‘Union address a tldal wave
of others rushed to'suit their
students “up”in’ polo shirts
 and dress Jpants.’

“We saw ‘d ‘real A
) .bhp on the rddat,” said }’une :
,Mllhon, spoke: woman for
the’ Nat[onal S8 ‘1at10n of
Elefrientary “Schaol” Princi-
pals in Alexandna Va.  “It
'became qulte therage” -
“Schools in metro Atlanta,
" too, jumped on'the bandwag--
on. Whilé no system--xm le-.
“'mented.. umfozms w
,tricthde ‘many ! _
polled parents: and-ap _oved'
2| _ optiohal.” uniform - ‘polici¢

g Voluntary 1
beeh'in " place i
'Cobb ‘De lb Gwmn‘

iIn" ]u_l e
d ent™:Jo hn 1 C ‘
. announced ;a" Jantary *start.
. date, but: he has' encouraged '
‘ p1mczpals to go ahead soonet
if parents are-on'hoaid, ngh
school students were not sup-
posed. to besubject to the pol-
iy until next fall; but some -
| are almmg for ‘later this .
school year.:” ° . g
At least sevén, speakels at '
Tuesdays forum __took, i issue.
e :

umform pohcy, other imetro - )

. aiid natioal- school systems’ -

se have” quLetly aiiowed the a
‘ trendtodle ~ Al e g




DeKalb phases in school unitorms

71 fez /
» Qonthied from B // / /

of the school board because
it is an adiministrative rule
and not a board policy.

The plan appeared to be
well-received by the seven-
member board at Monday’s
meeting. Nearly every board
member spoke or asked a
question, but none objected
to any element of it.

“At this time all of the
feedback I've gotten has
been exiremely positive,”
board member Prances
Hdwards saidl.

Board member Elizabeth
Andrews said she thinks the
guidelines will create a

g 5.

toward reminding stydenis
that learning is their job. -
“I's high iime,” board

- member Bebe Joyner said.

With the tighter dress
code, DeKalb will join a
national trend among school
systems. In 1994, the district
in Long Beach, Calif,
became the fivsi to require
uniforms for elementary and
middle school students.
Mernphis will require its stu-
dents io wear uniforms this
fall. Philadelphia schools
mandated them last year.

The new standards won't
be much of a change for stu-
dents who already wear

school environment geared

uniforms at some DeKalb
schools, particularly among
the year-round, theme, mag-
net and charter elementary
carnptses.

Por example, last year, for
the first time, year-round
Meadowview Elementary
students had to wear either
navy blue pants with white
shirts or khaki pants with
navy blue shirts, and black
or brown shoes.

“The kids looked good.
It’s just a special touch that
uniforms bring to the build-
ing,” Principal Zandra Sher-
wood said. “They're on task.
The behavior’s great. It just
made a difference.”

SULIOFIM

apod §SOIp MU SAENET
‘s4aHI0)E :OMi S, IDLSIp

Tesoxdde ;.aﬁs, peéﬁ._lou ‘590D

. o - wem T WD
o e 1 o )n:g.!-ncyl\gcn\—vt (7100 = I i S 57 m[g
REERERRE RONEoag eOBEEy Lo O
SESE ERBET Tl SREGAESIRE B2 B S
Pk SN = ) S St IR ( o 1 e § Ew O
s =i R = S PR - = o By e
-_&-n-,-.&_.??“?:g-;E-ﬁﬁ%aéEU“’*i&%‘mo@ﬁdﬂﬁw 22 3 =
ua §&gg§ g %gﬁg'gﬁ K QE g8 ng 28 =3
R w R st TR @ O =0k 5 €
'jE'_mig*g_H_(g-_fgﬁg%m"* ;I@gﬁ Qgﬁm# E c§ o ﬁ
P e e & S = ¥ = Q e == (W
o pestas g s be el 088 £
] Ll 3k o] T . .
wc“?ggﬁﬁ ~BEf%e B8 SE-7E 2t O =
wogndSe TEERDG . vT 8o BRFEH &g
=] ()] : =+ = [ m\:“(\
LS~ o b --E-”'%E Bg g o whi .
g% Hig &‘-.mqfi. = o' EE‘ =} ’,:1! = &
: ,_.('DUQ Hed e REANE I.'J..EJF [ oo ~+ | ¥ 1\3 .
SRR R o] o0, o ok ) [= i R« o] e} (2} oCEHT OO0 RPN i Rk .
»ﬁﬁigsgﬁaégﬁgggwg%gm;§§§§%U§§§§gaéoﬂam%ﬂﬁigéga
D o Ao o0 o h @ o 0 - LR gb‘w“" N mg 5
.§§:=.'3 _mg-; H%Eﬂm B l@donahed 385058073 g WE%”gg R~ A
Hgs ‘_SE_Egggggb‘ -8 B"@E*Om&ﬁ'?imt%& gmmméoga &8 & @ G
E‘D- R UEPIS =R E‘ Lo .qwgnquﬂm c—'é g e 8 Y mmm»ah@ m
: .n.mng_ﬁp»- é%f”o =Ry~ SEes woUBRB R esde O...0REBR
ua =4 "SS"N i Qg T8 w G & 7 = oo Og(‘; :"'E:,—- é‘ ey
LR "R e =X SL TS R - R-R - -N Oammmm’a‘oﬁé é:. 8 0@
g He E8uuBoa o EgeEsTg Heag ety = °.88 .o
=R QTR LR o " = oy © Q o s = e O ‘_FE:
SR = 1o A, BB A Q@ pPoaSEETEo B, c.8
T g oo geT & %@%m&mg pRaH O S8 oom o o B (=3
9'-9*-'8-%'3'0%%3-%%5‘(» B _Y A me B 'C‘*-::"’@E-m 5 2E.,3E
TR 1 e =% LI — IR SR g_ ,ﬂ_i.g_,é: E"SO g g Do R B @ w8 .‘ﬂﬁo§ ,
: MO £, = ; o R RBFgHdYRg™a0gg SETd & %‘E‘: =y
w HBog mEHdgag g 2 =8 & g.c 2 E_o - Tk Q-‘Ea e
g BB EEESTRY9e ElpPYRppSoHBE.SRESR ¢ B RTULoS
= -H.;_gﬂ&:mgs R -E-T monami‘”f mgj‘.slﬁ = & O, o
[=] RN = = <P o @ = = < B0 = Q chin O BBy
5 2B SRS RERBEIE FohBEScEEETISREEE e § R ETEE



by-Ayana Glf;\_zé

- On the heels of being sworn
in as new superintendent of the
DeKalb County School System,
Dr. Johnny Brown announced
stricter dress-code policies for all
students. e

" The new dress-code policy,
“Dress for Success,” will be en-
forced when school begins on
August 12, By the beginning of
the second semester, which be-
gins in January, elementary and
middle school students will be
required to wear the newly se-
lected colors while adhering to
regulations of the updated dress
code. High school students are
encouraged to participate in the
plan during the 2002-03 school
year; however, Dress for Suc-
cess will not be a requirement
for high school students until the
2003-04 school year.

During the first semester, -

parents and school council mem-
bers of each school will deter-
mine the colors students will

wear, Styles of dress and colors

will be identified for adoption
based on dress code require-
ments. Principals” will then
present their schools’ Dress for
Success plan to the executive

-director for their area for ap-

proval, Principals will work with
students and parents with unique
circumstances such as religion
and cultural sensitivity.
According to Brown, Dress
for Success will assist in reduc-
ing disciplinary problems, im-
proving student security, morale
and scholastic performance.
Brown added that the policy
would also reduce the cost of
school clothing and reduce the
competition among students.

