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A place for s

The Vedanta Center of
Atlanta

2331 Brockett Road, Tucker,
{34 30084

¥ Phone: 770-938-6673.

¥ Weh site: www
wvedanta-atlanta.org. -

¥ Services: 10:30 am.-
noon Sundays. Classes and
discussion on Tuesdays and
Thurscays from 8-2:30 pm.
Meditation nightly from 67
p.m., except Sundays.

¥ Worship style: Discourse
by Swami Yogeshananda

or a vislting speaker, group
discusslon, meditation, some
chanting.

» Average attendance: 30.
¥ Director: Swami
Yogeshananda

» Denomination affillation:
Vedanta (in the Hindu fold).
The worldwide Vedanta Center
Is based in India.

Mission statement -

#To awaken individuals to
their truenature, whichis di-
vine, To provide seriptural and
contextual food for the spirit,
To assist aspiranis tolearnto
practice personal, spiritual dis-
eiplines such ag meditation.”

History

The Vedanta Cesiter was
established in 1976, and Swami
Yogeshananda was asked to
move here at the end of 1981 as full-time
director. He rernembers the ice storm
that greeted him that winter. “Iwendered
where the Souther: warmth was)” he said,
laughing.

The new director held regular meetings -

inhis apartment, until the group outgrew
the space in 1694 and began meeting Ina
rented house, In 1§99, enough donations
were collected to purchase the eurrent
tocationin Tucker.

iThis {s a small outpost of a worldwide
movement " said the swami, adding that
1% centers and about five monasteries -

areinthe United States, “Vedantameans -
the truth, whichis eternal, unchanging -

and accessible, and which fs found inall, .’

thebibles of the world including those of . .

science!
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{ng that time, hebegan
looking for aspiritual
teacher and found Swami
Yatiswarananda in Phila-
delphia, amonk of the
Ramakrishna order.
Yogeshananda, an
Amerlcan monk also of
the Ramalerishna order,
lived in several monaster-
jes in the United States,
Indiaand England, before
coming to Atlanta, Hehas
written four books and
produces a newsletter
that reaches 100 contacls
across the country, He
serves anthe board of
directoys of the Faith Alli-
ance of Metro Atlanta.

Ministries

Center members par- '
ticipate inthree Atlanta-
based interfaith crganiza-
tions and service projects
such as nursing home vis-
its and clothing donationt

Director's path

Yogeshananda, 83, wasborn inTa-
coma, Wash., to Christian missionaries. A
graduate of the University of Catifornia at
Berkeley, the swami has spent 60 yearsin
monastic life and 36 years in ministry.

A} the age of 22, I recognized that my
teacher was the spirituallight that he was
because he was a moznk)’ recalled Yoge-
shananda. "] knew he eovld't be what
he wag unless he was amonk. Hehad no
attachments, o fncome, He depended
entirely'on God, 1ivanted to be like that

" The swainl's service as a conscientious
objector during World War L was in civil-
jan pubiic service, mostly at Pennharst,

a facility for 1,500 mentally handicapped
men and boys near Philadelphia. Dur-
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At the Vedanta Center In Tucker, Swaml Yogeshananda, 83, leads a
small group In the Hindu tradition,

to disabled communities.
Certain feasts, known as
Pujas, are celebrated in
commemoration of event:
such as Ramakrishnia's
birthday and tie Buddha’
birthday.

The center places more
emphasis oh encourag-
ing individual spiritual
growthof each devotee.
One Sunday eachmonth
isdevoted to ameditatior
workshop. Classes are
offered on Tuesday and
Thursday nights, and the

: Center is oper for medita
tion from 6 -7 p.m., six days a week,

Thoughts from the swami

"The center invites persons of faith or
nofaith to its services. The center wants
to encourage people to practice spiritual
disciplines and offers help todo so. We
revere the great teachers of the world's
religions and study their lives and their
words " said the swami, It is nok toles-
ance, it s veverence. Weregard each majc
faithas apati:to the same goal, Now that
not saying that we regard eachreligion

. asthesame, We're often misquoted that
way. We're saying everyreligionis a path
tohe same ultimate goal if one is sincere

— Candice Hannlg:




