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DeKalb History Center

A to G — Archivist to Go

Last year was an active period for sharing DeKalb’s history and
raising awareness about the archives at the DeKalb History Center.
Donated materials are collected, preserved, and stored in our
archival “stacks” in order to make the sharing of our local history
possible. The stacks house a variety of photographs, letters,
scrapbooks, maps, and other ephemera. We protect the collections
from damage that can occur from wide temperature swings, constant
light exposure, and fluctuating humidity — just a few of the
environmental conditions that can accelerate the deterioration of
archival collections. The stacks are a key component to preserving
these documents.

The mission of the DeKalb History Center is to collect, preserve and
share the history of DeKalb County. Our archivist actively
accomplishes this through presentations, meetings, and on-site work
sessions — all of which highlight our goal of sharing history and
obtaining donations of historical DeKalb materials. Participants
often remark that they had not given much thought to how some of
their commonplace documents and items could have historic value
and should not be recycled or thrown away!

Yearbooks, directories, church bulletins, organizational minutes,
photographs, and even digital records can provide documentation of
the people and places connected with everyday life in DeKalb
County. We expect yearbooks to contain documentation of school
activities, students and staff. But annuals also provide great context
for their time period. In addition to school portraits, they can
contain photographs with “background” information about the
community. School events can occur off campus providing detailed
information about the school’s town. Yearbooks also contain
advertisements of the businesses which helped support the school.
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1966 homecoming parade from “In Decatur,” the Decatur High School
Yearbook.

Yearbooks are cultural
“time capsules” that offer
unique glimpses into
local history — they
create a true sense of
place and time

Our archivist shared
local history with the
Decatur High School
alumni who had gathered
to celebrate their 50th
Anniversary. Fred
Mobley created a
PowerPoint presentation
for the DHS Class of
1966: Decatur High
School and Environs —
Circa 1966. The
presentation included
numerous views of the
City of Decatur and
DeKalb County, which of
course highlighted major
changes with a half a
century of development.

The 1966 Homecoming
Parade of Decatur High
School was routed up
McDonough Street,
around the courthouse,
and returned to the
football field for more
celebrations. The parade
photo is quite large —
spanning two pages —
indicating the
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Upcoming Events

The History and Preservation of DeKalb's Historic African
American Communities: Flat Rock and Shermantown

Ninth Annual Black History Month Celebration

Thursday, February 23, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm - Historic DeKalb Courthouse
Tickets: $30/$40 (discount for members of DHC)
Call 404-373-1088, ext. 22 or email forgey@dekalbhistory.org for more information.

Please join the DeKalb History Center for a program with a dynamic, multi-layered mix
of scholars, long-time residents of Flat Rock and Shermantown, and theatrical
entertainment to bring the history alive! Topics include life for African Americans in
these historic communities during the Progressive Era to the present, Jim Crow Laws,
church life, education, The Civil Rights Movement, and the challenges of preserving
these communities.

Speakers: Ms. LaDoris Davis (symposium moderator), Mr. Michael Thurmond, Mr.
Johnny Waits, Dr. Paul Hudson, Ms. Lora Mirza, and Ms. Jeanne Cyriaque.

Dr. Karcheik Sims-Alvarado (panel moderator), and additional panel participants: Ms.
Alice Bailey, Ms. Gloria Brown, Reverend T.A. Bryant, Jr., Ms. Bertha Clark, Ms. Evelyn
Herans, Ms. Mamie Lane, Chief James Rivers, Ms. Elaine Vaughn, and Ms. Martha
Williams.

Sponsors
Guardian

City of Doraville
DeKalb Convention & Visitors Bureau

Historian
Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area
DeKalb County Clerk of Superior Court
Downtown Decatur Development Authority
Zest Atlanta Catering

Preservationist
Jackson Spalding, Inc. « Jim Jarboe, Realty Associates « Fred Mobley
Catherine Mullins « Pete & Charlotte Pfeiffer

Contributor
Gail Bardis » Claudia & Carl Stucke

Annual Meeting & Silent Auction

Join us for our Annual Meeting and Silent Auction on Friday, March 24,
from 6:00—8:30 pm at the Historic DeKalb Courthouse. Enjoy an
evening of wine, beer, hors d'oeuvres and music while bidding on fantastic
items donated by generous local businesses. We are currently seeking Silent
Auction donations; email Fred at mobley@dekalbhistory.org or call 404-373-
1088, extension 23 to donate. <+
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Archivist to Go (cont.)

importance of the event to the authors (in this case,
Decatur High School seniors). It shows the streetscape and
high school, popular cars, and the full glory of 1960s hair
and clothing styles as expressed in this one high school.