~.- Uniform dress will be limited
to two colors for shirts and two
colors for pants and/or skirts.
This ptan will replace the cur-
rent dress standards in the Stu-
dent Code of Conduct.
Regulations for Dress and
Appearance effective August 9,
2002: If a student’s attire or ap-
pearance represents a danger {0
his or her health or attracts un-
due attention to the extent that it
becomes a disruptive factor in
the school, the principal or his or

her designee will ask the student -

to make necessary changes. In
the event the change does not
take place in the time allowed,
the student may be charged with
refusal to follow instructions.
(This is offense #12 in the Stu-
dent Code of Conduct.)

The following guidelines are
in the interest of instruction,
health, safety and cleanliness:
« At any time when a student’s
appearance endangers the
student’s health or safety or that
of others or otherwise interferes
with the educational process and
mission of the school, the school
will exercise its right and respon-
sibility to intervene and take cot-
rective-action.

» Students are expected to fol-
low all school rules governing
safety in specialized programs
that may require the wearing of
protective clothing, safety
glasses or other similar require-
ments. o

o In all matters relating to indi-
vidual dress and groorming, stu-
dents are required to exercise
good judgment, exhibit respon-

‘sible behavior and endeavor to

reflect respect for themselves,
their school and their community.
Therefore, the following are not

_halter tops/

allowed

baggy pants,
bare midriffs,

tank  tops,
short shorts,
“net"/sece.
through gar~
ments and
dresses, pants
or skirts with
high splits.

Johnny Brown -

= The wearing of clothing, insig- -
nia, symbols or adomments wom
or carried on or about a student
which may promote the use of
controlled substances, including -
but not limited to, drugs, alcohol -
or tobacco are unacceptable,

» The wearing of clothing which -,
shows offensive and/or vulgar
words, pictures, diagrams, draw- .
ings or includes words or
phrases of a sexual nature, oI -
words or phrages that are de- .
rogatory regarding -a person’s

ethnic background, color, race, .
national origin, religious belief, .

- sexual orientation or disability is -

unacceptable.
« Body tattoos and body pierc-
ing (other than earrings) are un-
acceptable because of disrup-
tions to learning and because of -
health concerns: 77 0

"+ The wearing of clothing dr_-:ié—

cessories that represents any '
group, gang, organization or phi- -
losophy that advocates violence
or disruption, or has a history of .-
violence or disruption is unac--

_ ceptable.




By JOHNNY BROWN

As the new superintendent of
Delalb County Schools, I want
i0 see all of our children succeed.
With that in mind, I am initiating
a siricter dress code for our stu-
dents called Dress for Success.
This is a revision of the existing
dress code and many of the rules
are already in place.

There is a very good reason
for instituting Dress for
Success. I want to creatc a
better order in our schools
so that our children can
reach a higher level of
achievement. Many excel-
lent schools, both here and
abroad, 1'equi1'e students to
wear certain clothing

hucation

that school. R
I am seeking support from .
every parent for this dress code,
and ‘so far the response has been
very positive. Nationwide, the
strongest push for stricter dress. '
codes has come from parents.

 Parents will find that they pay

fess for school clothes, and there
won't be any more battles over
suitable school wear. About 30 -
of our DeKalb elementary -
schools already have mandaiory
or voluntary uniform -
policies, so the concept
is not a new one. -
According to the U.
S. Department of Edu-
cation, potential bene- .
fits include: o

» Decreased theft of

because this creates a designer clothing or

school climate tllaat éocuses "'Ogn?(ygmwn expensive sneakers

on the work at hand, and 18 Yenha s

the work at hand is excel-  county school >, Inst.ﬁhpg‘studepts '

lence in education. superinten- with discipline . _
Dress for Success will dent. » Helping students

begin the first day of school.
During the first semester our stu-
dents will follow the revised
dress code: no baggy pants, no
short shorts, no bare midritfs or
see-through clothing.

Phase 2 begins on Jan. 7, the
first day of the second semester,
when students in our elementary
and middle schools will begin
wearing colors and styles
selected by their school commu-
nities, High school students will

‘begin wearing the colors and

styles selected by their school

\

comsmunities in August 2003.
This is not a uniform. Dress
for Success includes a selection
of colors and styles of shitts/
blouses and pants or skirts. Each
school’s community, including
parents, students, the school
council and parent groups; will
decide the colors and styles for

and parents resist peer pressure

» Helping students concentrate
on their schoolwork -

» Helping school oﬁﬁ_ci_ais recog- - ‘
nize outsiders who come to the, -
school without permission.

Students whose religious . :
beliefs may require special cor- .
sideration will be accommodated
— that is one reason we are ask-|
ing each school to help define
what is best for its community. - -

I want our students to Dress
for Stuccess, and I know that

 they will. We will support and

counsel our students, but we .
exvect that all our students will . -
follow the dress code. S
Alfter just one school year, 1 . o
think we will find students and - = .

-parents will be enthusiastic -

about the program and the bene-
fits it will bring fo our childrent . -
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[0 Teason to supp
students’ personalities

By NMEKA CHUKWUELUE describe who I am. If thal right
* to express mysell is taken away,
_ 1 have been a student in the T'll be sad, because my siyle is a
DeKalb County school system big part of who I am.
since kindergarten. Now going You go to school to learn
into my junior year, 1 find it pre-  more than the three R’s, As 1
posterous that as a senior 1 look al the past 11 years and
might be forced to wear a uni- think about the lessons I've
form. . learned, many never came froma.
I agree with a stricter dress ~ textbook. Af school, I learn
codes. I don’t think students ~ about the world and how to
should be able to wear pants interact with different people
hanging off their behinds or have  and respect them for who they
their stomachs out. are.

' Buf I disagree with About two years ago, I
new Superintendent asked a school friend why
Johnny Brown's plan to she always wore a lot of
phase in uniforms, clothing and white head
especially for high wraps even when it was
school students, We are hot. She explained to me
old enough to respect that she was a Muslim
the dress code and. and in her culture women
leave our homes appro-  Nneka were supposed to stay
priately dressed. Chukwuelue covered, even when hot.

‘The thing I love attends Mar-  Talking to her and seeing
about the DeKalb tin Luther her dress informed me a
County school systemis  King Jr. High lot more than reading
its diversity. As I go fo School, about the Muslim culture
school, my world is in a book. :
expanded because I get to meet If everyone looked alike, the
different types of people who richness and the beauty of this
express who they are in many diverse world would be stripped.

ways, including how they dress.  Instead of school, I see a jail-like
I express myself through my institution where who I am no

clothes. How I feel shines longer matters and how I feel is
through in what I wear. I pur- no Jonger important. I want to
chase school clothes based on go to school and be treated like a
who 1 am, what 1 like and what  student and human being.

makes me comfortable. 1 understand Brown’s position -

I have a favorite pair of jeans  that uniforms will bring unity
that I wear when I want to feel at  and help students concentrate
ease when taking a hard exam or  more on academic achievement.
standardized test. I wear alot of  But DeKalb school officials need

pink because it's my favorite to focus on the quality of educa-
color and it puts me in a happy tion, not what the students are
mood. When P'm feeling espe- wearing. Many of the schools,
cially calm or quiet, I stick to especially on the Southside, are
black and shades of blue. providing substandard educa-

I keep my style a little alterna-  tion. That's the tragedy. |

tive, on the edge, and funky No policy‘about clothing will
because those are all words tlflat _change thaty ' _

. ”
L . Tty

e — = JAPTIE SR S P I [

i




L]

Ev JEM SANSEBURY
izansbury@ajc.com

DeKalb County students fac-
ing the prospect of ﬁmmhbm uzii-
forms to school say some of their
classmates definitely need
siricter dress guidelines.

