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Wesley Chapel—Lost History

The Wesley Chapel United Methodist’s “old” church (1897), once located now known as the Wesley

along the intersection of Wesley Chapel and Snapfinger Roads, was torn Chapel Cemetery. A

down last October in a sad loss for DeKalb County. Wesley Chapel’s specific construction date

congregation is believed to be one of the two oldest in the county and for that structure is

actually predates the formation of DeKalb in 1822. unknown. Vanishing
DeKalb includes a photo of

The congregation’s first church was located on Flat Shoals Road, about two that church on the day it

miles south of the current location, on land owned by Patrick White. was torn down.

During this time, Native Americans still used the land and had disputes

with the early settlers. The building was probably a simple brush arbor — Wesley Chapel’s fourth

a shelter of poles which supported a brush roof. The second building, building, or “old” church,

constructed of split logs, was built around 1828 on Flakes Mill Road. was built on land donated
by Benjamin Sprayberry.

The third church, a wooden frame structure, was constructed about 100 Construction began in 1896

yards from the recently razed building. It was partially sited on what is and the church was

dedicated in May of 1897.
At the time, families
traveled to church by buggy
and had a difficult time
crossing Snapfinger Creek
when it was at its deepest in
the spring. It was a simple
clapboard church that
closely resembled the third
building in shape and size.

J4.F »° LULE E. BROWN Numerous changes in the
AND FAMILY, ' county after World War II
impacted the structure and
congregation. The
intersection at Snapfinger
and Wesley Chapel Roads
grew busier, the roads were
widened and paved, and the

congregation was

Continued on page 4

This photo shows of one of the stained glass memorial windows in August 2010.

Inside this issue

Seldom Seen Photos Saved!

Significant progress has been made on an exciting archival project in the page 3
past few months. The project is to preserve our Guy Hayes negatives and
make them more accessible to the public. Thanks to a grant from the
Decatur Craft Beer Festival, we purchased an Epson V700 flatbed scanner. page 4
Much of the Guy Hayes Collection is medium and large format negatives,
which are simply too big for a regular scanner to handle. Erica Duvic, our
Joyce Cohrs Archives Intern from Georgia State University, researched page 4
scanners. We also posed the question of “which scanner” to the Society of
American Archivists listserv, and settled on the Epson due to its versatility.

* Upcoming Events,

* End of Year Donations,

* New Staff Member,

* Membership Report,
page5

Erica has scanned all of the negatives that had previously been processed

and re-housed, about 1,600 separate images. They were scanned at a high
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resolution so that enlargements can be
made. She also made “access copies” that
can be flipped through quickly. We
printed contact sheets, so for the first time
at the History Center, we can view this
amazing array of images from the 1940s
through the 1980s. These wonderful
images have been largely unknown to us,
as they were housed in envelopes and
packed into boxes.

Hayes, a graduate of Clarkston High
School and resident of Avondale Estates,
donated his extensive files of photographic
negatives and a small group of prints to

the History Center in 1984 and 1985. Jimmy Hoffa speaking at the Atlanta Biltmore
Hayes’ wife, Dottie, a volunteer with DHC, Hotel .

and his friend and attorney, Walter ‘ S0
McCurdy, a board member and past ¥, .» “;.' , B 54

president, convinced him to place the ' Jhe
photographs in the DHC Archives upon =
his retirement.

Prior to his military service in the navy
during World War II, he worked as a
photographer for Atlanta Newspapers,
Inc. Upon his return to civilian life he
continued that association working
primarily for The Atlanta Journal for over
50 years. Hayes also worked as a
photographer for the DeKalb News/Sun
from the 1960s to the 1980s.

We are so grateful to Joyce Cohrs and
her cpntrlbutlons to the aychlves. Her There are many animals featured, including this
ongoing support has provided us with dog and his amazing ears!

many fantastic interns! +

Car auction in front of the DeKalb County Felipe Alou, most recently manager for the San
Courthouse, 1957 . Francisco Giants, when he was playing for the
Atlanta Braves 1964-1969 .
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Upcoming Events

For all of these upcoming events, please check our website as we add information!

Our fourth annual Black History Month Celebration. “A Salute to DeKalb’s Military Heroes.” Thursday,
February 24, from 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at the Old Courthouse on the Square. This ticketed event includes
lunch and entertainment by the James C. Ward Classical Arts Chorale. Tickets are $30 for members or $35 for non-
members. Sponsorships are also available.