The Junior League of DeKalb County was founded
in 1934 as the Junior Service League of Decatur. Members
met with the archivist because to discuss donation of
materials regarding the restoration and maintenance of
the Mary Gay House. After learning more about our
archives, it was decided that the records of the Junior
League of DeKalb County, as well as the house committee,
should be donated to the DHC archives. We will provide a
secure, protected environment that allows regular access
to the documents by League members and researchers.
The history of the Junior League of DeKalb county shows
the long dedication of women interested in providing
much needed services to the community. But it also
reflects local social history as it changed from exclusive
membership to inclusive membership that more broadly
represents all of DeKalb County.

The DeKalb Board of Health contacted DHC'’s
archivist on how to organize and store a large number of
early to mid-twentieth century photographs of various
DeKalb Health Department activities. Review of the
materials in an informational work session enabled
the health department to establish a plan to

identify and scan the photographs and then donate
the originals to the DHC. The collection shows

several decades of the county’s growth and the
advances made in health care. It also documents

the cultural history of DeKalb County and how

county government impacts the lives of its

residents.

Interestingly the DeKalb Board of Health and the
Junior League of DeKalb County’s histories
intersected through some of the League’s service
projects such as hearing tests for school children
and a dental clinic for county residents. As the
League developed and ran these service projects,
the need for specific healthcare was recognized by
the county government which incorporated them
into the DeKalb Board of Health. This shows how
sharing history can demonstrate how people and
entities interacted and affected a larger part of
DeKalb’s history through partnerships that
developed but were buried in the ephemeral
material of the time.

From the DeKalb History Center’s photograph collection, a view of
downtown Decatur in 1981. The blue circle shows the location of the
Swanton Hill Townhomes.

Continued from page 1

DHC is eager to receive even copies of material of historic
significance. Fred participated in the celebrations of the
Mount Zion community and Mount Zion African
Methodist Episcopal Church’s 146th anniversary, and
created a PowerPoint presentation utilizing existing
material from the stacks and copies of photos from church
and community members that were loaned for the
presentation at the church’s anniversary earlier this year.
It was a pleasant surprise to some participants to realize
how even their copies of photos have helped this specific
collection to grow.

In the spring the archivist was asked to share the history of
the land where the Swanton Hill Townhomes are now
located at the annual homeowner’s association meeting.
Many members of the association were unaware that their
complex now sits on a portion of Atlanta Avenue that was
an active, vibrant African-American community during the
days of segregation.

If you want to learn more about our “stacks” or add
materials about your DeKalb relatives, organizations, or
businesses, or to request a presentation by the archivist,
email Fred at mobley@dekalbhistory.org. Help participate
in the archival cycle of collecting, preserving and sharing
our history of all things DeKalb County Georgia! +
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Membership

End of Year Donations

Judge Gregory Adams
Frank or Elizabeth Allan
Mr. R. C. Alston

Lori Avirett-MacKenzie & Ken
MacKenzie

Linda Ann Bell
Brick Store Pub
Scotty & Karna T. Candler
Joyce S. Cohrs
Druid Hills Civic Association
Shelly Fine
Fred Mobley
Lane Fuller
Yvette Gunn
Estelle Hinde
Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson
Dora Jackson
Mary Alice Kemp
James Knettel
Mirium Mathura
Doug & Terry Morris
Catherine Mullins
New South Associates, Inc.
James & Lois Overbeck
Janette Pratt
Don Printz
Louise & James Reaves
Janet Rushmere
Judge Clarence Seeliger
Sue Shaddeau
Julie Shaffer
Beth Shorthouse & Dan Croskey
Lucia & Tom Sizemore
Small Business Services
Teresa & John Stivarius
Claudia & Carl Stucke
Susan Sellman
Thomas G. Cousins
James & Mary Van Buren
Willett Engineering Co
Gail & Gary Willis
Catherine Wright

