pue *1914enb
yoea uazZNId Joiuas ydnoay) om) sede ‘aydoad 00g'T 2AI8S
3 "12)Uad auj 1€ 129] daenbs 00z'c 3ABY aM mouqysry.,
‘pIES SAME]] ,,'SS900NS UMO N0 U0 SUIOYD 1. dM.,
. '19]U80 UONRaIDAL B
se f1ejuawua|y J9ong, Suisn jo Ay111qissod ay) sSnosip 0)
Aepsoupap 1SB] 991} 1WILIOD UOSIRI] 3Y}.uhim jow *A11ay)
1119 ‘Iaquisuwl pleoq AIOSIAPE ISYJOUE pue SomMeH
"UOTBID0SSY Jadd0S YINoA
19j9n], 3y} Jo juapisald pue pieog AJOSIAPY 19IuUd)
uoljealoay Ja)IN], 3Y) Jo Iaquuawt B st 9 'saMeH (g
07 Surp1oove '19}UaD UOIJBIIIAL M3U € SPIdU J9yon ],
: “JuaW|[0JUI

, Buiut[oap jo asnedaq 11®J S1Y) PIsSO[d Sem [00Yds YL

. '99]JWUWIOD UOSIE]| S UOISSI

.woy A3yno) -qeyad 2yl pue UOHEINDPH - Jo pJeod

£uno) qgreyad oY) J0 siaquidwu Aq passnosip uteq.

aJe 12juaD 3y} O,ul Peoy BISTAET U0 jooyos A1ejuatud|g
Jayony, ‘Adwa 9y - SUnJBAULD .

" mau € Junjed ‘aq ABWI:19)U3) UOHERIDIY JaNIN,

ClE T ap s .
© . NOSHUIANY YH1dd id

jooyas Atduiz

830d¢g UoIPBIIBY SPABAN 49X0N]

10} - SuEld ‘awol

v




Ask archivist for access to the Tucker Elementary School

P.T.A. scrap books.