But they don’t really cotton to

the idea of being SE exactly
what to wear.
“P've seen some girls with
me see-throughs, and that’s
stty much teking it to the lim-
it said Jamal Ward, a rising
scphomore at Stone Mountain
High School. “I like street
clothes. I never have worn a uni-
form, and I don't want to.”

New Superintendent Johnny
Brown wants 1o crack down on
Hm@@d%&%m attire, build 2 sense

T school team spirit and creaie a
59@ disciplined - environument
where students are easy 1o recog-
..rmm an¢ more focused on their

work.

The iirst step in Brown’s plan
is to immediately enforce tougher
dress code guidelines that will
prohibit baggy pants and

5Ci
EE

e
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revealing clothes.

During the {fall' semester,
school-level officials will meet
with employees, parents and

community members to deter-

mine more specific rules for
Brown’s “Dress for Success” uni-
form program. Each school will
designate two colors for pants
and two colors for shirts.

Students will be encouraged to
start wearing them immediately,
but they wom't be required for
elementary and middle school
students until January and for
high school students until
Angust 2003.

e really want to encourage
them. to start the first day of
school because it’s hard to do it
once school has begun,” said
Barbara Dover, who oversees
schools in south and east
DeKalb. “The word is really get-
ting out. People are talking about
.ﬁ-uu

Brown said he will encourage
employees to dress @woﬁmmmﬁsm_@
but is'not asking them to wear a

> Please see UNIFORMS, J4

RENEE HANNANS / Staff
Chandler Wright, 7, and her brother Jamele Wright, 5,
wear unifoerms on the first day of classes Monday at year-
round Meadowview Elementary School.




RENE HANNANS / Staff -
Malika Beason, 4, walks toward her first day as a pre-k
student at Meadowview Elementary Sc_hool on Monday,

! : : _ LUIS SANCHEZ SATURNG / Staff
Camile Hart (left) and Margaret Sale, freshmen at .
DeKalb School of the Arts, predict complaints.

&

» Continued from J1

uniform at this point. :
The DeKalb student uni-
form plan actually will be
more flexible than the uniform
policy in Birmingham, where

Brown previously was super-

intendenti. There, the colors

- were set districtwide. The pol-

icy had begun before he
arrived there. '

" “It contributed to a calm '
environment and fewer dis- -

tractions than you might have -

otherwise,” Brown said.

He said he also believes
families will ultimately spend
less money on clothes.

- Schools may. be able to buy in
- bulk from vendors. '

“1t}1 probably make it eas-

ier for my mom . . . not having -

to go out and buy so much

stuff,” said Connor Ball, a ris--

ing freshman at Druid Hills:

High School. “I wouldn't
want to wear certain shoes,

and I would hope they give us

the option of wearing shorts
or long pants.” .

Avery and Alex Cousins
aren’t wild about the unifoims
they already wear at Nancy

Creek ‘Elementary: khaki or
“blue pants with red, white or
blue shirts.. But it's only. fair

that everyone else in the
school system ‘should wear
them, too, Averysaid. .
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should leave these thmgs ln
_.the c]oset

'-b- Baggy })ants SR

mldnffs S
i» Ha!ter tops
B2 Tank tops :
-'> Short shorts'

b ‘Net or see- through gar—
ments

> Dresses, pants or skirts
W|th h:gh sphts

B -"DRESS FGR §UGGESS

‘Beginning Aug. 12, students

~elementary. and middle

_)> Shitis that expose bare L

oskirts, s

'UNIFORMS

";Begmnmg in January for

~schools and next fall for

“high schools, students WI||-'.' .
: -'__be I|m|ted to: &

i ¥ Two colors of shlrts

> Two colors of pants or

- The specnt“ [ co!ors and -
styles will be plcked at the
campus level this fall, and
students will be encour-
aged to start wearmg them
Voluntar]ly

- Their mother, Cheryl Cous-
ins, thinks uniforms are great
because they take the focus off -
brand-name merchandise.

e takes a lot of guesswork
 out .of dressing them for us,
and it eliminates a lot of the
peer pressure children put on
each other,” she said. “It hap-
pens in every school in every
county — there are some chil-
- dren whose parents spend a
-lot of money -on clothes, and -
there are some parents who
' can’t afford it or choose not
to”
Meadowwew Elementary

School, a year-round schoot

that started classes on” Mon-
‘day, first required a uniform

-last year. Principal Zandra

Sherwood said it helped elimi-
nate distractions among chil-
dren and improved their
behavior -as. well as thelr
appearance, -

The staff and PTA helped'
_pay for extra uniforms to.

donate’ to. families -who
couldn't - afford to buy new

clothes to meet the require-

ment: naVy pants with white

~ shirts or khaki pants with .

navy shirts.

“were voluntary or "strongly :

' “They can go to Wal Maﬂ
they .can go anywhere they :
want,” she said. “You don’t
have to :go to Buckhead or
Roswell to get your uniform.”
About 30 DeKalb schools
already have had uniform pol-
icies, but in many cases, they

recomnmended.”:
Ninth-graders Sara Joss,
Camile Hart - and Margaret .
Sale ‘said they think a uni- .
form ‘might -be partlcularly
hard to ‘swallow -at ‘their.

school, DeKalb School of the |

" Arts, where students study

music, dance and theater.
“People are so individualis-

tic,” Sara said. “I think there - -
waould be a lot of complaints.”

“] guess the colors [being
limited] are OK, but not the

- style,” Margaret said.

Several students said they.

don’t think their peers will

wear uniforms if there aren’t -

" penalties.

School officials don't plan
to be heavy-handed, Dover

said, but . will promote the

standa1d1zed dress as a way -

.to help meet the system’s

other goals — especially stu- -

dent achievement, ‘ ;
“Ye don't want school .

uniforms to be the issue;” she :

said. "Educatmg children is

~ going tolbe our issue and our

b

focus.”
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ihe biggest change in DeKalb
schools this year, other than the
coming of the new superintendent

of course, is his “dress for success” policy.

On Aug. 12, Dr. Johnny Brown wants
all students to be dressed for success.

By Jan. 7, the start of the second
semester, he expects all elementary and
middle school students to be wearing
specific colors, selected by their school
councils and parents.

Under the policy, each school is
allowed to pick two colors each for tops
and bottoms. Shirts are required to have
coliars, and be tucked inside the waist.

High school students, too, are encoui-
aged to voluntarily fall in line. If they
. don’, the policy becomes mandatory for

them in August 2003.

Though other school systems prohibit

revealing and offensive clothing, no other

Boﬁo‘momo& m%mﬁoE goes a8 far as DeKalb.
wwoﬁsu who took omwnm July 1, says
proper-dress- affects the way students learn
and he-is-placing strong emphasis on

mﬁn@maﬂm -achievement. .

wﬁomoaw Ragsdale; a mogow gystem’s
mwoWomBmP said principals feel that a dress
code helps with discipline. He said the new
policy has been well-received by most
parents, though some have argued that it
will stifle creativity.

“It sure simplifies shopping and it puts
an end to the fashion parade at school,”
Ragsdale said.

