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Susan B. Anthony converses with students during the Third Grade 
History Day program last fall. To learn about upcoming programs 
please see the accompanying article or check our website.  

On March 2, the DHC will present a two-person play, Struggle for 
Freedom: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This 
theatrical production, designed for students in grades 2 - 12, 
celebrates the work and life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in the 
context of the American Civil Rights Movement. Featuring songs from 
the era, this production offers students the opportunity to experience 
the heroic work of Dr. King and Rosa Parks. Actors portray the March 
on Washington and many more of the key moments that shaped both 
the Civil Rights Movement and our country.  The cost is $11 per 
student and there is a discount for Title I schools. 

Invitation to a Picnic 

In the fall of 2015 the 
DHC offered a Second 
Grade History Day and 
on March 22, 2016 we 
will have part 2 of that 
event. Living history 
presentations will feature 
Jackie Robinson, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and President Jimmy 
Carter. Students learn 
about struggle and 
sacrifice from these men 
who worked for civil and 
human rights. These 
powerful leaders help 
students understand that 
one person can make a 
difference. The cost is $11 
per student and there is a 
discount for Title I 
schools. 

One of our most 
compelling school 
programs, Third Grade 
History Day, part 2 
(March 23 and 25) is 
entertaining, educational 
and full of inspiration. 
Students encounter 
Eleanor Roosevelt, whose 
work and life shaped our 
society, Thurgood 
Marshall, America's first 
African American 
Supreme Court justice, History Found, History Shared 

Through the generous donation of Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr., the 
DeKalb History Center has received an historic letter giving insight 
into the cultural history of Decatur and DeKalb County Georgia in 
1859. With previous historic knowledge at hand, the reader can 
expand his or her insight into the recreational opportunities available 
to locals 157 years ago. This is just one addition to the DHC’s archival 
collection from 2015 which is accessible to patrons in the reading 
room.  

The original letter is written in brown ink on unlined paper and was 
folded. It reads as follows: 

Continued on page 3 
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DeKalb History Center Symposium 
Roots of Friendship:  

African Americans and Jews in Atlanta, 1900 - 1950 
 

Saturday, March 5, 10:00 am to 1:30 pm - Historic DeKalb Courthouse 
Advance Tickets: $35/$45 (discount for members of DHC) 

Call 404-373-1088, ext. 20 or email goldemund@dekalbhistory.org for more information.      
 

Roots of Friendship is a history symposium featuring author Melissa Fay Greene and 
other scholars who will explore the unique relationships that formed between the African 
American and Jewish communities in Atlanta during the first half of the twentieth 
century. Topics include the immigration of European Jews to Atlanta, the Leo Frank 
case, Jewish and African American experiences after World War II, the interdependence, 
empathy and understanding among these communities, and more. Registration includes 
a buffet lunch.  
 

Our moderators are Dr. Charissa Threat (Spelman College) and Dr. Jelani Favors 
(Clayton State University).  Other speakers and panelists include: Ms. Sandy Berman, 
Ms. Danielle Wiggins, Mr. David Goldwasser, and Mr. Hershel Greenblat.  

 

Sponsors (at press time) 
 

Benefactor 
DeKalb Convention & Visitors Bureau 

 

Guardian 
DeKalb County Clerk of Superior Court • Private Bank of Decatur 

 

Investor 
Jackson Spalding, Inc. • Jim Jarboe, Realty Associates • John & Catherine Mullins 

 

VIP 
Finders Keepers Consignments • Beth Shorthouse & David Croskey • Claudia & Carl Stucke 

   

Annual Meeting & Silent Auction 
 

Join us for our Annual Meeting and Silent Auction on Friday, March 18, from 
6:00—8:30 pm at the Historic DeKalb Courthouse. Enjoy an evening of wine, beer, 
hors d'oeuvres and music while bidding on fantastic items donated by generous local 
businesses. We are currently seeking Silent Auction donations; contact Fred at 
mobley@dekalbhistory.org or 404-373-1088, ext. 23, if you would like to donate.       

