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Have You Seen Julian Hoke Harris?

Certain works of public art are so understated that they become a part of
our subconscious experience. You can walk right past them and not even
see them. But as awareness takes root, the viewer may become curious
about the identity of the artist and the origin of the work. Have you noticed
the limestone carving on the Starbuck’s building at 133 E. Court Square in
downtown Decatur? The carving’s clean lines, powerful figures and
depictions of labor are evocative of art produced by the Works Progress
Administration (1935 - 1943). However, sculptor Julian Harris created this
bas relief for the opening of the First National Bank of Decatur in 1951.

The original 1925 building underwent an extensive renovation in 1950
directed by F. P. Smith, an architecture professor at Georgia Tech. The
new exterior had “walls faced with cut limestone above a high base of
Dakota Mahogany granite” and featured two carved panels by Julian H.
Harris, emphasizing the cultural and educational strengths of Decatur and

A view of the First National Bank of Decatur from our collection, ca. 1965

Honoring Community Champions

In conjunction with The Champion Newspaper and our temporary
exhibit, we are pleased to honor DeKalb champions from the past
20 years who have cared enough about our community to get
involved, stay involved and make a difference. This year we focus
on a select group of gentlemen with achievements both past and
ongoing.

This fifth annual event recognizes outstanding African American
leaders who have made a positive impact on DeKalb County. The
luncheon is Thursday, February 9 from 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. and

Continued on page 2

DeKalb. This is from an
article in The DeKalb New
Era which preceded the
opening of the refurbished
building:

“The subject of the panel on
the left of the main
entrance to the bank is
Industry and Agriculture,
with a large figure of a
worker surrounded by
smaller scale ones
depicting a welder, a
moulder and figures
typifying poultry raising,
dairying and farming. The
other panel is devoted to
Learning and Culture, and
is dominated by a student
in an academic costume,
surrounded by five small
symbolic figures; on one
side Christ stands for
Religion, Moses for Law,
and Socrates for
philosophy, while on the
other, Galileo stands as an
exponent of Science and
Michelangelo of Art...These
sculptured panels can now
be seen in process of being
carved at the main
entrance of the new
structure.”

Julian Hoke Harris was
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includes a performance by Capoeira Maculele Decatur and a seated luncheon catered by
Soiree. Cal Melissa at 404-373-1088, extension 22 for ticket information. Publisher Carolyn
Glenn will be the Mistress of Ceremonies as we honor:

Sheriff—Elect Derwin Brown
Dr. William C. Brown
John Evans
William “Buck” Godfrey
Gregory B. Levett, Sr.

Please join us for this special event!

SPONSORS

GEORGIA A
POWER

A SOUTHERN COMPANY

DeKalb

Convention & Visitors Bureau

ﬁ DeKalb Medical
Hillandale

The cure for the common hospital.

Char & Stuart Zola
GUARDIANS

A.S. Turner & Sons, Inc.

ahm €

City of Decatur

CORNERSTONE
Bank

DECATUR

GREGORY B. LEVETT

AND SONS

;s

T
Bank of North Georgia

MORE POWER
TO YOU

“A FAMILY SERVING FAMILIES”




Volume 6, Issue 1

Upcoming Events

Please check our website for these and other events!

Lunch & Learn, Tuesday, March 20 at noon at the historic DeKalb Courthouse

Mera Cardenas, Executive Director of the Arabia Mountain Heritage Area Alliance, explains how this National Park
Service program is helping to protect and connect the area’s natural, historic and cultural resources. From early settlers
to granite quarries to a community forged by emancipated slaves — the Heritage Area is rich with stories, history and
breathtaking beauty. A model of private-public coordination, the Heritage Area was awarded the Atlanta Regional
Commission’s inaugural Great Places Award in 2011. Come see how history and nature formed this unique landscape
and how The Alliance is working to protect these places for future generations. Free—bring your lunch!

Annual Meeting & Silent Auction

Friday, March 23, from 6:00—8:30 pm at the historic DeKalb Courthouse

Enjoy an evening of wine, beer, hors d'oeuvres and music while bidding on fantastic items donated by generous local
businesses. Silent auction packages may include event tickets, golf, dinner certificates, art, jewelry, hotel stays, special
tours, books, professional services, children’s activities, fitness opportunities and more. If you have something to donate
to support DHC, please contact Melissa at director@dekalbhistory.org or at 404-373-1088, extension 22. This annual
fundraiser features delicious food from our caterers: Avante, Avenue, Badda Bing, Bold American, Endive,
LowCountry Barbecue, Sawicki’s, Soiree, Sun in My Belly and Zest Atlanta.

