T was born FHary "arcaret Fatout at 39t, Vincent's Hozpital in
Indianapolis, Indiana on March 29, 1922; the second living child of
qay parvets, Marie Audrey (%e Best) and Hugh Daniel #atout, The
middle child - between my brother who was five years ay senior - and
T, died 3 few hours after birth, My naternal grandfsther wass a medi-
cal doctor and delivered my brothers and I - unnsusl even in his day,
He took care of our medical neaeds until shortly before his death when
T was nid-way through hroh school, T've often thought T received
better medical care ns a sult then that which T gave ay children,
With a doctor's training in observation and the nztural %eandancy to
freguently see grandparveants, his observvational opvortunitiss were
bountiful,

T prew up in 2 two story brick house sitting Far bock fron the
street in the north side of Indianapolis. PThis house was designed
by an archetect frwond of wny father's, A street car line wns on that
street, We woved into that house in the late £211 of the year my
brother atarted fivst 7resde and T was 2 toddler., Jdot beine resdy for
occupancy in Sepbeaber, my parents enrolled ay brother in the elemen-
tary school we would both attend and he either walked 2 vaery long way
or toolk street cars until we roved in., Two car fandlics were a rabitly
in those early days of the avtomobile. 7The usual only car the father
nsed to get hin to and froa work, Consequently, we wolked to school
with qmuch =ora frequency bhen my childrasn ever did, This, for us, was
Tfour or five bloecks, Oune parbicularly rainy day when wabrellas, rain-
coats and ‘00t¢ were nob -much protection, T was one of the many zent
home to get into dry clothes,

Both sels of grandparents lived in our aren. ¥y Tather was the
third of four children- he had a brother and a gsister older and =z
birother younger then he, His parvents lived aboutl four blocks from
our house nexb door to his sisber sad her nusband and bwo danghters,
His sister's oldest dauzhter was o yenr older then T; the youngest
was thrae or four years younger then T. His oldest brother zlso had
two c¢hildien - a boy, the oldest of us six cousins, and a girl a yenr
younger then 1. Dad's youngest brothOf was the only sibling living out
of town. He was asn Bnglish professor at Pucdue Yniversity 60 miles
away 1o Lofayette, Tndisna, He broupght his bﬂide to call when I was
in elemnentary school - they never had childrer There wsas nuch inter-

action in this grouyp, There were yearly luqlly reunlons when I was
young held in the country on a fams,

The three of us cousing that were close in age were friends as
well as relabives, We attended the sane eleaentary and high schools
and 4id many th}nﬂs both with and without fanily functions tozmether,
spent nizhis in each ofther's houes, ete,

Pad and wis older brother were Civil Enginesring gradustes of
Purdue. Xy uncle ended his carser as a selfl eaployed contrchor Dad
spent his working carecer ss vicz-rresident of the Huch J. daker Company
dealineg in structural steel, Dad's father, a road snzineer, died when
T was about five of heact related pfohle”“ His wmother continned. Lo
Tive in her hoae but was fTreaendously afraid to be alone, ewcccially at
nient, Hoavine a d=2ushter next door was of snall coafort. 3he was
hesitant to baby sit with ay brothe‘ and 1 when we were btoo younsg to be
left aléne becsuse our homne nad 8o mony Unndow% on the zround floor
she was certain soneone would Ercdv in., Qne such n1vhi sy hrother had

ﬁo W%‘P the rounds, bo be sure doors were locked and }1>nt out after our
rand 1wobher had reticed h\cnufo off this fear of hers - and she was there




Lo stay with us in our carent's aboence,

After ay erandf-thar's deoth, 1y grandqother took in boarders to
keeo Tron beineg in her howe by herself, Soon she stopped taking in
boarders at which tine my cousins took to spending the night with her,
ghe eventually woved in with my aunt and her faaily, rantineg her house
until the mortygase was puaid off when she so0ld., Dad's younser brother
wag also a Furdue graduste; obviously not in engineering, His per-
gonality and abilities lie in a different field,

My mother had one brother who also lived in our area, He was a
chemical engineering graduate of Purdue and worked with 211 1illy, a
pharmacentical firm, in Indlanspolis until his rebirement, He didn't
marry uontil after wmy wother when ay brother was two or three veacs o0lg,q
even thourh ne wes the oldest, iother 2nd her sister~in-law had talked
of each having = child o the saane btinme, Mhis didn't quite work out as
plonned as their Jdauvghter is three aonths older then T! My mother was
hooing my brother and I wonld share a birthdasy - thig didn't come to be
either ag our bivthdays are two dsys apact (plus {ive yearg). This
gide of 1y fanily also had Tanily funchbions, The last few rceunions
were a2t ny grandoparvent's and were wy grondaother's fanily.  Beins one
of eight, she had aore rvelstives with whon to reunion then did my
grandis who was only one of three, Both of his brothers were
pharaacists - the professions of all three fit in well together,

