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It was no mooamww in 1991 that mmna
A. Lucas taught black and white stidents
. at'the high-achieving magnet program at

Browns Mill Elementary.
That year DeKalb County officials were
- still under court supervision to desegre-
. gate schools. They decided to expand to
the south a popular program begun at the
-venerable Kittredge Magnet School for
- High Achievers — opened four years ear-
lier on its own campus HEmﬁoﬁome SEwm
northDeKalb: -

Both programs drew mﬁnamﬂm ooﬂh@-.

wide. Blackstudents admitted foKitiredge
ook a bus north, while white students

admitted to Browns Mill bused south to .

wwmmoEEmuﬂw,chowhHwOEm
. Then, in 1996, the Supreme Court

lifted the desegregation mandate. Court- -

ordered integration efforts stopped. The
mowoowmﬁﬁmﬂgﬂm&oﬂmomadgmmaﬁm-
sioms. .

‘acad mBEm 3@, . mmmmamnp.sos

16 years after opening,: the ]
. magnet wﬁomHmE.Em%.w_umﬁw achieve eq-
- ity with Kittredge in a success supporters

. Ieasons,

Epm %Eﬁm mﬁﬁampwm in aum wﬂoéﬁm g&. B
- Bmmbmﬁ programallbut &mm@ﬁmﬁma

‘Does it matter?

77 On the cusp of mmﬁnm”ﬁ...oﬁh omﬁwmm

the Browns Mill

say. they will. count 5.@52& and mortar,

"not skin color. .
That success comes as the mwﬁmﬂ em-
batks on a countywide effort to increase.
programs. solely for academic

“choice”
not to achieve desegregation
— which was'so keyin the ommmd.on of Kit-
tredge and BrownsMill. . . _

Some here shrug off any ﬁo_“mb&& Te-
segregation for what they say truly means

something: an equal share OM Hmmoﬁnmm at’

the two schools. -

- . - About “eight out of m<m_.,% H.o ng&mm in

DeKalb County is African American; one

out of every 10 children is white? said Ex- "

nest Brown, whose two youngest children, -

> Please see SCHOOLS, BS

m_.oé:‘m Mill téacher Audrey Williams :m_um
‘Quincy Grant and Chad Smith prepare fora
PowerPoint _u.,..mmmam.mo: of thee 13 colonies.




. _ ’ . o ' e Photos by RENEE RANNANSHENRY / Staff
Agerette Armstead teaches Spanish in Brown's Mill's magnet program. The DeKalb County School System is working to elevate thé pro-
gram to the level of its big sister, Kitiredge Magnet School. Sixteen years after opening, Brown's Milf is about to get its own campus.



» Ccﬁlinued i"'romF-‘i ,

]’ohn:rLake breathed"' uge: sxglx of
. relief Wednesday: when“the caid reading
' “John, Lale 'Jr." was' sélected from the

DeKalb school headquarters i in' Decatur.,

Thete weie 78 students vying for only

10 vacancies in Kittredge’s sixth-grade
class. John Jr. has spent the first three
months. of this school yea.1 at M111e1
.- Grove Middle.. - 5
% got 'seveéral letters saymg test scores

it Ldecided to wait i
ake said. “Werej
" & soon.asit’s available

-'pzaymgonlt” SRR
~As:the Begirining of the séhaol year

'l

YA

 weren't ‘back and--was.gefting a fittle i
ont‘and be

] their 'spots
ioving. hitia ;- helr <po

“on the waiting list,
ve . been :
. president,. was - relleved Wednesday fo

- . 1 d t h ’d ‘be:
«:;_:_];;pproached the district ‘had little chmce n out e
“but |

. ‘g6 hhead ‘with™a lottéry in- ]uly ‘
. ever, though test scores Wweren't :avail---
- able; for 490 /of the 1,636 students ‘who",
'-:._applitlad ‘said ‘magne 'coordmator Pat-._--_;
. é i e

2" ithink

§ held some'seats operi’
Georgtas cumcu]um“ Syl

Copeland said she. 1ece1ved calls from

_-a lot of patents'— soie of them unde;-
, standably frustrated.’