Ragsdale stresses that the policy is a
dress code, not a wiform policy. In a letter
published on the school system’s Web site,
RBrown writes that “initially this will be a
Dress Code for students, who will be
wearing the colors and styles selected by
their school community by the start of the

maoowa semester of the upcoming mnw_o&
year.”

“The Braves mbm the Falcons wear
uniforms,” Ragsdale said. “Everybody
looks alike. This is not the same thing.”

' Under the new policy, parents will be
able to buy various types of professional
clothing for their children, as long as they
maintain the agreed-upon color schemes.

Thirty of DeKalb’s 82 elementary
schools already wear uniforms, Ragsdale
said. The practice has gained momentum in
recent years with the introduction. of theme
and charter schools. Year-round schools
have also incorporated uniforms in their
policies.

Uniform or not, the new dress code has
banished some of the attire once cOMmMON.
in many high schools.

Continzed, page C3
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- or turtleneck;

 feagth shorts.
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By JEN SANSBURY

.. Before %m..m&ﬁﬁmmn.% Geor-.

gia’s sales tax ho iday this weekend
to’ buy back-to-school clothes,
DeKalb. County: parents. may
to check with their schools. -~ *

: wnﬁoowm..mwow& are picking col-
ors: for the uniforms -DeKalb . stu-
dents will: be encouraged
wearing, when'

-~ The ds
mentary ' and:. middle’
until’ January, but “district:
are encouraging vo.

| ance beginning with the first day of

school.:
school students  takes  effect next
st

iis baggy pants and
ing’ such: as. tank

shirts that leave midriffs bare,

short:

shorts, netted of. see-through cloth--
ing and dresses,
- with high its.

. Undernew :
“Dress for Suc-

colors for

to designate
shirts; which’

two,
sho
T 1L and’
pants,  SKirts,

m |
m
- detail to the initial July =1

" marily be black, . brown, navy ot

want.
- ' involve. their councils, PTAs and

to. start -
“classes begin’ Aug.~
standardized dress for ele-
; ‘school " stu--
dents won't officially be required -
officials ¢
voluntary .compli= - before school starts. :
The requirement for high*
. directing parents-
R front door. The
-~ But a revised .dress code goes - school’s
into effect immediately that prohib- -
revealing cloth-
~and halter tops,:
. “ site; calls for yellow or blue shirts

and pants or skirts -
" clothes megt. the
._ms@wﬁbﬁmbmmﬁ.\m : SR
- Johrmy Brown's _ _
cess? uniform’ Program; schools are: -
) -uniform .
d have a collar
two colors. for-
jumpers or walking: -

R : ﬂ.ﬁﬂ.amw&_u.WHN.mmbm\bmﬁmHooB.. i

_naﬁwWﬁﬂme$$WWﬁhﬁmu;w:_W%
JORS mn Store tor stu adents

A recent’ memo added more B

anmouncement: Shirts may include
a school logo, and shoes should pri-

" Brown has asked the schools to-

other committees: of students, . par-
ents, teachers: and. administrators -
in making the selections. They can
also. determine the specific styles of -

" Some campuses have already .
heid meetings to make their: selec-
tions, or at least to begin the pro--
cess. Others are. likely to. do so

a.mes-
sage’ OM. its . roadside marquee
to signs on the
signs describe: the
aniform: white or red tops
and navy or khaki bottoms.: ©-- e
7 Vanderlyn Elementary’s uni-
posted on the school’s Web

© Brockett Elementary has

~ form,

" and khaki or navy pants. Any style
i OK- at- Vanderlyn as long - as .
‘general  dress -

- code. T

" About 30 campuises already had

_uniform - guidelines last..-year;: o EEE HANNANS / St

though many were voluntary. - = e o T

_ _mgmw mngumw _ mwmw%aum. Wmmmw_..mow g Kindergartner Christian Brown and his sister,
" Success standards and 4 ?.mmw - fourth-grader Kayia Hagan, will attend Mead-
release can be ‘geen g owview Elementary. Uniforms will be.required

- in. county elementaries stariing in January.
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Second graders in uniforms line up for Sherette Wright at Delalb's Robert Shaw Elementary School .
Tuesday. Many students already are complying with the dress code, which becomes ofﬁcial ln January

Some DeKalb parents oppose new dress code
JO[ 202~

By JEN SANSBURY fjsansbury@aje.com
" and ANDREA JONES / ajones@ajc COIm

Jasmine BlOWl‘l, a seventh-grader at
Chamblee Middle School, got the freedom
to choose her own- school clothes. after
spending seven years in a uniform at
nearby Nancy Creek Elementary.

But her dad said Tuesday that his
daughter won't be following DeKalb's
countywide “Dress for Success” program
until it's absolutely necessary. He's among
a growing humber of parents opposmg the
new plan for standardized clothing, many

.of them angry they were left out of the

decision-making process — even the ones
who don't mind the concept.

“That's where my problem is ... Come

and ask us first,” Donald Brown said out-
side a town hall meeting on improving
DeKalb County's schools. “She will not
wear one until }amimjy Hopefully it will
get overlurned by then.”

The new requirements limit siudents to

certain colors for shirts, pants and skirts.

The colors and styles vary by campus, as

» Please see UNIFORM, B7 '{

ajc com

» Do you .
think the dress
code being -
launched by |
PeKalb . :
schools isa
good idea or
waste of time

and effort? Let

ts know at
www.aje.comy/
metro/dekalb,



By JEN SANSEBURY
jsanshury@aje.com

A panel of parents, students and
staff will hash out details for imple-
menting the new dress code for
DeKalb County schools, Superinten-
dent Johnny Brown announced
Thunsday.

Brown said a comrmittee of both’

supporters and opponents of his
“Dress for Success” plan will be
appointed in the next few days to
~ “gearch for common ground.”
Brown’s plan for uniform-type
dress for students has drawn criti-
cism from some parents who have

been organizing and contemplating '

lawsuits to stop it.
The dress code was one of the
chief complaints voiced by parents

i () / /7(, / o ;Z_,ﬂ

“during a recent series of public

forums on improving DeKalb’s
schools.

“We couldn't have known what
they felt about it if we didn’t have
those kinds of discussions,” Brown
said Thursday. “We don't need fo
work it out in the courthouse and
spend taxpayers’ money on that.”

The plan limits students to wear-
ing certain colors and styles of cloth-
ing. Some schools® are requiring it
already, though it officially doesn’t
begin until January. :

Supporters say the stricter dress
standards help improve discipline
and reduce distractions for students.

Atlanta political watchdog Harry

L. Ross on Thursday said he will visit

churches over the next month to rally
support for the dress requirernents.

“We don'’t
need to work
itout in the
courthouse
and spend
taxpayers
money

-on that.”

JOHNNY BROWN
Superintendent,

Delalb County
schools




As wg.ﬁ adozen ! “dressed
far success” Stephenson Mid- .
dle School stizdents gathered

dress code, twa &E.um wese
- Cleam
They w»h H.EN& mmgmm
. about the policy, and no two of.
them looked exactly alike.
-7t dossn't fee] like we're -
- wearmg a.uniform,” said Ho&
Levin, sporting 2 black. k
gﬁoumn.ﬂw shirt. éﬁﬁﬁ H :

looked around the gym {whers

students gather in the morn- -
ings], it looked like mqﬂw,uomw :
was wearing different clothes.”
Stephenson is one of several
DeKalb public schools that last-
week implemented new stan-
dards called for under Superin-
_.mbmm.ﬁn HoFEw mwoﬂ.n s
.)M o

Trzas for Succass”

.+ New York that had more rigid.:

. ﬂﬂﬁnﬂgﬁ

o . lastweekto Eﬁmwoﬁbmg :
© . County’s controversial new . the county say there wasa -

"5 subtle fear of punishment at -

.dents were offered rewards,
- such as candy bars, monﬂmm..

