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5i, Elins Hastern Or-
thodex Churelt on Fonce de
Leon Lvenne in Decatur i5 8
relatively small church,
memberwise, but is past of
the gldest evtablished Chris-
ilan religion nown (o mei-
kind.

“We {the Orihodox
Church) are the mother re-
Ligion of Chrisgtendom,’” gaid
the Very Rev. Johp
Chromiak, known a3 Father
John to the parigioners at 5t.
Eliag. "Our parish is smail.
We have 125 families which
comes to around £00 souls.”

There are three Orthodox
churches in the inetropolitan
Atlanta area, aach agminis-
tratively independent of the
others but basicaily the
same in structure. This is
irwe of Orthedoy churches

Stalff Phola ity Paul E‘!u;d

8%, ELIAS

all over ihe nation.

“alt Orthoder churches
have particular customs
that have nething to do with
tha faith. The religion re-
ragins intact,” said Father
Chromiak, “'The differences
are more culinral than any-
thing, The Orthodoz church
hasn’t chapged in 000
years.” . .

he Orthodox faith is
made up of a group of
churches founded by the
Aposties. The churches
belong to the Five Ancient
Patrimchates of Rome. fn
1054, Rorne and the wesiern
churches sepaiated ihes-
selves froma the rvest of
Christendem while the
Eastern chrrches remained
united.

“Qur mother chureh is
the Chuych of Antioch,”” said
Father Chromiak, *“The

Sy,

mother chorch for the
Greeks is the Charch of Con-
stantinople.”

He added that a malor
difference heiween ihe
Greel and Eastern Orthodex
churcheg is that the English
language i3 used in the
Eastern church while the
Greeks deliver their
liturgies
iongue,

Father Chromiak’s iitle
of Very Reverend means
that he is am arch priest, one
rank higher than a priest but
lower on the ladder than a
hishop o an archbishop. He
nas bean al 5i. Eliag four
vears, the average stay for
clergy being nine fo 10
Yeara.

“There are three ways of
transferting clevgy,” he
said, ‘“The metropolitan
archivishop (the church’s

£ f
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in their native
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primata) moves the clergy
.., or the clergy can request
a tranafer or on rare
occagions the congregation
will request a transfer.” In
all instances the prirmaie has
final authority.

According to Father
Chremia, who has been mar-
ried to his wife Jean for 32
vears, Orthodox clergy have
the option of heing celibate
or married. If they chose fo
marty,
before they are ordained,
Only celibate or widowed
priegts can achieve the rank
of hishop.

Father Chromiak de-

scribes the Orihodox church

ag “very demnocratic: the
clergy are united with the
laity on administrative de-
cisions.”

The 5¢. Elias church hosts

anwmnber of men's, women's
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they must mary.
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and youth proups that work
on various projects for char-
ity. '"We have hunger drives
a8 well as drives to raise

tnoeney for refugees or flood’

victims,” Father Chromiak
anid. Y feel the parish

slould be invelved with the.

comrumity if need ha.”
The elaborate sanctuary

at 8t Elias is filled with

icons, pictures which,
among other thirgs, depict
major scenes in the life of
Chrigt. There are also icons
that portray Christ, Mary
and various saints. Accord-
ing io Father Chromial,
icons could be deseribed oo
“viguai aids.”

‘“Teencgraphers are usu
ally moanks,” sakd Faihe
Chromiak.

After Lzbor Day, 31
lias will held its divin
liturgy each Sunday at I
a.m. The.church also hold

 vespers, matin, feastda
‘services amd evenin,
liiurgies.




The members of St. Flias Orthodox
Christian Churchare busily preparing
for their 16th Mideastern Festival,
which will be held on Nov. 5 and §.

Like the country of Lebanon, it s 2
small church community, but not

witnout a lot of pride and feeling for
their ,Lebanese fonds and culfural
hackground. '

Although the membership of St
Tlias Orthodox Christian church is
small, the members w.ite and open
their doors to the public for an
entertaining fwo-day festival feafur-
ing Lebanese quisine, craftes and

DLdliad i

culture. Each person is treated and -

welcomed individually and made to
feel at home, just like the Lebanese
cusiom. o '

Delicious raw and paked kibby:
meat and spinich pies; hommos dip
with bread; Labani sandwiches, bak-
lawa, rice balls, arabic eofize; falafel
sandwiches and coffee breads are a
few of the delicacies that will be

lovingly prepared and served at

reasonahle prices. The ladies of the
church, ages 30 10 52, help in the
preparation of these foods.