“They didn’t: want: me o' forget "
Copeland said. “I''could “never set

_another date for th d] lottery,
‘golden “barrel in “the board room at - another date for {secon ] e

which didn’t help.” " ;
“Of the 490 ap licanits in lnnbo since

July, 300 were U timately deemed ineli-

gible. There were 190 new ‘names in
Tuesday’s ' drawings, along with 375
remaining “applicarits not selected in

“‘.]ulys first: lottery
“There' fo_r-‘reg-.
1st'ration“ "t -claimi

“be teplaced with thoser

Mac Platt 2 former:

£ (1tt edge parent

“My ch]lcl got-m At's)
because there aré g -1
didn’t get in)” h

students. "




» Continued from Bl

as twins, attend fifth grade in
- the Browns Mill magnet pro-
- gram,

“There aren’t enough
white children in DeKalb for
- a black child to always sit next

to,” Brown said. “You can get

a quality education in an all-
black environment.”

Lucas, now Browns Mill’s

schoolwide assistant principal

" of instruction, said the school

“would love to have” whites

and others for diversity’s sake. -

. But, for now, it doesn’t. Par-
ents say that's fine.

“It comes down to con-
venience;,” said Tony Dean,
Browns Mill’s PTA president,
who has a fourth-grade son in
the magnet program and a sec-
ond-grade danghter attending
regular classes, .

“I live five minutes fro
Browns Mill/ Dean said. “I
live five minutes from church,
I'work at home. One of mybig-
gest concerns is quality of life.
Quality of life isnot getting on
the bus or going to Kittredge !

Whatever  building the

Browns Mill magnet program.

moves to would already be
owned by the system but un-
used. System officials said a
-decision would be announced
in the next week or so, None-

theless, the magnet program’s,

parents and teachers believe

the move would finally make it

. equal to Kittredge both in pro-
. gram size and visibility,

The Browns Mill magnet
currently serves 190 students,
- commpared to Kittredge's 415,
and does not have its own
principal or administrative
. staff. '

o

: : g o " . RENEE HANNANS HENRY / Staff
Taylor Roberts, (left), Chanease Nichols and Jordyn White, all fourth-grade magnet students
at Brown's Mili in Lithonta, head to class. Blacks and whites attend Kittredge Magnet School in
near-equal numbers. But Brown's Mill lacks that racial diversity. ‘

Browns Mill School Kitiredge Magnet School
Race/ethnicity % of total ‘Race/ethnicity % of total
enrollment enrollment

STUDENTS STUDENTS

Asian
9% ]

A Aslan 125

Multi- White
racial 38%
2%
250,
 Multi- ’
raclal 5%
Latino 3%
TEACHERS
Black
19%

White

Sources: State Department of Education 81%
(Octobegr count), DeKalt County i




Erj . Houek, - edueatio:

uwommwmoﬁ..mﬁ the University of -

Georgia, because “the racial -
s much

-aspect wouldn't be a
of a factor within this context »

“#Given .ﬁ._um.ﬁ m.E O..m. the chil=:

‘dren have. been - identified
academically - gifted, the

as.
concern would
‘of a child’g

be; regardless
‘race, does every

child have access to the same-.
program.” Houck said. “Dg.

they have equal access to qual--

ity teachers, equal access to-

- quality gnidance [counselorg],
equal access to quality leader-
. mw_..mﬁw: . o

- “That becomes the equity
question,” Houck said;

" Browns Millmagnetteacher
Paula Wilson said the program
academicallyis “equal inmany

Wways o Kittredge” The prob- |

lem? “Many people are pot

EVED aware we're here, We're

limited as to space”

- Meanwhile, Kittredge, with
its gmall campus and own
dedicated principal and PTA,
may relocate farther north to
Chamblee, part of a sweeping
redistricting broposal which
over thenext three years would
also close five schools and re-
draw attendance lines foris.
It is hard to tel] whether
expanding the Browns Mill

magnet program would make .

x

That last point'is key, said

. “Pm concerned .. moving
 Kittredge north will hurt di
versity” said Ann Pruitt, aKit=

- closer to

hurt:di

tredgesocialstudieste cher, at:
a recent meeting with -System -
officidls. Those: officials . say
the move would put Kittredge
the middle and high
schoolsinto whichits students
feed.. _ o
When asked sbout diversity
and student enrcliment, Rob-
ert Moseley, DeKalh's associate
Superintendent said he thinks ,
it just comes down to parental
choice. “We're just frying to
develop a quality educational ,
experience” he said,

Countywide, black stu-
dents make up 76 percent of
the school system’s 102,000
enrollment.

Blacks. and whites attend
Kittredge-in near- equal num-
bers. High test scores are re-
quired for entrance but don’t
guarantee admission; between
one to three students from
each neighborhood elementa-
Iy school can get in, but Space
1s also won through alottery.

