DeKalb teachers and students
recently had oppertunity to share
in a 12-day visit of Soviet educa-
tors from Moscow and Leningrad.
Thyoughout their stay in Georgia,
the Russians engaged in a series of
meetings at Georgia State Univer-
sity and Dunwoody High School, as
well as visited at Peachtree Junior

.. High and DeKalb’s Kitiredge Mag-

net. The culminating-&vent was a
ay long international conference
at Tucker High School.

These representatives from the

Soviet Academy of Pedagogical Sei-
ences came to the metro-Atlanta
area as the second segment of a
three-year program of teacher ex-
changes and collaborative work on
a Global Thinking Project, jointly
sponsored by Georgia State Uni-
versity and the Soviet Academy.
Last year, DeKalb teachers had
traveled to the Soviet Union and
Dunwoody High Scheol had wel-
comed a return group from Russia,

This unique cross-cultural cur-
viculum Global Thinking Project
was presented at the international
conference held this year at Tucker
High. Prior to the business of the
day, they were greeted as guests at
a breakfast reception in the media
center, Flags of the two countries
and many peace signs decked the
building. The Tueker band played
the two national anthems.”

Nine Tucker students who speak
Russian fluently and students from
DeKalb's Foreign Language Mag-
net acted as interpreters where
needed. The visitors distributed
gifts brought from their native
land -- nests of little carved wooden
dolls, posters and even a tape of

Beatle Paul McCartney singing in

Russian.
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Host coordinator, Tucker Assist-
ant Principal Kay Burke said, “It
was a warm, wonderful experience.
Memorablel! It carried out perfectly
the theme of the day: ‘A Bridge to
Understanding.’”

Approximately 65 Georgia edu-
cators as well as DeKalb staff
members and students shared the
moxrning sessions that focused on
“Teaching and Learning in Soviet
Schools.” Afterncon sessions ad-
dressed a range of topics and rap
sessions on the teaching of Rus
sian/American literature in each
country, the crisis in math/science,

comparative research on how So- -

viet and American teachers per-
ceive the goals of education, and a
report on the U.8./U8.5.K. Global
Thinking Project. Ultimately, a
teachers resource book on global
thinking will emerge under joint
authorship. )

Well aware that all work and no ,
play might make Ivan a dull visit, -

sightseeing events were alse in-

cluded in the cultural interchange. .

The calendar for the visiting Sovi-
ets featured evenings at the Fox
Theater and a Hawks basketball
game as well as trips to-Dahlonega
and Amicolola Falls and tours of
the High Museum and the Carter
and King Centers,

DeKalb is one of three Atlanta-

area school systems participating
in an analysis of common areas of
agreement of educational goals en-
dorsed by US. and Soviet educa.
tors. DeKalb schools involved are
Vanderlyn Elementary, Peachtree
Junior High School and Dunwaeody
High (a demonstration school).
Dunwoody principal Jennie
Springer was recognized as one of

the pilot school administrators pro
viding initial support for the re
search study. survey .conducter
under the leadership of nationall;
known educdtor John Goodlad.
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S#Udem Translator

Vadim Zhudov (seated), principal of school 710, Moscow, USSR,

assisted by Tucker High Stadent Michael Teyf -- fluent in the Russian
language -- shares a classroom session at Tucker High School ‘during

the recent international conference cosponsored by Georgia State -
University and the Soviet Academy of Pedagogical Sciences.




Computer Demons Tooted

‘Peachtree Junior High student LaShanda Paul, (at computer) demon-
'strates her skills to Professor Simon Vershlovsky (standing) of the
'Leningrad Research Institute and Professor Irina Yakimanskaya
.;(foreground) of the Moscow Research Institute. )
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' By PATTI GHEZZI
pghezi@aijc.com

The DeKalb County. school-

district is changing the lottery
process that decides which chil-
dren get into the acclaimed Kit-
tredge Magnet School, in an
effort to make the school more
diverse. ,

The DeKalb Board of Educa-
tion veted unanimously this
week to set a limit of two stu-
dents. from each of the district’s
&2 elementary schools.