Lunch & Learn, Tuesday, May 22 at noon at the historic DeKalb Courthouse

Reviving South Decatur: Urban Homesteading and its Effects by Dr. David Rotenstein.

In 1975 Decatur became one of 23 American cities to have neighborhoods included in a new federal program devoted to
returning foreclosed and abandoned homes to private home ownership. South Decatur in the 1960s had undergone a
rapid transition from all-white to a majority African American neighborhood. The Urban Homesteading program was
designed to attract new homeowners who would receive low-interest loans to rehabilitate the houses to bring them up to
code, spurring investment in surrounding properties. David looks at South Decatur’s history and the impacts Urban
Homesteading had on the neighborhood and the greater city. Free—bring your lunch! <+
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End of Year
Contributions

Frank & Elizabeth Allan
Betty & Frank Asbury
Betty Slater
Terry Bird
Cornerstone Bank
Jane Maas Edwards
David & Heather Ewing
Charlene Fang
William Funk
John W. Gamwell, MD
Robert & Jean Gerwig
Patricia Graves
Jeff & Callen Hall
Catherine Hutsell
Ernest & Teresa Key
Elizabeth Kinney
Steven & Barbara Maas
Janice Mahoney
John Miller
John & Catherine Mullins
James Overbeck
James C. Platt, Jr
Don Rawlins
Clarence Seeliger
Beth Shorthouse
Wytch Stubbs
Carol & Leonard Thibadeau
Celeste Tibbets
Tim & Dorothy Timmons
Stuart & Char Zola

Special contributions
for the Archives:
Joyce Cohrs
Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.

Special contributions:
Anne Boon Rhea

And a very special
thank you to
Fred Turner

Artist Julian Harris (cont)

Continued from page 1

born in Carrollton, Georgia in 1906. He was the youngest child of a hardware store
owner who had managed Hoke Smith’s gubernatorial campaign. His parents
supported his interest in art, but encouraged him to attend Georgia Tech as an
alternative to studying illustration in New York City. He chose architecture because it
appeared to be “the closest thing to art”
and earned a B.A. in 1928. He the studied
sculpture at the Pennsylvania Academy of
the Fine Arts and returned to Georgia Tech
in 1936 where he served as a part-time
architecture professor for the next 36
years. Although considered stylistically
conservative by some of his students, he
was nevertheless a well-regarded and
popular teacher. He lived with his wife
Jean and their two daughters near the
center of the Tech campus, in a house he
builtin 1937. The backyard was a
sculpture garden filled with his art.

In addition to the
many architectural
sculptures and
reliefs he created
for public buildings
in the Southeast, he
produced dozens of
portrait busts and
medallions. Sitters
included former
Mayor William B.
Hartsfield, Coca-
Cola magnate
Robert W.
Woodruff and
former President
Jimmy Carter.
Julian Hoke Harris
died in Atlanta on
January 15, 1987 at
the age of 80, after decades of creative
output.

Following his graduation from Georgia
Tech, Harris took a trip to Egypt that
would later influence the cleanliness of
his sculptural style. That impact can be
felt in the images at 133 E. Court Square,
which call to mind the Egyptian
technique of low relief with a “sunk”
outline. The simple elegance of those
ancient carvings demonstrates a lesson
worth remembering — that even those
things that take a while to notice can
ultimately make a lasting impression. <+
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Sponsor_$1,000 +
City of Decatur

+ Decatur Downtown
Development Authority

DeKalb Convention &
Visitors Bureau

Georgia Power

A. S. Turner and Sons

Corporate $500 - $999
+ R. L. Brown & Assoc., Inc.