" The Browns Mill -Inagnet,

- considered a “schog] within a-

school;” reserves halfofits190
seats for top-scoring neigh-

borhood students, The rest

‘man at Kittredge.

it Timcrennially produces - they wantfed] o promotion!
@ wait list. Magnet studen . And, she said,

i : ise . to enroll her son i :
-+ because “my: personal belief
- is.children should not spend”

Both magnet Programs. of-. -
fifth and sixth
also” offer: daily .
foreign language instructign::

Mill; Ger- .

O-studentbody, -

fer only fourth;
grade.- Both'

Spanish at wwoﬁﬂu

They. both emphasize the:
integration of the arts into
regular lessons as well ag smal] -
class sizes. At Browns Mill, for’

-example, the magnet DProgram -

runs between 17 to 21 students
ber teacher; in the school’s
Tegular program, class sizes for
fourth and fifth grade have gv-
eraged asmany as 33 students.

Yet, if nothing else, percep- -

mowwaw,ﬁznmm%w ontop. “It’s
the original” said Patricia Co-
peland, DeKalb coordinator of
magnet and theme programs.
“A parent who puts their
childinto Kittredge, they want
their child educated,” said Toni -
Eichelberger, a south DeKalb
mom who five years ago pulled-
her then-fourth-grader from
Browns Mill because she was
unhappy with his education,
Much of that unhappiness,
Eichelberger said, stemmed
from her Perception that even

the staff at Browns Mill were

-Mill" magnet
-equalthen ornowto Kittredge.

1o one is

can expand our program.

“either on surviyal’ mode:or

she did not try -
In Kittredge

hours commuting to a school’
and-then be faced with mul-

- tiple hours “of homework af

night” Eichelberger decided to -
home-school her son. v
Lucas, the assistant princi-
pal, would not say the Browns .
iy PIOgram- - wags-

But that, she believes, comes
down to physical constraints,

. “They’vebeen astandalone
sincethe mm%ﬁrm%oﬁmummm she
said. At Browns Mill, “there are -
almost 1,100 students here. It
is very different for space and
Iesources” oo

Otherteachers said; forlack’ -
of its owm campus, . they -did
Dot consider the Browns M-

magnet program equal, with
Kittredge. They noted that as
their first concern, although

Pooh-poohing. any
diversity that may follow, ai~
ther. :

“Sometimes. we Have shi- -
dents who never ‘venture out=.
side of this area? said “Teresa’
Grant, whoteacheg mathinthe
Browns Mill magnet program, "

“Ifwe get our own building, we

T RS T T -
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. Magnef Programs.. "

_In DeKalb Schools i</ Js/ss

“One of several remedies in the order from the 11th Curcuit
Court was increasing magnet schools — schools which attract
_ students. . The .DeKalb system currently has several magnet .
“schools and programs in operation. They include: Lol
- e Kittredge Magnet School For High Achievers, located at.
. Kittredge school, currently has an-enrollment of 342 students. '
. :This year-it serves grades four, five, six and seven. Long range
“-plans are to add one grade per year to the school which attracts
. students county wide. The enrollment is 49.6% white, 44 % black
- 4.4, % oriental and 2.1 % other, BRI
. e Scientific Tools and Technology (STT) is offered at
. Ternbank Secience Center for ninth grade students. Students
~ attend one gquarter of instruction in-science and math. Sixty
students are envolled each guarter for a total yearly enrollment of

_ ¢ Avondale School for the Performing Arts, carrently has |
152 students, 108 of whom are black. Students receive apecial.
“instruction in acting, dance, music and other perforinance arts.. -
¢ Language Magnet program housed at Kitiredge is for
- students who. want intensive instruction in foreign language.
Students attend ¢lass for two hour's each day, then return to their
home school. 106 students are envolled. A -

e Math Magnet program for elementary schools is offered at
three different locations. Students may altend .one year, or the
entire sequence. Approximately 20 students are enrolled in each
program. The fourth and fifth grades are housed at Kittredge, the
.sixth grade at Snapfinger, and the seventh grade at Brair Vista.

e Pre-Kindergarten Magnet is for four year-olds: Two pairs of
schools offer this pilot. Allgood and Midway Elementary Schools °
ave paired with classes offered for 36 students at Midway.
Idlewood and Indian Creek are paired-with 356 students in classes
housed ‘at Idlewood. These classes are racially balanced.” 0

" e Open Campus high school is considered a magnet school by
the instruction department. Students may- choose . this school - -
which offers intensive academic emphasis, and no extra curricualr  ~
activities. The school has an enrollment of 915 students; 62% of
whom are black. - o S R