The pasiry shoppe will feature
geveral different authentic pastries to
carry home for the upcoming
holidays. Most of the pastries can be
frozen easily for future use.

& country store will be open and
will offer many nornernade jellies and
persarves.

Last, but certainly not least, tours
of the beautiful sanctuary will be
conducted a priest.

1n addiiicn, there will be many
other craft booths and enteriainment
{or the young and old.

.Everyone s welcomed from all
parts of Atlanta and admission is free.
The church is located at 2045 Ponce de
Lecn, at the intersection of Ponce de
Leon Avenue and East Lake Drive.
Call 378-8191 for more details.
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" Father John Chromiak (in photo below) samples food served af
preview pafty for St. Elias Orthodox Church's Mideastern Festival.
{Siaff Photo By Paul Efland)
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(L-R, in photo above
left) Mable Sajem,
Viola Ayers and
~ Adlette Mamary
show pastries. Tra-
ditional Llebanese

~ food will be a high-

light of 16th annual
festival. )
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5t, Elias Mid-Bast Festival will
be held Saturday, Sept. 28 and
Sunday, Sept. 29 this year. In
past years this populer look at
the traditions of the Middle Bast
has been held in November.
Planners of the festival hope
that the better weather of Sep-
tember will draw even more peo-
ple to the church at the intersee-
tien of Ponce de Leon Ave. and
East Lake Rd. There is no admis-
sien charge for this festival and
families are invited.

"One of the most popular thinga
in the festival is the chance to
taste the rich foods made by the
women of the church in their
traditions preserved from Leha-
non, Syriz and other Middle East-
ern countries. The wonderfully
exotic food is rich in flavor, but is
not spiey hot. The traditional
favorites are carefully prepared
by the women of the church from
the family recipes that they fol-
low in their own lkitchems. Ip-
cluded are favorites like Kibby
{ground beef with onion and
wheat); Grape Leaf Rolls (grape
leaves stuffed with meat, rice and
spices); Fatayer (little pastries
stuffed with meat, onion and sea-
sonings folded into little pies)
Kgosa (summer squash stuffed
with meat, rice and seasonings
simmered in tomato seguce); aud
rice balls (cocked rice and cheese
stuffed with meat, onions and
seasonings).

The Pita bread sandwich is a
real crowd pleaser, It is made of
Labany (yogurt, cucumbers and
spring onions) and wrapped in
the light pita bread.

The desserts are espacially pop-
ular. The Baklawa is tissue thin
layers of light pastry, honey, and
chopped nuts. Ancther favorite is
Mamool, a ceokie style pastry
filled with chopped nuts, flavored
with rose water, and dusted with
powdered sugar. The desserts will
be offered with aromatic Arabic
coffee.

But feasting Is only part of the
festival, There will be dancing by
& ten member group of church
mermbers, The St. Elias Dancers,
who dance the traditional line
dances for the sheer joy of it.
They will be demonsirating each
hour, and Saturday from 7 to 11
pm. they will be inviting the
audience 1o join the dancing with
them.

Providing live music will he
the Great American Gypsy Rand,
2 professional group that has
beer playing ai the Peachtree
Plaza Hotel for a couple of years
now. They will play the tradi-
tional music of the Middie East,
but they are also experts with the
lilting music of Russia, Greece,
znd all of the countries of the
gagtern Maditerranean. The
Great American Gypsy Band will
be performing Saturday from
noon to 2 p.m.

Other fascinations for the fam-
ily will include demonstrations of
the Old World’s intricate art of
ege painting. A slide show of
Lebanon will be offered for those
who would like o see this coun-
try.