+ Scotty & Karna Candler

* Richard & Judy Cloues

* Epps Aviation

+ John & Catherine Mullins

(Aetna Foundation Match)

* Steel, LLC

Yerkes National Primate
Research Center

Stuart & Char Zola

Contributor $250 - $499
Bank of North Georgia

* Bold American Events
Dr. & Mrs. George Coletti
David & Heather Ewing
+ Fran & Henry Frantz
+ Thomas & Patricia Lowndes
(Coca-Cola Matching Gifts)
+ Sara & Tom Parsons
Pattillo Management, Inc. /
Casey Farmer
Personal Care, Inc. /
Martha Clinkscales
Betty Willis / Emory University

Sustainin 125 - $249
Judge Gregory A. Adams
Elizabeth & Frank Allan
Patricia Belcher

* Crystal Blackwell

Inez Booth

Joyce Cohrs

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Cordes
Cornerstone Bank
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Membership Report

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Crane

+ Ms. Jeannette Cukor

John Walter Drake

+ The Honorable Burrell Ellis
Emory Conference Center Hotel
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Harbaugh

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Hemby, Jr.

* Linda Hubert

+ Gue & Bill Hudson

+ Pam Hughes

Jim & Mary K. Jarboe
Patricia Johnson

Jim Lambing

* LowCountry Barbecue
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Matthews
Peggy Merris

+ Vee Nelson

Judge Johnny Panos
Pete & Charles Pfeiffer
James C. Platt, Jr.

Neal & Joan Pope

Ernest Ramsay

Louise Reaves

Steve & Ann Rushing

* Sawicki's

Mr. & Mrs. Bedros Sharian
Ruth Shaw

Lucia Sizemore

A. Thomas Stubbs
Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.
+ Judy & Roy Turner

+ Robert & Lynda Wilson

Patron $75 - $124

+ Marianne & Tom Adams
Mr. Shepard B. Ansley
Betty & Frank Asbury

Mr. & Mrs. Merriell Autrey, Jr.

Herman Baker

Charles Bell

+ Sheriff Thomas E. Brown
Mrs. Scott Candler, Jr.

* Mera Cardenas

Dr. & Mrs. R. A. Craddick

* Druid Hills Civic Association
Mr. Hopie Eubanks

* Charlene Fang

+ Bill Funk & Gayle Gellerstedt

+ John W. Gamwell, MD

+ Patti & Gary Garrett
Thomas Lowndes

* Scott & Molly Marrah

Mrs. Dean G. McKee

+ Don & Jeannine Morrison
+ Jean O’Callaghan

Mrs. John A. Pasco

+ Don Rawlins

Jack Regan & Ginger Krawiec
Jennifer Richardson

Dr. & Mrs. Richard H. Sams
+ Jacqueline Scott

+ Judge Clarence Seeliger

+ Dr. & Mrs. George Sessions
+ Beth Shorthouse

Bill & Dot Smith

James & Connie Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Smith
Lynn & David Speno

* Judy Syna

+ Anne & Jim Topple

Household $50 - $74
Robert & Virginia Allison

Mr. & Mrs. Wiley S. Ansley, 111
+ Charles B. Bell, M.D.

Mrs. Naomi W. Bell

Leslie & Josh Borger

Mr. & Mrs. Candler Broom
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Bryan

Robert T. “Bobby” Burgess Family
Mark Burnette

* Clark Candler

* Chuck & Mary Jane Cantey

* Sheila Cavanagh & Christopher
Davis

*Prue & T. E. Chance

* David & Suzy Crenshaw
* Carol & John Culpepper
Nancy & Jeff Darter

* Leslie & Scott Davis

* Dawn Diedrich & Tom Boyette
*Alan & Anne Dishman
Dunwoody Women's Club, Inc.
Anne Estes

Clayton & Kitty Farnham
Mary Fink

Melissa Forgey

+ Arthur & Linda Fountain
Kathie & Mark Gannon

* Mindy & Terrence Georges
Robert & Jean Gerwig

Gus & Barbara Giebelhaus
Sally Goss

* Alice Gough & Charles Heilker
* Jeff & Callen Hall

Gary Hauk

* Katherine Heilpern

* Terry Herron

Dianne & Paul Hiltman

+ Estelle Hinde

+ Mary & Dan Hinkel

* Christopher Holliday

* Lynn Hosking & Peter Diffin
+ Catherine Hutsell

E. D. Hyatt

* Irwin & Margaret Hyatt

* Shelly & Jack Jackman
Elizabeth Jackson

* Claudia & Andrew Keenan
Ernest & Teresa Key

John R. Keys

+ Jack Kittle

* Reagan & Geoff Koski

* Nina & Philip Lamson
Robert & Nancy Leitch
Lynda P. Lock

* Robert Bruce MacGregor
Lynn & Russ Mathis

* Matthew McCoyd

Marian McCullers

Scott or Barbara McDonald
Carole & Gordon Midgette

+ Mary Lee Millman
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+ Mr. & Mrs. Usman Mirza

* Kerri Morrin

+ Doug & Terry Morris

+ Jim & Lois Overbeck
Angela & Sherrod Patterson

+ David & Diana Penson

* Mike & Jane Powell

James & Sharon Radford
Clarke & Maria Rodgers

* Larry T. Ross

* David Rotenstein

Stacey & Joel Roudebush

* Janet & John Rushmere
Michael & Vivian Saffold

+ Annette & Jonathan Shakespeare
* William Simmons

Carol & Kyle Smith

Mr. & Mrs. William P. Smith, 111
Christa & Tim Sobon

Howard Stacy

* Susan Starr

* Claudia & Carl Stucke

Helen Talley-McRae & Keith McRae
Carol & Leonard Thibadeau

+ Celeste Tibbets

Deborah & Douglas Torbush
James & Mary Van Buren

* Stephanie Van Parys

* Elizabeth Vantine & Roger Grigg
Steve & Cathy Vogel

+ Doug Wiley

Kristina Wright

Individual $30 - 49
Allen County Public Library
*R. C. Alston

* Wayland Ayers

* Sandra Bagely

* Gail Bardis
Nannelle Bond

* Marianne Bradley
* Moira Bucciarelli
Mrs. L. C. Buchanan
* Gordon Burkette

Barbara Campbell

* Fred Cavalli

* Ginny Cavnah

* Karen Chance
Nolin Christensen
Wilma Coney
Elinor Cook

Dr. David Crass

* Paul Crowder
William Deneke

* Verena D’Mellow
* Al Dowdle

* Anne Fayssoux
David Floyd

Sara Fountain
Jacquelyn Gallo
Diane Gawedzinski
+ Linda Graves

* Kay Greene

* Ana Guimaraes

* Autron Hayes

+ Lucinda Headrick
* John Hewitt

Mrs. Pierre Howard, Sr.
Deborah Johnson
Kathryn Johnson
Katherine Kennedy
John Kittle, Jr.
James Knettel

* Jann Knowles

* Jerome Krieg
Mrs. Elliott Kyle
Brenda Leder

* Margaret Lesesne
Eric Lucas

Janice Mahoney

* Cecelia Manzanares
Miriam Mathura

+ Alan Morris
Tommye Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Murphey
* Jennifer Murray
Marcella Nelson

* Lisa Newbern
Neil Norton

Mary Margaret Oliver

Membership

+ Marcia Parrish

* Lee Pruett

Pamela Pryor

Brian Randall

+ Edie Riehm

* Paul Rogers

* Greg Russell

Tim Salomon

* Meg Samuels

Ruth Kirby Sanders

Edmund Sheehey

Mrs. R. P. Shinall, Jr.

