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Elizabeth Grisham Brown’s 1847 wedding dress.  

DeKalb Extra article, we knew what the 
dress looked like and what it was made 
of. There had been some debate between 
Elizabeth’s aunt and father about who 
would purchase a satin wedding dress for 
her. The discussion was settled when 
Elizabeth decided that since she was 
getting married in midsummer, she 
wanted a linen wedding dress instead of 
a satin one. The handkerchief linen dress 
is covered in intricate hand-crocheted 
patterns and lace inserts. Elisabeth 
Grisham Brown is said to have worn 
wore thirteen petticoats under the dress. 
So much for summer comfort! 

The wedding gown was donated to the 
DeKalb History Center in 1966 by an 
anonymous donor. The dress was put on 
display in 1983, but we do not know 
when it was put into storage. 51 years 
after the dress was donated, it could not 
be found. Photographs to document the 
dress, now a routine part of receiving or 
updating objects in a collection, could 
also not be found. The only helpful bits 
of information were the grainy photo in 
the 1983 article and the fact that the 
dress was known to be made of linen. 

So after such a long period of fruitless 
searching, how did we finally manage to 
find it? It was a moment of real 
serendipity. 

Because the History Center is creating 
textile exhibit, we are unpacking and 
reviewing boxes full of incredible textiles. 
One box, filled with four dresses, was 
opened only an hour after discussion of 
the missing wedding dress. The story had 

Recently a longstanding mystery of our museum was solved 
through a happy bit of coincidence. A historic wedding gown 
that was “lost” somewhere in the stored collections of the 
DeKalb History Center was finally located last year. Why all 
the fuss about a dress? Considering who wore the dress, and 
whom she married, you might understand our excitement. 

In 1847 when Elizabeth Grisham married Joseph Emerson 
Brown in South Carolina, she wore a lovey linen gown, a fine 
example of 19th-century textiles and the subject of a 21st-
century mystery. In 1857 the Browns became the Governor 
and First Lady of Georgia. Brown held the gubernatorial seat 
from 1857 to 1865, including the Civil War. He was a 
secessionist and a firm believer in the institution of slavery. 
After leaving the Governor’s mansion, Brown served as the 
chief justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia during 
Reconstruction. He left politics to practice law and to operate 
the Dade Coal Company, where he earned high profits by 
using the convict lease system, putting African American 
prisoners to work through lease to private individuals. When 
Joe died in 1894, he and Elizabeth had been married for 47 
years;  she died just two years later. Given the history 
surrounding its owner and her husband, the History Center 
was eager to locate the Grisham/Brown wedding dress. 

Thanks to a 1983 photograph in an Atlanta Constitution, 

By Archives Intern Sophia Malikyar 



T i m e s  o f  D e K a l b  

P a g e  2  

Continued from page 1 

been shared in answer to a question from the author about all the Post-it Notes on 
boxes which read, “Searched through for Grisham/Brown dress.” It was an interesting 
anecdote, but with the dress unlabeled and missing for at least ten years, I thought it 
highly unlikely that I would stumble upon it, especially in a box that had already been 
searched. I was to be proven wrong. 

Within the box of four dresses, only three were listed and described on condition 
reports. The fourth simply had a tag that read, “1900s,” along with an accession 
number. The dress is interesting for its detailing, making it a potential candidate for 
display in the exhibit. At the time, it simply seemed unfortunate that there was no 
additional information on the dress—that is, until our archivist walked past, did a 
double take, and rushed to pull up the 1983 article with its grainy image. The dress 
showed some similarities, but it wasn’t until the dress was turned over that the distinct 
detailing on the front came up as a perfect match. The photograph was fuzzy, but there 
was the confirmation we needed. The linen wedding dress, hidden for so long and 
mysterious to those of us who had neither seen it in person nor viewed a good 
photograph of it, had been found at last!  

The real kicker is that upon looking up the accession number listed on the tag, a recent 
photo of the dress popped up immediately. The description read, “Woman’s day dress of 
white lawn [a fine linen or cotton fabric] with crocheted trim, high collar and three 
quarter length sleeves. Dress fastens up the back and has machine stitching. No marks.” 
It was given a date range of 1900 - 1915. 

