| over or un

>ounty confirms pav
graves in Decatur

February 24, 2021 Asia Ashley, The Champion newspaper

At least one grave and possibly more than 26 others have been discovered underneath or near Wilson
Road in Decatur, according to DeKalb County CEQ Michael Thurmond. The discovery comes
after a decades-long request from Fred Kinnemore for the county to look into the possibility of the
gravesites. The suspected burial sites are near a Black cemetery belonging to St. Paul Baptist Church
and are believed to have been family members of church members.

“He shared that when he went off to Vietnam and came back, some persons who he believed was
complicit with DeKalb County had proceeded to cut and pave a street through the cemetery that
belonged to St. Paul Baptist Church,” said Thurmond.

Three years ago, the county tapped New South Associates to conduct research on the history of the
church and archaeological research on and along Wilson Road, which county officials say was paved

in the 1960s.

“We went out and did an examination and verified that yes there were indeed grave markers and
evidence of grave depressions that were within the area of the cemetery proper,” said Hugh
Matternes of New South Associates. “JOur ground penetrating radar specialist] identified 26
anomalies that had potential of being potential gravesites. They had qualities that they could not
discount as potential gravesites and they generated these as things that might be of concern.”
Anomalies are referred to as various surfaces that are detected but to verify what lies underneath the
property, the county would need permission to perform an excavation.

According to County Attorney Vivian Estes, to obtain a permit from DeKalb County Superior
Court, the county would need to submit an archaeology report and retain a genealogist to determine
the descendants of those buried and notify them of the burial ground.

“Then [we would] put together a mitigation plan to deal with the burial ground to submit to DeKalb
Superior Court,” Estes explained. “The court has to hold a public hearing and then determine on what
ground to grant the county a permit and what the mitigation action would be.”

During the Feb. 23 DeKalb County Board of Commissioners meeting, Thurmond issued an apology
on behalf of the county to Kinnemore and the church for their decades-long wait in bringing attention
to and addressing the matter. The county plans to issue a proclamation to Kinnemore for his efforts.

“Now that there is evidence that there is at least one burial site, it is incumbent upon us, not just as
elected officials but as human beings to do everything we can to determine the amount of graves that
are there, and if they are there, to take the next steps to determine if these remains are respected [and
taken to an appropriate locations],” said Thurmond.

New South Associates’s study can be found here:
hitps://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/St%20Paul%20Cemetery%20CRA%20Compiled
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Saint Paul Baptist Church
(Photograph by Rebecca Crawford)

St. Paul Baptist Church was established over 111 years ago. In the years after the Civil
War, although blacks were freed from slavery, it was nearly impossible for them to have access

to learning how to read and write; thus, the early history is hard to trace. However, it is believed




that in the very early years the congregation met under a brush arbor. Deeds have been located P : jun:::fﬁz
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showing the church's existence in1898 on what is now known as Lawrenceville Highway.z =" 7
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The church eventually built a new structure, located in Land Lot 163, on Wilson Ror:;&:\
Primarily a white area, a great deal of tension grew between the white community and the black
congregation in the 1940s. St. Paul became the target of vandals who urinated in the lamps,
defecated on the pulpit, broke windows and lights, and, in one instance, placed four sticks of
dynamite under the building. In order to avoid an altercation while burying thetr loved ones in
the church cemetery, a police escort was needed. Yet, the church continued to grow and thrive,

and attract members from various parts of the county.

In 1948, in order to escape the harassment of their unwelcoming white neighbors, the
congregation decided that it would be best to move. The land where the church stood was sold to
Mr. Wilson, and the profits from the sale were used to purchase land from James Stokes.
Reverend McQuire oversaw construction of the new building, located on 1396 Nelms Drive. The
new building was a labor of love for the church members, as they worked to build the structure
with their hands. Rice Kinnemore made the blocks, and every effort was made to use the

materials salvaged from their old church.

While construction was underway, services could only be held twice a month. Mt. Zion
A.M.E. assisted their new neighbors by allowing them to meet at their church every other
Sunday. Until the congregation of St. Paul had enough money to construct a baptismal pool in

the mid-1950s, they used the nearby creek to perform the rite.




The church continued to expand under the leadership of Reverend Gullet. Refusing to be
paid for his services, he 1nstead used all available money to build & vestibule on the front of the
church. Reverend Gresham came to serve at the church in 1966. Upon his arrival, he found a
building that was in poor condition and without immdoor bathrooms. A new building was
desperately needed, and members commenced a major fund raising campaign. In order to raise
money, church members baked pa.stries? knitted mittens, made candles, and created various other

goods to sell. The fund raising lasted seven years.

Although DeKalb County granted the church a building permit in January 1974,

construction would not begin until two years later. Internal troubles arose between church

members, and several people left the congregation. Eventually Fred Kinnemore became Deacon,
—— o

and things beglﬂn to move forward. Once more, the men dedicated their time and energy toward

building the new structure, working nearly every Saturday until completion. Once the new

building was finished, the women worked to make an inviting interior by adding finishing

touches to the kitchen, bathrooms, and windows.

Reverend Eddie Mosely arrived at St. Paul in 2000. Since his arrival the improvements
—
have continued. The congregation has also grown under his leadership, adding thirty-five new

members in 2008 alone.

Although St. Paul has flourished since its move to Nelms Drive, the old cemetery for St.
Paul Baptist Church remains on Wilson Road and serves as a reminder of where the church used

to be and the struggles endured by the early members of the congregation.»
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This church was originally located on Land lot #164 or 1637, 18th Dist. CeKalb County, GA

at Montreal and Wilson Roads. The cemetery is still there with ummarked graves.

was moved to Nelms Drive off LaVista Rd. land lot 148, 18th Dist. npear the Mount Zion

Church with a Black congregation, also.

The church




T PAUL BAPTIST CHURCH

1396 NELMS DRIVE -
DECATUR, GEORGIA 30033

Aunguat 13, 1987

Dear Mr., Charles Coleman, - 577~/ s

As per our conversation on 8-12 -87, we have & church cemstary
on Wilson Road, Decatur Georgis, DeKalb County, Lend Lot 163 i8th
District, Deed Book 118, page 324 recorded on Julu 8, 1919,

We are presently in the process of clearing the undergrowth
and debris from the cemetary, and would like to know what the
© zoining ordanaces of continued use and maintance would be.
There are two homes diréctly behind the cemetary, that wes built
knowing the cemetary was in their front yard., The right te use the road
leading from their property to Wilson Road was given in thely deed,
D, B, 770 - Page 475 recorded July 11, 1949. ' :

Wilson Road was originally dirt and later paved. We were not
notified by Roads and Drainage prior to paving. We are uncertain at
this time if any graves have been disturbed. ' !

After relocating to 1396 Nelme Drx, , thers were etill some burials
pezformed at the Wilson Rd. location. There wera also some graves
that were moved to other locations, We feel that there are vacant
spaces there, and it would be very benificial if we could continue to
ase this as a burial site to motivate the continual up keep of one of
Dai{ald' 8 older cemeteries, :

Fred L. Kinnemore
Assistant Chairman, Deacon Boaxd
117 East Benson St.
, Decatur, Ga. 30030
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ok ADYES
sanl

N Te

»
pnoﬁ {o!

v rocord June
wne 30, 1949 at 9 ofolock A. M |
rocorded July 13, 1949, ; : |

7A DEKALB COUNTY.

SNTURE 4

HDEN ymace this 19th day of May in the yaamr of our Lord One Tnous

a and Forby nine Batwae 2
. CHARLIE WRIGHT, REMO FOWIER, ROBSRT 2 SKINMORE, &(00HT |

g OF GEORG

ISTAT
and Hine

p1s T
Hundre

"\'[\1 Gml
f G and

) of tho State ©

t
o of GEORGIA an |

a5 trustees of Ste Paulls Baptist Church (Colored

xalb of the first part

ry of Do

c ounty and Colle Villson of the Stab a County
of pERALB of the second part, i
JITNESSETH: “l
of Ten Dollars and other ‘
the sealing and delivery ©

the first part, for and in consideration of

o o e g e o S

That the said parties of
vyaluable considarati,ons-——-—--‘--——
f these prosents,

—-——--------—

the roeceipt

sold and conveyed and DY these
his

arty of the gocond part,
nd Lob 163 of
d as i‘ollon‘s

the SUR \
in nand paid ab and before ‘\
".ﬁharaoi‘ is herobdy aclnowledged, have granted, pargained 1'