Tour “The Cofer Collection!” On February 26, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. A curator will guide you through this
private car collection featuring automobiles from 1914—1999. This tour is free but is only open to current members of
the DeKalb History Center. Space is limited and reservations are required. Contact Leslie Borger at
dhs@dekalbhistory.org or 404-373-1088, extension 20 for more information or to RSVP.

Lunch & Learn: Presidential Visits to Georgia, by Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr., on Tuesday, March 15 at Noon. Ken’s
presentation starts with a visit from George Washington in 1791 and continues into the 2oth Century. For instance,
President and Mrs. Coolidge spent a week on Sapelo Island in the late 1920s. Free—bring your lunch!

Tour the Methodist Children’s Home—Free for members and $5 for non-members. Saturday, March 12, 11:00
a.m. Reservations are limited. Contact Leslie Borger at dhs@dekalbhistory.org or 404-373-1088, extension 20 .

0Old House Fair on March 19th at the Holiday Inn in Decatur. Come visit our booth and hear speakers on various
“Old House” topics—the emphasis is on the Ranch House this year, but there is great information included for all
homeowners!

Join us for our Annual Meeting and Silent Auction on Friday, March 25, from 6:00—8:30 p.m. at the Old
Courthouse on the Square. Enjoy an evening of wine, beer, hors d'oeuvres and music while bidding on fantastic items
donated by generous local businesses.

Talking Walls Workshop, June 6—10, for DeKalb Educators. This workshop will give educators a greater
understanding of DeKalb County’s historic resources and how they can be used to supplement and enrich the classroom

curriculum. Additional information will be included in our next newsletter. <+
% . /'O"‘OG,LOVQ;
ecalun 1Puhe &)
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$IIO oy OLQVW Holiday Inn Decatur ¢ 130 Clalremont Ave. * Decatur, Georgia

§
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For more information, visit = featuring new ideas, practical advice, innovative materials

www.decaturoldhousefaircom  and quality services for homeowners.
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End of Year
Contributions

A.S. Turner & Sons
Elizabeth & Frank Allan
Frank & Betty Asbury
Dale, Penny & Brad Bartlett
Sheila Biggs
Mr. Terry C. Bird
Philip & Alice Cordes
Jane Maas Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. David Ewing
Bill Funk & Gayle Gellerstadt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gerwig
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Harbaugh
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Hemby, Jr.
Eloyse Hyatt
Edith Kelman
John Keys
Terry Martin-Hart
Peggy Merris
Mary Lee Millman
Douglas & Terry Morris
Judge Charles A. Moye, Jr. (Estate)
John & Catherine Mullins
Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Murphey
Vee Nelson
James & Lois Overbeck
Sara & Tom Parsons
Hon. Clarence F. Seeliger
Ed Sheehey
Elizabeth Smith
Christa & Tim Sobon
Perry L. & Dorothy S. Stephens
Harry Stillwell
B. J. & Beth Sumner
Celeste Tibbets
Bob & Lynda Wilson
Jim & Anne Topple
Doug Wiley
Char & Stuart Zola
Special contributions

for the Archives:
Joyce Cohrs

Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.

We received a donation in Honor of
Jim and Mary K. Jarboe from
Douglas Jarboe

Wesley Chapel (Cont.)

Continued from page 1

outgrowing their building. In 1950-51, the
building was reoriented to face the
intersection and was elevated to
accommodate a basement which included
classrooms. The church was now in front of
the cemetery instead of beside it.

In short order, even this enlarged building
was outgrown. The congregation bought 10
additional acres on Wesley Chapel Road for
a fifth building which was constructed in
1963 and an educational building finished
in 1968. The “old” church went on to house
many different small congregations as they
began until they found permanent homes.
It functioned this way for many decades

church representatives in August of last year.
The congregation no longer used the “old”
church and did not value its history. DHC
asked for time to work with them to find a
use or buyer for the structure. We were told
that we could present options, but not how
long we had to come up with a solution.

