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ATIANTA'S PRATHER TWINS
AGE WITH ALERT GRACE

Miss Enily and Mlss Nva, Alone Wlth
gGhosts of the Past, Much Allve to Prpsent

By Rebecca Franklin

Hidden away in a quiet cormer of Brookhaven -~ Jusi
down the street and over the rallroad track - two unusually
bright, courageous old ladles are spending whe olosing years
of thelr lives in a truly yemarkable manner,

They are the Prather twins, Miss Emily and Iles Lva,
and they live alone with thelr ghosts of the past in a
small green house all clustered about with trees and
shrubbery. Out in the front there's an 04 Duteh well and
yellow jasmine and honeysuckle vines,

Inslde thelr hildeaway on a winter afternoon, you'll
find a grate fire blazing, llghting up brightly pollshed
nookeases with thelr volumes of Dickens and Thackeray and
Shakeapeare, Along gbout 4 there'll be tea In fragile
ohiina oups and you'll hear talk « good talk - of days that
used to be,

14nk With 0Ol1ld South

Small end dainty end stooped with the years, the
Misges Praether )
romantlc days of Southern elegance and oculiure. Iooking
at them you can't help thinking: "Time is out of Jolnt,
They don't belong here, They're storybook charaoters,"
But they're very mush allve,

With & proper show of feminine reluctence, Miss Emily
sdmits "we're in the late seventiem now." Yot they're as
alert and lively as a couple of sparrows, They do thelry
own housework, thely own cooking end gardening, and both
dre devoting & great part of thelr sunset days to the re-
gording of famlly history,

Mlss Gmily is soon to publish a book, Some time in
the next few dayse, the tiny lady - she's soarcely four
feet tall « will take her manusoript to the printer after
two yeays of wrlting and dlligent research, ghe vrote the
whole book in her own preclse longhand, working wmostly in
the evenings, The volume covers 147 years in the hlstory
of her mother's family and is oalled "The Verderys of
Georgla,"

Plan for "Future"

At the same time Miss Fva has spent the past few years
delving 1lnto the genealogical history of the Prather famlly,
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She has written much on the eubject, but doesn't plan a
book, Moet of the material has been glven over to other
members of the family,

"Now that we've looked after the past of our kinsmen,"
Miss Emily swiled, "we can begin to look to our future on
ano ther plane of iifée Peath is a troublesome thing; bub
we have to plan for it,"

It's been a long, long time since the twine came to
Atlanta from lafayette, Als,, at the close of the War Be-
tWeen the States, In her book, Miss ¥mily recalls: "Stone
Mountain is the first objlect that the Prather twins can re=-
menber,; as rising, tall and pgray behind thely temporary
residence, 1t extended Llts preat arms of granlte Into thelr
backyard," . .

Their father, Colonel John Smith Prather, a Coufederate
hero, published "The New Era" here. It was the first demo-
aratlio paper printed in Georgia, after the war, and was set
up by the colonel himself, He ls buried in Decatur Cemebery,
where the U,D.C. has srected a plaque in hls honor.

Careers as Teachers

The twins sbarted early on school-teaching careers,
assisting theilr mother, Mre, Susan Verdery Prather, in the
operation of the Prather Home School, established about 1892,
Fre, Prather herself was a remarksble old lady, wrote short
gtories at 8%, lived 87 years,

Subsequently, for 25 years, Miss Eva taught Latin,
math and salence, and Miss Ruily taught English. and history
in the fashionsble Finishing schools that dot New York State,
They live now in the summer home they established during those
years, : :

Miss Eva and Miss Emily manage to keep thelr days brim-
ful of activity, They have thelr radlo running almost con-
stantly in order to hear the "terrible" war news, and in the
evenings one of them reads to the other: Right now they're
reading Stewart Raward Whlte's "Wild Geese Galling," They're
both devobted to Harper's Magazine, whioch they read "1lid to
114" each mounth,

Alone though they maey be, they're not helplese by any
neans. A few months ago, when ohildren attending a nearby
sghool somehow let fire get over into the Prather yard,
bupning the fence, Miss lva marched over to the achoolhouse
and gave the principal a thorough going-over, lHe was most
apologetlo.

Verdery Ancestry

Thus the Prather twins are living up to thelr dis-
tingulshed ancestry, The Amerlcan Verderys are degoendants
of Jean Jacques de Verdery, counselor to King louls XVI of
France Ln the parliaments and courte of the Province of
Gulenne,
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A son, Hathurin Marechal de Verdery, brought the .
femily nemoe to America, settling in Augusta, Ga, in 1794,
Previously he had lived in Santo Domingo where he wrote
the Filrst book ever written on floys of the West Indles,

Mles Emily'e book glves much material on esrly hablts
and customs in Georgla, and contains considerably history
of the 0ivil War period. In wrltling of her Kinemen, she
devoten most of the space to those who have achleved mome-.
thing, For, as she quotes in the frontlaeplece of her bookt

"Knowledge of an honorable ancestry should be an in-
gentive to noble conducti for our ancestors are reaponsible
for our 1ives, and thelr influence is still felt by all,"
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