: ....Hmﬁmgnogm Some :

" schaols also offered pizza or’

-+ ice cream parties for 300 per-

- gent participation in a dass. I

-some students don't follow the

- centives” are unfair to mHmmE.m

RENEE HANNANS / Staff

Stephenson Midgle Scheol studenis (from 1eft) Kortnie Favors, qmw.o_. Price, Imani mﬁ..mm: .<.=nm§.. Smith and. Loyd
Mix wear. ﬁﬁﬁmosm % the .._u_.mmm éw m:nnmmm fook.- - )

mowomw Hmm.on& mn.oﬂm 8
SQ participation: “To.me
it's just clothes,” said Joel, who
- previously attended schools in-

. Students and parents 2Cross:

work in some schools. Stu~ -

new guidelines, it could ruin

the rewazd for the whole class,
Chamblee Middle School

parent Donald Brown said “in:

who want to wait untit the offi-
cial implementation dates: Jan-
uary for elementary and mid-
¢dle schools and next fali for

high schools.

BRANT SANDERLIN / Staff



Stud Q:m try on school

= nea._:& n.oa._u. .

arming. moﬂw,oo&\u &mﬁw Swmﬁ.

Icall i,” be said -
m@nubﬁu%nﬁ waogﬂ said

there - should* be. no:: conse--
quences : imposed: yet. “Cer-.
tainty, never’ do: I think: it's:

appropriate for' a: child to. be

embarrassed or feeling low on -
self-esteem . because of an:
activity. that has to. do with -

mnwocr # he said:

Brown: said the’ plan-

mmﬁmmmmw concerns - about
order,: discipline: and:inappro-
priate clothing that he heard.

last spring &s he met with par-
and. noEEwEJ‘ :

ents;
members.

“The: ﬁ@h idea. was for

kids' not to be. distracted by

showing " underwear - or- spa- .

ghetti’ straps or things of that
nawre,” he said “My expecta-

tion 13 that we ought to work -

hard to make the environment

" better for children.” .
Some stadents rme.w cireu-

‘leted petitions, and a growing -

group. of parents developed an
Internet discussion” group to

oppose the mandate as a vio- .

lation’ of constitutional’ free-

o allow parents to opt out. -

At a recent town hall. mest-:
ing at’ Southwest. DeXKalb
High," one: mother said- chik
dren: shouldn’t be: dressed as

© Lakeside:High' forum cbjected
0. imposing - “cookie-cutter”
. answers at: mnﬁoo_m ﬂ&H differ-

Brown: wmmn

_.code.:.

mﬁw&numob umwmbﬂ nmmow.
. Hunpter said . existing - rules’
_: against’ mappropriate clothing -
:had .not- been epforced: in~
. county:schools.” He''likes::

.gaﬁm&ﬁmmﬁwnﬁmm

T think the ldds Iook good '

like this: Ireally do,” he'said -

But'Hunter said many wwﬂ.”

- ents. are:more concerned with

improving . test: scores,” trans-

portafion:’and.: nnoﬁmuum
problems::7

“For most w.bEﬁ I think
if's 2 nonissue,; so they’re not
going 10 speak out one way or
another,” he said.

Browns Mill Elementary

et Wivesmt TITlasial

_ " doms: They. want the. district .

week
announced the formation of &
{ committee: to. find- *common -
- ground” between': supporters
~and om.uowmmw of the’ dress:

.o_u_mnﬁ mnonmr. H.mn mmpm wﬁ.
thinks' it's" “contradictory to .
“ encourage ovr- children to be
-free thinkers, leaders, and not
-l give’ in’to peer pressure, yet.
 force them all to dress alike.”:
Brown: came: to- DeKalb:

from’ the . Birmingham . city
school” system;” which' had

adopted uniforms  before he
-+ arrived. Mandatory- public: -
.school uniforms have been fiz-
. zling in some places but gain- -
~ing steam in others. The New -
- York Times reported recently
-that’ many schools: are aban-
‘“doning the idea, in part

because it takes too much

time and effort for teachers to -

police the policy.

However, Richmond
Coursty launched a mandatory
zniform policy for elementary

amd middla ealhnnl codamen Tn

mm<m:5 m_mn_mn _smamnmm wcmsm m_..a gighth-grader Britt-- -
.- any Silis wail for.rides home from Stephenson Middie
monco_ moa: mm< §m< Q_mx school cmaozam are. ox.

- RENEE HANNANS 7 Staff

1999, mhm znﬁm_wm mn&oon
Emﬂﬂﬁom uniforms - citywide
this year. In those cases, the
public had an' opportunity to
weigh in before school board
members voted on the issue.
Brown announced DeKalb's
change” in July,” and: officials
said it was. an’ administrative
decision he could make. - -
Dress. for: Success - initially

- called for two_colors of pants.

and twp_colors of shirts. Some
schools’ bave added the sug-
gested - districtwide | colors,

.Swuﬂm and: light' Eﬁm. to two

schocl-selected colors, provid-
ing a Litfle more gaq
District officials said they
dor't know how many schools
ajready are phasing in the
requirements.
mﬁnmrmnmow ZEEm %E-

!!!!!!!! 3 I .




ﬁ ﬂembihty than they reahzed ;

Their : outfits" ranged from_'_*-'.ﬁ': 4L R

* casual fo dressy, from snnple

o siylish.

- Garrett - Solomon wore a

polo ‘with the school’s Togo.
‘ Lloyd Mix: put on a tie. Taylor

Price: had ‘on ‘a big silver: belt.. 3

to perk up her black skirt,
M don't- like it but 1’ m.
’ gomg ‘to try to be as creative
as .I can with my dressing,”
said Taylor, who. prefers glit-
- tery T-shirts, “Tit do anything
* I'can to jazz it up.” Principal

Phyllis “Daniel ‘said - faculty -

members are encouraging stu-.
dents by wearing the standard -
colors - themselves, -

made a difference.

: “’I"he focus is not on what.-'

one ‘is wearing, but ‘on aca-
demics,” she said. “It’s not on -

who has “on a Fubu ___or._-

whatever e

> ON THE WEB: Read ahout Dross |1

for -Success ‘on the DeKa!b County
school system's: We.b site
mmdekalb k12, ga us/

_ » Citizens Against Mandatory School
Uniforms, primarlly ' made ~“up . ‘of
DeKalb parents who oppose the .new
dress requlrements, have set ‘up an
online “'discussion - group

; wwwgmupsyahoo comfgroup]
NoUmfnrmsl : o

hool Supenntendent Johnny Bro__
Dre__s.s for Success" program Students will be

_has faunched a

-and “‘the
changes already seem to have
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. &Kalb School: - Superintendent

W Johnny Brown announced Nov. 1

1Y thar his Dress for Success plan

will be implemented in: elementary and
middie schools in January 2003

High schools will begin implementing

the plan in August. ' Dress for Success

calls for uniformity in color and- style of

clothing, but gives jpdividual schools the

option to choose specifics of dress. Brown

also declared a tightening of the current
dress code, decrying attire that reveals
midriffs, shows underwear or displays
offensive logos or words. In order to com-
promise witha number of parents and stu-
dents who oppose the new Dress for
Success program, Brown will allow a
waiver process for those families who

e’

choose not to send their children to school
in the dictated color and style. The waiv-
er process is a two-part procedure that
begins with a parent filling out an applica-
ton for a waiver and progresses into a

" meeting between the family and school

principal.