¢ The Occupation Education Centers, one in novth DeKalb,
and one in south DeKalb, are considered magnet programs. They
offer vocational and technical classes for students who attend patt
of each day, then. return to their home schools. OEC-Noxrth has
approximately 450 students, 46% of whom are black and 54% of
whom -are white. OEC-South. has approximately 500 students; .
82% of whom are black. S Coa e
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DeKalb hoping |
to avoid busing -

By Rohertﬁnthany%’aﬁs "
Staff writer  — . :

"DeKalb County school offi-
cials said Thursday they hope

their pians to open eight magnet

programs in majority-black south
DeKall schools next fail will sat-
isfy a federal judge and allow ihe
system  to ~avoid mandatory
busing. '

“I know this is going to be in.

the direction the courts want,”
Superintendent Robert R. I‘lee
man said,

U.S, District Judge William
O'Kelley will decide whether the
stale’s largest system has done
enough to comply with an October
desegregation order by the 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

“He wants {o see things hap-
pen,” Dr. Freeman said of Judge

O'Kelley, who ordered the system -

Feh. 26 to submit a deségregation
plan for next fall, The plan is due

next week, but the sysiem has

asked for-an addifional 14 days,

. 'The suceess of the plan would
depend on how many white stu-
dents from north DeKalb decide
to participate.

Whites “have 1esponded to
the other magnets we have,” Dr.
Freeman said. “They have re-
sponded fo Iprograms in] oihel
cities,”

Among DeKalb’s 73,000 stu-
denfs, 200 attend a perforining
arts magnef program at Avondale
High School and 350 high-achiev-
ing elementary students at{end
one at Kitlredge School. Students

in both magnets are evenly divid-

ed by race,

- Dr. Freeman said. officiais
plan to establish magnet schools
—- special programs designed lo

-aftract students — at six yel-to-be-.

identified south DeKalb elemen-
tary schools and {wo high schools,
Among the magnef programs {o.bé
introduced are a math, science
and computer cumcu}um a per-

forming arts package and a pro-

gram “for highly molivated stu-
dentig, he said.

The plaintiffs whose suit led
Lo the desegregation order Thurs-

day applauded DeKalb for mov-

ing to implement a plan for the
1990-91 school year but did not
comment on its specifics, Previ-

ously, they had criticized the sys- -
‘tem’s magnet-school plans as far
oo limited to achieve a broader

desegregation of county schools.
“I hope there’s community in-
pul,” said Marcia W. Borowski,

the attorney representing the
“plaintiffs in the 22-year-old de-
segregation case. “Beyond that,

I've gol to see [it] and take il to my
clients and see what they think.”
About 4,500 black students at-

~lend  predominantly  white

schools through DeKalb’s major-
ity-to-minority (M-lo-M) program,
bui only a handful of whites have
applied for transfers to majority
black sehools. ' _
Natlionally, magnet schoot
programs have become increas-
ingly popular in recent years as

‘school systemns have sought to

prevent the flight of white stu-
dents from public schools, :

Dr. Freeman said the system’s
magnet school program will be
expanded even if the U.8. Su-

preme Court overfurns the 11th

Circuit"s rulin'g. '_'I"he h_igh courl is

expecled to decide whether to

hear DeKalbs appedl w1thm 90

days.

rules, school officials expect to
meet'with Judge O'Kelley to re-
ceive guidance on how {o proceed
next fall, officials said.

“The new magnel programs

-represent the firsl slep in a

broader efforl to comply with the
1ith Circuit Court’s ruling, offi-
cials said. Eventually, ali 32
schools with less than 20 percerit
white enroliment will have such
progranis, Dr. Freeman said.

Dr. Freeman said he is.mov-

ing away from a previously pro-

posed extended-day magnet pro-
gram where students could siay at
school from early morning to eve-
ning. The extended-day programs
were aimed at working parents
but drew lukewarm support when
presented in December, he said,
The superintendent declined
to rule out future pairing and

clustering of while and Dblack

schools {0 create attendance dis-
triets with balanced racial popu-
lations, And asked il he was rul-
ing out mandatory busing, he
said, “I do not contrel the judge;
the judge contmls me.”

Dr. Freeman’s plans drew

“mixed reactions from school

board members, however. Chair-
man Norma W, Bergman said she

strongly supporis the new magnet -

programs,

But Phil McGregor, the lone
black on the seven-member
board, said he had not been {old

-about the plan. “He [Dr, Free- .

man}, at least, has not shared with
me any details of the plan ? Mr.

McGlegm saxd

A[‘tel ‘the -Supveme. Comt_
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By Judith Bethel

Nelghbor Staff Wrlter. _

~ ‘Some :DeKalb "County children
now -have .access to training and

facilities unavailable to their préde- .

cessors through the recent, additlon
of magnet programs.. .
As -technological advances con-

tinue-to change the way th;ngs are

done in_ the workplace and in the
home, the DeKalb County School
System .is also makmg changes in
the classroom. :

30 far, those changes are workmg
out well, school-officials say.

“verything is going well so far

and parents seem to he extemely
pleased,” said Chuck B. Hutcheson,
executive director of magnet pro-

grams.
o With . two . magnets - for - high
-achleveis, -Awo aeademies for';--

" math/science and _ technology,

.. computer education  program, an___..

- academy. for ' the -performing: arts;

two ‘performing. arts centers and.a

‘writing ‘academy at the elementary

“level — and the DeKalb Center for
“Performing -Aris and ‘the ‘Foreign .
"-Language ‘Center on the secondary
level - magnet programs are now :

3 servmg 5,000 students.

~oo-While tourmg magnet facllltles at"
: -'Avondale and Towers ligh ‘schools ::
~-and Snapfinger Elementary School,

" officials - stressed how - Amportant
_community -interaction Is to the
‘suocess of the program EEI

7 / A jl )

“We are trying to foster a good -

relationship with the people in our
community,’”’ said Dr. Lonnie
Edwards, executive director of the
community . and staff relat:ons de-
partment.

*Our schools operate thh the
support of three essential compo-

nents, the horne, the school and the
commumty,” he said.
The “four,

people to see the magnet schools’
programs and facilities: first-hand.
Avondale High School’s Center for
the Performing Arts, offers courges
including dance, drama, vocal and
instrumental musie:
+ Its facilities. include Kyle
Theater, a 300-seat audiforium,

~complete with an orchestra pit and a
a4 - computerized : sound " and lighting
*booth.’ 'The : complex “also has._re-
: hearsal raoms for instrumental and
' :.vocal music. - -

The performing arts magnet isin
: it's fourth year and has 300 students.
+-It's ‘broken “into two . components;

‘in. - 'which- ‘students

and recitals each year. -

‘The Towers High Schoo! Forelgn '
: Language Magnet offers courses in-

Chinese, ~Japanese, . ‘Russian,

'__';French German and Spamsh This

attended by school -
officials, some board members and
the media, was an opporiunity for.

~ equipped with TBM Coy

ments including m
. tables, m1eroscopes anct ‘a “video

PAGE 7A

Students also haVe the option to go.
to higher levels in a given language
at a magnet program than in other

-sehools

Snapfinger Elementary-: Schoo]
whose “principal, -Cravford Lewts,
took charge a few we
school year began, is
technology magnet. e

The ‘schoo! has "labo;

state-of-the-art " scie

display monitor, which_allows stu-
dents to -see 'enlarged versions of
their - mlcros nbjects andr-

hard to get away from a
7sichools’ being run under one
roof’ approdch. Any class can use

i» the labs; teachers just have to sign -
-classroom - arfistic - instruction, of-"""
fered at begmmng, infermediate and
--advanced levels;" and performance
S development
. participate in._ several produotlons

up on the schedule for a specific
time."”” -

The new prmc:pal sald he was
pleased ‘with the way things are -
going so far.

“If ‘the last three weeks are
indicative of what's to come, I will

‘be extremely pleased with the way

the school year will turn out " he.
said, '




-Respon.se_. has - been 'pos-itive fo
action . by the  DeKalb - Board -of

Bducation to create a new magnet .

school, -according  to’ Superintend-

ent Robert R, Freeman, but it will

be from two to three weeks belore

plans will .be firm enough to (hs .

close, -~ -

CAL its fm‘mal meetmg, in June,
the board diverted $450,000 from a
magnet school for four year-olds

that had attracted only 40 students
in each of two locations, The super-:
intendent was instructed to make :
preliminary - plans for-a new ‘mag-~
net and repoit to the. bo'nd at its

work session in July.

Two schools have alr eady éome
forward asking for the new mag: .

net, Dr. Freeman said.

eign lahguage component.

*.There -have been three or four
suggestions ‘the superintendent
said, ‘but ‘it is too preliminavy to

~discuss these. ‘plans; He told the

board last week that he hoped that
the new magnet school would be a

- Inirror magnel which would duph
" cate an ahe_ady sueccessful magnet

school mow .in - operation, but in

" another:. geogxaphlc area of the

county
The tax get  will be the approxi-

3._'mate1y 2,000 students who applied
““to.the magnet pxoglam ‘but could
“‘not ‘be placed .in’ existing schools..
"Of these, approximately 1,500 are
black -applicants and 500 are white-
iapphcants.