Healthwise, I had the usual childhood discases, Scarlet fever,
whooping cough, and one other that eludes me gtruck at the same time,
T was in early elementary school and missed much school that year,
Those were the days when a coniunicable disesse guarantined the house--
hold and a siegn stating the diseasse was posted on the front door, Only
one sign was posted Tor me, however; it was felt nol necessary to post
thres! An early injury resulted in a life-long weak knee, I fell off
a1y bicycle onto concrete pavement, Thinking the resulting soreness was
normal, not much was made of 1t until more than enoush time had elapsed
and it wasn'l setting better, My grandfather referred us to a bone
gpecialist who deternined that the £all pushaed the knee eap of ay leit
les against a blood vesszel causing it to bleed into the joint., That
blood had to be drained - thal necdle scesed excessively long and big
at The tinet HWot to have done so would have resulted in a peraanently
atiff knee, 'Twice more during my elementary school years things hap-
pened to again cause this bleeding into thatl joint necessitating drain-
ine, I broke the 1ittle finger of my right hand durinz elementary
school which made writing nost difficult, I broke a bone in wy ankle
in high school., I was = priviledzed character at that time with eleva-
tor privilezes only "handicapped" students had in that three story high
school .,

ot too lony after ay hirvth, the grest depression hit, As T've
hesrd so often since, we dida't know, as children, how hard up ©inan-
cially our fosily was, e were able to stay in that house we aoved
into when T was alwuost too youns to rescaber living snywhere else, Ve
never were downreight hungry, slways had clothes. Conversations amony
my parent's contenvorarics through the years indicated more bhan per.
sonal zuzperience the teavma that nast hsve been theiras, My father
handled his wobherts business affiairs as well as his own manszing to
pay off the wortesasge of her home and business debis his father left,
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Church always has meant 3 great deal to nee. ¥We attended o
down-town church - Central Christian, Tn high school yesrs T visited
a Christian Church mere blocks froa home, bub it never seened the
same, My mother joined that church when she was 7, an® she was wmorried
thers, The group T was most often with in hish school were the young
people from church, Being a down-town church, the congregation wos
very much a mixture., hapy asemnbers moved to the gsuburbs but continued
attending there, And there were those residing in the imnediate
neighborhood,

Another cirele of friends centered arocund s groun of Dad's collese

f raternity brothers., Those that were in Purdue at the s=iae $ime that

ettled in Tndianapolis continued a close relationship. The adults met
twich monthly in each other's homes for dinner and an evening of bridge.
Periodically on Sunday evenings the families would gather for o meal and
an evening of socialiging, There wers sevaral sumner vacations taken
together, AL the Sunday evening affsirs, the adults wonld gather in
one area to talk and the children would play gamnes ~ cards, charades,
hide and seck, cle,

My brother and I wore not too close as children. ror one thing,
five yearts differences didn't seen to lend itself to having much in
common, Add teo that the fact that our temperments were Very different.
He was quick - physically as well as mentally, Academically he showed
of £ to much better advantage than T, He was active in many sports
and was 2ood at them, When 1 was Just beginning to date and my con-
temporaries were not yet old enough to drive, my brother look my date
and T to the same dance he and his friends were attendine., I overheard
one of his phone conversaticns with a buddy when he stated "I have %o
take my sisterit Since we¥ve both been married - when the age gap
wouldn't have nade so much difference -~ wetve livad 500 wiles apart
thus not presenting many oponorbunities to become closer!

Ky brother was Robert Hugh Fatout and was born Harenh 27, 1917,
lso in Indianapolis. He was one of those pzople who counld do many

things well., He seemed driven to be constantly busy. e was active
in hoy seouts, oparticipated ia track in both High school a2nd college.
Neighborhood bay his age gathered often at one of our neighbors. The
back yard was given over to a basket ball court -~ never did srass prow
in that back yard. So close knit were this group of boys, that th]
called themselves King's (after the faaily that cwned that house) Back
Yard « shortened to ¥ _|.3‘_f1

yal

Bob, an he wag known fo the faqily; wes alse a Civil Bagiaeering
eradaate of Turdue, Hany had not ﬂﬂcov”vbd froa the results of the

debression at this tinme - including my parents, ‘dhen Bob was ready
for college, my pavenbs gave hin the choice of delaying college a year,

because of th01ﬂ finances, or helping himself. Bob chose to hclp hims
gell and start right away, He, Loo, was able to go with Hugh J, Buaker
upon sraduytion, Jorld ¥War IT came up and he scrved his aray btime with
the Rainbow diviston., He w=s wounded in Prance and soon was discharged,
He married Dorvothy Durham Decenber 15, 1945 - seven rnonths after ay
marriare,Reflecting during their engagement, they deitermined that their
first contact was in bthe second grade in zlenentary School #70Y Dorothy
attended Butler Unive Psity earning a Hone Heononics degree, They were
were marvied in her Church - the Universslist! fheir first hone was s
rented apartasnt, They then Built, then later built osoain,

o
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Bob and Borothy's fivst child, Richard Allen (Dick) wss born
June 10, 1947 at the HMethodist Hospibal in Indianapolis - only seven
weeks after our second child, a givl, was born at the same nosoital,
by husbend was Gransferred shortly before onr dauwshter was due, and T
went to my parent's at this tive. 1y sister-in-law and T shared a bit
of our oregnancies together, Their second child, 4 riorie %llen, was
born Tebruary 4, 1950, Because Dick waz vnable to talk distincetly yet,
ne could not say Marjorie., She soon became known to all by his derivae
tive of Marni. Marni was born on our Granduother Fatout's birthday,
Bob and Dorothy weve to have attended a bivthday party for her that
day - they never guite sot thers! Both Dick and Harni sttended Indisn-
polis public schools, BDick served in the alr corps in his early sdult-
hood and was in Vietnam for awhile, He never attended college. e
noved to Denver, Colorado after his sray bour where he met and married
Terry ilebron on June 21, 1975, Her faunily were Phoenix, Arizons resi-
dents where their wedding took place, Two children cane to then in due
bine - Brin Leish on Aprdl”19,3%%78 and Thomas Hueh on fay 24, 1981,
Dick becane a contrzctor, larni attended Butler in Indianapolis, s did
her mother, bat never sraduated, She held several jobs in Indiaanavolig,
one of them takin2z her to Chicaso. She, too, noved to Denver, where she
met and Married Gene Bars, a real estate man, on September 2%, 1978,
They don't plan a family.