A school could have more

than two representatives only if

- slots remain after each school
has had its chance to send two
students. -

“It's an equity issue and a
‘brain drain’ issue,” said Spencer
Ragsdale, spokesman for the
school district.” “Some schools
were sending more than their
share of students.”

Originally founded as a mag-
net school for “high-achieving,”
but not necessarily gifted,

children from all across DeKalb,
Kittredge ‘evolved into a high-
performing school serving pri-
marily north DeKalb students.

Kittredge parents say that’s
because the school is in north
DeKalb, and that south DeKalb
has a similar successful program
at Browns Mill Elementary
School

But board membefs have.

grown increasingly uncomfort-
able with the high concentration
of students from north DeKalb
schools serving the most affluent
neighborhoods. S

“The .original mission of Kit:
tredge has been greatly distorted
over the years,” said board
Chairman Brad Bryant. :

“It originally served as z lab
school for the whole county. This
is to steer it back to its original
mission.”

DeKalb Superintendent James
Hallford appointed a parent task
force last fall to study the dis-
trict’s choice programs, including
magnet schools. The task force

recommended expanding pro-
grams for high-achieving stu-
dents to meet demand, and Hall-
ford has promised to do that.

. Some parents said the new
lottery process will unfairly
penalize children because of
what school they attend.

But the new system likely will
please those who lamented the
exodus from their neighborhood
schools to Kittredge, which
boasts test scores that are among
the highest in Georgia. -

Susan Nicholson, a-parent. at -
Oak Grove Elemertary in north
DeKalb, said the change in lot-
tery procedures does not address
her concerns about Kittredge.

Nicholson said she wants pro-
grams that serve the brightest
kids beefed up in the neighbor-
hood schools so kids don’t have
1o leave.

“Kudos to Kitiredge for all
they do,” she said, “but anything
offered in a public school should
be offered to all kids, not just
those who win the lottery.”
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Kittredge Magnet Aftracis

ecent Leadership Workshop held at the DeKalb
- School System's Kittredge Magnet School drew
tudent leaders from elementary schools system-
de. The focus of four rotating sessions led by
Kalb Board of Education representatives, com-
unily business and high scheol leaders, as well as
‘m'e_mbms of - the press, 'was the developmeni of
uahty leadership attitudes and p:ocedures. Pic-

/(’/M/ P.vt-v'\-—'
smdem Leaders

tured left to right are' Joanne Doute Cooper,
tredge lead teacher for commumty service; Dyonna
Johnson, Kittredge student; Mark Winnie, WSB-‘I‘V
2, reporter; Saloni ‘Saralya, ‘Mainstreet ' student;
Scoit Kdwards, Hawthorne . student Camlyn

thony, lead teacher for student service, Kittredge
Jocelyn Johnson, Student: Council premdent Klt-
tredge; and Dan Shores, Laurel Rldge student

Detiais
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Twenty studenis from DeKalb's Kitiredge Magnet
School for High Achievers have planned a trip for
a two-weels educational tour of Germany and
Austria, The students; ages 11 through 13, have

been envolled in German classes at Kitivedge for

as much as two-and-one-half years. Kitiredge
Magnel is the first -elementary school in the
county te include foreign language in its daily
curriculum. Teachers Linda Jenks and Gertrude
Roceo will accompany the students, who will
spend four days living with German families in
the town of Reutlingen, While in Reutlingen, the
DeKalb students will also spend two full days in
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 Kittredge Students

Leave For Germqﬁy;f: |

‘mech Darien, Michelle Icenogle,

classes at a loecal public school, Shown, fron
left to right, ‘are ‘Shannon “Powell,
Eren Thibadeau, Christie ‘Shaver
Jocelyn ‘Johnson, and Genevieve
row, from lefi, Michael ‘Riley, _
teacher Linda Jenks, ‘teacher - Gertrude
Matthew Gauenta, and Reggie Harriso
back row, left to right, Sarah ‘Tate, ‘1) n
Zayas, Clarissa Cunningham, Karin ‘Blake, La-
‘April ‘Schrod
Yvonka Crenshaw, Principal Steve Dunlap
Margaret Casey, B St