In 2006 someone had come across this dress, had described it to the best of their 
abilities, and had assigned it a likely time period. This misinformation was entered it 
into our collections database, and there the incorrect description remained for a decade. 
At some point, this dress was separated from any identifying information about its 
owner, date, or history. Because it was simply titled “Dress” and assigned to the wrong 
time period, no one had been able to find it in the database and thus locate it in our 
collections. The fact that the dress was linen probably added to the fact that it was so 
easily overlooked; it simply is not as sumptuous and satiny as other wedding dresses in 
the collection. It is somewhat ironic that the linen is what caught our eyes that day, 
perhaps because it was such a contrast to the 
satin dresses that filled the rest of the box. 

Ultimately, the find was incredibly thrilling. 
We carefully placed it on a mannequin in order 
to document it and assess its current 
condition, beaming delightedly the entire time. 
The case of the missing wedding dress had 
been resolved at last, and the dress was 
beautifully intact. While there are no direct ties 
to DeKalb County on the part of Elizabeth or 
her husband, the dress is still a significant 
piece of Georgia’s history. We are fortunate 
that it was donated to us and even more 
fortunate that it has been well maintained 
(though admittedly lost in the database) for 
the past ten years. It just goes to show that you 
sometimes find the best things when you aren’t 
looking for them. 

Needless to say, we will certainly be keeping a 
close and careful eye on this 171-year-old dress 
from now on!   Ô 
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End of Year Donations 
 

Frank & Elizabeth Allan 
Lori Avirett-Mackenzie & Ken 

MacKenzie 
Charles Bell 

Scotty & Karna T. Candler 
Joyce S. Cohrs (archives) 

Shelia W. Harkleroad 
Kathy Egan 

Becky & David Evans 
Victoria Favorite  

Gwendolyn & Gerald Filardi 
Shelly Fine 

Leroy Gardner 
John M. Holden, Jr. 
Pam & Jim Hughes 

Jim Lambing 
Miriam Mathura 

Marian McCullers  
Marc Merlin 

Scott & Theresa Mitchell 
Peggy Merris 

Catherine Mullins  
Jennifer Munro 

Anne Olson 
Vee Nelson 

Michael Post (archives) 
Mike & Patty Pratt 

Louise & James Reaves 
Meg & Eric Samuels 

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Sauers 
Susan Tarnower  

Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. (archives) 
Annie Tilden (archives) 

Angela Turk  
Doug & Barbara Wiley 

Betty Willis 
Robert & Lynda Wilson 

Patricia Wynegar 

Sponsor  $1,000 + 
A. S. Turner & Sons, Inc.  
Scotty & Karna T. Candler 
City of Decatur   
DeKalb Convention & Visitor's         
     Bureau 
+ Epps Aviation 
Endive Fine Catering  
Fox Brothers Bar BQ  
Sheila Lee & John Davies 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Allen Moye 
Zest Atlanta 
 

Corporate  $500 - $999 
* Arlene Dean Homes 
Avalon Catering 
Avenue Catering Concepts 
Bold American Food Company 
Richard & Judy Cloues  
Decatur Downtown Development  
     Authority 
Farm Burger 
Gotta Have It Catering 
Low Country Catering 
Catherine Mullins 
Oakhurst Market 
Organization of DeKalb Educators 
* Party Execs 
Soiree Catering & Events  
Sun in My Belly   
Anne & Jim Topple 
 

Contributor $250 - $499 
Judge Gregory A. Adams  
+ Lori Avirett-Mackenzie &  
     Ken MacKenzie 
* Julian Diaz, III   
Pam & Jim Hughes  
Peggy Merris  
Fred Mobley 
New South Associates 
Charlotte & Guy Pfeiffer   
Mindy & Ray Pillow  
+ Louise & James Reaves  
* Savi Provisions 
Tom & Lucia Sizemore 
Small Business Services   

A. Thomas Stubbs   
Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.   
Stephanie Van Parys  
Betty Willis 
+ Catherine Wright 
 