Historian $1,000 +

A. S. Turner & Sons, Inc.

Brick Store Pub

Scotty & Karna T. Candler

City of Decatur

Decatur Downtown Development
Authority

DeKalb Convention & Visitor's
Bureau

Endive Fine Catering

Mr. & Mrs. H. Allen Moye

Preservationist $500 - $999
* Avalon Catering

+ Avenue Catering

+ Bold American Food Company
Richard & Judy Cloues

* Sheila Lee & John Davies

+ Epps Aviation

* Legacy Catering

+ Low Country Catering
Catherine Mullins

+ Soiree Catering & Events

+ Sun in My Belly

Anne & Jim Topple

Contributor $250 - $499
Ace 111 Communications
Susan & George Coletti
Tom Cousins

David & Heather Ewing
Charlene Fang

Farm Burger

Lane Fuller

Georgia Transmission
Pam Hughes

Claudia Lawson

+ Peggy Merris

+ Fred Mobley

New South Associates
Oakhurst Market
Charlotte & Pete Pfeiffer
Mindy & Ray Pillow

+ Private Bank of Decatur
+ Tom & Lucia Sizemore
Small Business Services
* Souper Jenny

Melissa & Bo Spalding
Jacqui & Larry Steele

* A. Thomas Stubbs

* Sweet Melissa’s
Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.
Stephanie Van Parys
Betty Willis

Zest Atlanta

Sustaining $125 - $249

+ Judge Gregory Adams

+ Marianne & Tom Adams

Frank & Elizabeth Allan

+ Mr. R. C. Alston

Betty Mackay Asbury

Lori Avirett-Mackenzie &
Ken MacKenzie

* Dr. Margaret V. Blackmon

Joyce Cohrs

Jerry & Lynn Crane

DeKalb Farmers Market, Inc.

John Walter Drake

Economy Auto Sales, Inc.

Gus & Barbara Giebelhaus

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Guess

Sheffield Hale

Sharon & John Hester

+ Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson

Jim & Mary K. Jarboe

Junior League of DeKalb County

John Kittle, Jr.

+ James Knettel

Jim Lambing

Robert & Nancy Leitch

Dell & Bruce MacGregor

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lowndes

+ Dr. & Mrs. Frank Matthews

* George Munsterman

Vee Nelson
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+ James & Lois Overbeck
Neal & Joan Pope

+ Don W. Printz

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest C. Ramsay
+ Louise & James Reaves
John Robinson

James & Ann Rushing

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Sauers

Dr. & Mrs. George Sessions
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Sharian
Ruth & Ralph Shaw

+ Rev. Paul G. Sherer

Ellen & Henry Slack

Lynn & David Speno

Perry & Dorothy Stephens
+ Claudia & Carl Stucke

+ Steve & Cathy Vogel
Willett Engineering Co.

+ Stuart & Char Zola

Patron - $75 - $124
Naomi Bell

Mr. & Mrs. Candler Broom
+ Charlie Candler

Scotty Candler IV

+ Mary M. Cash

Russell Clayton

+ Julie & Pierre Coiron
Dr.R. A. & Mrs. I. N. Craddick
+ Bill Crane

Linda & A. J. Fountain

* Sara Fountain

Mindy & Terrance Georges
+ John & Barbara Gerlach
Joe Giordano

Patricia & Bill Graves
Mary & Dan Hinkel

* Carl Johnston

+ Neil A. Kahn

John & Mary Kline

Pat & Parke Kuntz
Leadership DeKalb

Liane Levetan

+ Miriam Mathura

* Jane McAbee

Mary Lee Millman

Alan & Nancy Morris
Doug & Terry Morris

+ Don & Jeannine Morrison
Ann Boon Rhea

Janet Rushmere

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Sams
David & Nancy Scott
Judge Clarence Seeliger
Ed Segraves

Beth Shorthouse & Dan Croskey
James & Connie Smith
Robert & Allyson Smith

* Rosita Smith

Joe & Jane Stoner

Penny & Graham Stovall
Judy Syna

James & Mary Van Buren
Raye Ann Viers

John M. Welch

Robert & Lynda Wilson

Household - $50 - $74
Margot & Bill Allison
Wiley & Dona Ansley
Judge Tangela Barrie
Terry Bird & Clark Lemons
Dr. Robert Bodimer

+ Joseph Augustine Sams Bond
+ Jean Boos

* Aimee Bouzigard

Bill & Nolia Brandt

+ Mark & Kathy Burnette
Gwyneth Butera

Clark & Terri Candler

Mrs. Scott Candler, Jr.