We will have bid numbers for our guests this year to simplify bidding and check-out. 
To register in advance, please email Melissa at forgey@dekalbhistory.org or call at 
404-373-1088 ext. 22.    

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Lyndon Baines Johnson, the 36th U.S. president, and Cesar Chavez, founder of United 
Farm Workers. Our professional actors bring these historic figures to life and interact 
with students to make this program lively and engaging. The cost is $11 per student and 
there is a discount for Title I schools. Call 404-373-1088, extension 20 or email 
goldemund@dekalbhistory.org for more information.    
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Executive Committee  
President:  John Hewitt  

President Elect:  Beth Shorthouse 

Treasurer:  Tim Bricker 

Past President:  Mary K. Jarboe 

Secretary:  Kathryn Laity 

At Large:  Meg Samuels 
 

Board of Directors 
John H. Coleman 

Bill Crane 

Shelia W. Harkleroad 

John Holley 

Bob Kelley 

Catherine Mullins 

Vee Nelson 

Mindy Pillow 

Jack Regan   
Rick Setser 

Melissa Spalding 

Jacqui Steele 

Joe Stoner 

Claudia Stucke 
 

Trustees 
Robert L. Brown, Jr.  

Liane Levetan  

Lyn Menne 

Judy B. Turner 

Fred C. Turner 

Betty E. Willis 
 

Staff 
Executive Director: 

     Melissa Forgey 

Exhibits Coordinator:  

     Karen Chance 

Rental Coordinator: 

     Mallory Donaldson 

Programs & Preservation Coordinator: 

     Jenny Goldemund 

Archivist: 

     Fred Mobley 

Building Manager: 

     Larry Serra 

School Programs (cont.) 
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I n v i t a t i o n  t o  a  P i c n i c  ( c o n t . )  

Special Donations for the Archives: 
Joyce Cohrs 

Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. 
 Special Donations Indian Creek Cemetery: 

Joseph H. Smith, Sr. 

Continued from page 1 

Decatur April 16, 1859.  

My Dear friend Charlie:  

Several of the ladies and gentlemen of Decatur and 
Penfield etc. are going on a “Pic nic” to the Stone Mountain 
the 23rd of this month. Being one of the committee of 
invitation, I write you a hurried note, begging that you will 
meet our party at the Stone Mountain depot on the 
morning of the 23rd. We expect to go down on the 6 o’clock 
train. Tell Mrs. Maddox [that], Mrs. Chivers, widow of the 
late Dr. Chivers of this place, and a northerner by birth, 
will form one of the party; and it may be that sister will go 
if she is here at that time, so I insist upon her meeting us at 
the depot too, and ascending the mountain with us. Give 
my love to all. Hoping to meet you and Mrs. Maddox at the 
mountain, I remain  
Yours very truly,  
Missouria H. Stokes   
Some of the Penfield students have been invited.  

Though we now live in a frenetic world filled with on-
demand digital communication, we still gather with friends 
for social activities. We meet up in groups to climb Stone 
Mountain, albeit with a quicker travel time to the 
destination. And 150 years later, our varied array of 
activities to do before and after visiting the mountain would 
likely boggle the minds of Missouria Stokes, her sister Mary 
Ann Harris Gay, and their invited guests.  

The fact remains that at its root, the letter covers social 
activities we continue to do today. Ms. Stokes’ letter gives a 
glimpse of the activities of 19th century DeKalb County 
residents, but it raises more questions than it answers. 

Maybe you are curious and want to know more about 
Missouria Stokes and Mary Ann Harris Gay? Did the widow 
of Georgia’s lost poet, Thomas Holley Chivers, stop by his 
grave in their yard to visit, as his will requested, before 
crossing over to the train depot? Are you interested in 
learning more about transportation, houses, social norms, 
business organizations, or the roads in DeKalb County in 
1857? Or perhaps the unique history of Stone Mountain 

might trigger your curiosity? The reading room is open 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays by appointment 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and offers patrons a chance to 
do research and review materials from the archives. There 
are maps, images, and reference books there on these topics 
available for review and study. We here at the DeKalb 
History Center invite you to come experience history found, 
history shared!    

