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THE HISTORY OF ’.L‘ILE‘ PARIGH OF SAINT THLOMAS 'ORE,DECATUR,Ge.

Compiled and written by Mrs. Joseph li. Toomey.

The rapid growth of the metropolitrn area of Atlanta, Ga.,
ecp c¢ially to the east and northeast, drew the atiention of
the ecclesiaestical amthorities of the diocese of SQVanhah-
Atlenta to the necessity of the ectablishmont of a pexrish
within the borders of DeKalb county, Geor ia, A number of
Catholic fraliie: had made this county their home, and as
there wes no church of their Laith in this county they attend d
.ﬁérViGGﬂ at theEﬁeax&atbOatholic church in Atlanta, either
the Co-Cathedral of Christ the King, the Sacred Heert, oy the
Immaculate Conception.

The first definite move for the estabiishm nt of the new
parish wa: the selection of a comittee by Monsignor Joseph
He loylen, Pastor of the Co-Cathedral of Christ ;he King.
This comuitt e was composad of ir. J. Gershon Epler,of Atlanta,
Jire. Henry H. MelLauchlin and ixr.Robert X, Whiteford of bDecatur,
This comnitiee met at the home of Robert . ﬁhitaforﬁ on Jundey,
Jonunry 21, IQQO ond, formulated plans to determine the number of
Catholic fmniéiqu?%%gzliving within the boundrios of'tho propoaed
parish. The contested Catholics wore asked o attend a meeting
at the Amoriesn Lejzion rsost Hell, on Sycamore Street, in Decriur,
ot 8 Vi, Thureday, 'lorch 14, 1940. A cursory ocuxrvey, made by
the committee, discloced thot a proxisetely three hundreo Goniholie
fomiliecs lived in pecolur nnd the nerroy coumunition.

This mecting s pr slded over b ':.o:s;;i._;nor :() lane he kev,

Jom 8 . Rellly, 5. 1., Loctor of the Saered Il nrt Church oy




Atlente, ond the Rev. Jousph K. Smith, rastor of the Immoculate
gondeption Chureh of Atlantn, repre entod th ir r :spective
poerishes, since theve two parishos wer to be effocted by the
erention of the new parish. ony Catholice from Decniur,
Druid Tills, HnstLeke, Kirkwood, Avondele zsietes and oth o
nesrby communitics were preseni and entered into a d;seuwuion

of matters portnining to the new parish. ihe 1urga_nttendﬁnce
ot this meeting and the interect displayed made it evidont to the
prociding officer and the oot Reverend Bishap, Gereld .0'Hara,
Bishop of the dioce e, that the time hed come for ﬁhe establich=-
ment . of » parish in DeKelb county, Geor:ia. However,no definite
aieps were tolen until the following year.

As there was no adequate place for the Catholics %o hold
porvices in beoatur, Honsignor loylen asked ir. Robert K. Whitford,
an officarggn the locel post, if h. could obtain the use of the
1,011, where the fir t Aoéting was hold during'fhe pr vioue

year, ir whitford appcared bof re the execcutive board of the
Harold Byrd Post No 66, The Amexicen Tegion, and this board rracious-
1y gronted permission, without cost, for the hell to be uced for
Catholic servicos. This hell was o renoveted born on the grounds
of the old Scbtt liome, on vycemorxe Ste, ono of the landmarks of
Decatur. On this property the Decatur-lheKalb County -ublic
Librery now siands.
THE FIRST MASS IN DEKALB COUNTY

At 10 AM, March 0, 1941, in the Americen Tegion Post hall
Jonsimor foylen celsbrated the first Mass of the new perish,
Monaigor Joylan announe~d thet beginning on the noxt sundey that
-ﬁass would be seid et 7 and 1o Al He discusnsed the proposed

1imite of the new porish and the obliations of ilc mamberxe,




It is, indeed, a coincidence that as our Divine Iord,
at the beginning of the Chrivilan era, was born into the world
in » stoble in the eity of Bethliehem, that nineteen hundr.d
odd yoars later, in o renovated steble in the ¢ity of Decntur,
the Divine Sscrifice of the iMess was offered.

At th: conelusion of the liess the ladl s of the parish

cromainad in the hell and orgenized an alter soci ty. ‘lonsignorx

Moyt an requested e Honry H. JdcLemehlin to teke charge of the
meeting and acssiot in the election of oflcers. Mreo.jdoLauchlin
eallod for volunteers and aftor eome discussion the following
officers were el ctod to coerve as the firet staff of officers

for the perish, |
Mre. Peul J. iMecGovern, President; lirs Charles . Heasl, vice-
president; ire Robort K. Whiteford, Seeretrry; lre Price K.
Croass, Treasurar. - Mrs Ray Wilmer was appointed Chairman of

the sewing comnittee. Othor ledies who Joined the Altar
socioty thot d¢eoy included, Mesdomos. ReB. Flanders, Alic: Nellis,
Lucie P. Byrd, Deovid R. Driscoll, William Geriche, . L. Cone,
Welter J Durke, Ruth Lchols, Riehard F. 3ems, Don Jodner, Selmen
L., Threedgill, R. C. Hackman, ¥, R. Chedvwick, Jo: oph i1 Toomey,
Arthur 1. Davis, 5. C. Stockdrle, David L. Chaney, A. J. Bruner,
H. U, Swenn, Clifton A. Dukes, Mary /alleece, J. Cleanton Jones and
Lil lan Jones.

April 15, 1941 wne Bactor Sunday, end thr ugh the courtecy
of the elty and school officlels of Decatur the hipgh school audi-
torium wns mede eveileble for the Eester Marses. IHis Excellency,
the llost Reverend Bisho., Gernld . O'Hara, sond the llgh liacse

~nd in hie cermon announced thot the new perich would be nomed in

honox 0f Snirt o




dﬁquq's well at .ndeo by CGatholles ond non=-Cntho!ico; too
10rge a conzresntion to hﬁvu b en accommorted in tho small
L: 1 n hell, _

Phroughout the following months la ses wore culebrated
in the Leriun hall oy priests from the Co-Cathedrnl of Chrict
ih idng; Reverend Fathers Thomas Je Finn, David Doona,) Brady
and OMsmé.

Three predeiux, given by .y J Gershon fpler, of AMlante,
was the fir t zift r eeived by the parish, They wore upod
during the s.rvices in the Legion hall as well as et the High
dess at Kastor in tho city auditorium, The fir: t gift for fﬁ
altar vas o piece of berutiful handmad. loce, uscd on one of
the Iiret arter 010th8.:‘ﬂﬂdz.z 0y the sewing commitieec of the Alter
Socloby. This lace was slven by iiss Ailmes Clohecy of Atlantsa,

The firot Catholic baby born in th- parish of 5t,Thomag
More was ienry garl fchols, Jr., son of i th deLouchlin end
Herry orl “ehols, ox. lle was th. gr-ndson of . Honry o,
ileLouchlin, orn on lay 9, 1941, he vas chriuton.a on June 2z,
1941 at the CQ-Catheural of Chriet the King in Atlonto,

THE FIRST PASTOR
On June 22, 1941 Reverend I'athor Thomas L Pinn as o pointed,
by Lhe Hight Koverend 3ishop, pastor of the parich of Saint
‘homnsg ora. Fath v Finn was born 1n'0harluston, 5«Cs, the
son of ary retrick degulre and Patrick ©. Finn. Aaftoyp receliving
hic proliminery -duestion in his natel city h. bagan hig eomnerciul
enroer in the cotton bucina: in savennah, Un, ring vor d ey 1
ihonee Finn served as sacond Licut nant, GSrG.Rngiﬂ-n}, 16tk

Divitian.mnﬁ 80w cervice ovorsess, U on his retivn and déischnrre
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from the army he entered it. (ary Serminery, Boaltiosore, d., in
19, o study for thoe priecthood. le 1'as ordain Q in Sevennah in
1929 by the Right Roverend ilichasl J. Keyes, Bi:hop of ithe diocese
of Georgla. His first duty, es » priost, was in Washington, Ge.,
whers he was in chrrge of 5%. Joseph's lome, the diocesan home for
boyse. Later ho wes trensferrcd to parish duty in Savennsh, Atlonta,
and Aklbeny. e wag a ointed dioceron direector of Catholic
chrrities. While earrying on tho duties of this office he also
sexrved ac the pastor of S5t. Thomas .lore until Februery 12, 1945,
ﬂheh on aceount of ill h alth, he vas replaged by Rover-nd Fathor
Thomes I. Sheshan. ( Reverend Pather Thomas |,. Finn died in
savennah on July £6, 1946.)
THE FIRST RECTORY

- In order to have s hune for the new pastor, Reverund Fethor
Finn, e r sidonce at 11y Fairviow Avenue was rent d, renovat.d,
and furnish d by the perishipners. Moet of the househo d
furnishinges snd kitchen equipmunf.anme dirvectly fron the homes of
members of the parish.