~In.his ‘early discussmns, Dr.

: . _"I‘neeman said that he was consid-
“These schools .want to offe: the_-

Tering.creating.a mirror of the most
science-math component or the {'m-

successful magnet school, the per-

"*{fotmmg arts magnet on the cam-

pus of Avondale High School.
Dy. Freeman said ~he was
pleased -with the success of -the

.magnet concept so far, even though
‘he is sometimes attacked by par-.

ents when “he: wants to make :
changes in the magnet formats. *“I(-
you have .a magnei that doesn't

. maximize its potential, it is havd to - '

phase it down,”. Dr. Freeman said.
“The schools are successful and do

._‘:have followerg. T have ‘had pavents L

come to talk to me about magnet - .
schools and talk as though I have.
never heard.of them — when 1 was

" the one who pmposed t.he magnat
in the fivst place o

But that is not necessarily bad,
the superintendent said. “When -

_the ownelshlp of' the 1dea is t1 ans-

- (See MIRRO_R, Page GA_)

o (Cbﬁtiﬁued me 'nge' :1Ai

_ fened hke that then 1t is good for
“the school,” he said, ' :
*“And -magnets in- geneta‘l are-
good for the home school. We try:to
- make them. a theme schocl,” “he -

said, *

‘such as foreign langu_ages_ or

computers, - Much of .the magnet
school program - bleeds into -the -
general welfare of the pgeneral -
school. For example if we have a
computer ;magnet, and there are .
two ‘periods a day: in which:the
computers are not being used for
computer classes, then the gener al -
school can use them.” .




Kittredge Magnets
selectivity divides
DeKalb parents

By PATTI GHEZZL
pghezzi@ajc.com

Sorne raised their fists in victory.
Others clapped, stomped their feet or
leaped from their seats and scurried
into the lobby.to share the good news
over their cellphones.

For these parents, & piece of paper
drawn from a brass barrel Wednesday
meant their child can attend DeKalb
County's top-rated Kittredge Magnet
School, the school with the highest test
scores in Georgia. :

For the losers, not getting chosen left
the bitter feeling that a child’s educa-
tion shouldn’t be determined in a ran-
dom drawing,

“Fhe thing that's hurtful is these kids
are eligible, but for the luck of the draw

they can't get info Kittredge,” said
Donna Edler, who retreated o her car
and cried when her son Daryl’s name
was not picked, “I've been hoping for
the' Kittredge program since before he
was old enough to go to school.”

The amual Kitiredge lotery, held

e / > o

T

" Photos by DAVID TULIS / Staf¢

Dallia Harrls
(above) is
“religved as she
hears her son's
name called out
to attend
Kittredge Magnet
School. Teacher
Everett Edwards
{left) roils the
lottery cage for
the controversial
drawing
Wednesday at
the Delalb
Colinty school
koard office.

Wednesday at DeKalb school board
headquarters, is always a surreal scene,
filled with anxiety as pavents wait upy to

“three howrs for their child’s name to be

drawn. Many patents consider the

¥ PLEASE SEE School lottery, AS




Three months into ‘the school year, all but one of the

coveled empty seats in DeKalb. County elementary mag-
~net Programs were finally ﬁlled_'W_ednesday ST TR

I the second Tound of lottery drawings, 536, students
- contended for 145_;elementa1y, amiddle and high schoo}

seats in the districts six high-achieyer magnet programs,

BV JEN SANSBURY 1/
: _jsansbury@ajc,ﬁqm_ R

. __-_Se_venty.-'nipe,_ofsthe 80,-'element_aiy slots were filled, but 35,

“of 65-0p¢nmgs;in_-'the_fup'per grades weren't filled because
‘thete WEren’t:enqugh{e_ligible_applicants. S
- A’second adm_iS'sio_n'-lott_ezy-was_needed because state.-
~.wide problems and delays with two different standardized
tests before the beginning of theschool year [eft officials
table to. determine -Wheﬂ*x__er'nearfy a third of the more
‘than 1,600 students who applied wese qualified, ..~
“The winning- elementary students will start their new
~ classes after the ‘Thanksgiving break Middle and ‘high
school 'stude_n_ts'wﬂl startin January, - . S
By far the highest demand was for Kittredge Magnet
School, considered the best elementary school in the state

by the Georgia Public Policy Foundation, -

T Tl
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By HFL!&N ORi)NhR
Judge ‘William O’Ke]!ey, seek
: mg a “common  voice” from .par-:

“ents of black «children, did not {“md 5
- “the: current plaintiffs in-the :22-
" He doesn’t expect there willever
._be one, he’ said, ‘hutohe. promlsed.'_'
“that “his ruling ‘will endeavor 1o -
protec!. then Tights, whether their.
‘voices Yare 1epugnant to some one‘

_f.lt last week in his courtroom.

else, ¢ or even the coui £

whether the p]amt.lffs, who. oppose_'
tion.” The: Eléventh Circuit Court -
declsxon she added; Says that bus- -

the school.system will-be the long

THE VOICFS had definits

views as Spukesmen for-blaek” par- =

‘ents clashed ‘on the direction in
‘children’s "schools = -

ere was A eement on,

“which - their,
“-should go.’

the desne fm a umtmy system, but

'.__neys for ‘the opposing Armstrong :

representing:. the :law- o ‘their -
clients ::*that they can go back to"
_:sepam e, butequal.” - : :

ot o0 whethel busmg is. the way-j
to gol there. . .- .

- Marcia “Borowski, - attolney for -
year-old case; char ‘ged | that attor-

Group, have’ been - “‘dishonest’. in

The law, sha™. smd, requnes':
maxlmum feasible" desegrega-

ing must be-considered; “If volun-

ary methods don t _mk we have_'

““Fear of - busmg” has gl own_
untxl the real issue of‘ quahty edu-_f

. 3/2-3-/§a o

e ,.ontmued From Page l)
n _':,'.cat.mn is gver luoked ghe said..

" “ever, that the system did not want

o Armstrong. G:oup attorneys
" maintained ‘that the -majority of
" ‘black ‘parents disagreed with the
.- stand taken by current: plaintiffs
" and ‘had been .ignored, leaving.

‘their. chents essentlally umepre -
-spokesmen must . mpxesant majm

o sented..

They::. asked fm equahty in

’ iéchonls, ‘and -stated -there™ is ‘mo. -
represeutatwe if you are pursuing

_relief contrary to the views of the

" constitutional right to rac1a1 bal-
.ance in classrooms. - -
The. school system. accordmg to

: attmney Stan Hawkins, has been
‘eaught-in the middle of a_conflici

" between members of the plamtlff

Cparty.
“He msnsted to the _}udge how-

“to be in a position to pay.fees to
‘more than one group if'it ended up
:on the losing side ina dispute.- -

He cleally ‘backed ' Armstrong

- parents, ‘saying ‘that school attor-

neys think ‘that the plamtlff

ity views,:
~“You can t be an’ adequate class

majority of the class.”
‘He also ¢harged that the p!aln :
tiff’s “attorney should have in-

formed the court of conflict among -

DeKaib’s black pavents about the

' case. - éy/}?’/qo



By SPENCER RAGSDALE

- ‘Most ‘black “parents ‘in . DeKalb

are opposed- fo mandatory busing, ity education, In fact, busing was

and -strongly -favor neighborhood
sghoo!s, according to a poll commis-
sioned by the DeKalb Chamber of
Commerce. . -~ .

The Atlanta-based minovity firm
of H. Ross Enterprises, Inc. polled
6356 black families in DeKalb
County by telephone. -~~~

H?rry_'L. Ross, president of the
polling . firm . said, “Questions
which focused on the busing issue
yaﬂ@efi_ these results: 65,2% of the
participants did not support man-

mandatory busing to achieve gual-

not popular -in ‘the poll at ‘all, as
69.6% of the parents -did not ‘sup-
_porf. -mandatory ‘busing -just to
achieve racial balance if they were
guaranteed equal distribution of
educational funds and facilities in

“all ‘'schools ‘in-the DeKalb County

School System.” :

“Mr, ‘Ross -said as far as his
research can disclose, this type of
poiling has never been done for
another major: school aystem to

balance and 48.7% did not support

. ’{9&&2 ; 2({:&,‘4 J::;«.w
e

'Aéco_r_ding to Da’v-id:_ Chesnut,
board chairman of the DeKalb

-Chamber of Commerce,  “Nobody

‘ever ‘asked -this vast group what

_their opinions are...we in the white

community - have just made as-

sumptions of what they think.”
He.said, ““We have a white male.

married to a minority female who

“is mow - divorced ‘and ‘in . a ‘non-

custodial position ‘with his chil-
dren..and a white lawyer saying

what black parents want in the 20-

year-old -school. desegregation
eaBe.’™ . - . 1 - :

3 ) determine the :feelings - of black -
: ﬁ_gtory busing to achieve .racial ~parents. e s .