As to schooling, I abtended Elementary School #70 at the corner of
N. Central Avenue and ®. 46th Street. 1 4id sattend kindergarten one
year in = church across the street from this school., 8ix grudes at #70
were shrictly elementary. Orades 7 and 8 were housed on the second
floor and were considered junior high with changing classes., 1 suess I
was as unlike my brother as it was possible to be, The semester system
was used at that bime, the second semester bedinning after Christuess.
T did skip the second senester of of of my early grades, Consequently,
I entered hish school in the niddile of the year., 1 elected to stay in
high school a semester after conpletion in order to start college at =
wore appropriate tine. Later, scadewnics didn't cone nenrly as naturally
te wme as they did to ay brother ~ ny report cards seemned wmore often s
disappointment to my pareats. I did not seen driven to be busy every
minute as he was; athletically, it seemed T had two left Teet! T was
mucn more content to take life siower and %o have more time to myself,
High school years were spent at Shortridee at 8. %4th Street and i,
Tllinois, I attended a junior colleze [for wonen, Stephens, ia Colunbis,
Fissouri, Christian Collegs for wounen and the University of Hissouri
wers also in Joluabia, Adter Stepvhens T attended Butler and lived at
home, At Butler I piledsged to the Alpha Chi OQuegs sority and wss subsed
guently initiated. T never secuwed to be Yealled" to a career: in fact
I never really made up my mind what T wanted to do. A% Stephens I
thonght T'd like to be a librarian; a4t Butler I chanzed to Home Becono-
mics, then To Business, Looking back at thoushts and report cards, the
later produced belbter grades and more interest., fhile at Butler, I sce-
cepted an engagenent ring and came to feel wny studies were not leading
me bo anything I craved doing, wWhile an Associate of Arts resulted from
Stephens, and two more years were speni alt Butler, major chanszes did not
build up enough creditls in one Tield for a Bachelor's desree,

One spring holiday week in hizh school, T dbd o on a hictory de-
partaent s?onsered trio to Wasuington DG, The hish school was built in
a sguare around a cantber courbyard., The corner rooms on the second and
third floors were study halls - immense rooms twice the sige of vegular
classrooms. In the front corner of these rooms were cages containing
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reference bhooks. Students maintained = HGY averapge, could mnan these
tooths to check reference books out and back recelving a gaall wape
for doing do. 1 did this a senester or two and usdd the money T
earned to finance most of that trio to Hashington -~ T felt ten feet
tall!l  While at Butler, I worked at o loeal department store downtown.
One assiznment was in Iadieg! lingerie. I had wet what was Lo becone
my nusband; he wmet me ot work one evening to take me out., T was busy
with 2 cus ion@r when he arvived; to know he was there inthst deopsrt-

ment was something in itself, Uhen a, fellow sales clerk asked i she
could help him, it was downright funny! T later worked as o stenoseapher
For the Riley lMenorial Association - a cowuos dedicated to maintaining
and keepiny open for visitors the home of Zames Whiteo b Riley.

Girlhood activities included szirl scouting. We met in 5 chureh
across fron Slementary Zchool 270 -~ the saze one where I attended ki
i arten. A couple of sunners T attended girl scoub oo ., One of these

i sone of Dad's fraternity brotheris daushter Jibnﬂ}on the sane
sOf Knowing I would know souncons there in advance was nice!

[
1

V“F1¥ uummews I attended s Chureh caup. Tn fact my Chureh partially
oaad the fec for several of us to alttend several suwnmers. T wors also
Johts Uqu”hter while in hizh school « an organigition For the daugh-
ters of Maoons,  This ﬁroun rented cobbapes at Lake Tpoicanoe soveral
sumera, T was dlsbed to be noninated £o an office that progressad
through other offices to being Honarary Jueen - the highest office in
that orsenization: T wes equally devastated to have bo tura it down,
I knew at that tine 7 would be attending collere oub of town thus not
being able bo serve that last office ov hwo. Fany gsuamers there were
also fanlly vacations -~ =oce of these with ay father's freternity
brother buddlCu and their fanilies, Being affected by bhoth nay fever
and asthma with August his worst month, his preference was to o to
sone cooler climate in dvgust - preferably someplace whore golden vcod
was not in bloom! When scveral such families went someplace, it was
very enjoyable,

Looking back, it seemed T kuecw wmany noopWo senersily, but faw well.
One of my few Yhest" friends was also a member of Chentrsl Christian
Church. TI've known her fanily virtuslly all of uy life - they have
becone as much fanily as my own., She was an extrovert - never at s
loss for words, the life of any ovarty, scatber brained - lots of fun
and a good friend, Her oarents lived out from town where the avail-
able high school was a rursl one., Her pavents wanbed o college propars.
tory course for her and elecbed to nay tuition Tor her to attend the
sane high school 1 did, e were part of the sawe geoneral sroup bobh atb
Chnreh ond 2% school and she ended up my cousin-in-law. 5She inbroduced
ne to her cousin fron New Jersey when we were in high school and he
later bacame my husband,