On. room of this house wac made into o chrpel. Asmall nlinr

vas arrenged and sorviced by the saristaen, ixrs.i.E.Preeborn;
she vas asgloted by Mrs George i Donmellen, sacricten of Christ
the King. in the original arreng maont of the alter. In this
small cheoel drily Mess was eelebbated, and, lor » itiie,L nten

devotions on Vednssdny and rridey nightc were held here.

FIRST MEETING OF MEN OF THE PARISH
On the night of & stomb r 24, 12 1 Pather Pinn invited the

mn ol the pori h 1o » "gaocker™ at th Rectory,llY Feivviow Ave.

+ 0mas lora and mach

It wns th ir v meeting ol the men of 8% 7 o




’ 6
interest was displayed as matters perteoining to the new parish
were discussed. Occasionally the men wou d escemble in a
mecting at the Rectory,for social and for business meetings.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLAUUES
On September 28, 1941 Sunday school elasces for ghe young boys
and girls were organized under the direction of the Grey liuns
of the Sacred leart, who were stationed at tho Co-Cathedral
of Chri:t the King. These clauses were held immediately follow-

ing the second Mass.

Under the cepsble and devoted gquid nce of Fathor Finn
the parich activities were well orgenized and the membership
repidly increesed until soon 1t hed outgrown the ceating caepa-
eity of the Legion Hall, In order to accommace the large at-
tendrnce et Mass the auditorium of the Decatur Womans' Club,
West Ponce de Lson Avenue, was rented for u e on dunday and VP
Days. The firet Macs was celebrated in this nuditbrium'
October B, 1941, The second Mass on psunday continu 7
"Childrens' Mags" ; the Sisters led thce children i-
of the Mass prayers withrcongregational singinge
of Octoboer Father Finn orgenized an adult -

it nch Sunday following the 9.0 llass,.

HOLY NAME SOCIETY ORGANIZED
On HNovember 7, 192l the mon of the perich met at the R-octory and
orgnniz:d =2 Yoly Name SOOidty, On the following sSundey, November
9, 194), a7t » voceiving Holy Communion, at the 7.0 AM Mass, the
initial woaverc were induct d into the socioty by the spirifuol

dirsctor, Rever nd 7nthawm =e..




A choir was orgenized under the dir.ction of lire Selnan
Threadgill, organist and diroctor, and met each Monday night
at the hone of lUrs Thr adgill, 219 Superior Ave, for practice.
The ostonsorium, proccssional oross, censer and inc nse
boat, vhich were purchased through contributions by members and
frionds of the périuh, arrived the week bofore Chrictmas end
on sunday, December 81,1941, FPather Finn announced their arrivel
and invitocd the perishioners to visit the réq&@ﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁhere these
religious.artieles were on dicplay. Everyone was chermed by their
beauty and felt e just pride in having them for their own perish,
These articles were used for th first time at the mid-night Mass
which was sung on Chrigstmas mdrning in the high school asuditorium
on MeDonough St. The guest spceeker was the Reverend ﬁ.J.O'Conhor,
of the Catholic University of imerica, Washi.gton, D.C. To the
great sorrow of the parichioners the beloved pastor, Fethor PFinn,
was ill and couid not cing the High Mass. Father 0'Connor aang
the lass == the firtt mid-night lMass ever oeleﬁr'ted in the city
of Decatur. The alter, arrsnged on the ctage, was besutifuily
decorated. The emditorium was filled with Catholices and many
non-Catholics,,  Fath r 0'Connor, i his sermon, steated,
"The memory of this fir:t Chrictmas Mass in Decatur
will go down the years in the hoerts and minds of you
who heve attonded, as well as your children to whom
you will relate it as a great historiecal fact, Just as
for nearly tiwo thoudand years the history of the first
Chrictmas has been handed down from gencration to gene-
ration with no efiditions or subbtmetions, just in its
simple greatness.” o
The beautiful vestments worn by the celebrents of this Mass

had been made by the women of the AllataSociety during the

preceeding months,




" inder the auSpices of the Alter Society, on Januory
13, 1942, the Catholic Wer Serviee Co neil of St. Thomas
More parish was orgwnized; This unit was one of ton Catholic
units composing the Catholic Wer Service Council of the Atlanta
area, The Catholie '/ar Servico Coun#ll was a¥Tiliated with the
Hational Catholie Community .Jervice.

The ofificers a pointed for the 5t. Thomas More Council
were, Mru ‘illliap Geriche, General Chairman; irs Joooph M. Toomey,
Hictorien; xs. W. 1., Freeborn, Chairmnn of Red Cross; 'ro 5. D.
Threadgill, Defense Stemps; Mrs D. .. Chaney, American voman's
Voiunteer service; and lirs John B. ifcCallum, Chairman of Buloicity.
Mrs David R. Driscoll was appointed Chnirman of the Sunday Open
Houece Program at the Xnights of Columbus Club, 1200 Peschtiree,
Atlante, on the Sundays s onsored by the 5t. Thomas More council.,

An extencive program of war service was undertnken,
goncisting of knitting, sewing, making surgical dressings for the
Ked Crous, teaching firet eid and nutrition classes, and entert
ing the service men. An honor roll was meinteincd in the xr
upon which was placed the names of the men and woﬁen of ”
as they enterad‘the armed service of the United State

Throughout the war this oquneil continur
In 1945 Mrs 7illiam Geriche recignod as General Chairman and lirse
Williem I Sehmidt was appointed to this position, In 1944, iIrs
sehmidt moved to Florida and lrs Joseph M Toomey was a pointed as
Genoral Cheirmen in her place, sorving in this position until the

c¢loce of the war.




Ste Vincent de Paunl

Soon efter the esinblichmant of the parish the 3t «Thomas
liore braonch of the St. Vincent de Peul society was orgrnized.,
lir Hughes Spalding, of Atlanta, instelled the officers.
Robert K. Whiteford served as President from 1941 to 1949,
He resigned. Arthur Davis was vie -pre ident and WeDesSheehan
treasurer. Williem sheehan,being trensferred, Arthur Davis
assumed the office of Treasurer in addition to his duties as
vice~precident. With the resignation of Robert Kk ffhiteford,
1949, Arthur Davis became Precident, and Jamss Harkins was made

Treasurer., This orgrnization seeks out and renders aid to

those in need, Their only funds are secured by the solicitation

of money at the door of the church after sundey Masses.

TS v < A S D CTS SN Dre OU e TID G0M TS W WA S Gew W R GIr B een W
]

‘The dual duties of Reverend Father Finn, dlocesan director

of Catholic charitics, and pastor of a fast growing perish, proved

“too great a burden for one priest to cerry. In 1942, Rawbpend
Father John Morris, of rhiledelphia, Penn., came to Deeatur to
serve as assistent pastor‘of'st. Thomas ilore. Father Morris
through hie kindness, zeal and ability as a losnder :oon won the
hearts of all of hie périshioners. He romained in Decatur until

1945 when he was transferr d to Savennah for farish duty.
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ALTAR SOCIELY

The nam:s of the initial staff of officors are carvied in the
account of the first Mass ever ceclebrated in DrKelb county. This
staff of officers held office until Beptecmber 9, 194l. At a
meeting, held in the home of Mrs.Martin F. Donshoe, 168 rinecrest
Avenue, Decatur, the following officers were elecled;
Mre selmen .. Thresdgill, President; Mre Jossph . Toomey, vice-
President; Mrs Val lieL. Vanzile, Recording Seorctrry; Mrs. John
B. MeCalium, Corres onding secrelery; Mrs Lawrenc. Medealf,
Proacurer. lirs Joul J. MeGovern, the first presidont of the
organization was elected president emiritus.
At thic meeting en appeal waes mede to the ladies of the alter
gociety for furnighings for the r ctory which was being made ready
for the new pasior. As no funds wer available the rugs, furni-
ture, disheus end kitchen equipment were given from the iomes of the
members. Curtaine were made,the pantry stocked and the home wes
made re~dy for the new pastor.

The October meeting was the first meeting held by the alter
goel -ty in the new rectory, 119 Fairviow Avenue.