Our Executive Director spoke with the
district superintendant of the North
Georgia Office of the United Methodist
Church and was told that if the congregation
wanted to demolish the building, the
superintendant would support them. The
structure was certainly still usable and could
have been restored. It only took one day in

while the October for the
landscape bulldozer to
around it bring down
became full of most of the
commercial building. We
enterprises. did not know
demolition was
The staff at the underway until
History Center ; the bulldozer
got word that ] ; had nearly
the {111 1 finished its task.
congregation o |1 12 Y We hope that a
was considering ﬁ = “ better
demolition of i © 1 understanding
this historic e , of historic
structure. We : [ o resources will
met with their - help prevent
current pastor Wesley Chapel as it appeared in 1964—from an article in the ~ these loses in
and two other DeKalb New Era. the future. +

Meet our newest Staff Member

Stacey Roudebush recently relocated to
Atlanta from San Francisco. Born and
raised in Birmingham, she graduated from
the University of Alabama with a Bachelors
of Fine Art in 1996. Stacey was the
Executive Assistant at The Kentuck
Museum Association in Northport,
Alabama, where she managed studios,
galleries and a gift shop and assisted in the

planning of the Kentuck Festival of the Arts.

In 1999, Stacey moved to San Francisco to
pursue a graduate degree in Arts
Administration, which she completed in
2001 from Golden Gate University. She
joined the staff of the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) where
she assisted with membership recruitment
and programming. She later worked in the
Education Department with students,

teachers and museum docents. She
organized and trained SFMOMA docents on
touring the public through the Museum’s
exhibitions.

Stacey left SFMOMA in 2006 to develop a
gift-basket business that featured only
sustainable and eco-friendly products from
Northern California companies. In the fall of
20009, Stacey and her husband decided to
leave big city life and come home to the
South to settle in Atlanta.

Stacey’s interests include contemporary art,
live music and SEC sports. A collector of
Southeastern Folk Art, she enjoys Southern
folk lore and history. In her spare time, you
may find her paper crafting or embroidering.
She currently lives in Kirkwood with her
husband, Joel and their mutt, Dixie. +
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Membership Report

Baron DeKalb $1,000 +

City of Decatur

DeKalb Convention and Visitors Bureau
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Turner

Corporate $500 - $999

Decatur Downtown Development
Authority

Decatur First Bank

+ John and Catherine Mullins
(Aetna Foundation Match)

Stuart & Char Zola

Mary Gay $250 - $499
City of Avondale Estates
Bank of North Georgia

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Candler, III
Dr. & Mrs. George Coletti

* The Champion

David and Heather Ewing

Jim Lambing

(SunTrust Matching Gifts Program)
* Lampe-Farley Communications, Inc.
New South Associates / Mary Beth Reed
Judge Johnny Panos
Mrs. Geraldine Patrick
Pattillo Management / Casey Farmer
Personal Care, Inc. / Martha Clinkscales
Louise H. Reaves
Mr. Harry Stillwell

(Macy’s Matching Gifts Program)
Betty E. Willis / Emory University

Sustaining & Business $125 - $2
+ Judge Gregory A. Adams

+ Elizabeth & Frank Allan

Patricia Belcher

Inez G. Boothe

Ms. Joyce Cohrs

Cornerstone Bank

+ Ms. Jeannette Cukor

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Crane

John Walter Drake

+ Mr. & Mrs. Robert Espy IV
Emory Conference Center Hotel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gerwig

Goodwin Properties / Lynda Martin

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Harbaugh

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Hemby, Jr.

Pam Hughes

Jim and Mary K. Jarboe

+ Patricia Johnson

John R. Keys

Thomas & Patricia Lowndes
(Coca-Cola Matching Gifts Program)

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Matthews

Peggy Merriss

+ Pete & Charles Pfeiffer

James C. Platt, Jr.

Neal and Joan Pope

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Ramsay

Louise Reaves

Steve & Ann Rushing

Ruth Shaw

Lucia Sizemore

+ Perry Stephens

Paula & Roy Swartzberg

Kenneth Thomas, Jr.

Roy & Judy Turner

Patron - $75 - $124

Mr. Shepard B. Ansley

Betty & Frank Asbury

Mr. & Mrs. Merriell Autrey, Jr.
+ Fred & Jane Boykin

Mrs. Scott Candler

+ Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Cavaliere
Louise & David Coffin

Dr. & Mrs. R. A. Craddick

+ Jan & Bob Espy

Mr. Hopie Eubanks

Bill & Gue Hudson

Patricia Johnson

+ Sara P. Parsons

Mrs. John A. Pasco

+ Jack Regan & Ginger Krawiec
+ Jennifer & Wayne Richardson
Dr. & Mrs. Richard H. Sams

+ Bobbie Sanford

+ Jacqueline Scott

Alida & Stuart Silverman

Betty & Robert Slater

Connie & James Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Smith

+ Lynn & Dave Speno
Perry Stephens
Robert Sway & Harriette Fulton

Household - $50 - $74
Ginger & Bob Allison

Margot & Bill Allison

Mr. & Mrs. Wiley S. Ansley, 111
Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Banks