+ Stella Carlson

+ Dr. Catherine Carter

+ Fred Cavalli

City of Avondale Estates
John & Ashley Coleman

+ Elinor & Leslie Cook

Davis & Suzy Crenshaw

* Larry & Lois Curry

+ Nancy & Jeff Darter

+ Susan Davis

+ William Deneke

+ Kip & Genia Duchon
Dunwoody Women's Club, Inc.
+ Bonnie Grey Flynt

John & Julia Freeman
Kathie & Mark Gannon

Betsy & Bennie Goss

Sally Goss

+ James & LeAnn Hallford
Chris Hardnett Morris

+ Shelia W. Harkleroad

John & Dorothy Hewitt
Estelle Hinde

Irwin & Margaret Hyatt
Dianne Johnson

Edgar Jones

Katherine Kennedy & Dan Waggoner
Ernest & Teresa Key
Elizabeth Kinney

Marianna Kramer

Jerome Krieg

Judy Langford & Robert Thompson
Mary & Dick Leslie

Lynne & Jerry Lock

+ Janice Mahoney

* John Makar

Scott & Barbara McDonald
John & Jane Miller

+ Robert Moore & Julie Hotchkiss
+ Jim & Sue Newsome
Elizabeth & Matthew O’Brien
+ Sue Osier

Angela & Sherrod Patterson
Pamela Pryor

James & Sharon Radford
Patricia Robertson

Clarke & Maria Rodgers
Linda & Van Young Rogers
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Alida & Stuart Silverman
Carol & Kyle Smith

+ Elizabeth H. Smith

+ Pat & Doug Solomon
Susan & Michael Starr

+ Teresa & John Stivarius
* Anne Teddlie

Mrs. William C. Thibadeau
Celeste Tibbets

Deborah Torbush

+ Rex Vaughan

+ Doug & Barbara Wiley
Gail & Gary Willis

+ Agnes Scott Willoch
Patsy Woods

Kristina Wright

Laura & Kenneth Wright
* Patricia Wynegar

Individual- $30-49
Allen County Public Library
* Ms. Marlene B. Adams
* Cheyenne Wright Bagley
* Anne Bartulucci
Charles Bell

Linda Ann Bell

Carl Black

* Anita Brown

* Renee Brown-Bryant
+ Henry & Lynne Bryant
+ Mike Cooper

+ Randy Davis

Jim Downs

Anne Fayssoux Leaf
Gwendolyn Filardi

* Shelly Fine

* Kevin Fitzpatrick

* Lisa Flaherty

David Floyd

Mari Jo Ford

Diane Gawedzinski
Linda Graves

+ Coleen G. Hardin

+ Lucinda Headrick
Megan Jarboe
Michael Jarboe
Jann Knowles

* Anne Landers

* Courtney Lankford
Jason Lary

Eric Lucas

Carlton Mullis

J. Phillips Noble
Neil Norton

* Janette Pratt
Susan Prillaman
Susan Rainwater

* Tracy Reddick
Ruth Kirby Sanders
Rick Setser

Stanton Shapiro
Edmund Sheehey

+ Betty E. Small
Barbara Strength
William & Diane Studdard
Beth Sullivan

+ Susan Thomas

* Jane Wigley

* Luke Williams

Teacher/Senior $25 - $29

Valetta Anderson
Atlanta-Fulton Public Library
Jane Watt Balsley

William Baxter

Robert Berg

Fred Bieser

+ Betty Blondeau

* Debora Burger

Membership

Robert Burgess

Dr. & Mrs. Steve Carter
* Andrea Chanay

* Harry Clark

* Robert Cooper

* Betty Cousar

* Lindsey Crawley
Carol Ann & John Culpepper
+ Gordon Draves
Dan Ergle

Frederick Espy

*Dr. Lynn Farmer

* Jane Frazier

Rick & Signe Garnitz
* Frances Gersten
Yvette Gunn

Dr. Joseph A. Haig
Rusty & Ann Hamby
Theresa Hamby
Kathryn Harfield
Paul Hudson

Fitzroy James

Judith Jensen

Janet Johnson

Mary Jane Johnson
Grace E. Keel

Edith Kelman

* Martha Kephart
John Keys

Joyce Letaw

Ed Levine

Frank & Barbara Luton
* Richard Magee
Albert & Virve Martin
William McCormick
Marian McCullers