During this yoar,and the wer yoars that followered,most of
the activitiss of the A tax Society were direct.d 1o wer work
yet the principles of the organization vere not neglectod,

1942
On Papd 8 wil: be found a record of the orponizetion of 5t
Thonas fore sexvice Conncil during th: Jnnufry naeting.
on Feb. v.the Alt-r soci:ty sponsored a bonoelit bridge pearty at
tho Goorgie Torrace Hotel, Atlanta, “hich ne®ted the sum of

LBR8.10, Thie was the major fund rrising .avich aclivity u, to

P2 BN N
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On Septeamper 15, 1942 Mrs Mertin P, Donohve was elected
preaidwnﬁ; ey nolmen L. Threadgill, vice-presidenty Mrs H, R,
Bolman, Recording secrotery; ilrs Ray Wilmer, corrvesponding
gseceretary, Mrs J. Cleaton Jones, Treasurer.

At the November meeting of the scoioty Father Finn read the
letter of resignation from the Prouident, irs Donshoe. THe re-
quested Mrs. H. H., Melmuchlin to accupt the presidency, which
she did. Mrs Ray Wilmer, also resigning; Mres dehn B, MeCallum

was clected thHE corresponding secretnry. Later in this
edministration,April 1943, lxs Boiman, recording secretary,
moved to California, and Mrs W. . Precborn was elected to the
office.

Bach Thursday the $t. Thomas iHore took eharge of the Hed
Cross sewing program in Decatur. A Mre Perry, though a none
Catholic, was Chairman of this sowing group. Later,upon hey
resignation ag Chabtman, Mrs Joseph i T.omey took h-v place

Other phases of war work was intensified and occupicd the

attention of the members of the altry society as individuals

and ac a group. E bingo pearty held during this administration

netted the society $284.46. As was the custom of dieonhiinming

meetings during the summer months , from lay until September,
Mrs elauechlin felt that this ?ustom should be discarded Tor the
time; as a result there was no letup of its setivities during
the sumer of 194§.

At the Oectobor, 1945i mzeting of the Altar Society the
tollowing officers wers elucted, irs. Jossph i. Toomey, Pres’
dent; Mrs H, H, Melauchlin, vice-iresident, Mrs jl. &, Freevor

Recording Secretary, lrs A. A, Baumstark, Coxwesponding Sesey

/ - e 1. T,.PBterson wes aoT
end Mrs J. C. Jones, Treasurer, Mrs H. L.PBterson was ap



ehalfman o f the sewifg group.” irs e dal Fé e 5dvirn wad made -
cHairman of Li’o'rar*jdnd {{teérdtare. koo

:'A”mavémgnt?was'atartad'ﬁy'thé'krégidént“ﬁo'ﬁéﬁé‘vaaﬁméswof'
good Catholie literature be placed on the shelves of the Decatur
Public Libraxy. This program was continued, a book being bought
gach month, for severeal years. |

The Alter society pledged itself to donate each year $300 to

the building fund of the parish. Kach year this contribution
wag inersased; the funds being raised from bazaers, parties,
and othuer setivitios.

In Ssptember 1944, the following officers were elect 4,
re. Je.i.foomey, rresident; Mrs John B, MeCallum vieé~?reaiﬂent;‘
Mirs B.B3.Mason, recording Seeretrry; Mrs R. w. hndrews, correspond-
ing secr:tary and Hiss lMay Droesch, Tr.asurer.

At the Merch mecting,(1945), a list of the gifts, presented
to the rarish by Father Finn, before his deperture, was read.

The list is ag follows,

L set alter cards, 1L sebt cruets and tray(glassj, 1 ciborium,
% chalices and patens, 1 white vestment set, 1 white cope,stols,

o

maniple, burse a:d humeral veil, 5 ciborium covers, 1z cinctures,
1 ‘ong altar cloth, 12 asice , 1U collaws,long, % collars, short,
22 corporals, Y1 purificators, 18 palls, 52 finger-tiy bowels,
12 sick-call linings, 2 albs and three purple stolss.
Phese gifte were greatly appr ciabed by the altrr soclety as well
as the mombers of the parish.

This meoting was the first attmded by the new Pastor, Revere
Thomas I. Sheehan .

REVEREND FATHMR THOMAS I. SHEUHARN

Thomas I Shechan was boxrn in Savennah, Ga.,the son Hannsh

0'Sullivan Sheshan and Timothy Sheechan. He was cducated ir

Chthedral School and the Bencdictine Mihitary School of Savannah.
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It.is',ari'vi'ntergsung fact that Thomes sheehan ‘and His Mot her
before him regeived all the sdorainénts ir the dathedral of st.
JJhn Lnu awtiat of 'annnah. _ Af*ﬁx Llnluhlag h1Vh ﬁchool

'Thelqu thehdn untexod Btg Cbarlw CoLlawe Gauon v111a Adry%~

‘land*um couulntmﬁkuu trmuiqg qt ﬁt. mxw=h'. Aunarv,_
roukar L.L. iG Ja» OTQALHVQ Lo the prlG”thuD a on Mav 29
19530 by Lhe zii;gbt iev 1(1 miu af‘l J, st:a.a, Lr; M*s‘ C{lbhﬂdiﬂl

o g

of &t. Jupn Lu& uantlmt nﬂVﬂnndh ua. In ﬁh's Gathuural nivflr

o

1a%zm, g id Oﬁ mno 1, :u u.

Fatnwr ‘he@han @ds 1bﬂvd ta the Gaihedral chn Iwncl tu

September 1Y, 103G He was sent ta bt. hore“ 's Qnurch Alvany,
E 9

Georglia; ta.ing cave of the south Georgle Missions from Beptlith
1920 to July 1, 1935, when he was made denager of St. Jb&eph’s
Hone for Boys in Washingbon, sa and Pastor pro tempore of St.
Joseph's Church-ﬁhere. On July 1, 1935 he was eppointed the first
fastor of 5%. Augustine's Church, Thomasvills, Gs, remaini g at
this post until June 1%, 1936. He was then appointed the first
pastor of O;r La&y of Lourdes' Church, Eort Wentworth, Ga, July

1, 1936, where he wemained until being tr:nsferred ss %he seoond
pastor of S5t. Yhomas ﬁore.farish, Decatur, February 13, 1945,
During the april 1945. Reverend Fether sheehan sanounced that
the sum of {6595.71 wes on deposit for the building fund. The
numerous contributions by the Alter Soci .ty, togethor with collc
tlons teken up at each iass on sunday, made this sum pos.ible

This was most intersesting to the parichioners. Ls this sunm

the fulfillment of the dream of their own parish church drew

and neorer .,

e St



Later in the summer Mre 5. B. Mason left for I w Orleans
and ire Gertrude Pollock was elected in her plece as recording
secretary.,

At the Septembex 1945 moeting of the Altar Society
yrs David T.. Chaney wes elect:d President.  The other officers
electcd were, Mr Arthur Saith, vice-rresidenty lrs Gertrude
rollock, recording secreisry; Mrs Arthur Davis, corres onding
secretory; liss ilay Droesch, Ireasurer. Mre Pollerd resigned
and lre wWiliiam Gereche was clect d in her place.

The Alter Society assisted the men of the perish in a locel
builcin - fund drive. Carishioners were solicited and asked 1o
sign o pledge for monthly .ayments to thig fund. Thie drive
inere.s d the building fund to $13.300 as announcqa by Pather
sheshan in February 1946.

Aftor inspoeting numerous cites, in end around Decatuy, the
Woet Reverend Bishdp decided upon the lots on ronce de Leon Ave.
In April 194¢ these lots were purchasod for (20 8003 frohting.
five hundred ﬁn&ﬁtnﬁhbvﬁldit%%ﬁhﬁﬁho gouth side of West Ponce do
L,eon Ave.,in the city of Decetur. on Jenuery 1949, two hundred
and twentygi;z‘additional feet frontage, adjoining the firet pur-
chas @ property was bounght, for the sum of ¢10 691. This gives
the parish of 5t Thonas More a building gite of seven hundred and
forty~five frontagé, with a total cost of $BL 491; this sum being
roised by the.perishioners of S5t. Thomes liore s

The selected architect made an inspection of the property
and submitted plans to the liout Reverend Bishop; these being finally

approved, Henry Daggitt and Son, of Philadelrohia, the architect,

wneWabv ddrobdedonor per fot pRensonForuehborriottlhasfirst uwnit,




1947 :
Ir September the officors of the Altnar soclety were

lect:d as follows, lirs Lay iuverhart, prsident; urs John
Pitzgerald, vice-president; Mrs J. Ahe Snitger, recording
secretoryy lrs Kathryn 0'shes, correnpondingvsecrutary, and

re Wiliiem A. Knapp, treasurer.