1§ denied, the family may appeal to
the superintendent. If granted a waiver,
the student must still adhere to the basic
dress code in the school, which disallows
such things as revealing and offensive
clothing. Brown believes that his pro-
gram will improve education in DeKalb.
«This is about encouraging students to be
successful in school,” he said.

Also on Nov. 1, Brown: discussed his
High Hopes for High School Seniors

plan. The High Hopes plan will change

the number and type of credits a high
school student needs to graduate as well
as the structure of the day. The program
also gives students more opportunities to
take elective courses. Twenty-eight
credits will now be required for gradua-

- tion. Students will now be required to
. complete four years of math, English,

science and social studies. High Hopes
paandates that all 7th graders take pre-
algebra and 8th graders enroll in high
school algebra. Brown also said that
schools would be encouraged to offer
more Advanced Placement COUrSes 10
students. Brown is also looking to
revamp the K-6 curricula to prepare the
students for High Hopes.



aysensawsauny /%) 2

Jsansbury@ajo.com .-

. ‘DeKalb County ‘students
will be able to request waivers,
which will exempi them from
uniform-like rules, Superinten-
dent Johnny ‘Brown. said
The -district’s new dress
standards limit studenis fo
wearing ‘certain colors and
styles of clothes. The Dress for
Success plan_officially takes
effect in” January for elemen-
tary and ‘middle school
students. .~
" The new waiver form will
ask parents to state the rea-
sops they are asking for an

ent dress code

0 aje.co

compromise? Vote on -~ ¢
ajc.com ' -

exemption, It r_eqd_irés parenis

to state what alternate colors '
" and styles their children will

Weal‘l . . . L
Parents must agree that
children will otherwise follow

the district's basic dress code .
and meet with their .school’s -
principal to discuss the waiver. -

If the principal denies the -
waiver, parents may appeal to -

the superintendent. -

» Please soo WAIVERS, G8

¥ What do you think of the -

Waivers ease
rule on clothin

¥ Continued from G

 “We are not saying you don't have to follow- the
dress code,” Brown said. , '

When Brown outlined the Dress for Success plan
in July, he also tightened the restrictions on the

. disteict’s formal dress code. He banned spaghetti

straps, shirts that reveal midriffs, sagging pants ancl
other revealing or offensive clothes.

Some parents objected to the Dress for Success
plan’s additional uniform-like limits.

Last month, Brown appointed an ad hoc com-
ruitiee of supporters and opponents of the plan to
find a compromise. The group last week agreed that

there should be a waiver.

The program has been the talk of parents, stu-
dents and staff for months. Supportets have said it
is the best way to keep students from wearing
vevealing and offensive clothing to school and to
creaté an environment that is free of distractions. -
Critics said the district had gone too far in dictating
what students could wear. '

Complaints about the color and style restrictions

_escalated Oct. 1 after many schools began imple-

menting. it earlier than parents and, students
expected — including some high schools, which
weren’t supposed to begin until next fall. '

Brown said he had not expected the outcry
because he had heard from so many parents who
wanted the change. o :

“I thought it would be simple to implement,”
Brown said, as scores of staff and community mem-
bers attending Friday’s press conference chuckled. -

Sharon Riviere, a Stephenson-area parent who
served on the ad hoc committee and opposed the
uniforms, said she thinks many parents will be sat-
isfied with the waiver option. But she remains a
little leery because there will be no guidelines for
denying the waivers. . R :

“It gives them freedom ... [but] it still doesn’t-
quite spell out everything,” she said. b
" Peachiree Charter Middle School parent Sonny
Jester had argued against a walver because it might
dilute the impact of the program. He said he thinks
the waiver form is a good resolution to the debate.

“In mediation, if everybody leaves a litlle bit

‘unhappy, it's a good compromise,” said Jester.,



v

Uniform waivers proposed

» Continued frotn B _

~Allgood -Elementary and
‘Chamblee. ‘High mother
“Thelma -Grier ~complained
that even the summary par-
ents ‘were given of the first
meeting - last - week - didn’t
accurately .reflect the
discussion. o
-#1 - think " it -has become
very clear that this is a train
that  is “heading ‘down the
track no matter where any-
‘body ‘stands_ on it” Grier
Sﬂid.' o B
“The ‘committee -had 13
parents, five students, three

teachers and five principals.

— Tive administrators listened

or facilitated the discussion,
Though 'the -district -has
about 130 campuses, two of

‘the principals are also serv-

ing on a commitlee that is
looking at Brown’s propos-
als for resiructuring high
schools. Three parents and
two elementary principals
represenled theme and char-
ter schools with uniforms.
Oak Grove Elementary
Principal John Tippins said
he would not have agreed (o

participate if he thought-it

was a “stacked deck.”

By JEN SANSBURY
Jennshuiy@aje.com

. A committee looking for cominon ground on the

DelCalb County school system’s confroversial uni--
form policy agreed Tuesday to recommend students
he allowed to opt out, ' L

Cetting exempted from the “Dress for Success”

plan, which limits the colors and styles of clothes £
that students can wear, could be as complicated as - :

submitting a written explanation and alternate plan -
and then meeting with a principal, which district,

officials proposed. O it could be as simple as sign-¢

ing a form agreeing to uphold the district’s regular’.
dress code, which a parent pitched to the group. :
“] think the devil is going to be in the details,” -
said panelist Tom Fischgrund of Dunwoody, a mem.- .
ber of a group called Citizens Against Mandatory
School Uniforms.
Both sides expressed concerns they might be giv-

ing up too much, Proponents, including Southwest: -
DeKaib High parent Jenice Brinkley, said they did’ .

not want the policy watered down. ;
“ hope that this waiver or opt-out does not allowy
[students] to dress below the standards,” said Brin-’
kley, an organizer of the new South DeKalb Parent.
Counil. - : ute
Some opponenis argued that the plan wasn’t]

needed at all, just stricter enforcement of the stu-; .

"dent code of conduct, .

Superintendent Johnny Brown said he will decide’

what to do once the recommendation officially :
lands on his desk — probably next week. Hei
attended both of the commitiée’s meelings.

“Whal a great lesson in democracy this has- -

been,” Brown said. He added that he had “been

swayed to at.least consider some sorl of waiver
process,” L

Parents who disagree with the policy questioned-
whelher the group was tilted toward school district.
employees who wouldn't dare to speak against the:
plan and parents whose children attend schools that®
require uniforms. .

¥ Please see UNIFORM, B7




Most comply
with DeKalb
dress code

7 S’/g) Y,

By JEN SANSBURY
jsansbhury@aje.com

As Idlewood Elementary
School Principal Beth
McCraw read aloud from
the cafeteria stage Tuesday,
she looked out over a sea of
red and white sweaters, tur-
tlenecks and polo and
button-down shists.

“We tried to give them
lots of warning that this was
coming,” the principal said
of the 700-student school.

Idiewood's new Dress for
Success. uniform pairs red or
white shirts with navy blue,
khaki or black pants, skirts
or jumpers,

Thousands of DeKalb
County students returned to
classes Tuesday wearing
uniforms in colors that are
decided on a school-by-
school basis.

District spokesman Spen-
cer Ragsdale said most ele-
mentary ard middle schools
had at least 90 percent com-
pliance with the dress
policy.

Students must wear the
" uniforms unless their par-
ents obtain a waiver from a
school principal. District
officials said they expect to
compile the number of waiv-
ers districtwide by the end
of the week.

fdlewood third-grade
teacher Cynthia Rhodes
wore a khaki jumper and
red shirt to support the stu-
dents.

“I just thought they
would get a big kick out of
seeing me in uniform the
first day back,” she said.

Students in Rhodes’ class
said their main objection is

h ajc.coim

¥ On aje.com: Photo gallety
and forum on the uniforms,

to tucking their shirts in.
Otherwise, they generally
like the uniforms.

“It kind of feels like you're
a whole new person,” said
9-year-old Dunia Moalim.

Ragsdale said a “positive
reminder” was sent home to
parents of children who
wore regular clothes Tues-
day. The reminder asked
whether they need assis-
tance complying with the
dress policy.

Individual schools are

_ JOHN SPINK / Staff
Idlewood kindergartners Fuaad ismail (left) and Zeynab

" Hassan Dress for Success Tussday, as did most of
DeKalb County’s elementary and middle school students,
Zeynab's headdress is not part of the uniform.

developing ways to help,
such as clothes closets.

Kindergarten teacher
Judith Lewis said one of her
students cried Tuesday over
not being dressed like the
others, but most students
showed up beaming with
pride. “They walked in and
said ‘Let me show you my
uniform!’ " she said,

As Tanya Lewis dropped
off her kindergartner,
Na'imah, wearing a red
peasant shirt, skirt and
matching red tights, she said
she doesn’t mind the new
policy as long as it’s not rig-
idly enforced.

“I'd prefer that they'd be
lenient because she's

already, at 6 years old, int
expressing her individual
ty,” she said. “She’s like
little ‘Punky Brewster,” ”

Superintendent Johnn
Brown proposed Dress fo
Success when he arrived las
July. High school student
must comply in August
though some schools an
phasing in the requirements

“My sense of it is mos
people aie ready for th
change, and the schoo
staffs and students and par
ents and community
believewill be ver:
cooperative,” Brown said
“There” will be some
instances where conse
quences will be imposed
but . .. to the extent we car
handle those instance:
through counseling, we’ll dc
that.”

Parents may reques!
waivers of the policy by
obtaining a form from cam.
pus offices and meeting witk
the principal. They can
appeal denials to Brown.

McCraw said no one had
turned in a formal waiver
request at her school, but
several parents who said
they couldn't afford the new
clothes did inquire about
waivers.

She and Assistant Princi-
pal Delores Brown have dug
into their own pockets to
buy some extra shirts and
pants for students. She also
hopes to get donations.

Roberta Cash, who has
two children at Idiewood
and two at Henderson Mid-
dle, took a cab to Idlewood
Tuesday to ask about the
waivers.

She said she doesn't like
the policy because as a sin-
gle parent she can't afford to
buy new clothes for four
children for one day, much
less a weel's worth.

“1 have to live paycheck
to paycheck,” she said. “I
have to buy their shoes two
sizes too big. 1 do that with
their clothes, too.”



vt

cleahlin;ess_ of the schools: “With the amount of money being paid in taxes, these schools should be

- JOHN AMIS / Speclal

'T_he_'drés's '.c'od'e 'Wa'sn't the only issue at the _DeKaI_b' school board meeting Monday; Viola Davis complained about the

spick-and-span.”




By MAE GENTRY. .. -
meentry@aje.com’
and JEN SANSBURY.
jsansbury@ajc.com.

_Hw_m__. U.mw_&v___“__n_oﬂﬁw

Board  of Education spent.
more. than an howr Monday -
_pight debating whether

Superintendent’ Johnny

- Brown's controversial “Dress:
for Success” program should:

be official policy. . - -
. Board member: Simone

Manning-Moon - said " refer-

_ences to the program, which’

requires - students' to: wear

. out boardiapproval. .
" The board will have 2 spe-

- code of conduct; which pro-

- vides penaliies such as short-
term suspension for students
stedly violate the -

- who - repes
Hﬁw@.m... : o

" Brown proposed the uni-
 formlike dress code when-he .
. arrived in DeKalb last year,

*saying it would eliminate dis-:
tractions and promote learn-
"ing. When some. parents

" objected, the district decided.
- to offer waivers as a compro- .
" mise. Parents who got

- chairweman &

ot Brown,

“Whenwe getinto °
this much drama so

- close to the.opening -
- of school, that's not.

healthy for the

Cdismic”
© FRANCES EDWARDS -~ -

- Delalk school board

-~ waivers: approved ' last- year
“ mmust get - them: approved
8 _ “againthisyear -

- - colors and. styles selected by -
their schools; appeared. in-
the district’s' 20032004 Stu-

. dent Code of Conduct with- .

Chris: - mmﬁn_.n.__” a. Tising

.mmmwm».aq.ﬂmmmﬂ “'at  Shamrock *
" Middle: School, said he

objects to Dress for Success.

o don't like it,” he said. “T.

R i - don't like- to. be the same.
cial ‘meeting Wednesday to

“discuss whether to take.
Dress for Success. out of the

Bverybody 1 know doesm't
likest™ o
His mother,” Karrie Price,

* said she was unaware it was.
; mom&vwmao”mﬂ.mi&ﬁh. R
Too formal a pelicy?
" Brown’s initiative has been ‘)
 the subject .of nuch debate
¥ _Some - are
- angry that officials appear 10 -
 be making the program xaore

restrictive:- B

among - parents.

ince last year.

‘. But some aoﬂ@...ﬁnﬁwmw_m...

. the process havenot changed -

bas nﬁmﬁmm

believe Dress - for Success
needs to be revisited.

~ “T'ye got real’ issues with.
children being thrown out of -
" school because . they're: not-
- wearing the right: color com-"
binations,” said board mem-"

ber Bebe Joyner. . .
Manning-Moon': proposed

deleting from - the ' code: of

conduct  all’ references:: to

R Dress for Success and waiv-
7 ers because the board never
took action’ and because of
confusiori about’ the waiver-
process: She said the code of -
conduct carries the weight of .

board policy.

motives. -

Success,” -Roberts- said. “If
you take that .out: of here,

" Jowve taken all of the teeth
- ‘out of Dress for: Success. I
don’t see: what the problem .

where Brown:

Frances Edwards -

* on his: contract, and nothing' - schoo
ds; - the district.”

But board member Zepora
Roberts, 2 staunch ' Brown:
supporter, - disagreed : and:
questioned Manning-Moon's - Bro .
AR has had three: jobs In-seven.

“This was brought to the
- board  to- destroy: Dress for.

- caused: confusion in the dis-
" trict and prompted questions :

“The dress:code discussion
followed.-a - closed : session:
 provided - an
" update on’ his job - search,

0 b whether he goes or stays,
“said ‘board Chairwoman

Edwards said: “When-we get .
* into this much - drama so..

“Dr. Brown has two years  close to the opening of

1 Superin- -
tendent
Johnny .
- Brown
~updated .

the board
 on his job.
- search.”

" who said. she could not pro-
- vide more details on 2 per-
. sonnel matter.” - S
Brown’s job search -

! Brown, -who  came to
- DeKalb: a little over .a’ year -
. ago from Birmingham; is the

" sole. finalist: for: superinten-
‘dent . in" the" North ' Forest
- Independent, School District,

an 11,000-student’ systemn in

- Houston. But 'the board

there is split on whether he's

- the best.candidate.