Sustaining $125 - $249 
Frank & Elizabeth Allan   
Gail Bardis 
+ Patty & Jim Bonner 
+ Mr. & Mrs. Candler Broom  
+ Mark & Kathy Burnette 
Charlie Candler 
+ Mr. & Mrs. Scotty Candler, IV 
Wayne Carey & Kay Coffman 
+ Russell Clayton  
Joyce Cohrs  
+ Elinor & Leslie Cook  
Jerry & Lynn Crane  
+ Melissa DaSilva 
* Lyle & Kristen Davis 
John Walter Drake 
Economy Auto Sales, Inc. 
+ Melissa Forgey 
Sheffield Hale  
James & Leann Hallford 
+ Shelia W. Harkleroad  
+ Beverly & William Harshman 
+ Lucinda Headrick 
* Linda Heiden 
Sharon & John Hester  
Gue & Bill Hudson 
Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson  
Jim & Mary K. Jarboe  
The Junior League of DeKalb County 
+ Kelly Jordan 
+ Elroy King 
James Knettel  
Jim Lambing  
Leadership DeKalb 
Robert & Nancy Leitch  
Thomas & Patricia Lowndes 
Dell & Bruce MacGregor   
+ John & Jane Miller 
+ Robert Moore & Julie Hotchkiss 
George & Janice Munsterman 

M e m b e r s h i p  
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+ James & Lois Overbeck  
Neal & Joan Pope 
+ Mike & Nan Pratt 
+ Pamela Pryor   
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest C. Ramsay  
+ Jack Regan & Ginger Krawiec 
+ Jennifer Richardson  
+ Ann Boon Rhea  
James & Ann Rushing   
* Barbara Samuels 
+ Meg & Eric Samuels 
David & Nancy Scott 
+ Ed Segraves  
Dr. & Mrs. George Sessions 
+ Rick Setser  
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Sharian  
Ruth & Ralph Shaw 
+ Beth Shorthouse & Dan Croskey 
Ellen & Henry Slack   
+ Rosita Smith 
* David Stanhope 
Jacqui & Larry Steele 
+ Joe & Jane Stoner 
Claudia & Carl Stucke  
Susan Tarnower  
+ Anne Teddlie 
+ Deborah Torbush 
+ Angela Turk 
+ Charles Turner  
Steve & Cathy Vogel 
+ Robert & Lynda Wilson  
+ Patsy Woods 
+ Patricia Wynegar   
 

Patron - $75 - $124 
Naomi Bell  
Terry Bird & Clark Lemons  
Clark & Terri Candler 
Mary M. Cash 
Fred Cavalli  
Dr. R. A. & Mrs. I. N. Craddick  
+ David & Suzy Crenshaw 
DeKalb Farmer’s Market, Inc. 
Shelly Fine 
+ Lisa Flaherty 
Sara Fountain 

Dr. John W. Gamwell 
John & Barbara Gerlach  
Mary & Dan Hinkel 
* William J. Hollis, Jr. 
Liane Levetan 
* Harold & Susan McAlister  
Adele McKee 
Mary Lee Millman  
Alan & Nancy Morris  
Lance & Mary Netland  
Vee Nelson 
* Mark Pifer 
Ann Boon Rhea 
John Robinson  
+ Carol & Kyle Smith 
James & Connie Smith  
Robert & Allyson Smith  
* Thomas Spencer  
Lynn & David Speno  
+ Annie Tildon 
Raye Ann Viers 
John M. Welch 
Gail & Gary Willis 
 

Household - $50 - $74  
Wiley & Donna Ansley  
Judge Tangela Barrie 
Anne Bartolucci & Jason Graham 
+ Dr. Robert Bodimer & Connie    
   Weatherby   
Joseph Augustine Sams Bond 
* Janet Bozeman 
Bill & Nolia Brandt  
Gwyneth Butera 
Harry Clark 
Joan & Bob Cooper 
Larry & Lois Curry 
Nancy & Jeff Darter 
Susan Davis 
William Deneke  
* Linda & Stephen Dorage  
Kip & Genia Duchon   
Dunwoody Women's Club, Inc.  
* Tony Ferlando 
John & Julia Freeman   
Frances Gerston 

* Velda Goldberg 
Betsy Goss   
Sally Goss 
Linda Graves 
Patricia & Bill Graves 
L. Coley Green 
John & Dorothy Hewitt   
Neil Kahn 
+ Edith Kelman & Bill Read 
Mary Alice Kemp 
Katherine Kennedy & Dan Waggoner 
Elizabeth Kinney  
John Kittle, Jr.  
Jerome Krieg & Betty Jane Pollock 
Pat & Parke Kuntz 
Mary & Dick Leslie 
* Sonya Linkthun   
Lynne & Jerry Lock   
Janice Mahoney 
Miriam Mathura  
Scott & Barbara McDonald  
Lyn & Doug Menne 
Lora & Ursman Mirza 
Scott & Theresa Mitchell 
David & Frances Moriarty 
Don & Jeannine Morrison 
Angela & Sherrod Patterson 
Joe & Martha Pedigo  
* Michelle Pratt and Amber Amari   
James & Sharon Radford  
Joseph & Mary Beth Reed 
Patricia Robertson 
Clarke & Maria Rodgers 
* Ken Russell 
* Thomas & Judith Russell 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Sams 
Alida & Stuart Silverman 
Elizabeth H. Smith 
* Elizabeth Standard   
Susan & Michael Starr  
* Keri & Mike Stevens  
John & Suzanne Sumrall 
* Teresa Tucker 
James & Mary Van Buren 
Rex Vaughan  
Doug & Barbara Wiley  