I was expected to do at home., Keeping my roon was a fixed thing,
Tt sure my mother would have liked me to do many other things, I
found it hard to do any chore Lo please her, however, Refleching, T
believe it was her artistic flare, which I did not inherit, that drove
ner tc 2 mode of homeﬂakiﬁg that T found 1% hard to follow - aven accept.
sne had - good color sense, knew ex- b]V what accessories to choose for
what snot, Hsi q~n1r5t1on was for ho hone to Yook like a magazine cover,
This didn't make allowances Tor dust, out-of-place anything, clutter,

Grounds design must blend in and have the saone nagarine cover aorearanop !
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Hoslhessine Dad's fraternity brother twice monthly adults only dinner

and carvds as well as peciodic Sunday evening quiWV affairs on o
rotating basis as well as garden club and other assorted activities,
meant entertaining was expected also. On these OCQ-SlOﬂm, the t=2Dble
was set with grest care and it too lookéd like a pleture, These were

the days when we counld not afford the kind of help that wounld make
this k%ind of homemaking easier, While I was qulte young, we had young
girls in college who would do domestic work in return for coom and
hoard. Fother undertook the vast majority of these chores - 1t always
soeted to me she falt mo one could dCPOﬂp1? sh what sbe pictured excoept
her, "3oave tine® for her was close Lo non-2xis tent .

Dad, while more easy soing with aol nearly the attention to the
appearance of his home than my wother, also seemed to have s need to
stay busy, His job was not an 8:00 a.p. to 5:00 p.m, one, it involved
checking on construction sites, a deadline for fininshing plons, pro
fessional type meetings, olunn, ete., Oubside of that he bowled, played
20lf, was an active Mason, and regularly spent o Saturdsay night *with
the boys,!
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pating bthrough high school and college wWas fun, I never went

steady and felt, for the most part, I was thoroughly anjoying who I
was with and where we went, These were the days when the lone family
‘sar had to be shared wany directions = boys often did not have any
other way to take a girl out exoept the sireet carl Hany accessible

faces were rescomed b %ﬁus mapper, ‘Fhere were many dances - school,
ohbtish Rite Gathedral, clubs, ete. These waere interspersed with
movies and obther school and church functlions,

Phe fall T was to enter Stephens, ny pirifriend Izzy bepan btalke
ing up her cousin from New Jersey. He waas cowming by way of her house
to enter Purdue, His friend would be with him to also enter Purdue,
we did go out that fall Just a few days before I left for Uolumbia,
The evening was fun, Twey, os I have indlcated, has always bean a spark
plug in any greoup, Her cousln and his friend turned out to be the sane
gort of people, Although I enjoyed that evenlng tremendously, at the
time it was Just o pissing noment, For one thing, I already had a fella,
albeld not 2 stendy one., For another, we vere 36111 to be 500 miles
apart « he in Lafayette, tndisns and T in Golumbia, Missouri. Vacation
times were also atb great distances - he ‘in New Jersey and I in Indianal
We did keep the mails busy and kept in contact, When I finished Stepens
and started Butler, distance fell to 60 miles, After being initdated
into Alphg Ohi Omega, T was able to stay in the chapter house at Purdue
vwhile visiting there,

T firvst met my fubture mether-in-law at Purdue. ghe had come %0
viait her son and was going on o Indiaznapolis to visit her relatlves,
My future father-in-laow wag also a purdve graduate - in electrical en-
gineering, His job for many years was with Bell TIabs in New Yors it
was this job that took him easl .and. to this part of the country that
he btook his bride. He origenally also from Tndiana growing up in the
vural ares surrounding Richmond. Freguent trips to Indiana were natural !
Wy future father-in-law was the bapy eof five, Hils only brother had
nine or ten, two of his sisters had several ghiidren each, My Ifuture
mother~in-law wos among the youngest of eleven. Relatlives were nunerous}

Phat firvst meeting of wmy mother«in-~law was gtrained, Johnhy was
an only child on whom his paronts doted., I had the distinct lmpres-
sion she had come bo Lafayette that week-end o enjoy her son all %o
herself. Unbeknown to her, there was a girl with whon she had %o share
his time., She was very quiet the whole week~end inltiating no conver-
sations and responding only to direct gquestions in the shortest number
of words.

The romance thickened. 7% was during this week-snd that his nother
also visited him, that Johnny asked me to visi® in nis home in New
Jersey during the Christnas hollidays - and to accept an -usagement
ring while there, My heart said yes to both., However, I knew 1 would
be moest welcome if his parents issued the invitation., T felt that a
relationship that had deepened to this extent should be obvicus to such
doting parents of an only child. T coulontt imagine a mother not see-
ing that her son was so interested in a girl that he was on the verge
of poopping the guestion, She went froa Lafayette to Indianaplis where
ahe was ag ¢loge as a telephone = T heard nothingt Johnny repeated his
invitation a number of times; I hedged an equal number, He finally
voiced his concern that perhaps I aid not want o visit, T then told
him my problem - the want wasm there, but that I needed to know from
his parents that they wanted me, This had the effect I anticipated -
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he prompkly wrote his mother,who had returned home by that time,and
ahe soon wrote. It would nave meant much more to me to have had that

invitation come voluntarily.