Gayle Shuey

* John Skach

Elizabeth Smith

+ Elva Smith

* Beth Sullivan

Jill Sweetapple

* Brian Sweny

Dennis Taylor

* Melanie Taylor

Janet Truslow

* Denise VanLanduyt

Michael Vescio

* Martha Walsh

* Denise Wardlow

+ Patsy Woods

+ Judge Anne Workman

* Catherine Wright

Student/Teacher/Senior
25 - $29

+ Margaret Abbott

* Karen Anderson

* Susan Apolinsky
* Minia Askale

* Christy Atkins

* James Atkins

* William Baxter
Dannie Bell

* Linda Ann Bell
Sheila Biggs
Jewell Blankenship
Joseph S. Bond

* Jason Butler

+ Joy Carroll

* Melinda Carroll

+ Carolyn Chandler

* Thomas S. Chisholm
*Joan D. Cronin

* Betty Daniels-Sykes
Bob Davidson

C. Warren Davidson
* Angela Renee Duffy
Ebsco Industries

* Suzanne Feese

+ Linda Fountain

* Dick Funderburke
* Carol Gage

*Lynn Ganim

* Marilyn Garfield

+ Joe Giordano
Lawrence Graves

* Betty Griffith
Yvette Gunn

* James D. Hall

* Deirdre Hard

+ Coleen Hardin

* Laura Hardy

* Walter Harris
Michelle Hay
Barbara Hicks

* Forrest Hill

* Kenyetta R. Hill
*Vera Hiller

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Housworth
Paul Hudson

Nan Huebner

* Frances Jartu-White
* Jennifer A. Jeffreys
* Judith Jensen

* Diane Johnson
Janet Johnson

Hugh Jordon

Edith Kelman

Mary Alice Kemp
Elizabeth Kinney

Mr. Leon L. Kitchens, Jr.
* Jean Krugman
Scarlet Lanier

Joyce Letaw
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Report

Liane Levetan

Lorraine Loftis

* James Mallory

Albert & Virve Martin

* Gayle Mastrogiaconio

* Zina Matthews-Holmes
John Miller

* Fred Mitchell

* David Montane

* Judith Reynolds Mozley
* Danisha E. Nelson
Wendy Nelson

* Mireya Nunez

* Adrienne Ollerenshaw
* Anne Olson

Uldis Palde

* M. M. Pfrangle

* Matthew Chapmon Powell
* Michael Powell

* William Power

(Cont.)

Janie Rector

* Belinda Rhinehart
Denise Rice
Patricia Robertson
* Rita Robinzine
Mary-Alice Rodes

* Denise T. Saltman
* Betty Seely

* Cecelia Shannon
Daniel Sobczak

* Ethel Steverson
Tim & Dorothy Timmons
* Vanshelle Turner
Zach Usilton

Helen Williams

* Gail Willis

* Michael Willis
Agnes Scott Willoch
* Kristie L. Wright
Janie Yorker

William Zachary

Life Members

Cynthia Alford

Curtis Branscome

Robert McCurdy Davidson
Mrs. Julia R. Garcia
James R. Hallford

Mr. & Mrs. A. Sidney Johnson
Mrs. James A. Mackay
Terry Martin-Hart

Mr. Dan Matthews

Jenny McCurdy

Mr. James B. Miller, Jr.
Mrs. Franklin Nix

Ms. Peggy Simms

Stone Mountain Historical

Society Joint Members

* Erin Bailey
Dale, Penny &Brad Bartlett
* JoAnn T. Florence
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Mari Jo Ford

* Clause & Hilde Friese

* Rusty & Ann Hamby

* Cathleen Holst

* Lloyd & Mary Jane Johnson
* Diane Langston

* Edward & Nina Levine

* Nettie Loupis

* Frank & Barbara Luton

* Richard and Sherry Mailman
* James W. McCurdy

* Charles & Peggy Mills

* Pauline Myers

Jane T. Singleton

* William Studdard

* Mark & Suzanne Sykes
*Tug Tuggle

+ Upgraded membership
* New Member +

Thanks to all who have joined or renewed. Membership donations are extremely important to our mission. If there is a
correction to your listing, or you have questions about your membership, please call Melissa at 404-373-1088, extension 22.

Join * Renew * Give

Collecting, Preserving and Sharing the History of DeKalb County

All funds received through memberships directly support the preservation of DeKalb County history and are tax-deductible
as allowed by law. Your generous contribution to the DeKalb History Center will provide you with a year-long membership
that includes our quarterly newsletter to keep you informed on all our activities. We hope that you will join our team by

either renewing your membership or joining as a first-time supporter.

Name Email
Address
City/State/Zip Phone

Heritage Society—$2,500

Sponsor—$1,000

Benefactor/Corporation—$500

Supporter Levels

Contributor—$250

Sustainer/Business—$125

Patron—$75

Household—$50

Individual—$30

Student/Teacher/Senior—$25

Please mail this form with your contribution to: DeKalb History Center, 101 East Court Square, Decatur GA 30030




Business Supporters

Sponsor
City of Decatur
Decatur Downtown Development Authority
DeKalb Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
Georgia Power
A. S. Turner & Sons

Benefactor
Epps Aviation
Intown Quilters
R. L. Brown & Associates
Steel, LLC
Yerkes National Primate Research Center

Contributor

City of Avondale Estates Emory University
Bank of North Georgia Lampe-Farley Communications
Bold American Events New South Associates
The Champion Pattillo Management, Inc.
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce Personal Care, Inc.
Edward Jones SunTrust Bank

These business members support the History Center at the Contributor Level or above. For information call 404-373-1088, ext. 22.

DeKalb History Center
Old Courthouse on the Square

101 East Court Square
Decatur GA 30030

Phone: 404-373-1088
Fax: 404-373-8287
www.dekalbhistory.org

Keeping DeKalb’'s History
First, since 1947

DEKALB

HISTORY
CENTER