The Very Reverend John
Chromiak, pastor of St. Elias,
will conduct tours of the church’s

id-East Festival To Be Hef E

sanctuary. The congregation com-
missicned icons for the church,
The icons are the equivalent of a
stained glass window. They de-
plet the saints and illustrste sto-
vies irom the Bible ir the earlisst

—

R

binsjss

tradition of the Christian church.
The icons are hoth beantiful
works of art and aids in illastrat-
ing the Bible. Their role in the
litargy of the BEastern Orthodox
Church will be expinined to inter-

arfier This Year

.mm-wmm vistors by Father Chrom-
pt .

There is no admission charge
for the festival, and the public is
invited to attend. For more infor.
mation call 378.810%.

Mid-East Festival
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ochian lox Church will present
td-Eastern Festival Nov, 11 and 12, at
cated ab 2845 Ponce de Leon Ave. at
o of Bast Lale Drive. A highlight of
will he a w ay of mid-east foods

ladies ¢ cnurck from recipes
thromgh families {or penera-

efl, shows a tray of
onions and sesoi-
nd Andrew Zheeh,
ot pastries by Adelette

thee traditonal bak-
and rose waler suy-
with powered sugar)

NEWSphoto By Spancer Rogsdale

Elios Plans Mid-Eastern Festival

and date kiak pastry. Other foods will include
grage leaf rolls, Koosz (summer squash  stuffed
with meat, rice and seasonings simmered in a
tematoe sauce), and pita bread sandwiches. There
will be pony rides, {rain rides znd face painting for
the children. During the two-day festival there will
be traditional Middle Basiern dances performed by
the St. Elias Dance Group, entertainment by the
Greal American Gypsy Band, and towrs of the
chureh’s sanctuary conducted by Father Andrew
Zbeeb. Sammy Jaraysi and His Arabic Band will
play for dancing Saturday from 7 p.m. o midnight.
The festival will be open from 11 am to 10 .o,
Saturday and frem I to 7 p.n. Sunday,
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riests and bish-

signifi-
§

“they call
b
.

sermen, not a speech

-
or a cul

igion,

th mora] teachings.

i
"For the first time on daily tele

sion you IoAy 8ee

you may see a Suaday sermon on
ops..."”

official relations between the
(state-run} telev

cantly he says,

tural event. The sermon is just
that, It deals w.

church and the Soviet state

in

are sweeping
are being

t he has held

is a pos

By SPENCER. RAGSDALE

The changes that
the Soviet Union

man with a unique perspective,
It

Bishop Niphon Saikali, whose post
in Moscow iz that of a diplomatic
representative — the official repre-
-gentaive of the Patriarch of Anti-

watched with great interest by a
och to the Patriarch of Moscow.
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Patriarcli of Antioch and the Rus-

geums, sgme became factories,
some churches were demolished.
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in higtory. By tradition St. Andrew
was the firat to bring Christianity
to the Russians. The establishment
of the Russian Orthodex Church

sian Orthodox Church go far back

But today, Bishop Niphon says,
people are no longer afraid £o be a

member of a echurch,” and he
added, even more indicative of the

a
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east And Fun Coming To $t. Efius

Chureh will present  ype deserts of Bakalawa, Mawmoul axd Date
Mov. 10 from i1 Kooka. During the fesiival there will be enieriain.
v. 11 from, § to 7 ment by the Great Awerican Gypsy Baad, lively
the festival will be  folik dances from the Mid-Bast, with cveryone
howing sOIe of ihe invited to join the fun, traditional dablie nusic and
to right, ﬁm%?azﬁ_@ many children’s activities. There will be mmany
4 Yvoone Baleny, presi- cubtural displays, plus a geseral store offering
of Bt Elias. They ave  clothing, grocery itenw, icons, Jewelry, books and
nd raw kibby, which 8 panderafis. The festival will be held al S1. Kias
%,?mﬁ? pine nats m.m.__@ Church locaied atl the interscelion of Ponee de

de Fatayer, piey Leon and Fast Lake Urive. Father Andrew Zbeeb

and Sonday,
bigpest Lres
frgmy the middle e
5 to e offered ars
dietic Mamory
Ladies Soci

T

of baked

13
. spinach, onions and seasenings, will conduet tours of the church suscluary and

rofls. There are many vegelarian explain the many Deavtifal icons. There i oo
Koosa, yellow summer sguoash admission charge to the festival sud evesyune is
vice and seascningy and sime invited.

lomate sauce. And of course there will be