AL, ".

senkts do granby i
i

ipra bﬂni’a&fﬁ};r,;}ell- and’ 6onvey unto the sald P
pe snd assigns all that tract and parcel of jand 1ying and peing in 12

pistrict of Deka
point g3 feet T
and running

Ga., end peing more partlculnrly describe

of Wiilson Road &
nundred £orby (140
forby (140) feot;

‘E‘_‘hei
{the 18tD
| sSGINNING b &
1and of Jonn Hudson,
| one hundrad fii‘ty(lSO) i‘eet-; thence

£ifLy (150) feeb to the point ©

ne of k‘

1b .Countyy,
ram the south 1ine

nd the soubh 1%

thence south one ) fests fhence west |
thenco onst oNo

north one nundred
“cont

Talton bY. daed fTr
roco

acTe more or

om G, A.
rds of deods

£ poginning, aining oné nalfl

yed to H. F.

‘Daed Book 102,
Dacembor 10th,

{hundred
and veing part of
ate March 9th,

the .propqrty conve
page 408,

Eless
1917,

Georgis,
gsors or assigns shall

n and his su0ce
qacribed o Wilson

porty nerein d
operty of Saint Paul's paptist

1912, yocorded in
of Dekalb Gounty,
g;-antee:mnei

Hartrsmpr of 4

K Supari.or Gourt

4n Office Cler
Tne grantors nherein agreé that the

ha ve the right to us
puns along 0

e the road Jeading fpom the Pre

:_Road which £ the aago of the comotary P¥
p with all andrn.ing‘ula"c thoe.

pelonging or i any wise -
yorwe |

im the sald ;mrh

Ghurch.
pargained promisos bogetho

"‘0 HAVE AND T0

bonefit and bahoor of h

I FEE SIUPLE.

irights, menbers and
to the only propa

appertaining,
apsignﬂ £or

his hairs and

sacond parb aver,

And the ag
"Aan& administrators
propert.y unt:o
laims of all pors

"aescrroed oftiz "-‘-‘-'i-.i-‘df-'i.--:
‘tho lawful © ons
: N WITHESS: VHEREOF »
' their hamd and aptixed &
|Signed, gealed and dg
prén}_sen'o‘e oft
MK S ‘
:L. A. Fisher
Alotox‘y ?u'blio,

‘:}Y Gommission Expire
3 '1“. Ps Seal A0




nintsbratora .

111 waprant BIE
to the Bnid party o

has pereunto get nis hand

'property un
1anful claima

and affized his gealy

gigned, gonled ond delivero

P, U, Holand

.RObtlc 0.
(ll. Pc Seal) (Io

STATE OF GEORGIA, DE

THIS TNDENTURE,
Nine Hundred and Hineteen,
County of DeKalb of the fi

AMBROSE and John H, Glay

|
|

|

| aum of THO

WITNESSETH: That the
HUNDRED 00/100

of 81l persons

LN WITHESS WHEREOE » The
the da

Eve Votapy Publics
R, Stamp 50¢£)"

KALB COUNTY:
made this 30th

mrugtees of St

of Yeorgia and County of De

R S

a (seal)

 m——

georglt Ste.

a One Thous and

T Of our IJOI'

‘-,e of,‘ Georgia and

ta
ARTER and DALLAS
olored of tne St.a.t,e

i
.

'%.