World War IT was brewing. Engineering students were draft exempt
as long as grades remained satisfactory; Johnny had problems with cal-
culas, Being a sequential course of study, failure meant he could not
continue. He transferred to Indiana University in Bloomington; but neo
longer being an englineering student, he was soon called inte service,

Flight training in the air corp followed and Johnny eventually
warned his wings as an Army Air Corps pilot., I visited him several
times during his training. Flight training finished, he was sent to
India. When the monsoons prohibited bombing missions, he flew gas to
our forces over the hump into China. I accepted my ring in December of
194%, before he entered the gervice; he arrived back in the states in
April of 1945 and we were married May 6.

There were many parties leading up to the wedding - Dad's frater-
nity brother's wives and children my age; my sorority group, various
friends., It was a festive occasion. lzzy was my maid of honor; Johnny's
co-pllot was his best man, The service was in my church; the reception
4t my parent's home, FPortunately it was a pretty day as people were
encouraged to be in the yard, Honeymoon wag spent at the student center
at Purdue., lLzzy was & atudent at Purdue at the time - I can still hear
her squeal when she spotted us the first time!

Johnny was to report to Camp pix for redistribution - and fully
expected to be redistributed. 1Instead, he was offered a separation
which he accepted with haste. This presented a problem - here he was
with a new wife and no job!

OQur first couple of months was gpent with my in-laws! Bven at that
time, I felt Job hunting would be easier for him in familiar territory.
But it was a different life! Having had a brother with whom I shared
my parent's attention, and having parents with other interests, I, of
necessity, learned to do for myself and entertain myself. Being an
only child of doting parents, Johnny had to struggle to do for himself!
His every want was thelr command! 1 suppose all brides expect to
aftablish their own routines, and I was no exception., However, 1 was
a guest in the home of my  in-laws having to adjust to their routine,

T was not allowed to dust, vacuum, prepare meals; even darning socks
was a "mother's joy" - a job I later wonld have gladly delegated, but
a8 a new bride was anxious to do. Hesitant to assume duties that
possibly would have been unwelcome, 1 continually asked what I could
do to help - just as continually I was told to go do what I wanted!

Phe gsociety of the east coast at that time was also different,
1t hinged on protocol; associating with the "right" people whose back=~
grounds must be well known generations back; being in the "#ight"
clubs, ete., I often Heard the story of how hard Johnny's folks tried
to buy property in order to vuild a home; how long it took the towns-
people to accept them and allow thep to establish a home in that town!
This was an attitude and home routine familiar to my husband; but in
which T felt T was almost intruding.

A job finally came about with American Airlines. We left for
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Memphis, Tennessee, to, finally, establish our first home, Johnny

had another cousin living in Memphis, so we didn't arrive there com-
plete strangers. This cousin was the child of one of the oldest of
his mother's family; he being the child of one of the youngest, this
cousin was old enough to be our parent, He was married but had no
children. It wwascaceomfort to me to have someone on whom to call and
T availed myself of that a number of times. Particularly his wife was
a true southerener - slow moving, easy golng, a decided southern drawl.
Our first home was in a house converted into apartments, We did later
buy a house, but had to leave it almost right away -American transferred
Tohnny to flying out of Neward and New York. Tt was this house that
got him his final service discharee, 0o get a mortgase in those garly
post war days, an honorable disdharge was g necessity!

Once more we doubled up in housing. Housing was extremely diffi-
cult to find. So we were again with my in-laws until a new apartment
complex was ready to move into. e occupied that apartment less then
a year when Ameridan had to furlousgh many of its pilots; again a job
hunt ensued and again it was in familiar territory for Johnny. After
what seeped like forever, he was hired by Trans~World Airways and we
moved to Kansas City, Missouri, Tn Kansas City, TWA reserved three
buildings of an apartment complex for its employees - a delightful
thing to do! After two and a half years TWA had to furlough., After
a couple of months of searching, a job with Delta Airlines developed
and we moved to Atlanta in November of 1949, We lived in East Point
and southwest Atlanta for 20 years before moving to Stone Mountain.

My vocation became homemaking. Children began arriving soon
which seemed to give me my direction toward homeMaking rather than a
career gway from home. Tooking back, T now believe that was where T
was meant to be; why I possibly couldn't find my niche in school train -
ing. Although T went through periods of feeling T should be prepared
for something in the event T was left without a husband and the need
for an income, T never aspired to work outside the home, TFortunately
that need never arose.

Our first child arrived while we were in Memphis on March 255 1946,
We named him James Walter - WalZer for my father-in-law, Jim has
alwaysg been an easy going person., He was a real tow-head as a little
boy, although his hair in adulthood has become sandy., Academically,

if schools offered only history and literature, he woulid excel! Tt

was such things as mathematics and grammar, in the interest of a balan-
ced education, that was his undoing. In grammar school, teachers often
related that they would find, in the midst of a wmath lesson, that Jim
had a book spread in his lap reading! He spent a couple of high school
vears at, what was then, Georgia Military Academy in College Park, We
hoped the military atmosphere and disciplingwould strenghen his motive
to at least try in his weak areas, That 4id not spur his discipline
and he returned to Sylvan Hirh where he sraduated in 1965, After high
school, he entered the job arena and has held a numbser of jobs, He

had one Interlude at DeKalb Community College. Again, in history and
literature he had no problems; but he fought math, science and grammar
tooth and toenail! He spent some time in the counselor's office look-
ing over information on jobs and their availability. fThings in which
he was interested - history, archaelogy - had more college graduates
then there were available jobs, He maintains that, had availablity
been greater, he would have struggled on. However, he was putting him-
self through and was running out of money. And he never grasped why
mathy and science if his job was in another direction, He has been
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a meet cutter, a driving instructen, gas gtation attendant, a clerk,