+ Penny, Brad & Dale Bartlett
+ Mrs. Naomi W. Bell

Carol Black

Leslie & Josh Borger

+Fred & Jane Boykin

Mr. & Mrs. Candler Broom

* Sherriff Thomas E. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Bryan

Robert T. “Bobby” Burgess Family

Mark Burnette

Nancy & Jeff Darter

Victor & Lynn Donham
Anne Estes

+ Clayton & Kitty Farnham
Melissa Forgey

+ Dr. John W. Gamwell

+ Mark & Kathie Gannon
Gayle Gellerstedt & Bill Funk
Jack & Barbara Gerlach
August & Barbara Giebelhaus
Sally Goss

Justin Hayes

* Sharon Hester

Mary & Dan Hinkel
Elizabeth Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Jordan
Robert & Nancy Leitch

Mary & Dick Leslie

Lynne & Jerry Lock

Lynn & Russ Mathis

Mrs. W. C. McCullers

J. Scott & Barbara McDonald
Gordon & Carole Midgette
Patricia Miller

+ Charles A. Moye, Jr. (Estate)
Don & Jeannine Morrison
Jean O’Callaghan

Angela & Sherrod Patterson

Page 5
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+ Donald A. Rawlins

James & Sharon Radford

* Stacy and Bob Reno

Diane Roberts (In Memory of
Ed & Ruth Cummins)

Patricia R. Robertson

Clarke & Maria Rodgers

* Stacey & Joel Roudebush

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Saffold

David Schechter & Audrey Galex

Judge Clarence Seeliger

Dr. & Mrs. George Sessions

Kyle & Carol Smith

Mr. & Mrs. William P. Smith, III

Christa & Tim Sobon

+ Penny & Graham Stovall

* Jill Sweetapple

Helen Talley-McRae & Keith McRae

Mrs. William Thibadeau

Anne & Jim Topple

James & Mary Van Buren

Cathy & Steve Vogel

* James L. Waits

Wanda & Herb White

Darro & Huyen Willey

Kristina Wright

Individual- $30-49

Allen County Public Library

* Anjer Construction

* Elizabeth Axelberg

* Attorney General Thurbert Baker
Jeffares Bailey

Barbara L. Barnett

Charles B. Bell, M.D.

Cherie & Glen Bennett

* Melvin Bettis

* Terry C. Bird

Carl Black

Joseph Augustine Sams Bond
+ Nannelle Bond

* Rev. Thomas N. Bristow, Sr.
Mrs. L. C. Buchanan

* Matthew Carney

Wilma Coney

+ Elinor Cook

Charles L. Cope

* Dr. Dave Crass

Tim Crimmins

* Al Dowdle

Dunwoody’s Women Club
* The Honorable Burrell Ellis
* David Floyd

+ Linda Fountain

* Jacquelyn Gallo

* Diane Gawedzinski
Linda Graves

Terry Hardgrave

Gary S. Hauk

Mrs. Pierre Howard Sr.

+ Catherine Hutsell

* Kathryn H. Johnson
Marceil Joyner

+ Katharine Kennedy

* Jack Kittle

* James Knettel

Mrs. Elliott Kyle

Brenda Leder

Barbara Loar

Mr. Hazel Long

Miriam Mathura

Laura McCarty

Brenda & Robert McWilliams
Mary Lee Millman

* Judge Barbara J. Mobley
* Kerri Morrin

Alan Morris

+ Tommye Mueller

* Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Murphey
* Marcella Nelson

Neil Norton

Mary Margaret Oliver

* Judge Desiree Sutton Peagler
+ Kelly M. Pepper

+ Pamela C. Pryor

+ Brian G. Randall

Edie Riehm

Tim Salomon

+ Ruth Kirby Sanders
Annette H. Shakespeare
Edmund Sheehey

Mrs. R.P. Shinall, Jr.

