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The first Montreal school was located on Montreal Road near Seaboard RR
(where Mama Zurie went to school). This is the second Montreal school
built after the first was destroyed in 1907,
This is where my Mother ‘and Dad went to school,
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Pictured --- 1 to r.

Clara Hudson

Waymon Cash

Missouri Cash Haralson
Ida Payton Browning

i Fos Z.

MONTREAL SCHOOL REUNION -- CLASS OF 1907

On May 6, 1984, a reunion was held at the Tucker Federal Building at
Briarcliff Villege, for the members of the 1907 Class of Montreal School
of DeKalb County. :

Class members present were:

MISSOURI CASH HARALSON AGE: 90

CLARA HUDSON 86
IDA PAYTON BROWNING - 86

WAYMON CASH 84

Delia Gilliland, of the DeKalb Historical Society, shared the history
of the Montreal School. The land had belonged to Winston Cash and
was deeded to DeKalb County, then later sold to John Richardson.

The school was located on the right side of the road between LaVista
Road and the Seaboard Railroad. :

Several pictures of the 1907 Class were available and copies were given
to each class member present. Missouri Haralson was able to identify =
42 of the 44 class members pictured, :

Missouri Cash Haralson is the granddaughter of Oliver P, and Amanda J. Cash,
Her great-great-grandparents were James and Nancy Cash, early settlers of

DeKalb County.

Clara Hudson is the daughter of Pliney and Dovie (Livsey) Hudson, and the
granddaughter of George Baylis and Sarah (McDaniel) Hudson, who came to
DeKalb County from Gwinnett County.

Ida Payton Browning, shared many stories of her father Leonard c. Payton,
and her mother, Martha Ann Brannor Payton, and their farm in DeKalb County.

Waymon Cash, the son of Washington H. and Laura (Bagwell) Cash, is also

a descendant of early DeKalb settlers James and Nancy Cash, Waymon shared
many stories of the change in the area of DeKalb where he grew up, their
farm was located on LaVista Road near Northlake Mall,
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The Bombing of Montreal School

George Washington Bragg and his family were Mormons. They lived up
where Northlake Mall is now. Other Mormons lived around there, too: Two—of
the Payton girls joined the Mormon Church so the Paytons and some others
were Mormon sympathizers.

Montreal School wasn't being used as a county school and John Richardson
bought it when they closed it down. His wife had joined the Mormon Church so
they used the school as their meeting house. They were using it as a school
and as a church.

It was bombed on a Monday night. On Monday nights all the men went to
Decatur to the 0dd Fellow's meeting. My father, Bud Akin, was the Grand Masﬁer
of the 0dd Fellows that year.

They put 50 pounds of dynamite in each corner of the school. Only one
end of the school blew - only 100 pounds of the synamite shot. The other
dynamite didn't go off. :

My father always said that he thought one particular man did it. He claimed
this ﬁan did it because he knew about dynamite. But nobody was ever caught.

Fielding Péyton's family and several other families that were in sympathy
with the Mormons guarded their houses for a while after that. People would
shot at the Mormons but I think it was more to scare them than to kill them.

It was right after that that the Braggs moved to Idaho.

This took place in 1908.

Milton Chandler Akin,Jr.
Oak Grove Road
Deaatur, Georgia

April 16, 1984
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