The front of “Missouria” Stokes’ letter—the ink bleeds through 
on both sides. 
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End of Year Donations 
 

Ace III Communications 
Marianne & Tom Adams 
Frank & Elizabeth Allan 

Mr. R. C. Alston 
Charles Bell 

Bill & Nolia Brandt 
James Brennan 

Clark & Terri Candler 
Scotty & Karna T. Candler 

Charles L. Davidson 
Decatur Estate Antique Mall 
DeKalb Farmers Market, Inc. 

Jane & Bruce Edwards 
Epps Aviation 

Bonnie Grey Flynt 
Lane Fuller 

Gus & Barbara Giebelhaus 
Betsy & Bennie Goss 

Yvette Gunn 
James & Leann Hallford 

Shelia Harkleroad 
Elizabeth Kinney 
Melanie Kirkland 

Leadership DeKalb 
John & Catherine Mullins 

Betty Noble 
Dr. J. Phillips Noble 

Sue Osier 
Susan Prillaman 

James & Sharon Radford 
Louise & James Reaves 
Janet & John Rushmere 
Judge Clarence Seeliger 

Beth Shorthouse & Dan Croskey 
Elizabeth Smith 
Howard Stacy 
Susan Thomas 

James & Mary Van Buren 

Sponsor  $1,000 + 
A. S. Turner & Sons, Inc.   

+ Brick Store Pub   
Scotty & Karna T. Candler 

City of Decatur   
Decatur Downtown Development      

     Authority   
DeKalb Convention & Visitors Bureau 

+ DeVry University   
+ Endive Fine Catering 

+ Mr. & Mrs. H. Allen Moye 
+ James C. Platt, Jr.  
 

Corporate  $500 - $999 
Richard & Judy Cloues  
Fox Bros Bar-B-Q   

+ Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lowndes 
      Coca-Cola Foundation Match  

John & Catherine Mullins  
+ Soiree Catering & Events 

Anne & Jim Topple  
 

Contributor $250 - $499 
Ace III Communications   

* Agnes Scott College 
Badda Bing 

Susan & George Coletti  
Tom Cousins   

David & Heather Ewing  
Lane Fuller   

John W. Gamwell, M.D.  
Georgia Transmission   

Pam Hughes   
* Kelly Jordan  

Vee Nelson   
Oakhurst Market   

Charlotte & Guy Pfeiffer   
+ Mindy & Ray Pillow   

Jack Regan & Virginia Krawiec 
Small Business Services  

Melissa & Bo Spalding   
+ Jacqui Steele   

+ Sun in My Belly   
+ Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.  

Stephanie Van Parys   
Zest Atlanta  
 

Sustaining $125 - $249 
 Judge Gregory Adams   
+ Frank & Elizabeth Allan  

Betty Mackay Asbury   
+ Lori Avirett-Mackenzie &                

     Ken MacKenzie   
+ Gail Bardis   

Bold American Food Co. LLC  
+ Wayne Carey & Kay Coffman  

Joyce Cohrs   
Jerry & Lynn Crane   

+ David & Suzy Crenshaw  
* DeKalb Farmers Market, Inc.  

John Walter Drake 
* Economy Auto Sales, Inc. 