Mwo book reviews were held during this administration,

both in the home of Mr: J.l.Toomey, 55 Churchlst. Decatury

On Jan 20, 1948, "1 Chose Freedom" by Krevschenko, reviewed by
drs. 'Toomey
Mareh 16, "The live of 5t Thomas More" reviewed by Reverend Father
Cornelius Maloney, who was serving as pastor of ot. Thomas lore
during the illness of Reverend Father Sheehan.

ine staff of officers for the yerr of 1948 was elect d by the
Altet socioty in its Septomber me=ting,
Mrs Lay Everhart, president; Mre (iliiem Ynapp, vice-president;
My J. Albert Snitzer, rncoréing gsegretrry; Mrs Danicl Lontroy,
coxrresponding secretery end ir:o John Fitzger 1ld. trersursr.

In Jenuary Mrs William Knapp rosigned as vice-presidoht and iro
G. Fo. Porter vas clected to the poeition.

‘Reverend Father Sheehen aade & request of the Atlat sociotly
to from smali gtudy groups, conuisting of from eight to twelve
mem ers, and that ench group meet at lenot every two wecks at
the home of one of the msmnbers. A study of Catholic doetrine
" and a discussion of curruont religious avente were to be the
subjects of study for thioce roups. Tvo groups were soon
orgenized and leter two more becane nctive.

On'Fab 27, the 5t Thonas iiore Atlat Bociety was hostess

to the Atlanta Deanery, National Council of Catho ic Voman,

at itc quert rly meeting. The mecting war held in the Decatur
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Woman's Club, on Wwest Ponc de ieon Ave. Aftor the business

meeting the officers, delegates and guesis were entertalned

at e ten in the club rooms. Phis vas the fir:t areal gathering
err by the Cetholics in Decatur.

| In Septcmbor 1949 the officers olectod by the manbef' of
the Altaer Spci»ty were, |

urs. 6. P. corter, presidont; Mrs Leo Zuber, eice-precidont;

drs Arthur Orth, recording secrelrry; .Irs Daniel lontroy, correg-
ponding secret-ry, iMrs John Pitzgereld trosurer,

The Altex 506iaty from its very earliest days was the
chie{ money=-maiing orgenizationﬁ_in the parish. Ih its bazasars,
picnics, parties ete., it 'as ably'assiutud by the m mber: of the
Holy Name Society and the othor men Qf the parish. Thie orgeni- !
gzeti n was ever-rcady to respond to the wiches of the pactor and
the slter Soeioty of St Thomas More devoted itself with great
ieal to the spiritual and physical wekIare of the parish,
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The W¥ele o f 316'Luilﬂ‘wg owned b the Decqtur Toman' s CluU
on West Ponoe de Luon ﬁvo., Jould 1eavc ha pariqh ﬁlthout ; ;:'
place to hold Sorvites, It was nece"“ary to move.' Reverund.~§
Pather’ Bhoshon' Béolired the use of the auditorium of the Ponce

de Teon (publie) school, paying a fee per hﬂur far ité'a-

P

The first uervibe “nb1d in this school aadltorium was on'ﬁhg i
fivet SunAQV'in Auﬁust 1948, Four uaﬁges per undaj'v }

8 AM, 9.30" kfﬁ(the Suhdau b&hOOl Qa s), 11 1“ &E'_azd 1&-15 Pil,

v \
( : { 3 IS
-'—ﬂﬁ--~~~n~q-~‘q~-u-ﬂl‘--.ﬁ_~

In January 1949 Revorsnd Father‘“heehwn announced that tho 11r t

gareload ‘o f uteel 6 be sed in the cons txuct;nn.of the new -
chur chy® Yairy 18l aﬂﬁ?haa been plaﬂedxoncthe 10t. As Stutﬂﬁ tha ?
architect was Henry Daggitt and Son of fhilaﬂplphia, Peﬂnsylvania.
The contractor was George P Donnellan, of Atlanta.

The cost of the church is estimatod -- that is the church and

school buildfing , the first unit construeted, at $225 000.

This structure is comgtructed of steel and faced with cream and

buff briek, inside -and out.  The main floor is used as o church,
the upper floor conteins eight class rooms, the 1ibrary and office.

The besement, rathor a lower Tlooxr as it now stends, will be wsed

as a sommunity center, with kitchen and cafeteria,

It was with gr +t satisfaction -- a joyfﬁl-eocasien -~ when the
parishivners of 5%t Thomas MOré assembR@ddin the new church on
Holy Thursdey, April 6, 1950, at 8 2., for lenten services.

The following day, Good Friday, 8teidnns of the Cross, were
recited at 3 P and at BP. And on Haster Sunday, Apxil 9,

all Masses were celebrated in the new church; the 9,30 Mass being

a High Mass was sung by the Pastor Revewmand Tatl . = -
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The first gift to the parish was three predeiux,given
by Mr. Gershon Epler. They were used in the Legion Hall £m
as well ag in the City auditorium for the Easter Mass.

The first gift for the Altar was a piece of beautiful
hand made lace which was used on one of the first altar cloths
made by the sewing committee of the Altar Society. This lace
was given by Miss Aimee Clohecy, of Atlanta.

The first meeting of the Atlar Society was held at the home
of lirs. Eldredge Freebprn, 122 Lamont Drive, on April 22,1941,
Thr president, lirs. P.J.McGovern presided and gave a report of
the activities of the Scoiety since iftxwesxurgawixs its
organization on ilarch 30th, At this meeting it was decided
thet the Altar Society should meet on the morning of the second
Tuesday of iggh month in the homes of the members.

o~
lirs. Bruner was elected to fill the office of secretary.

fr Brady was present and gave an interesting talk
on the life of St. Thomas Moree.

The June meeting of the ALtar Society was held at the home
of lirse. HesA.Stockdale, 121 Superior St. lMrs. Bruner sent in her
resignation as secretary and lirs. Selwin Threadgill was appointed
to fill this office until an election could be held. Fr. Finn read
paper on "lMeet the Catholic Church". The first of a series. ]
Altar cloths etec. made by the sewing committee. Names. \

The September meeting of the Altar Society was held at the
home of lirs. li.F.Donohoe, 1656 Pinecrest Ave. , at 10:00 A,ll. on
Tuesday Sepbes 9 Fre Finn offered prayer and lirs. P.J.lMcGovern
presided. After some discussion and a few changes, the Consti-
tution was read and adopted. Constitution and By-Laws.

/forthe year 1941-42.

"he following officers were elected: DIresident, Mrs.S.L.
Threadgill; vice-president, lMrs. Joseph li.Toomey; recording
secretary- lMrs. R.P.Vanzile; Corresponding secretary, MMrs. John
D.MeCallum; Treasurer, lirs. Lawrence lledcalf; sSpiritual idwis
Director, Father Thomas Finn.

Stending committees-

Sewing Committee- lirs. W.E.Freeborn, chairmean; Illrs. Barr, lirs.
McGovern, Donohoe,Geriche,Burke, Harbin and Tadlocke.

Visiting Committee~ Ilfrs. Wilmer and Mrs. A.A.Baumstock.
llrs. S.A.Stockdale.

Plower Committee- lirs. Freeborn who also served as sacristan
llembership- lirs. J.i.Toomey, chairman; H.A.5tockdale, Harkins.

Ways and lleans=- ilrs, H.H.McLaughlin, chairmen; .irs. W.CoWhite,
«rse C.Wl.Carver, C.il.Haasl, lirs. Marie Cheney and lirs. Driscoll.
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St. Thomas Moore students "{E"f;‘f ﬂ

attend Saturday school

Victor Leslie, Helen O'Donnell, Danlelie Bueter, Katie Walker and Blake
Bonsack recently atiended the Georgia State Unlversity Saturday School
for Scholars and Leaders, Not pictured are Lindsay Winzeler and Margaret
Dolg. They are all students of St. Thomas Moore School, the metro Atlanta
private school with the greatest fall quarter attendance In the program.
Under supervision of the Georgla State University Peparment of Early
Childhood Education, Saturday School is ‘an enrichment program that
offers classes to preschool through high school students, from private and
pubilc schools throughout the metropolitan Atlanta area.

