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Although's he gtaduated
from Briar Vista Elementary
School more than 40 years
ago, Susan Kaplan can still
remember the names of
almost every classmate in her
thlrcidgiade class.

. The class photo shows
small children: with big bows,
thick glasses and awkward
smiles posing politely from
their wooden desks,

Today, those children are
in their 50s and have dis-
persed across the nation and
beyond. They work as
fawyers, volunteers and even
missionaries in Africa,

" "“About 20 years ago, I
started thlnlﬂng about all the
fun we had in elementary
school,” Ms. Kaplan said. “We
were such a close group.”

She decided to organize a
feunion for the Briar Vista
Class of 1980. The class start-
ed at the school in 1955 when
Briar Vista, located off of Bri-
arcliff Road in Druid Hills,
was brand new.

“I really had to work like a .

detective ta track people
down,” Ms. Kaplan said. “Tt
- was easier to find the boys,
put many of the women have
changed names, and some-
times, changed them again
throughout the years.”
After hours of hard inves-
tigative work, she held the

first reunion at the Sandpiper
in Atlanta in 1980. The party
aftracted about 40 former
students, who brought old
photos and shared memories
of the past.

Twenty years later, another
reunion is in the works, The
group plans to meet one
moere time on Nov. 15 at
Everybody's Pizza on North
Decatur Road to make up for
lost time. The reunion will
begin at 6:30 p.m.

On.Oct, 29, Susan and
three of her former class-
mates, Claire Woosley, Harry

Kuniansky and Rina Wolfe,
met at Briar Vista Elementary
to take a look at their old
school.

Although they had not
seen each other in vears, the
excitement was obvious as
they passed around pictures
from the last reunion and of
their childhood.

“This area has changed so
much since we were small,”
Ms. Kaplan said. “There used
to be a pony farm across the
street, and we would all run
over and ride after class. Now,

_if’s just condominiums.”
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She expects nearly 70 peo-
ple, including spouses, to
attend the 46th reunion. As
far as she knows, only one
classmate has died, but all 6f
the teachers are now
deceased,

“Everyone is excited about
this because it a chance to

" get reacquainted and remem-

ber when we were young,”
Kuniansky said.

“Plus, since it's an elemen-
tary school reunion, you
don't have to face anyone you
made out with,” he added
with a laugh.
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& pig and spider from the
children’s book ““Charlotie’s Web”
gave Briar Vista Elementary
i School student Allison Buchholz an
i idea about what 2 friend is and led
o an award-winning essay for her.

. Now the lesson learned could
i belp ease the szdmess of leaving
\ friends she has known all her life.
, Allison, whe will be moving o

Fonte Verda, Fla. with her family
~ later this summer, wrote the 2ssay
¢+ last winter as a fourth-grader for
the Mott's Apple Awards.

in ihe contest, children grades
second through sixth were asked to
write about their favorite book and
now it makes them feel. She came
away one of 20 winners out of 45,000
entries irom arcund the U.S.

““The book {aughi me you have o
be+rue and loyal to your friends
and not lie to them,” said Allison,
whose prizes in the contest include
a 31,000 savings bond for herself
and a $500 zrant for -reading
materials for her school, 1 didn’t
know what true friendship was
wniil | read ‘Charlotie’s Web. 7 Stari? plioto by Donna Willizms :

Allison wrote, “At first Wilbur  ESSAY WINNER: Nine-year-old Allison Buchholz, one of 20 national winners of the Moit's

thought Chariptie was brutal and  Agple Award for reading, reads her favorite book, ‘Charlotte’s Web,” 1o her younger sisier
blecdthirsty because she killed lavrg
| insects for food. Boy, was he B
I wrong! Charloits turned out to be
i kind-hearied, loval, thoughtful and

o

w

write the essay until it snowed last ~ winners. We were real surprised =~ IN2y arise when moving away from
winier and she was out of school  because we had kind of forgotten  friends.
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| the content and organization came  computer, wrote the paper and  some of the philosophy she learned  l2St forever. /
frem the $-year-cld author. sent it in. We forgot zbout it until  from “Charlotte’s = Web” and “‘But now I know my friends will -
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