+ Steve & Erin Elmore    
Gus & Barbara Giebelhaus  

* Dr. Cynthia Hale 
Sheffield Hale  

+ Sharon & John Hester  
Gué & Bill Hudson   

Jim & Mary K. Jarboe  
Junior League of DeKalb County  

John Kittle, Jr.   
Jim Lambing   

Robert & Nancy Leitch  
LowCountry Catering   

+ Dell & Bruce MacGregor  
Scott & Molly Marrah  

Frank & Jean Matthews   
Peggy Merris   

* Eric & Emily O’Brien 
James & Lois Overbeck   

Neal & Joan Pope 
Private Bank of Decatur   

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest C. Ramsay  

M e m b e r s h i p  
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+ John Robinson   
James & Ann Rushing   

+ Mr. & Mrs. Rick Sauers 
Sawicki's 

+ Jacqueline Scott   
+ Dr. & Mrs. George Sessions  

Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Sharian  
Ruth & Ralph Shaw   

Ellen & Henry Slack   
Lynn & David Speno   

Perry & Dorothy Stephens  
A. Thomas Stubbs   

Judy & Roy Turner   
Willett Engineering Co.   

+ Catherine Wright   
 

Patron - $75 - $124 
+ Marianne & Tom Adams  

+ Mr. R. C. Alston   
Herman & Esther Baker  

Naomi Bell   
Tom Burrell  

Mrs. Scott Candler, Jr.  
Scotty Candler, IV  

Russell Clayton  
Dr. & Mrs. R. A. Craddick  

Clarence & Jeanette Cukor  
Stephen & Anne Daniel  

Decatur Estate Antique Mall  
Alan & Anne Dishman   

Druid Hills Civic Assoc.   
Mary Fink   

+ Linda & A. J. Fountain   
+ Mindy & Terrance Georges  

+ John & Barbara Gerlach  
Joe Giordano   

Beverly & William Harshman  
Mary & Dan Hinkel   

+ John & Mary Kline   
+ Pat & Parke Kuntz 

* Kathryn & Edward Laity  

Leadership DeKalb   
+ Liane Levetan   

Adele McKee   
Peggy Merris   

Mary Lee Millman   
Doug & Terry Morris   

Louise & James Reaves  
+ Ann Boon Rhea   

+ Jennifer & Wayne Richardson  
+ Janet & John Rushmere  

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Sams   
David & Nancy Scott   

+ Judge Clarence Seeliger  
* Ed Segraves  

Beth Shorthouse & Dan Croskey  
James & Connie Smith  

Mr. & Mrs. W. P. Smith   
Robert & Allyson Smith  

+ Joe & Jane Stoner   
Claudia & Carl Stucke   

Brad Syna   
Judy Syna   

+ James & Mary Van Buren  
Steve & Cathy Vogel   

John M. Welch  
Robert & Lynda Wilson  

Stuart & Char Zola  
 

Household - $50 - $74  
Margot & Bill Allison   

Wiley & Dona Ansley   
* Marilyn Berberich  

Terry Bird & Clark Lemons  
+ Dr. Robert Bodimer   

* Diane & Stephen Bradshaw  
* Bill & Nolia Brandt  

* Patrick Brandt & Amy Hoying 
Mark & Kathy Burnette  

Charlie Candler  
Clark & Terri Candler   

City of Avondale Estates   

* Julie Coiron 
John & Ashley Coleman   

+ Elinor & Leslie Cook   
+ David Crass   

+ Carol Ann & John Culpepper  
Nancy & Jeff Darter   

Kip & Genia Duchon   
Dunwoody Women's Club, Inc.  

Kitty & Clayton Farnham  
Melissa Forgey  

John & Julia Freeman   
* Stacy Funderburke &  

     Helaine Woodroff 
Mark & Kathie Gannon  

Betsy & Bennie Goss   
Sally Goss   

+ Patricia & Bill Graves   
James & Leann Hallford  

Gary Hauk   
John & Dorothy Hewitt   

Estelle Hinde   
* Suzahn Huffman-Donaldson  

Irwin & Margaret Hyatt  
Edgar Jones   

+ Neil A. Kahn   
Mary Alice Kemp   

Dr. James & Sheri Kennedy  
Katherine Kennedy & Dan Waggoner 

Ernest & Teresa Key   
Elizabeth Kinney   

* Jerome Krieg  
Mary & Dick Leslie   

Lynne & Jerry Lock   
* Delphyne Lomax  

Steven & Barbara Maas  
Miriam Mathura   

+ Jessica & Kevin McCarron  
* Carol McCullough & David Messer  

Scott & Barbara McDonald  
John & Jane Miller   

Don & Jeannine Morrison  

R e p o r t  
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Gayle & Richard Shuey  
+ Elizabeth Smith  