8t. Thomas More .
Students Recelve |
Sclence Falr Awards

Beventh and alghth graders
from Bt. Thomas More Sch%ol, De-
catur, brought home seven awards
from the Atlanta Aren Independ-
gx:lt ic}:loolaf icience Falr, held at

¥ Lady of Assumpt
Frlilday, Ay mption School on

ean Shoemaker, Michael Guer.
rucei and Andarsc;n Fughes ieifl
represent the independent schools
at the atate falr to be held in
Athens in April,
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| Wev. Ludden made
dmcese lcimneeﬂm

The Rev. Peter Ludden, vice chancellor of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta, has been appointed chan-
cellor of the archdiocese by Archbishop Thomas A, Don-

nelian. -

In his new role as head of the
chancery office, Ludden is an
executive officer of the arch-
diocese and will assist the arch-
bishop in the administration of
the archdiocese, -

He succeeds Msgr. Jerry
Hardy, who had served as chan-
cellor since 1972, Msgr. Hardy, a
well-known Atlanta clergyman,
requested and has been granted a
leave of absence. ;

"The Rev, Mr. Ludden, a na- |
tive of Ireland, came to Georgia H& L
in 1967 following his ordination, udden o
His first assignment was as an assistant pastor at Holy
Cross Catholic Church in Atlanta, U e

He was formerly pastor of St. Andrew Catholic
Church in Atlanta, St. John Vianney Catholic Church in Li-

thia Springs, and Holy Spirit Catholic Church in" Atlanta.

" ..| He was an assistant pastor of St. Thomas Moré Catholic
) i:ﬁurcﬁ in_Decatur and also taught at St. Joseph's High™

Scheol. . e
, Appointed vice chancellor of the archdiocese in June '
| '1882, the Rev. Mr, Ludden has also served on the Arch-
diocesan Board of Consultors. PR
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By Detia Smith
Staff writer

Patty Childs’s kindergarten
class at St. Thomas More Ele-
mentary School didn't get a rise
out of baking in school one day
last week. Instead the Decatur
pupils got just what the recipe
called for: unleavened bread.

In preparation for an Easter
celebration, the 22 pupils baked
bread during their fitst in-school
retreat. ]

Their version of the Last Sup-
per during lunch included grape
juice and the bread they baked.
The event coincided with the last
lunch to be served in the soon-to-
be demolished and remodeled
cafeteria.

Mrs. Childs, an alumna of the
elementary school, praised the
event. “The retreat has been

Diane Laakso/Staff

Cathy Todd, a volunteer at St. Thomas More, helps Danielle Pendrick, 6,
with a piece of unteavened bread during Holy Week festivities,

great for my class,” she said.
“We've, of course, simplified

Teacher:
Patty Childs

Students:

Kristen Born
Jennifer Kehoe
Amanda Kelley
Meagan Kendall
Lrin Lorenz
Sarah Nelsen
Danielle Pendrick
Merri Redmon
Andrew Rogers
Daniel Scantiebury
Marc Silpa
Elizabeth Sizemore
Adam Slater
Shaun Spearman
Daniel Thompson
Christina Timm
Katie Walker
Michael Walker
Joey Walton
Dominigue Willis
Warner Wolf

Erin Wright

events for the younger students
by making things very visual
Coloring pictures of Jesus, bak-
ing unleavened bread, and hav-
ing prayer services is all part of
the agenda that has replaced our
more structured schedille that
includes English, math and other
academic criteria.,”

Shaun Spearman, 6, of Deca-
tur, encouraged by a couple of
his classmates, . expressed his
feeling about the' retreat with
dance movements, :

“I like to do the M.C. Ham-
mer dance, and I love doing work
about Jesus,” he said, breaking
into an elaborate spin.

“T love everything about
school,” 6-year-cld Erin Wright
said,

“I love it because I get to do
all of my favorite things,"” she
said, listing recess, lunch and
English.

Sister Mary  Margaret
McKeon has been principal at St.
{homas More for 14 years, Dur-
ing those years, she's gotten used.
to entering a classroom with
small voices greeting her in uni-
son, “Hello, Sister.”

“This is a wonderful school to
work at,” Sister McKeon said. “I
work with a great group of teach-
ers and children. That’s why we
won the National School of Ex-
cellence in 1987. We are a family,
and I'm proud to be a member.”




Community
Thanksgiving Service

In a continuing tradition of the Decatur Cooperative
Ministry, their community Thanksgiving service will
take place at the Saint Thomas More Roman Catholic
Church, 624 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. at 9 am on
Movember 23rd, Thanksgiving Day.

This service will reflect Decatur's hosting of the Irish
Olympic teams in 1996. All the music and hymns are
being chosen from ancient Gaelic tunes or texts, some
dating back to 700 A.D. Efforts are being made to recruit .
musicians who play traditionally Irish music to perform
at the service. The color of the day will definitely be
green, in addition to traditional Thanksgiving hues. |

Those attending the service are asked to bring
donations of canned or staple goods in addition to
monetary offerings. The gifts of food will be distributed
to those in need. For further information, call the ,l
Decatur Cooperative Ministry at 377-5365.




SOUTHERN CHEVROLET

243 WEST PONCE DE LEON AVE.
DECATUR, GEORGIA ... 378-7551

THE ENTIRE PERSONNEL OF SOUTHERN CHEVROLET
GLADLY TAKES THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SEND YOU,
THE THEATRE GUILD OF SAINT THOMAS MORE,

OUR SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOUR TENTH ANNIVERSARY

Sincere Best Wishes
fo

THE THEATRE GUILD OF

ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH

on Their 10th Anniversary
from

DECATUR

iyt
m» jor 3‘: &E{: 3anu',y

|
‘ . >
Subwban Plaza 517 N. McDomough St.

2605 N. Decatur Rd. Decatur, Ga. '
‘DR 8-5425 DR 8-1701

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

Your Savings Center

WITH THE GUIDANCE OF OUR PASTOR, RT. REV. MSGR. P. J. O’CONNOR

The Theatre Guild Of St. Thomas More Parish

Presents
Cheapen by the Dogen

A COMEDY IN THREE ACTS

by Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr. and Ernest Gilbreth Carey
Directed By Eugene Bergmann

PRODUCED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING CO.

Saturday Social Hall Sunday
Nov. 10, 1962 8:30 P. M. Nov. 11, 1962

During
=3 Intermission

Promise of a
sparkling evening

 SOTTLED UNDER. AUTHORITY OF THE COCACOLA COMPANY 8Y
THE ATLANTA -COCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY




The Insurance Center
Compliments of

Compliments Z t STEVE FURSE Highiand Bakery, Inc.
Candlelis o s i ipscat

CAFETERIA For The Home Prompt Delivery

1355 Clairmont Rd. FURSE REALTY i -
Tnl"'n cHAPEL (Sales & Rentals)

A. S. Turner & Sons e
) fal
STARAHOMES y l-,,coloma...

INCORPORATEDS eo ; o
o

renl estate * insurance 1 - come 0"‘ ‘,'”’,

OLLEGE AVENIE DHAI!M.\II\
dounTESY ccuracy BumiTy

Prescription Druggists
. T24'W. EOLLEGE AVENUE Phams DR 3-281T - 7,
) DECATUR. GEORGIA =

BEAUDRY, Inc.

Atlanta’s First Ford Dealer

Transportation Service our Speciality

169 Marietta Street

2138 north decatur plaza ;
BOB BODE COLONIAL STORES 6889821
ME 6-8688 decatur, georgia.
e
CAST OF CHARACTERS (In order of appearance)

1\M,]r. Gél‘lf{,EtIZh ........................................................ Watlcpknin = Hanse e bt SeRRt s e L i Fred Baumgartner The entire play takes place in the living room of the Gilbreth
W e e RN S e TR kL b S Ursla Weiss i ba o D TAE OSSN AN i P R Jacqueline Merkling q : i i i i

NMESSHE (trperal e Cias mai i e o e Jane Elmore Ve st v el Ol e S e S e Maria Bips homeb T SRR R ey R I
¥ Anne R Judy: Eynn [l aylor and Bathata Shoek. -~ AchIE & ol o i il Billie Elmore The Prologue — The new member of the family.
GETIetme s L L Nancy Draut and Mary Muessle B 3 (6T 0 P e (e S L i e U John Harrington Act One: Scene 1 — A day in autumn

e R AN A B R I L T Bl Eepelbrd s s Bl v e o mael S e Mary Hausenbauer Scene 2 — 2 hours later
a2 e e e Karyl Kuhn and Nancy Harrington, Jr. TR it O o e S e S John Copeland
*Bill .................................................................. Bussie Weias o2 QlesSealies o« Lot e i et Ed Troncalli Act Two: A few weeks later.