ByJENSANSBURY

among elght Georgia schools
nominated by state Superin-
tendent Kathy Cox for the U. S.
Department of Education’s :
2003-04 No Child Left .
Behind-Blue Ribbon Schools
awards. DeKalb County's -
Meadowview and Vanderlyn
elementary schools recently -
were named natlonai winners
for 2002-03. _
The awaxd honars pubhc o
and private k-12 schools for
high performance on state
tests or, at schools with large
numbers of disadvantaged stu-
dents, for making dramatic
gains in student achievement.
The other Georgia schools
nominated are Capitol View
Elementary in Atlanta, Sea- -
born Lee Elementary in Pulion

Elementary in Dougherty
County, Davidson Magnet in
Richmond Cotinty and Britt
David Magnet, Columbus .
High and Edgewood Elemen-
tary schools in Muscogee L
County. -

Winners will be announced
in September. - - . - S

Scholarsh:ps won
Seven DeKalb County stu-
dents are among 221 in Geor-
gia who have received Ty Cobb
Educational Foundation schol-
arships for the current aca-
demic year, The foundation
was established 50 years ago
by baseball star Ty Cobb of
Royston, in northeast Geor-
gia. It awarded $528,000 in
scholarships this year.
Recipients must be Georgia
residents who have finished
their freshman year at any
accredited college in the coun-
iry or are graduate studerits
studying medicine or dentistry.

jsans /@ajc ?n
I(Jttz Magnet Sc Sd hool s’ - Birmingham; Arin Fr o

++:Stone Mountain, a blology
“:major at Paine College in
- Augusta; Toya S. Hesterof

~ Stone Mountam, a doctor of
" medicine major.at Boston:
Umvermty School of Medi--
~.cine; Gene K. 'Lee of Stone - -

; .M_ountaln a doctor of medi- -
cine major at Emory School of
Medicine; and Karen R, Stew—_-
art of Chamblee, a doctorof. .

- medicine major at Morehouse E
School of Medlcme '

Bound for D. C..

~gressional Youth Leadership -
-'‘Council, the nonprofit group . -
~that sponsors the program., -
“They will also debate, amend
“and vote on mock legislation - -

- Future Business Leaders of -
“America, the Navy

315 W. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite

ionia, a bi
he University o

Cross Keys ngh Schonl

“senior Adam Martin of L1tho- -
~nia will represent the state of _
‘Georgia at the National .-
“Young Leaders Conference m i
-Washmgtnn Dec. 2-7.- :
County, Lincoln Fundamental

- At the conference, studentsﬁ .f

'.from around the country will -
~:learn about the govemment
-~ the media and the interna- =
' tional community by interact-
ing with elected officials, pollt-
- ical appointees and .
‘newsmakers, accmdl.ng toa

news 1eleas_e from the Con-

during a model congress. -
Martin is a member of the

JROTC, -
and the Cross Keys varsity . -
baseball and wiestling teams. -
He plans to major in busmess
law at Yale Unwerslty

To submit news iterns, contact.len
Sansbuty, the DeKatb County educa-
tion repoter, at 404-479-8604, items
may be sent by fax to 404-370-7293,
by e-mall to jsansbury@aje.comor by -
mail to Atlanta Journal-Constitution, -

475, Decatur, GA 30030, -



 School Board Honors Teachers Of The Year

Susan Buell (1) of Panola Way School znd Anne Pruitt (B) of the
Hitiredge Magnet were among the Teachers of the Year (TOTY) from
tocal school units recently honered at a recognition reception hosted
by the DeKalb Board of Education. Chamblee High teacher Louise
Browsn was selected systemwide winner as DeKalb TOTY.