* William Snead  
* Teresa Stivarius 

* Barbara Strength 
+ William & Diane Studdard 

Patrick Sullivan & Amy Goodwin  
Angela Turk   

Rex Vaughan  
Marlene Viers   

* Jeanne Walsh 
* Thomas Avery White 

Doug Wiley   
+ Agnes Scott Willoch   
 

Teacher/Senior   $25 - $29 
Valetta Anderson 
Atlanta-Fulton Public Library  

Jane Watt Balsley   
William Baxter  

Richard Benoit  
Robert Berg   

Beryl Farris Immigration Law  
Fred Bieser   

Billy & Jewell Blankenship  
* Betty Blondeau 

Joseph S. Bond   
* Cecilia Cantrell  

Joy C. Carroll   
+ Catherine Carter   

* Andrea Chanay 
* Randy Davis 

* Susan Davis 
Rosamond Dewart   

* Gordon Draves 
* R. N. Garnitz 

Yvette Gunn   
Dr. Joseph A. Haig   

Sarah Hall   
* Harold Harmon 

* Lucinda Headrick 

* Susan Facey  
Gwendolyn Filardi  

David Floyd   
+ Mari Jo Ford    

* Hal Freeman  
* Diane Gawedzinski 

* Paige & Joseph Girardot 
* Jo Giraudo 

* Mrs. Valerie Gordon 
Linda Graves   

+ Sylvia Halleck   
Shelia W. Harkleroad   

* Danny Ingram  
Megan Jarboe  

Michael Jarboe   
+ Bob Kelley   

* Emma Kiser 
James Knettel  

Jann Knowles   
* Sandra Lackey  

* Linda Lael 
Jason Lary   

+ Anne Fayssoux Leaf 
Brenda Leder  

Eric Lucas   
+ Janice Mahoney 

Fred Mobley   
* Stacie Monroe 

Robert Moore & Julie Hotchkiss  
* Carlton Mullis 

Jim & Sue Newsome   
J. Phillips Noble   

* George Patronis 
* Betcy Patton 

* Susan Prillaman 
* Susan Rainwater 

Ruth Kirby Sanders   
Jerry Semprevio   

+ Sue Shaddeau  
Stanton Shapiro   

Edmund Sheehey   

Lance & Mary Netland   
* Elizabeth & Matthew O’Brien  

Angela & Sherrod Patterson  
* Andria & Roby Price 

Pamela Pryor   
James & Sharon Radford   

* Linda Rogers & Van Young  
+ Victor & Ione Rowland  

Michael & Vivian Saffold   
Meg & Eric Samuels   

* Rick Setser  
* June & Bill Shassere  

Alida & Stuart Silverman 
Becky & Rick Smith   

Carol & Kyle Smith   
Christa & Tim Sobon   

Susan Starr   
Mrs. William C. Thibadeau  

Celeste Tibbets  
Deborah & Douglas Torbush  

* Mariana Campili-Warren &  
     Michael Warren 

+ Doug Wiley   
Gail & Gary Willis   

Patsy Woods   
Kristina Wright   
 

Individual- $30-49 
* John M. Allan 
Allen County Public Library  

Julie & Mark Arnold   
Charles Bell   

Linda Ann Bell  
Trish & Tim Bricker   

Henry Bryant   
* Richard Burgess  

Robert Callner   
* Mary M. Cash  

* Fred Cavalli  
* Bill Crane  

William Deneke   
* Jim Downs  

M e m b e r s h i p  
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Forrest Hill   
Paul Hudson   