R Bl T e e e I i ¥ Fathy Tropcall amd o MES: HODDE: - 4t i e ot s i Nancy Harrington ‘ S bl :

Margaret Tierney TEle B Bliy e e i e e e N Herself AGH Fhipe« imce 21 % Ahmorrfung LR,
1Ty e e P R LI L Rickey Hierhoy  CSUBHTIO0OL wn il e e e e i i The Dog P — Th akempor:

*Duel casting — one plays Saturday night, the other Sunday night.

North Decatur Pllal‘matv S U b ur b all I. dil es serve it MORGAN CLEANERS & LAUNDRY, INC.

Decatur - N. Decatur - Brookhaven

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE Free B Free While Bein Served Belvedere - Glennwood - Gainesville
IN DECATUR Instruction BETTER Nursery | g Dr. 7-1731
Corner North Decatur & Clairmont Roads HEALTH" 1 You benefit Our Lady of the Holy Ghost
Monastery in Conyers, Grorgia, every time
ME. 42466 & ME. 4—2467 Suburban Shopping Center you use daily-fresh PE® DAIRY FOODS.
DR 3-2514 PET DAIRY in Atlanta buys the entire
- pruduction of fresh milk produced by the
| purebred Jersey herd on the Dairy Farm of
Our Lady of the Holy Ghost Monastery. @
Sonthern Home Furnishors | | “YOU CANT BUY A FRESHER. FINER -
necatlll‘ Dr. 3-0172 Decatut ENJOY Since 1885 | BETTER-TASTING MILK THAN PET BUSINI'.SS ﬂr PI.EAS“RE .
Gl DECALUK STOLE | HOMOGENIZED VITAMIN “D” MILK." TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS Jenkins Cycle & Mower Co.
ass & Mirror co ﬁ '/ ; midd georgia - = Air - Ship - Bus - Rail BICYCLES — LAWN MOWERS
Service with Satisfaction ¢ ey - Finest Dairy Produocts : For conven'ent Home Dellvery C_ruisos - Tours - Hotels SALE‘S — SERVICE
ot ity | in Atlanta WORLD-WIDE TRAVEL SERVICE Phene DRake 3-3307
Window Glass Furniture Tops SA s 5/10 = REAL CHURNED ‘ .
pa 232 ATLANTA AVENUE
’ o | PLEASE CALL 636-8677 GEORGIA MOTOR CLUB, Inc. || 272 U401
DECATUR ' 142 Sycamore Street Prompt Home Deliverv 130 Clairmont Ave. \ — ﬂunmhAwm‘ .
¢ JA. 46484 Decatur .‘ : 1044 W, Peachtres St., N. W.
DR, 5—4571 DR. 35759 ’ : _ : ATLANTA 9. GEORGIA < TR 5-7171




DEKALB LOCKER PLANT
& FOOD STORE

LOCKER RENTALS
U. 5. CHOICE BEEF
GROCERIES

Open 8 A. M. 10 10 P. M.

233 Trinity Pl.
Decatur

Glenwood National

3220 Glenwood Rd.
DECATUR. GA.
Member F.DILC.

P .

140 Clairmont Ave.

F. Douglas Stephens
STATE FARM INSURANCE
Auto e Fire e Life

Db 125 Teinity Ploce — Decatur
Free Parking | DE. 34424
PRODUCTION STAFF
Stage Manager T. H. Trammell
: iAssistants
Fred Baumgartner Norman Fowler
Panl Hausenbaner Frank Banmgartner
R. C. Sheppard Tim Trammell
Price Fessenden
LIGHTS AND SOUND EFFECTS Leo Muessle
PROPERTIES Daisy Harrell
COSTUMES Anita Tully Bergmann
DIRECTED BY Eugene ]. Bergmann
o 0 \
Discount on New Tires - All Brands
WILLIE BRADFORD ‘kory i ut SPENCER'S
Basher S i TIRE AND SALES CO.
i jarbecue Decatur, Ga.
LR el et S 401 E. College Ave. Telephome 378-7565 X
327 E. COLLEGE AVENUE 655 : Tir es--Tubes--Guaranteed Recapping
DECATUR e See Us for the Best Prices
PuonE DRAKE B-2278B o
SR B e MANNING SERVICE STATION
DECATUR L. H. MANNING, OwneR
Music Center ; :
HOBBY SHOP BATTERIES - GAS
DR 34305 : : . ACCESSORIES - OILS
‘Sales - Service - Rentals 1| ‘Hobbies Hn;kb' Family Fun | A '"‘""‘“;E. ‘ FISK AND ML
" RER . LTl e : D MILLER
JAll'Musical instruments oo e - "m;m:’éia : : TIRES AND TUBES
DeKlb ‘Musicions Supply Co. ||  TLOYDWasON - .
R0 e e, — s | | f{’t. T e YR Wi B e o TS
il " N 780 DERALD AvE., N. E. DR. 7-2625

\ig

DUNAIRE PHARMACY

ANDREW'S
AUTC SERVICE

2773 E. College Ave.

P hone 2898284

(Radie Dispatched Delivery)

4735 Memarial Drive recatar, Ga.

Decatur, Georgis
Jeha Andrews

BENDINGER BROS. UNIFORMS

DeKalb
Sporting Goods

1287 Clairmont Ed.

Decatur, Ga
DR. 8—7538

134 N. 13th St.

Philadelphia 7, Penna.

PATTILLO LUMBER (0.

2846 E. Ponce de Leon Ave.

Compliments of
L. W. Morris Co.

113 TRNITY PLACE

UR REAL ESTATES — INSURANCS
DR. 8—3807
A
OFFICERS
ulian 1 ety .3 a8 President
Waiter Kuhn e DR e Vice President
JorBewdaem o e e . Treasaver
Sally Deamt Sl e Recordang Secretary
Yome Wallew .. - . B ... Corresponding Secretary
BUSINESS STAFF
Jerry Galligan 3 . Business Wanager
Betty Taylor .Program Chamrman
Esthee R Wickok . .= = Advertising Chafosas

MEDLOCK GULF

SERVICE STATION YV _
STATION B & o™ Ei

TUR. GA.

37T7-4264

1489 Scotr Blvd.

Decarur, Georgia

DR. 8-9170

DOWMAN'S INC.

Compliments
Lingerie - Hose - Ready ‘o Wear of
Telephone l:llakc 33343 GEORGE MOORE
124 Clairmont Avenue ICE CREAM CO.

Decatur, Georgia

PHIL JACOBS
Maternity Wear

e Sociable.

Have a Pepsi

Brinz This Ad Te

The Jacks
‘"HAMBURGERS

4893 Memorial Drive
PURCHASE ONE (1) HAMBURGER AND
RECEIVE ONE (1) HAMBURGER
FREE




NEWSOME SERVICE YOUNG'S STANDARD SERVICE

STATION. . INC. Dr. Wallis E. Reagin ATLAS TIRESATLAS ;\ru BES BATTERIES
' CCESSORIES
308 Ponce de Leon Ave. OPTOMETRIST e : 5
DR. 34431 S 350 g immiyurio 3 Service When You Want It
NEWSOME ALIGNMENT Contact Lenses
& BRAKE SERVICE s
218 Aflanta Ave. 104 €HURCH BT. I NuARD

\ OIL 4
g

ARTHUR YOUNG NORTH DRUID HILLS

3737288 ﬁ DECATUR
PAUL L. NEWSOME DR. 8—3604
MANAGER AT TOCO HILL SHOPPING CENTER

THE THEATRE GUILD’S
TENTH ANNIVERSARY YEAR

DEC. 15

“The Christmas Story”

by the Junior Theatre Guild
FEB. 16 - 17
Agatha Christie’s Thrilling Mystery

“The Mouse Trap”’

APRIL 27 - 28
Special Anniversary Repeat Performance

“Jenny Kissed Me”’

Dinkler Plaza Hotel

COLONIAL
HOMES Thompson-Boland-Lee
&
LINDMONT Shoes for the Family
‘66" SERVICE STATION e et e
&12 LINDBERGH DRIVE, N. E. INVITED

AT PIEDMONT
237-9159 237-8968

Decatur, Atlanta, West End

2575 CONDE CHEEK - Dealer L e
en - tt
No. Decatur Rd. VAL PORTER b 1| 2732 Piedmant Road, N. E.
Atlanta 5, Georgia
CA IN & gt gk ARLINGTON CEMETERY CORP
! retchen s
X COMPANY PARRIS & SON k Arlington Mausoleum, Inc.
JlFashions for the Young Set s ;
jnferiord Family Burial Estates
INSURANCE & BONDS Specializing in Girls Carden M atiag] S tivik
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING Infants Thru Petite Jrs. Suitable Terms
2721 E. College Ave. Decatur, Georgla & Boys — thru Size 6X “Irrewacable Perpetual

D ; Care Fund”
ecatur, Georgia 2134 N. Decatur Plaza

e 2MEVernonHWyNE - = -- == BL 5-0750
DRake 8—4485 y If no answer dial--=ceeceanacan BL 5-0100

s —— g

ROCK-MOR DRUGS
INC. Tatum’s

4877 MEMORIAL DRIVE
STONE MOUNTAIN, GA.

Pharmacy

Joe Herbermann, Al Parris
Bob Jones

East Court Square

PHARMACIST & OWNERS

ALTHERATIONS
TUXEDOS RENTED

‘,Clothes Tallored for Youn"

Ray's

TAILORS - CLEANERS
MEN'S WEAR

106 W. Court 8q. 137 Atlanta Ave.
DR. 3-2366 Decatur, Ga.

Bus. DR 3-3321 Res. DR 8-0857
HAYES AUTO SERVICE
Froni End Specialists
Automatic Transmission
Service & Repairs
A.D. Hayes 1950 DeKalh Ave. N.E.

CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR
TENTH ANNIVERSARY

THE GREAT ATLANTIC &
PACIFIC TEA CO.

COMPLIMENTS

OF A

FRIEND

ik el NEW LOCATION

KERR STUDIO CORP. THREE SISTERS
HAIRDRESSERS

Decatur Federal Bldg.
250 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.

250 E. Ponce De Leon Ave. DR. 3-6596

DR. 8—9422 (Complete in Beauty Service)

Compliments
of A

Friend

Compliments of

COMPLIMENTS

> or

DEKALB AVE.
GULF SERVICE A
DR. 3—9106 FRIEND

1996 DeKalb Ave., N. E.

CUNNINGHAM'S
East Lake Pharmacy

East Lake Drive at OQakview Road

Phone DRake 3--3301
Decatur, Georgia

66

Twin Oak 66

2781 East College Ave.

DR.-3-9134

We Give S & H Green Stamps

Atlanta, Ga.
J. A. BAILEY
BARBARA HARDWARE CO.
& Moody and Ellis Jewelers T SRR e EY.S
KATHERINE COIFFURES SRINN B pionc o1 5408
New Location Precision Paint - Tools = APUTHECARY
New Salon Fencing = Sanding Machines
134 SYCAMORE STREET Housewares - Glass 542 CHURCH STREET, DECATUR, Ga.
Delivery Service
2199 N. Decatur Road DR. 8—4961 Decatur, Ga.
ME. 6—-8989 PHONE 373-3685

Atlanta 17, Georgia




St. Thomas More

$t. Thomas More’
Breaking Ground-

The St. Thomas More Catholic
Church in Decatur has scheduled a
groundbreaking ceremony for its
new activity building and school
renovation for Sunday, Jan. 20 at 4
p.m.

“This groundbreaking ceremony
will be the culmination of two
years of planning, fundraising, and
hard work by the members of our
parish,” said Father Patrick Mul-
hern, pastor of the church. “Our
48.year-old church, school and con-
vent have needed renovation for a
long time,” he continued, “and the
new activity building will be a real
plus for our growing and active

congregation.”

The ceremony will begin with

: ; _ Mass at 4 p.m. in thed church, °
- - followed by the on-site ‘ground-
breaking.
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St. Thomas More Activities Building Opposed

We citizens of Decatur are very proud of the
residential areas of our community and wish to
protect their quality.

Did you know that St. Thomas More Catholice
Church will very shortly begin construction on a
large Activities Building on church property only a
few feet from our homes? This building will be used
by the Church, the Catholic School, and, we were told
by the Pastor and Architect, might be used by outside
groups for various activities. )

The residents of the West Ponce de Leon, Charter
Square and Swanton Hill neighborhoods are dis-
tressed with this plan which will impact our homes
unfavorably by obstructing the view, removing trees
and shrubs, increasing noise, parking and traffic.

We are concerned not only for our own safety but
the safety of the families delivering and picking up
school children during the rush hour traffic every day
of the week. Traffic is already a problem on Trinity
Avenue and a new entrance and additional drop-off
point on what is already a dangerous curve will only
make it worse. Street parking is already heavy due to
activities at the church, The Swanton House and The
Mary Gay House, causing cars to serve at times to
avoid impact.

It should be pointed out that Trinity Avenue is a
through street with not only our homes and the St.
Thomas More School located on it, but the Decatur
Police Department and the Decatur Fire Department.
In addition to the residential, church, school, and
emergency vehicle traffic, many commuters use Trin-
ity as a bypass of downtown Decatur.

The large majority of the members of this Catho-
lic church do not live in our neighborhood or the City
of Decatur and may not be aware of the concerns we
have about the location of this project. The church
owns a large tract of land and could locate the
building on another site which would be less objec-
tionable. We have appealed to the Building Commit-
tee personally, in a neighborhood meeting, and in
written communication concerning an alternative
location, but to no avail.

We are appealing now to the community at large
as well as to our city officials to help us maintain,
with dignity, the quality of life with which the
citizens of Decatur have long been proud...a place of
homes, schools, and churches, living harmoniously
together without the feeling that the homes are less
important than the institutions in our midst. -

Will other citizens of Decatur who are interested
in helping to preserve the quality neighborhoods we
enjoy in our community please join in our effort to
protect our homes by voicing your protest, to your
Decatur City Commission and also to the St. Thomas
More Catholic Church?

William C. and Rosemary Stiefel
Mr. and Mrs. T.C. Brittain

R. Admiral and Mrs. R.C. Williams
Mrs. H.F. Rainey

Alwilda L. Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. John Daniel Knox
Mr. and Mrs. Collins Flynt

<<o.._8_ao.um To Address

Preparing An

' St. Thomas More Board of Edu-
cation is sponsoring two commu-
nity service workshops in Octo-
ber.

Wills and Probate in Georgia
will be held Oct. 2 and Trust and
Estate Taxes will take place Oct.
9.

Robert T. Wilson, a Decatur
attorney and specialist in wills
and estate administration, will
lead a panel in presenting wills
and probate in the state of Geor-
gia.

The program will cover dying
without a will, the Probate
process and avoiding probate
problems, guardianship, living
trust, and gifts of life and sight.

Zoe Hicks will be the featured

Estate, Will

speaker for the trust and estate
taxes panel.

Her program will cover the
estate planning process, federal
and Georgia state tax laws, rules
for gifts, and using charitable
trusts.

Joe Cahoon, a financial consul-
tant, will discuss insurance and
long-term health care.

These programs are free and
open to the public.

They will be held from 7:30 to
9 pm. at St. Thomas More
School/Church cafeteria,

Handout materials will be pro-
vided and a question and answer
period will follow each program.

For more information or to
register, call 378-4588.



Fewer projects likely,
however, as recession
bites into donations

By Susan Laccetti
STAFF WRITER

HILE CONSTRUCTION IN

Georgia has slowed during

the recession, religious
groups continue to build at a pace
slightly faster than the industry as a
whole.

But that may not last. As projects
are completed, groups may be start-
ing fewer new ones.

“Church work has been pretty
steady through the ups and downs of
the economy,” said Jack Haynes, an
Atlanta architect who specializes in
church designs. “A church makes
plans ahead of time and it [recession]
doesn’t influence it.”

The Rev. Neal Ponder, associate
director of the Christian Council of
Metropolitan Atlanta, said many pro-
jects, which range from larger sanctu-

aries to classroom buildings, gymna- .

siums and nurseries, have been in the
planning stages for several years be-
cause of anticipated growth.

‘Timetable has slowed’

Statistics from McGraw Hill Infor-
mation Systems, a real estate data ser-
vice, show a 25 percent drop in the
construction industry in Georgia dur-
ing 1990, with a smaller drop in the
number of religious projects.

Religious leaders say they expect
the number of construction projects to
slow even more in the coming months,
largely because of a decline in dona-
tions in some congregations.

“It's very clear the projected time-
table has slowed down considerably,”
Rabbi Harvey J. Winokur of Roswell’s
Temple Kehillat Chaim said of his
synagogue’s plans for a school addi-
tion. “The recession has probably
pushed us off a good nine months to a

Sister Mary Margaret stands outside Saint Thomas More Catholic Church in Decatur, which
$1.2 million building and renovation project. Father Pat Mulhern, pastor, says: "l can’t imagine anybody [who is]
paying for something not worrying right now.”