Our second child is Kathleen Susan (Xathy) born April 29, 1947
in Indianapolis, American Airlines transferred us east a month before
she was due, I'm afraid my mother-in-law's toes were trampled when T
chose %o go to my parent's until after her birth, My mother had come
to Memphis when Jim and I left the hospital; Johnny's moether was
geheduled to come with the second one, Conversation fragments later
made me aware she fully expected me to go with my husband when we were
guddenly transferred, I've learned that seldom do preferences prevail.
T certainly woeuld have preferred not to have moved at that time; nor
would I have preferred to be in with either sets of parents. Being at
my parents 500 miles away from my husband for the birkh of our child
was not my preference., Having a two story house put my mother on a
schedule she would have preferred not to have. New mothers at this
time were hospitalized for a week; the family doctor that attended us
after the death of my grandfiather kept new mothers in bed a second week
with not even bathroom priviledges - a hard job for my mother! However,
that doctor with whom I was familiar was much more comforting to me then
the family doctor attending my in-laws who would have been a stranger.
Kathy came out of the hospital with intestinal flue - an added care,
My father walked the floor with her many nightg, then worked all day.

Neither would life have been ideal as a brand new mother in the
home of my in~laws., My mother-in-law had very strong feelings about
what new mothers should and should not do - sometimes these thoughts
conflicted with doctor's advise in which case she fully expected her
thoughts to prevail. And my impression deepened that she expected me
to look after two children as she did after one - no ory left uninves-
tigated; children were, in no circumstances, to be anywhere by themselves;
always a watchful adult hanging over their every move,

Jim, Kathy and I left for New Jersey when Kathy was a month old.
1 felt these two children were not mine after two months with my
parents, and two more with his. My in-laws stored their dining room
furniture in their basement in order to set up a bedroom for us next
to their kitchen, Jim was put in an upstairs bedroom on the other
side of the house ~ an arrangement about which I was not conmulted,
This was meant to be a pleasant surprise for me, but I was offended!
Mo assume grandparents would tend the oldest to leave a new mother to
her new baby was a kindness to them; to me 1t was assuming 1 didn't
want the car& of nmy oldest, After less than a year in our New Jersey
apartment, we were disrupted again with a job-hunt and s move,

Once more, T took my children to Tndianapolis while Johnny house
hunted in Kensas City which took another couple of months.

Kathy was as different from Jim as she could be. She was quick
-- physically and mentally. she constantly, and obviously, strove to
do what she saw anyone do, She seemed especially pleased when she
accomplished what her brother had a hard time doing - and actually
gloated, In high school she almost felt a pretty smile would merit
s good grade - academics were quite easy for her, She had one yeal
at West feorgia in Carrolton where this attitude strenghened; but she
found grades d4id not depend upon smiling prettily at the professor,
She chose to go to work after that one year and was with Hartford In-
surance for some years. Hartpsrd would pay for completed courses with
acceptable srades for those courses pertalning to the employee's Jjob,
Tt was through this means that Kathy got her bachelor's degree in busi-
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negs from (Georgia State. She chose thehard way to get it - she worked
a full day; a couple of quarters she alsc took a full academic load
and made good grades, She eventually also became g certified finan-
c¢ial planner, Of our four, Xathy had the most going for her - looks
as well as ability in many areas - but knew less how to handle it.

She kow lives in Roone, North Qarolina,

Charles Maniel {(Danny), our third, was born in Piedmont Hoppital
in Atlanta May 23, 1952, He is our U"special® child., Quite normal
at birth, he developed water on the brain - doctor's think because
of a blow to his head between nine and twelve months of age. He did
sustain a fall during that period - I bathed him in the kitchen
sink and dried and dressed him on a table, T reached for a diaper
and he rolled over on to the floor. Medication drained the liquid
from his brain over a year's period, but damage was left, Not know-
ineg if damage oeccured, or how much, we enrolled him in public kinder-
garben at 5. He gpent a second year in kindergarten during which he
was tested., As he result of this testing he was assisned to special
education classes at a time when this program was just beginning to
develop. He was in a private school in (ollese Park for a couple of
vears. Most of his elementary years he was in Fairhaven School in
north Atlanta - a school managed by the Atlanta Association for Re-
tarded Children, as it was then, That school evenutally closed as
public education classes proliferated and made this school unnecessary,
Prom Pairhaven, he entered a high school program in which he continued
when we moved to Stone Mountain., From his graduation from Hamilton
High in Scotdale, he went to Goodwill Industries on Glendale where he
spent two years, From there he was employed by Bonanza Restaurant as
a bus boy, then by Doctor's Hospital in Tucker in their food services
deparment. In late summer of 1982 he entered a new state program in
gemi-indepent living. He rented an apartment and had counselors to
guide him in meal planning, budgeting, housework, etec., He is able to
drive, As time goes on, we are increasingly aware that we will not
be around forever to guide him, To have this program develop at this
time was a good thing, He will always need someone in the background
guiding him, but is developing his skills before parents aren't there

to help in any way.