1919, betwaen H.
GEORGE KEHIHORE, HENRY C

Paul's Bapbi®

pat part, and. ;
y, Cnurchs (c

Kalb of the aacond part.,
pat parts

perty of the fi
a at and pefor

{n hand pal
oknowlﬂdgea;

for ahd 1n considerati.on of t,hg
e the gealing and delivery

bargained,

aald

DOLLARS »
has granted,

ocof 18 hereby &
and convey unto the i

| of theso presents,

gold and conveyed,

thoe veceipt wher

and by these prage

nta hoosjgrant, bargnin,

gell
all that tract

g and agsignss

'e
H
)
@ a second bnrb, their guccessors hoir
“8 a'ﬂ.d hains 1n Lan nd S‘].X'by Three (163) 11‘- the

originally Honry

anid parties of th
or parcel of land 1vi

1ght.aent.h (18th) pistric
ularly dascribad ag fol

d Lot :0ne Hundred 2

novt DéKa}b count ¥y, Georglia, and more
LS

t of )

and running
(180) |

lovis, to-wit:

partic :
¢ land of Jonhn Hudsgon,

Begﬁnn

on the gouth line ©

o hundred and fifty (280) feels thenue Vies
(250) feet; thence Fagt one hundred and £ifty |

two hundred and g1ty
containing one acre, and being par

A Harprampf

ing at a rock corner
b one hundred and fifty

tnenco south tw

t of the property :

faet; thenoe Norbh
to poi.nt. of beginnins.
of date March 9th}

deed from G.
g of Deods 11_1 office Clerk superlior Gourt of DeKalb

(150) feet.,
1912, racordad.

yed to. H. F. Talton vy

i

conva
'Deed Bool: 109 , Page 408,
December 19th, 1917.

¥ Oonveyed is to be used £

record

éounty, Georgia ,
'I'he propert.y };xarab
HAVE AYD TO HOLD the.
member ‘and appurtenance

or Church Purposés.
together with all -anil singular

8 thereof ) to the same being, belonging or in any-

1

t

said bargained premisea, E
721, |

‘a

benerit. and behoof of “them the saj.d partias %

to'=t.he only proper use,
f.‘ovever ’ IN FEE SIMPLE.




Robt. C. Eve zOﬂWH% Public, Georgia State at Large. |}
(N. P. Sesl) (I. R. Stamp 50¢) | i
| _ Recorded July 8th., 1919,

Mm.w ?W‘@@a ¢

THIS INDENTURE, made this 30th day of June in the year of our Lord One Thous

STATE -OF GEORGIA, DEKALB COUNTY,

Nine Hundred and Nineteen, 1919, between H. F. TALTON of the State of CGeorgia and
ooasww of DeKalb of the first part, pﬁn.mmowmm KENTMORE, HENRY CARTER and Ubﬂwbm.
AMBROSE and John H. Clay Trustees of St. Paul's Baptist Church, (Colored of the 5

| of Ceorgla and County of DeKalb of the moooua‘wmwdr

W . WITNESSETH: That the said perty of the first part, for and Fu_ooﬁmwamum&ﬂow

sum of TWO HUNDRED 00/100 DOLLARS, in hand paid at and before the sealing and del
of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, barge
sold and cob{mumm. and by these preaents momm grant, dmwmmpuﬂ sell and oow4mﬁ unt
wmmuﬂ parties of the second wmﬂﬁ. their successors heirs end assigns, all that tra
. or parcel of land lying and being in TLand Lot -One Hundred and mwqu Threae ﬁHmuu i
W,wpm3wmmsaw (18th) District of, originelly Henry, now DeKa1lb oosﬁaa. Georgla, and

particularly nmmawudoa as follows, to-wit: _

Beginning at a rock corner on the south Hnum.ow land of John Hudson, and run
thence south two hundred and fifty (250) feot; thence West one hundred and fifty
feet; thence North two hundred and fifty (250) feet; thence East one hundred and
(150) feet, to ﬁowna of dm&»%ﬁnum‘ containing one acre, and being part ow the pro
conveyed to H. F, Telton by deed from G. A. Hartrampf of date March 9th, 1912, re
in Deed Book 109, Page 408, records of Deeds in Office Clerk Superior Couri of De
County, Georgia, December 19th, 1917. |
@ The uwmﬁowﬁw hereby oouaqum is to be used for Church Purposes,

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said bargeined premises, together with all mﬁ@ singu