Roswell at the First Church of Christ,

JEAN SHIFRIN / Staff
is finishing a

Denominations find themselves with loans that sometimes
 total several million dollars, leaving some religious leaders
feeling nervous.

“Evervbodv worries.” said Father
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doesn’t influence it.”

The Rev. Neal Ponder, associate
director of the Christian Council of
Metropolitan Atlanta, said many pro-
jects, which range from larger sanctu-

aries to classroom buildings, gymna-

siums and nurseries, have been in the
planning stages for several years be-
cause of anticipated growth.

‘Timetable has slowed’

Statistics from McGraw Hill Infor-
mation Systems, a real estate data ser-
vice, show a 25 percent drop in the
construction industry in Georgia dur-
ing 1990, with a smaller drop in the
number of religious projects.

Religious leaders say they expect
the number of construction projects to
slow even more in the coming months,
largely because of a decline in dona-
tions in some congregations.

“It’s very clear the projected time-
table has slowed down considerably,”
Rabbi Harvey J. Winokur of Roswell’s
Temple Kehillat Chaim said of his
synagogue’s plans for a school addi-
tion. “The recession has probably
pushed us off a good nine months to a
year.”

Mr. Haynes said the greatest
amount of building in the metro area
involves the Catholics, Mormons and
Christian Scientists. But religious
leaders of other denominations say
they too are building facilities of vari-
ous kinds.

Recent projects include:

B A 9,600-square-foot pre-school
and children’s building at the North
River Baptist Church in Roswell.

» Mount Carmel Christian Church
in Stone Mountain has a new $9 mil-
lion sanctuary, recreation center,
Christian school, office and classroom
complex.

P Members of the Jewish Temple
Kol Emeth in Marietta are moving
into their $1 million temple, gift shop,
office and classroom complex today.

B A $450,000 auditorium, class-
room building and office complex in

JEAN SHIFRIN / Staff

Sister Mary Margarét stands outside Saint Thomas More Catholic Church in_Decatur, which is finishing a
$1.2 million building and renovation project. Father Pat Mulhern, pastor, says: “l can’t imagine anybody [who is]
paying for something not worrying right now.”

W.A. BRIDGES |R. / Staff
Rabbi Steven ]. Lebow of
Temple Kol Emeth is set to move
into the $1 million temple and
classroom complex today.

Denominations find themselves with loans that sometimes

total several million dollars, leaving some religious leaders
feeling nervous.

Roswell at the First Church of Christ,
Scientist.

“Parishes are becoming more ori-
ented toward activities other than
worship,” said the Rev. Peter Dora, a
spokesman for the Catholic Archdio-
cese of North Georgia.

“Churches feel they can better
minister if they have facilities to
reach different age groups and differ-
ent classes of people,” added the Rev.
Ponder. “In many instances, it helps
strengthen the church.”

Nervous over loans

In order to get financing for a new
project, the Catholic archdiocese re-
quires individual parishes to raise
one-third of the money before con-
struction. "

Other denominations find them-
selves with loans that sometimes total
several million dollars, leaving some
religious leaders feeling nervous.

“Everybody worries,” said Father
Pat Mulhern, pastor of Saint Thomas
More Catholic Church in Decatur,
which is finishing a $1.2 million reno-
vation and new classroom building. “I
can’t imagine anybody [who is] pay-
ing for something not worrying right
now.”

Others feel as though their mem-
bers won’t let them down, despite the
hefty payments.

“When recessions come, people
have more faith in God,” said the Rev.
R.L. White, pastor of Mount Ephriam
Baptist Church in Atlanta which is
paying for a new 33 million sanctuary
and education complex. “The attend-
ance and offerings go up instead of
down.”

Rabbi Steven J. Lebow of Temple
Kol Emeth agrees. “It’s not like one
family having to make the payment.
It’s 300 families.”
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-
. Matthew Higgins Archbishop
Leads Acolytes In Procession

Fr. Patrick Mulhern, Archbishop Celebrate Mass

Archbishop Eugene Marino And Fritz Vonnahme

Archbishop Celebrates Mass Of Thanksgiving

New Catholic Archbishop Eugene Marino paid his first visit to School of Excellence. The award will be presented in the early
St. Thomas More Church and school in Decatur and it was an fall in ceremonies at the White House. Young Fritz Vonnahme
occasion of celebration. Archbishop Marino, with St. Thomas presented the school’s application which won the prestigious
More's pastor, the Rev. Patrick Mulhern, celebrated a Mass of award to the Archbishop.

Thanksgiving in honor of the school’s being named a National Photos By Charles L. Webb Jr,
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Dulcimer Fever Breaks Out At St. Thomas More

If you ask a St. Thomas More
student what he or she received for
Christmas, you may get a most
unudual reply. In the middle of a
list containing Teenange Mutant
Ninja Turtles, Nintendo games or
Holiday Barbies, you-are apt to
hear “a dulcimer.”

This may seem like an odd gift
for an '80s youngster — in an era
of punk and heavy metal rock
music, how many average, run-of-
the-mill kids would be interested
in a traditional Appalachian
stringed instrument? Plenty, ap-
parently, for 24 out of the 325
students at St. Thomas More
School in Decatur have just gotten
new dulcimers.

The originator of this particular
fad is Lois Hornbostel, a champion
dulcimer player, author and direc-
tor of the annual Appalachian
State University Dulcimer Playing
Workshop. Ms. Hornbostel (known
as Miss Lois to the children) spent
three weeles at St. Thomas More as
part of the Georgia Council for the
Arts “Artist in Education” pro-
gram. She presented three con-
certs, one for the lower grades, one
for middle grades and one for the
upper grades, in order to expose
the entire school to the music of
the dulcimer.

These concerts featured tradi-
tional American songs and dance
tunes, music from other countries,
and stories and cultural back-
ground about the music. In addi-
tion, she worked extensively with
the third through the sixth grades
to give those students a deeper
understanding of the traditions
and techngiues of duleimer play-
ing.

MS. HORNBOSTEL brought 30
dulcimers with her to St. Thomas
More, so that each student could
have his or her “own” instrument
to play during the class period. She
taught the children basic string
techniques and how to find pitches
and pick out melodies. The stu-
dents first learned to play by ear,
but soon moved on to basic tabla-
ture — playing by the numbered
frets. They studied musical princi-
ples such as rhythm, harmony,
dynamics and chordal accompani-
ment — all in the guise of fun.
Miss Lois collects verses of the
song “It Ain't Gonna Rain No
‘More” at each school she visits and
happily shares them with the stu-
dents. encouraging them to make

up new verses of their own.

In the dulcimer-building classes,
students put together instruments
from durable and inexpensive kits,
and decorated them as their imagi-
nations dictated. These nine dulci-
mers remain at the school an are
now being used in the music cur-
riculum.

The dulcimer holds a unique
place among American folk instru-
ments for several reasons. First, it
is the only major instrument cur-
rently used that was played exclu-
sively in a single region (Appala-
chia and the neighboring state of
Ohio). Secondly, it was always
made at home and by hand. Fi-
nally, it is the only currently used
instrument which is fretted diaton-
ically; that is, the frets on the
fingerboard are a whole tone apart,
with several half-tones inter-
spersed. The fretboard on a guitar
or banjo, by contrast, contains half-
tones its entire length.

Because is is easy to get a
pleasant sound, but can be played
intricately as well, the dulcimer is
an ideal instrument for beth a
beginner and a person with a musi-
cal background.

Kathy Merritt, the school’s
music teacher, was impressed with
the students’ reactions to the pro-
gram. She noticed that even those
students who are not usually inter-
ested in music enjoyed the - dulci-
mer classes. “It was a special expe-
rience for the children,” she stated,
“special because Lois was some-
body new, special because each
student had an instrument, special
because she taught them to play so
quickly.”

Mrs. Merritt plans to continue
using the dulcimers with the third
through sixth grades and to extend
their use to the other classes as
well. Fourth graders played the
dulcimers in the school’s Book
Week program, and learned
Christmas eraols to provide accom-
paniment for their class. Even the
kindergarten classes have had a
chance to try the instrument.

The parents who purchased dul-
cimers report that their children
play them frequently and really
enjoy them. The adults are enjoy-
ing the experience too-instead of
listening to the music of “Super
Mario Brothers” blaring from the
television, they are being sere-
naded with traditional folk songs
on the dulcimer. Certainly this is a
gift to parents as well!

Fourth graders Chris Motta, left, and Patrick Reynolds play a
double dulcimer.
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