“(See POLL, Page 6A)
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(Continued From Page 1)

Mr. Chesnut was referring to
Roger Mills, one of the, named
plaintiffs in the class action -suit.
DeKalb school system has been in
the courts since 1969 in the deseg-
regation case styled Piits v. Free

man, The case was appealed by the
plaintiffs’ to the Eleventh Circuit

Court of Appeals. That court re-
versed the Federal District Court
and said the system is not desegre-
gated, and that busing . must be
considered among the remedies to
vemove the vestiges of the dual
i;chao] system that once existed by
aw. -

The school system has appealed
the decision of the Eleventh Cir-
cuit to the U.S. Supreme Court. So
far the Supreme Court has neither
accepted nor rejected the DeKalb
achool case. _ _

At last week's press conference,
Mr. Chesnut formally transmitted

“the poll results to Juanita Bar-

anco, a member of the Georgia
Board of Education and Co-Chair

" of the DeKalb Schools Citizens

Advisory Group. - L
Mrs. Baranco said, “Many fears

in the white communitly are based -

on the feclings that black parents
want busing. They don't...”

Asked for her veaction to the
poll, Mrs. Baranco said, “This was
the feeling that T had from talking
to people, but until now 1 had no
formal way to back my feelings

3 : . .

Said Mr. Ross: “We now have
the voice of the black parents
speaking to such critical issues...”

“Integration,’” said Mrs. Bar-
anco, ‘‘is the ideal situation...but
in formulating a desegregation
plan you must formulate - priovi-

ties...the number one priovity of

black parents is quality ‘educa-

tion..."” : _ C
She said that the poll will be-

come a part of the information now

‘being collected by the Citizens Ad-

visory Committee as a basis for
veccomendations to the DeKalb
Board of Education.



Children are children, no maier wnere you go.

RI{ H MAHAN/Stalf

Erlca Roe_kstroh moves her helongmgs inio her new Roekstmh, who has 28 years’ experience as a: ceaclm, -

ciassm'

By Anne Cowles
- Staff Welter

Drled Roékstroh surveyed her new

‘Nears; Resentment
On Lottery Put Aside

;'c]assmom Thuisday at- Gresham Park
- FElementary School, with its bare bulle-

.. lin ‘boardg, ‘¢ardboard boxes of supplies -
“and yellow plastic chans stacked- on top -

of child-sized tables. - -

" Mys. Rockstroh.and her teachmg as-
“sistant, Blanche Louise Hall, moved fur-
niturg, sorted through, aupphes, contemn-
‘plaled - ‘where to-set up kindergarten
" reading groups -and envisioned a bulle-
1in “hoard ‘with clowns, “balloons, num-
“bers and shapes fo. greef students ‘on
- Aug. 23, the first day ot schﬂol in DeKalb
L Coundy, "

'-‘preuence, was among 114 veteran De-
Kalb teachers veassigned by lotlery. this
year in response fo-a {federal cowrt order
{0 egualize {eacher experience hetween

DeKall's predominantly ‘white schools’

and _its majority black schouols, .-

't-‘(xreshamfi'ark "Elementary Sclmal Mrs,

_(f Zi Ao

%ﬁ Q‘Zﬁé# ﬁq},ﬁ) }‘Wm_lﬂﬁ M/

First Day of School

“Mis, Rockstroh, who has 28 years of _

-~ The b8-year-old leacher, who was
transferred from Woodward Elementary
School, drew No. 26 in last month's lol-
tery. Although she is'still exitical of the

wway ibe lottery was conducted by the

DeKalb school. syslem, Mis, Rockstroh

- said she will make her new job at

Gresham Park a positive experience for
herself and her students,

“I'm going to have a wonderful
year,” she said Thursday. “But the
school sysiem ruined my summer. The
lottery just was nol a geod experience. 1t
should have been done in a way thal

was transferred from Woodward Elementary Hchood,

was not so lension-praducing.

“But this is going to work," she add-
ed. “T fee] very positively abuut Gresh-_
am Park. Children are childien, no mat-
{er where you go."

One of her new colleagues, Annie
Taurie Glaseo who taughl al MeLendon
Elementary School for 19 years biefore
heing transferred fo Gresham Park,
voiced similar resentment about the-lot:
tery.

“T thoughi it showed a lack of con-

eern for our feelings,” she said. “But., ..

I'm giad the whole thing is over. I'm
ready to gei down o husiness.”

DeKaib was ardered in June 1988 hy
U.S. District Judge William C. O'Kelley
o place more of its highly trained and
experienced teachers at its predomi-
nantly black schools.

The 1988 order followed a sludy that
showed instrirctors at predominantly

OPEMING Continued on €5



