Artist-in-residence piques student’s interest

By Brad Hundt
Moighbar Slaff Wiltar

For many of ug, clay is little
more than lumpy gray goo {hat's
better left in the hands of children
— or of professionals who have the
talent to make the end result not
lean, wilt or otherwise fall apart
once it comes out of a kiln,

Cheryl Carson is one of those
pros. Her skili with pottery has led
her to open her own shop and
several teaching stints, including
a three week asssignment as an
artist-in-residence at Huntiey
Hills Llementary School in
Chamblee. She will be resuming
the role for an additicnal three
weeks in January. '

“I love both my worlds,” Ms.
Carson said. ‘I love my studio
work and I love teaching.
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Everyene is a success in my class.
Kids aven’t afraid to make mis-
takes."”

Mas. Carson’s residency at Hunt-
ley Hilis, where she has worked
with each of the school's 230
students, was arranged by the
Georgia Council for the Arts, who
also placed her in an ardist-in-
residence program in Marletta
last spring. :

“The schools I work with have a
very on the bail and caring PTA,"
Ms. Carson said. "“They almost
have to go through a review
process themselves to he involved
in the program. So they've heen
very supportive from the begin-
ning.”

The 41-year-old potter has also
taught in adult programs for the
the Fulten County Arts Council,
the Chastain Arts Center and.the

Abernathy Arts  Councit. Ms.
Carson also exhibits her works in
local and national juried shows,
and makes custom-designed
porcelain works, which are sold to
both large corporations and
smaller businesses.

When she returns to Huniley
Hills in January, Ms. Carson said
she will have new projects fo
excite and interest the students of
the school when she returns in
January, This month they worked
with slab pencil holders and
mobiles which were fired and
glazed,

“Part of it is going in with the
right projects,” Ms. Carson said.’
“T’ve learned over the years which
ones are successful and which
ones aren’t.”

DIFFERENT LOOK: Huntley Hills Elementary School artist-in-residence Cheryl Carson gives
students a different perspective on art.
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