Beth Shorthouse

Gayle B. Shuey

+ Elizabeth Huberta Smith
Sylvester Cemetery

Membership

* Jan Truslow
Michael Vescio

Ray Viers

* Doug Wiley

Judge Anne Workman
* Brian Zeis

Student/Teacher/Senior
*Margie S. Abbott
Atlanta-Fulton Pubic Library
Dannie Bell

* Mary Bell

Sheila Biggs

Jewell Blankenship

Joseph Augustine Sams Bond
* Jeanie Brieske

Mrs. Mary Katherine Burton
+ Joy Carroll

* Carolyn Chandler

* Elinor Howard Cook
Leslie W. Cook

* Bob Davidson

C. Warren Davidson
Patrick Edmondson
Mari Jo Ford

* Joe Giordano

* Lawrence Graves

* Yvette L. Gunn

* Leah Hager

Coleen Grant Hardin

* Michelle Hay

Barbara Hicks

+ Estelle L. Hinde

* Nan Huebner

Paul Stephen Hudson
Grace E. Keel

Mary Alice Kemp

Mr. Leon L. Kitchens, Jr.
Joyce W. Letaw

Mrs. Scarlet G. Lanier
Lorraine Loftis

* Janice Mahoney

+ Albert & Virve Martin
* Dorothy McGoff

* Jean McIntosh

* Lora Mirza

+ Fred Mobley

Dr. and Mrs. Doug Morris
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Report (Cont.)

* Mr. & Mrs. C.A. Murphey
* Wendy Nelson

* James Overbeck

* Uldis J. Palde

Vernita Pinto

* Ann Boon Rhea

* Mary-Alice Rodes

* Elva Smith

Vallie Staten

* Ethel Steverson

Tim & Dorothy Timmons
* Zachary J. Usilton

* Ebert Van Buren, Jr.

* Eleanor Weatherly
Agnes Scott Willoch

* Michael Wills

* Amy Wise

Patsy B. Woods

Janie Yorker

William Zachary

* New Members
+ Upgraded Members

Life Membership
Cynthia Alford

Curtis Branscome

Robert McCurdy Davidson
Mrs. Julia R. Garcia
James R. Hallford

Mr. & Mrs. A. Sidney Johnson
Mrs. James A. Mackay
Terry Martin-Hart

Mr. Dan Matthews

Jenny McCurdy

Mr. James B. Miller, Jr.
Mrs. Franklin Nix

Ms. Peggy Simms

Stone Mountain Historical Society

Joint Memberships
* Erin Bailey

* Bob & Averil Bonsall

* Sharon &Buck Brownlee
* Amelia P. Butler

* John & Carol Culpepper
* JoAnn T. Florence

* Rusty & Ann Hamby

* Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Jordan
*J.W. Joseph & Mary Beth Reed
* David & Jan Leakey

* Frank & Barbara Luton
* James W. McCurdy

* Pat Miller

* Pauline Myers

* Sally & Richard O’Harrow
* David & Dianne Penson
* Jack & Pat Sartain

* Thomas L. Schilling

* William Studdard

* Raye Ann Viers

* Morgan & Pat Wheeler

* Dixie Wilson

Thanks to all who have joined or renewed. Membership donations are extremely important to our mission. If thereisa
correction to your listing, or you have questions about your membership, please call Melissa at 404-373-1088, extension 22.

Join ¥ Renew * Give

Collecting, Preserving and Sharing the History of DeKalb County

All funds received through memberships directly support the preservation of DeKalb County history and are tax-deductible
as allowed by law. Your generous contribution to the DeKalb History Center will provide you with a year-long membership
that includes our quarterly newsletter to keep you informed on all our activities. We hope that you will join our team by
either renewing your membership or joining as a first-time supporter.

Name Email
Address
City/State/Zip Phone

Supporter Levels

Heritage Society—$2,500 Contributor—$250 Household—$50

Sponsor—$1,000 Sustainer/Business—$125 Individual—$30

Benefactor/Corporation—$500 Patron—$75 Student/Teacher/Senior—$25

Please mail this form with your contribution to: DeKalb History Center, 101 East Court Square, Decatur GA 30030




Business Supporters

Sponsor
City of Decatur
DeKalb Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
A. S. Turner & Sons

Benefactor
Decatur Downtown Development Authority
Decatur First Bank
Intown Quilters

Contributor

City of Avondale Estates Emory University
Bank of North Georgia Lampe-Farley Communications
The Champion New South Associates
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce Pattillo Management, Inc.
Edward Jones Personal Care, Inc.

SunTrust Bank

These business members support the History Center at the Contributor Level or above. For information call 404-373-1088, ext. 22.

DeKalb History Center

Old Courthouse on the Square
101 East Court Square
Decatur GA 30030

Phone: 404-373-1088
Fax: 404-373-8287
www.dekalbhistory.org

Keeping DeKalb’s History
First, since 1947

DEKALB

HISTORY
CENTER