R e p o r t  
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+ Sister Robyn Lee 
Joyce Letaw 
+ Jean Lovett 
Lockey McDonald 
+ Cynthia Mercer 
Sheila Moriarty 
* Nicolet Neidlinger 
Betty Scott Noble 
Dr. J. Phillips Noble   
David O’Connell  
Anne Olson 
* Barbara Orisich 
Uldis Palde   
*Alice Pickett 
Janette Pratt 
Janie Rector 
Ingrid Reinhard 
Alice Rysdon 
Davis Schutten 
Sue Shaddeau 
* Thomas Sharp 
Jamile Sims 
* Betty Slater 
Daniel Sobczak  
Dorothy & Perry Stephens 
Williams & Diane Studdard 
Sue Sellman 
Margaret Sullivan 
Brian Sweny 
* Mary Ellen Taylor 
* Melanie Taylor 
Dr. Mary Etta Thomas 
Susan Thomas 
Holly Williams 
Margaret A. Williams 
* Jan Winfield 
 

Life Membership  
Cynthia Alford 
Robert McCurdy Davidson 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Sidney Johnson 
Terry Martin-Hart 
Mr. Dan Matthews 
Jenny McCurdy 
Mr. James B. Miller, Jr. 
 

* New Members 
+ Upgraded Members      Ô 

Willett Engineering Co. 
Janie & Alan Yorker 
 

Teacher/Senior   $25 - $29 
* Macry Alexander 
Glenda Barrett  
Linda Ann Bell 
Dr. Margaret V. Blackmon 
Betty Blondeau 
Rachel Mae Brazeale 
Mrs. Scott Candler, Jr.  
Catherine Carter 
Sheila Cavanagh 
* Harriet Chapman 
* Avernell Cotton 
Lindsey Crawley 
+ Jeff Cromwell 
LaDoris Davis 
Randy Davis 
* Donata Defilippi 
Robert DeMello 
Rosamund Dewart 
Gordon Draves 
* Kathy Egan 
Frederick Espy 
* Donald & Janie Evans 
David Floyd 
Paula Forney 
Linda & A. J. Fountain 
* Ann Frensley 
* Leroy Gardner 
* Gwen Green 
* Holly & Christopher Grimes 
Dr. Joseph A. Haig 
Kathy & Michael Harmer 
* Jean Hendricks 
John M. Holden, Jr.  
Sharon Huey 
* Judy Hutton 
Dora Jackson 
Fitzroy James 
* Vivian Jarman 
Janet Johnson 
* Susan Katz 
* Cheryl Manley 
Marianna Kramer 
+ Lucy Larrousse 

Agnes Scott Willoch 
Kristina Wright   
 

Individual- $30-49 
Allen County Public Library 
Atlanta-Fulton Library 
Charles Bell   
+ Beryl Bergquist 
Jennifer Blomqvist 
* Dan Branch 
* Anita Caffey 
* Jonnee Carter 
+ Catherine Chastain 
* Stephanie Cherry-Farmer 
* Jeff Chilcutt 
* Julie Childs 
Jim Downs 
* Becky Evans 
Anne Fayssoux Leaf 
Gwendolyn Filardi 
+ Sue Ford 
* Linda Herbers 
Estelle Hinde  
Megan Jarboe  
Michael Jarboe  
* Lana Johnson 
Edgar Jones 
Virginie Kippelen 
Jann Knowles 
Jason Lary   
* Michael Lehman 
* Nanette Loftin 
* Kari Loomis 
Marc Merlin  
+ Pat Miller 
Neil Norton 
* Pamela Privette 
* Jane Royall 
Ruth Kirby Sanders  
Jerry Semprevio 
Edmund Sheehey 
* Claudine Simmons   
* Mary Simpson 
* Teri Stewart & Iris Hale 
Barbara Strength 
Beth Sullivan  
+ Nora Tocups 

M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t   
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Thanks to all who have joined or renewed.  Membership donations are extremely important to our mission.  If there is a 
correction to your listing, or you have questions about your membership, please call Marissa at 404-373-1088, extension 20. 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  
Deep Roots in DeKalb: The Flat Rock Story of Resilience 

Join us for our opening reception as we unveil our newest exhibit, Deep Roots in DeKalb: The Flat Rock Story 
of Resilience. This exhibit explores the story of Flat Rock as well as the people who called it home. By 
examining objects collected over time from the residents of Flat Rock, we have been able to better narrate the 
lives and experiences of the families within the community. This exhibit would not have been possible if not 
for the generosity of Flat Rock Archives, who graciously lent part of their collection and all of their expertise 
to allow us to tell the inspiring story of the community who stood strong for over one hundred years. Free and 
open to the public. Thursday, February 28 from 6:00—8:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Meeting & Silent Auction 
Join us for our Annual Meeting and Silent Auction on Friday, March 22, from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. at the 
Historic DeKalb Courthouse. Enjoy an evening of wine, beer, hors d'oeuvres and music while bidding on 
fantastic items donated by generous local businesses. We are currently seeking Silent Auction donations; 
contact Melissa at forgey@dekalbhistory.org or 404-373-1088, ext. 22, if you would like to donate.    
 

Hops at the History Center 
This recurring author event will feature Susan Hunter and her book Southern Homes and Plan Books: The 
Architectural Legacy of Leila Ross Wilburn. Wednesday, March 6, 6:00—8:00 p.m. Doors open at 
5:30.  Ticket includes book signing & drink ticket. Book available for purchase. $5 members, $10 non 
members. Contact Marissa at howard@dekalbhistory.org or 404-373-1088, ext. 20 for more information.    
All of these events will be held at the DeKalb History Center, 101 E. Court Sq, Decatur GA 30030   Ô 

 

J o i n  *  R e n e w  *  G i v e  

 

 All funds received through memberships directly support the preservation of DeKalb County history and are tax-deductible as 
allowed by law.  Your generous contribution to the DeKalb History Center will provide you with a year-long membership that 
includes our quarterly newsletter to keep you informed on all our activities.  We hope that you will join our team by either 
renewing your membership or joining as a first-time supporter. 

Name     ______________________________________ Email     _______________________ 

Address   ________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ Phone     _______________________ 

Supporter Levels 

___ Guardian—$2,500  ___ Contributor—$250   ___ Household—$50 

___ Historian—$1,000  ___ Sustainer/Business—$125  ___ Individual—$30 

___ Preservationist—$500  ___ Patron—$75    ___ Student/Teacher/Senior—$25 

Please mail this form with your contribution to: DeKalb History Center, 101 East Court Square, Decatur GA 30030 



Old Courthouse on the Square 
101 East Court Square 
Decatur GA 30030 
 

Phone: 404-373-1088 
Fax: 404-373-8287 
www.dekalbhistory.org 

DeKalb History Center  

These business members support the History Center at the Contributor Level or above.  For information call 404-373-1088, ext. 22. 

Judge Gregory A. Adams 
Emory University 
Pam Hughes/Harry Norman Realtors 

New South Associates 
Law Office of Mindy Pillow 

Savi Provisions 
Small Business Services 

Law Office of A. Thomas Stubbs 

C o n t r i b u t o r  

P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t  

H i s t o r i a n  
A .  S .  T u r n e r  &  S o n s ,  I n c .  

C i t y  o f  D e c a t u r  
D e K a l b  C o n v e n t i o n  &  V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u  

E n d i v e  F i n e  C a t e r i n g  
E p p s  A v i a t i o n  

F o x  B r o s  B a r - B - Q  
M c C u r d y  &  C a n d l e r ,  L L C  

Z e s t  A t l a n t a  

Arlene Dean Homes 
Avalon Catering  
Avenue Catering  
Bold American Food Co.  
Decatur DDA 

Farm Burger 
Gotta Have It Catering 
Low Country Catering 

Party Execs 

Oakhurst Market 
Organization of DeKalb 

Educators 
Soiree Catering & Events    

Sun in My Belly 