Special Donations for the Archives:

Joyce Cohrs

Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.
Special Donations Indian Creek Cemetery:
Joseph H. Smith, Sr.
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Jim McCurdy

Lockey McDonal

* Ellen Meshnick

Pat Miller

* David Moriarty

Sheila Moriarty

Pauline & Roger Myers
Betty Scott Noble

David O’Connell

Sally & Richard O’Harrow
Uldis Palde

Jesse M. Parker

Betcy Patton

David & Diana Penson

* Mike Pratt

* Marylee Putnam

Janie Rector

Jeseph & Mary Beth Reed

Sharon Scott

Julie Shaffer

* Dominique Siler
Jamile Sims

Jane Singleton

Daniel Sobczak
Margaret Sullivan

* John & Suzanne Sumrall
Sue Sellman

Brian Sweny

Mark & Suzanne Sykes
Annie Tildon

Tug Tuggle

Morgan & Pat Wheeler
Candis White

* Elizabeth Williams
Kathryn Wright

Janie & Alan Yorker

Life Membership
Cynthia Alford

Robert McCurdy Davidson
Mrs. Julia R. Garcia
James R. Hallford

Mr. & Mrs. A. Sidney Johnson
Terry Martin-Hart

Mr. Dan Matthews

Jenny McCurdy

Mrs. Lucille McCurdy

Mr. James B. Miller, Jr.
Mrs. Franklin Nix

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Perkins
Ms. Peggy Simms

* New Members
+ Upgraded Members

Victor & lone Rowland * Margaret McKinney Youngblood
* Alice Rysdon William & Connie Zachary

Thanks to all who have joined or renewed. Membership donations are extremely important to our mission. If thereisa
correction to your listing, or you have questions about your membership, please call Melissa at 404-373-1088, extension 22.

Join * Renew * Give

All funds received through memberships directly support the preservation of DeKalb County history and are tax-deductible as
allowed by law. Your generous contribution to the DeKalb History Center will provide you with a year-long membership that
includes our quarterly newsletter to keep you informed on all our activities. We hope that you will join our team by either
renewing your membership or joining as a first-time supporter.

Name Email
Address
City/State/Zip Phone

Supporter Levels

Contributor—$250

Heritage Society—$2,500 Household—$50

Sponsor—$1,000 Sustainer/Business—$125 Individual—$30

Benefactor/Corporation—$500 Patron—$75 Student/Teacher/Senior—$25

Please mail this form with your contribution to: DeKalb History Center, 101 East Court Square, Decatur GA 30030




DeKalb History Center

Old Courthouse on the
101 East Court Square
Decatur GA 30030

Phone: 404-373-1088
Fax: 404-373-8287

www.dekalbhistory.org

Keeping DeKalb’'s History

First, since

DEKALB

HISTORY
CENTER

Square

1947

Business Supporters

Historian
A.S. Turner & Sons
Brick Store Pub
City of Decatur

Decatur Downtown Development Authority
DeKalb Convention & Visitors Bureau

Endive Fine Catering
McCurdy & Candler, LLC

Preservationist

Avalon Catering Epps Aviation Low Country Catering

Avenue Catering Legacy Catering Soiree Catering & Events
Bold American Food Co.

Contributor

Sun in My Belly

ACE Il Communications Pam Hughes/Harry Norman Realtors Small Business Services
Cousins Foundation Jackson Spalding Souper Jenny
Edward Jones New South Associates, Inc. Steele Program Managers
Emory University Oakhurst Market Law Office of A. Thomas Stubbs

Farm Burger

Law Office of Melinda C. Pillow

Georgia Transmission Private Bank of Decatur

Sweet Melissa’s
Zest Atlanta

These business members support the History Center at the Contributor Level or above. For information call 404-373-1088, ext. 22.