Cheryll Ann came to us Dscember 8, 1955 and was born at Grawford
T,ong Hospital., I have long felt we put her to a disadvantage in en-
rolling her in kindergarten so soon. At that time students could enter
kindergargen if their birthdad¥s fell before the end of the year - she
was not quite 5 when she started. All through elementary school,
teachers told us it was QOhristmas before she could settle down; that
this was more lack of maturity then mental ability. Grades in elemen=-
tary and high school were not good. When it came time for college she
finally got with it academically, She picked out Georgia Southwestern
in Americus and wouldn't look at any other! Her first quarter ended in
academic suspensien., Rules of the school were that a failing student
could re-enter after a two quarter absence. She spent these two
quarters at DeKalb Community College raising her grade average and
Southwestern re-accepted her. She graduated with a degree in Early
Childhood Education with a grade average much better than high school.
She went on to earn a Master's dggree in the same field with an even
higher grade average. She teaches in Montezuma in a black school which
has been an experience, She continues to live in Americus. She does
e¢all home frequently and seems to enjoy Christmas and summer visits home.




12

0ivie Organizations membership has been spotty. I occasionally
attended a civic group in southwest Atlanta; but, because of small
children, didn't take an active part, Particularly in southwest At~
lanta, I was active with my sorority alumkse. That group were all
young mothers and this was the one thing we all did for us. In
Memphis I was active with the sorority alumgeagroup alse, Before that,
in Indianapolis, before I married, I was active with the Stephens
alumgpM group. Places we have been since haven't had an active Stephens
alunggigroup; in the case of Atlanta, the esmisting group met in north
Atlanta. Distance and the cost of baby sitters prevented me then,

Church has played a greater part in my 1life then other organiza-
tions, As a child, I was crushed when the car broke down, for instance,
and we could not get to Church, One of my earliest memories was such
a time when the car would not start. I stood at the kitchen clock at
a time when T could not vet tell time trving to determine the last pos-
aible moment when we could conceivably get there, As T've previously
atated, the group I was with most in high school was the church young
people - this was my "crowd." T was regular at Church at Stephens,
Since our marriage, we have attended ehurch, Johnny was raised a
Methodist, I a Christian, What mattered most to me, even before our
children arrived, was that we attend together, Consequently we have
attended both dehominations., Since coming to Georgia, this has been
Methodist, In our early marriage 1 attended functions of the women's
groups. It seemed in southwest Atlanta T felt more a part of that
group and was a cirecle leader while there., Since we have been in Stone
Mountain, I have held several offices. The biggest was presidency.

I also have held an office in the district organization, In the
Church structure, I have been the Health and Welfare representative
for a number of years. Tn this capacity, I have coordinated monthly
visits to Wesley Woods Health Center on Saturday for a social hour,
and on Sunday for their chapel service. I liked this so well, T

spent time volunteering in their therapy department., I also represent
our church in the Christian Association for the Retarded - also as our
Health and Welfare person., This association is a group of 12 Tucker
ares organizations, mostly churches, who manage a group home for four
retarded men,

Prayer life is of increasing importance, PFor so long T took hap-
penings for granted, somehow knowing they were from and of God. Prayer
I am continuing to find out, increases this awareness and sharpens it,

An avocation has been music., I ‘took piano lessons as a child. I
had one gemester of piano and one of harp at Stephens. The piano
teacher told me I should pursue music - at the time I didn't feel 1
had much musical capability. T now wish I had listened and taken him
geriously. I have always been drawn to music - perhaps this was the
career I should hage sought in college. My parents gave me'a baby
grand piano when T graduated from Stephens. When T married, we couldn't

when#? afford to transport it - wouldn't have had room for it if we could have
ve G afforded to. That plano was finally sold and we had four growing chil d-
¥a1ﬁgrre hich left 1little for me to pursue anything just for me., Tt cer-
“”efafﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁly would not have been justified to spend money for lessons with
as little practice time as T had available., T did begin lessons again
when our youngest was in high school. My husband gave me a spinet
organ for a birthday one year, and T soon also began organ legsons.
These were alternating - pianc one week, organ one week, I still did
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not think T wanted to devote the necessary prmctise time for two
lessons a week, T have dropped the piano and added a kheory oclass
and ensemble group through Life Enrichment, And T am in a handbell
choir throeugh my church,

Grafis have always been an interest - particularly knitting and
crocheting, These are things T pick up in the evening while watching
television. T've knitted each of my children an afgan. I have put a
few items in a shop at Wesley Woods which have sold,

Among things in the back of mind to do someday is geneology. 1
have not yet spent the day in courthouses hunting up marriage, death
and property records., I have assembled pictorial family albums for
each of my children, 4s our parents died and we have fallen heir to
their photo collections, I have put them together. My own album has
them grouped and labeled, One of my grandfathert!s brothers died a
bachelor. As his closest living relative, my mother arranged his
funersl and disposed of his belongings. Among these was a box full
of photos that she said were very interesting - none labeled. She
often bemoaned the fact that she might have thrown away pictures of
people she might of treasured, had she known who they were. However,
when she died, she had not labeled either! She did have hanging over
her bed both sets of her grandparents in lovely oval wooden frames.
When my father remarried, I appropriated these feeling that a second
wife would not be interested in her predessor!s relatives pictures!
My maternal grandmother's brother was still living and was able to
identify many of my mother's family in her photo collection - among
them a picture of my mother as a child. I would otherwise have thrown
it away not knowing who that little girl was! Wrom thése, I've had
some duplicated for my children's albums. And T have developed above
my bed a pictorial family tree. Of course my husband and I - gshortly
after our marriage - are there and our four children as high school
graduates, On my side, I have my parents, both sets of grandparents,
all four sets of great-grandparents and one set of great-great grand-
parents. On my husband's side, we have his parents, both sets of
grandparents, and a set and a half of great-grandparents., My step-
~mother is also there. All of this I have found fascinating. Some one

of these days, I will be in the courthouses too!