" He was’ Eﬁmgmémm....wm.ﬂ.

- week -to- head' the Memphis
" school district but withdrew
. after board members". asked:
" about the Birmingham’
- schools’ " finances under

Brown. and’ the fact that he

years, according to the Com-
mercial Appeal newspaper. -
Brown's job  search has:

about. the: potential -impact .
on’ the 97,000-student .

~ DeKalb school system. -
%1 just think we need fo-

‘focus on the opening of -

- school and not -as much. on;

b

school;. that’s not healthy:for -




Parents who ()b] ec:t

must obtam Walvei_-:-;_

By MIKE MORRIS SR
mmorris@a]c com i ST

LI DeKalb County elementary and '
middle school ‘students got new school .
clothes for Christmas, they'll have to fit *
into the dlstncts Dress for Success plo

gram or stay in the closet. -

Unless : their:' parents oblamed an’

exemption | from the dress code for then‘
' " have told us to teach these children how -

o dress,” Moiris said. “We're expecting -
“our - luds 4o ‘dress ‘in"a ‘manner that =7
~would befit their job, whlch js to study

and dowell”, .
“DeKalb School Supermtendent..
Johnny Brown ploposed Dress for Suc-
Cess to mixed reactions in July. Cutlcs

child,

selected colors and two districtwide ‘col-

ors, .Acceptable colors and : styles “of -
pants, 'skirts and even ‘shoes have ‘also -
been determme_d on a campus-by

campus bas1s

"b DeKalb County school ofﬁ(:Ials con-
s;der ra:smg graduation reqwrements S

“B glrihlhg 'Iuesday, students w11} be'_'
limited to wearing shirts in two school-

o DeKalb school board membm Teuy;_'
' "Moms said the ‘new program expects * -
- students to “come to school ready.to go -
to work, not ready to go o the mall, or.

not ready to go on a date or not ready

" to go to Six Flags. -

. YIf-IBM or -Delia . ‘or Coca- Co}a 01‘"3;task force forme

"UPS or any of our local big companies o quiet the controversy.

“want to hire any of our studenis, they

-sald the dls{nct had gons too far m
" deciding what students . could . wear,
““while proponents ‘hailed the plan as the
~hest ‘way 1o ‘create .2 dlslractlon free :
' leammg environment.

“Parents also objected to being lett oui .
of the. dec;smn—makmg process. The pro-

- gram was an administrative decision by

_onwn not an official school board pol- .
ey change and did not require a boa:d ,
_vote.. -

Walvéls were dproposed by a speclal o
to find a compromise_ :

Parents who object to the require- -

‘ments have a!ready begun optmg out of -
‘the program. a
_ Fembank Elementary palent o
Steiahame Spiller, who served on the
task

force, said getting a -waiver
approved for her third- glade daughter

» Please’ sep NEW DRESS, B4




» Continucd bomBL

she’s disappointed that the pro-
vision hasn't been more widely
publicized by the schools, [
© e just handed it in'to the

fine,' » Spiller said. “I've talked
to . parents , who . didn’t even
. know that was an option.” .-

from campus offices. There are.
o restrictions  on the ‘reasons

for requesting ‘an “exemption, oo
~Walverst -

To opt out of Dress for Suo-

hut ‘parents and students ‘must
agree to follow the district’s reg-.
ular dress code and put in writ-
ing what their objections are
and ‘what type of clothing chil- -
dren will wear instead.”
~“High school -students won't
be - required - to - comply ‘with -
Dress - for “Success until ‘next -

fall, but some campuses will be 7 . AN
¥ State alternate co}qrs_an_d

~ phasing in - the requirements
this spring, ; et

— staff witer Jen Sansbury contributed
to this story. . .

was “relatively ~simple,” ‘and -

DRESS FOR SUGEESS WERR
Limits Includes
) Tchz_otorsof_ shirts* - :

>3 'Two:distr'icmide shirt col
_ ors (white and light blue)
principal -and she said “That’s '

¥ Two colors of pants of -

“shirts* R .
¥ Styles (such as po_lla_ré and !
" Waiver forms_are available logos)* © o e
“» Shoe colors and styles* =

* Selected by school " -

cess: .o

» Obtain waiver form from
“school office il
. »- State reasons for objection
> Agree to follow the

basic -
dress code . TR

styles preferred
» Meet with principal

A




| nifor. .

rule fades

_ » Gontinued from B1

" 200%2004 Code of Student '

Conduct :without board
approval, e
After discussing the mat-

board decided to take it up -
again Wednesday. -

. Manning-Moon _had - sug-
gested deleting Dress for
 Success from the siudent

. handbook, but she withdrew
her motion Wednesday. And" .
the board asked the superin- -

tendent to review the code of

conduct and make recom- .
mendations, which ate to be ,

presented by the October
board meeting. ‘

Brown called the compro- .
mise ' “a win-win  for -

. evewbociy.”

Lee-Ann Williams,; a E
member of the group Citl~

zens Against Mandatory

School Uniforms, had mixed =
feelings about the district’s .

‘action Wednesday.©
“QOn the one hand, if the
ptincipals are actually being

told to accept the waivers,
' then I think that's a good
thing,” she said. “But I'm .
concerned that there was not -
* a definite action by the :

‘board to mandate that and

“'to inake the opt-out part of .
. the! policy as stated by the *

‘ sup‘\eriqtendent tonight'’s.
- oo

{er for more than an hour -
.and a half Monday, the

The move is a complele -
- about-face for the  district, -

" which earlier had required par-
‘enis to meet with the princi-

pal, explain their reason for -

seeking a waiver, specify what

“colors and styles their children
would wear, and get the princi-
pal to OK their request.

- Chairwoman Frances

' Edwards said it's time fo focus
more on instruction and less
on dress. She ‘endorsed Dress

for Success as “a tool to help
children become the best they

cannbe

HOur -'éhildr_en will _-'ha{re'.
clear -guidelines of expecta-

tions,” she said. “But the peo-

ple who select what children

‘wear are not the school system
but the parents.” = . o
" Dress for Success, which

"requires students to wear col-
_ors and styles selected by their

schools, has stirred contro-
versy- since Brown proposed it
last year, saying it would elimi-

~ nate distractions and promote

learning. ‘When some parents

- objected, the district decided

to  offer waivers "as a
compromise, - e
Elementary- and ‘middle-

- schoolers bégan -wearing -the

uniformlike clothing in early

Januaty. High school ‘students -
must participate ‘when school

opens next week, unless their.
parents choose to opt out. - -

“Dress for Success became
an issue again Monday, when

board member Simone -

Manning-Moon noted that ref-
erences to the ‘program had.

appeared in the district’s -

t
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Superinien-
dent Johnny
Brown said
parents no
longer need
io justify

+ their stand

- against uni-
forms,

Brown leaves
‘uniform policy
“up to parents

By MAE GENTRY

‘ lmgentr.y@_ajc.com g/y /7] 3

DeKalb  County School
Superintendent Johnny Brown
said Wednesday that parents
— not principals-— will decide
whether their children must
abide by his controversial uni--
form policy. .- - L

At a continuation of Mon-
day’s school board work ses-
sion, Brown read a memo
addressed to all .principals
informing them that parents
who don’t want to participate
in “Dress for Success” simply
need to put their wishes in

‘writing, sign-the letter and give -

it to the principal. Students
who opt out still must abide by
the disirict's existing dress
standard. '