Jean P. Hughes  
Dora Jackson   

* Fitzroy James 
Janet Johnson  

+ Hugh S. Jordon  
Grace E. Keel   

Joyce Letaw   
* John Maloney  

Albert & Virve Martin   
Marian McCullers   

Sheila Moriarty  
Betty Noble   

David O’Connell   
Anne Olson   

* Sue Osier 
Uldis Palde   

* Jesse M. Parker 

Janie Rector   
* Ingrid Reinhard 

Sue Sellman 
* Julie Shaffer 

* Jamile Sims 
Betty E. Small   

Daniel Sobczak  
Pat & Doug Solomon   

* Cynthia Stillwell  
Margaret Sullivan   

Brian Sweny   
* Anne Teddlie 

* Susan Thomas  
Annie Tildon   

* Lori Timm 
Katina VanCronkhite   

* Candis White 
* Michael White 

* Laurel Wilson 

R e p o r t    (cont .) 

 

J o i n  *  R e n e w  *  G i v e  

 

 
All funds received through memberships directly support the preservation of DeKalb County history and are tax-deductible as 
allowed by law.  Your generous contribution to the DeKalb History Center will provide you with a year-long membership that 
includes our quarterly newsletter to keep you informed on all our activities.  We hope that you will join our team by either 
renewing your membership or joining as a first-time supporter. 

Name     ______________________________________ Email     _______________________ 

Address   ________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ Phone     _______________________ 

Supporter Levels 

___ Heritage Society—$2,500  ___ Contributor—$250   ___ Household—$50 

___ Sponsor—$1,000   ___ Sustainer/Business—$125  ___ Individual—$30 

___ Benefactor/Corporation—$500  ___ Patron—$75    ___ Student/Teacher/Senior—$25 

Please mail this form with your contribution to: DeKalb History Center, 101 East Court Square, Decatur GA 30030 

Thanks to all who have joined or renewed.  Membership donations are extremely important to our mission.  If there is a 
correction to your listing, or you have questions about your membership, please call Melissa at 404-373-1088, extension 22. 

Janie Yorker 
William & Connie Zachary  
 

Life Membership  
Cynthia Alford 
Robert McCurdy Davidson 

Mrs. Julia R. Garcia 
James R. Hallford 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Sidney Johnson 
Terry Martin-Hart 

Mr. Dan Matthews 
Jenny McCurdy 

Mrs. Lucille McCurdy 
Mr. James B. Miller, Jr. 

Mrs. Franklin Nix 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Perkins 

Ms. Peggy Simms 
 

* New Members 
+ Upgraded Members         



Old Courthouse on the Square 
101 East Court Square 
Decatur GA 30030 
 

Phone: 404-373-1088 
Fax: 404-373-8287 
www.dekalbhistory.org 

K e e p i n g  D e K a l b ’ s  H i s t o r y  
F i r s t ,  s i n c e  1 9 4 7  

D e K a l b  H i s t o r y  C e n t e r   

These business members support the History Center at the Contributor Level or above.  For information call 404-373-1088, ext. 22. 

C o n t r i b u t o r  

B u s i n e s s  S u p p o r t e r s  
S p o n s o r  

A .  S .  T u r n e r  &  S o n s  
B r i c k  S t o r e  P u b  
C i t y  o f  D e c a t u r  

D e c a t u r  D o w n t o w n  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  
D e K a l b  C o n v e n t i o n  &  V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u  

D e V r y  U n i v e r s i t y   
E n d i v e  F i n e  C a t e r i n g  

M c C u r d y  &  C a n d l e r ,  L L C  

Agnes Scott College 
ACE III Communications  
Badda Bing 
Cousins Foundation, Inc. 

Edward Jones 
Georgia Transmission 

V. Nelson Associates, Inc. 
Oakhurst Market 

Law Office of Melinda C. Pillow 

Small Business Services 
Steele Program Managers 

Sun in My Belly 
Zest Atlanta 

B e n e f a c t o r  
  F o x  B r o t h e r s  B a r - B - Q        S o i r e e  C a t e r i n g  &  E v e n t s  