There were celebrations and memorial vacations. Christmnas was
always a big time at our house. Santa Claus not only brought gifts;
he also decorated the tree which usually touched the ceiling! With
my father's family, lye usually played Sahta Claus delivering each
family's gifts on Chrisimas Eve,

Summer vacations were interesting., Dad's fraternity buddies
often teamed up and went to the same place. This afforded us other
young people with whom to be. This was truly an extended family sort
of thing, After one of these times, my parents and I went into Canada
at Sault Ste. Marie, This was my first venture outside the country,

After my marriage, vacstion periods were spent with our parents.
Being an only child, Johnny's folks would have been horrified had we
not gone to them on vacation, Many times we did stop on the way to go
through a museum or old house. The last few years vacations have been
cruises which both of us have enjoyed tremendously. Until five or six

a 2£0, I could not, get Johnny t ven look at a cruise brochure -
HE s go’hung up on ai%pla%es, he QidnTt wans to think cruise ship!
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Our introduction was one sbtarting in Copenhagen going around the
western coast of Europe departing ship in Athens, Greece. Stories

1 had read of ship board life excited me very much - but not till
after that trip did they excite him, That trip convinced him cruising
was a good way to travel, The most appealing aspect to him was that
there were ports of call where land tours were available - that this
was a btraveling hotel and one night stands with all the unpacking and
packing was eliminated., And we need not go on the same land tour;
knowing it was aguided tour by someone who knew the language was a
secure feeling. Since that cruise, we have cruised every year.

My hopes for the future? Hope for guidance ag to which of the
many interesting things should I do? Tnterest in geneology has been
mentioned. T have become service oriented and have become awaye of
the many volunteer opportunities there are. Wegley Woods Health
Center has a hospice program, hospitals always need volunteers, and
shelters for battered women and abused children plea for help. This
DeKalb Gonnty history course through Life Enrichment has made me aware
of the Historical Society and its need for volunteers - to be a hogtess
at one of their facilities would interest me tremendously, or to help
in the office. I would like to read more about the places we visit,

T would like to sharpen my musical skills and knowledge, My problem
is time. Somewhere I will have to choose,

My impression of ancestors? 7Parents I have covered. My maternal
grandmother was a finicky housekeeper. Her house always loocked spot-
less - my mother's housekeeping habits were influenced by this T'm sure,
This grandmother spent winters of her last few years in ™t, Lauderdale,
Florida. Apparently, even at that time, this was a retirement commu-
nity. Summers she spent with us. Her health had gotten so she shouldn't
reside alone. My paternal grandmother was a tiny woman., Her parents
were immigrants from Germany. They didn't meet until they were in the
States., They married in Philadelphia, then moved to Indianapolis where
he was a shoemaker and gardner. This grandmother often told that she
and her siblings were rewarded for speaking German in their home. There
ig a street on the west side of Indianapolis named for this early family.

I have a silver tray with sugar and creamer with the initials of
my maternal grandmother's parents, This grandmothers gidlings gave
their parents an engraved tea service for their 50th wedding anniver-
gary in February of 1911, The tray has engraved on the back the names
of these siblings, along with the date, When they dled, the service
was divided among these siblings - the tray, sugar and ¢reamer have
come down to me,

The dry wit of Dad's English professor brother stands out as does
the great humor of his older brother. My maternal grandfather's
brother was the pharmacist at the Indiana state mental hospital in
Richmond for so long he thought of that hospital as home. As a
bachelor he did have living quarters available to him at the hospital.
When Johnny's father retired from Bell Tabs, he moved back to the out-
skirts of Richmmnd, and we visited Uncle Harry a few times as we
visited. D ad's sister was always one that kept up with family and
what they were doing, Her youngest daughter has kept this wp. I
visited with my maternal grandmother's gister in New Castle, Indiana
a number of times and enjoyed those trips.

Advise to descendents? I _feel so sirongl for myself that maryriage
and family is right for me, and that childre% gan gec%me 8 com%or% fn A
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later years, My children have not chosen this way - I wonder if,
somedasy, when it is too late, if they will wish they had a family,

Yet, T know, this is their decision and not mine to choose, T would
hope they would be supportive of their retarded brother after we are
gone - he will need all of the support they have to give, Hopefully,
this will give them compassion for others - an honest interest in the
welfare of those around them, I belleve all of my children, at this
point, are honest people and would wish this to coffnue. I would hope
my two oldest ones would reactivate an interest in Church activities.
while they were living at home unfer our guidance, they were expected
to zo to Sunday School and Church and to be active there., The oldest
two have not-been active since they were out on their own - I believe
this can give them comfort and support which they can get nowhere else.
T would hope they could strengthen a feeling that all people have worth,
Perhaps I have not been the pest example to my children in this - in
looking back through their growing up years, 1 may have given them
another outlook. More maturity has led me to believe this - 1 would
hope that maturity would come to them sooner then it did to me,

writing this has been an experience for me. The outbline given
us in the DeKalb County History course through Life Enrichment has
helped me organize my thoughts. These thoughts may be scattered yet;
they would have been more so without the suggestions outlined,