‘the rights, members and appurtensnces thereof, to the same dmpumy belonging or in
m wine mvvmuwmpnpum..wo the only proper use, benefit and behoof of ‘them the said pa
_ow the second pari, their mﬁoammmOdm heirs and assigns forever, IN FEE mHambm
w And the saild party ‘of the first part, for himself, his wmwam. executors and
w Enﬁwmawmdowm 11l warrant snd forever defend the mema and title to ﬁWm_mdo<m des
property unto the mmwmﬁbmwﬂwmm ow the second part, ﬁsopd successors Smuwm_mba_mmm
against the lawful c¢clalms of mpwﬁwm%moum_ﬁ:oamomdme.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, aﬁn.mmna party of ﬂwmfwwwm& part has hereunto wmﬂ his ha
end affixed his seal, the .%w and year above written. |

I T

| Signed, sesaled mun_mmwpqmstJHs the vwommﬁoo‘ow . §

Ruby Johnston { H. F. Talton {

E. H. Mason Notary mﬁ&ppn. State of mmoamwm at Large. {
1.P. mmmt AH —B—Stanps mo& . Recorded July mg.. 19194733, PRk




“Fulton County.
THIS INDENTURE, made this 9th Qma of March in the year-of our Lord One Thousar

_Wm Hundred and twelve between G. A. Hartrampf of the State of Georgla and County of
ww of the first part, and H. F. Talton of the State of mmOdem and QOﬂnﬂu ow DeKalb
.um. second ﬁmwﬁ;

WITNESSETH: That the sald party of the first part, for and in consideration c
m of Nine Hundred ($900.00) Dollars DOLLARS, in hand paid at and before the sealing
rwpdmuﬁtow these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby mowmoéwmamma. has granted,
ilned, s0ld and conveyed, and mw these presents does grant, dmwmwww. sell and convey
e sald party of the second part, his heirs and assigns, all that ﬁwmmﬁ or parcel of
wﬂum and being in land lot One Hundred and Sixty Three (163) in the mHmwﬁmmbdr dista
'y Originally Henry, now DeKalb County, Georgia, and more wmwﬂpospmwwq mmmodwcma as
ms: Commencing on the North-east corner of lot No, three which is a subdivision ow
» B. Hudson Estate as per plat of T. C. Jackson of umnoma in the office ow.oponw‘ow
1or Court, of DeKalb County, Georgia in Plat Book No. 1, page »m running ﬁwmbwm =18
leven Hundred feet along the west lihe of Lot No. 1 which at the time ow Administrai

T lJ..flrlr
\1e was bought in by J. L. Hudson, to the original mosﬁw line of Iland Iot No. 163, 1
v

mnning West Three Hundred and Sixty Four (364) feet along the original South 1line of
)t No. 163, thence running North mqumn_msbmuma Feet, more or less, parallel with ﬂ#
st 1ine of Lot No. three, thence East back to starting point of lot No. 3, three I
1@ sixty four wmmﬂ..dmwum in all ten acres of lot No. ﬁwwmm which lot No. ﬁwsmm coni
1 all thirty seven and seven tenths acres. W

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD &wm‘mmwg bargained premises, together with all and singu.
18 rights, Emicmum m:a.m@vcwﬁmnwuomm dﬁmumow- to the same being, belonging or in an;
apertaining, to the only proper use, benefit and behoof of him the said party of tlx
ad part, his heirs and assigns woum<md. IN. FEE SIMPIE,

And the said party of the first part, for his heirs, executors and adminlstra
111 warrant and forever defend the Wwaﬁ and title to the above desc¢rlbed vuoumqu ,
16 wmwa party of the second part, his heirs and assigns, against dwm.Pmswsy claims ¢
3rsons whomsoever.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The salid party of the first part has hsreunto set his ha

‘fixed his seal the day and year above written,

igned, sealed and delivered 1n the presence of 0
anry Johnson | | 0
. L. Simmons } b @. A. Hartrampf (SEAL)
. P. Fulton Co Ga. | 0
N. P. Seal) }

Recorded December 19, 1917.

\.un“\@«\\“«\u\u c

THIS Hzcmzecwm made this 6th day of December 1in the year of cur Lord One Th

momeb FULTON OOGZHM.
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