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By REEECCA WHITCOMEB
Feature Writer

The drive down Stephen-
son Road toward Rock
Chapel United Methodist
Church is not quite the same
as it was 150 years ago when
“the church’s first par-
ishioners travelled to the
area.

The road is still heavily
wooded, but thers are signs
of new hoeusing construction
apparent on either side of
the road. The growth of the
South DeKalb cornmunity
area, and the growth of
Rock Chapel United Method-
ist,

‘e wr s

Community” is the key to
this historic church, whose
buildings have stood on the
Stephenson Road site for 156
years. ’

-

are closely intertwined. -

Rock Chapel is con-
sidered the oldest United
Methodist Church in DeKalb
County. the Rev. Kenneth
Kulp of Rock Chapel said:

In 1825, according to
church archives and a2 book
by Atlanta historian Frank
M. Garrett, settlers from
the eastern part of Georgia
and the Carclinas moved o

the area and built a leg

meeting house which served
as a church ‘and a school.
Members of the congrega-
tion built a second church in
the same area in 1834. That
structure burned in 1870. A
third church was built then.
It was in 1886 the congrega-
tion voted to build a better
church, and that white clap-
board strocture still stands
today.

Rock Chapel has seen
many changes. The most re-
cent is the dedication of 2
9,000 square foot community
center ‘behind the old-fash-
ioned building. The gym-
nasjurmn and activities center
was dedicated to Kulp’s son,
David, who drowned in
church retreat accident
three years ago,

*This area doesn’t have a
real central community cen-
ter and we hope to provide
it,”” said Rulp. The activities
center is open to scouting
groups, clogging groups,
garden clubs and of course,
members of the noumwmmm-
tion,” he added.

“We are here to serve the
commaunity,” Kulp em-
phasized.

“We are a church family,
and although we have many
families who belong to the
church, we are not =z
“‘family-only oriented
church. We want everyong,
from younger people to
older people to feel like a

part of the entire church
farnily,” he added.

Kulp says the church and
the community center is a

way residents can “‘find
some roots” and become
part of the community.

Staff Phote By Rebeces Whiteamb
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ROCK CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH--The church
Wi e 2 speciin serviee of recognition May 24

ervice

e (Conducre

A special  service  of
recognition will be condueted
Sunday, ‘May 24, during the
11:00 aam. woership heur.
former pastor, the Rev. William
0. "Pele™) Dinkins, will be
visiting speaker. Mr. Dinkins is
presently serving as Direclor of
(¢ Poller’'s House, an
aleohelism rehabilitation center
in  Jefferson, Georgia.
Fallowing 1he morning worship
serviee there will be a covered
dish dinner in the church
lellowship hall.

Recenl rennovations and
additions will be consecrated.
These include building of a
veslibute at the front entrance
of the church; rennovated
sancluary (new walls, lowered
suspended  ceiling, and new
lighting); and central air
conditioning of the enlire
church plant. Remodeling has
aise heen done {o (he parsonage.
Plans include laying oul a new
cemelery adjacent lo the
chureh,

Members of the church ex-

f Recognition To
lay 24497

lend a warm welcome to the
public, and invite all to altend
the service and enjoy the
{ellowship period lo foilow.
Pastor is Jerry L. Rewd.

The Spring Band Concerl, the
final one for this school term,
will he held Friday, May 22, at 8
o'clock in the L.H.5
Catetorium. Mr. X. J. Lenoir
will be directing.

A most inleresting and
challenging program will be
presented.  The concert will
feature Dixicland Combo, also a
Stage Band playing music from
the era of the big bands such as
Woody Herman.

The program will he sclected
from the following music: Suite
in I for Mililary Band by Holst
Original Dixieland Concerto b;
Warrenlon; Vineenl Youman's
Fantasy, comprises dance
tunes of early '30's and 'd40’s;
Man of LaMancha: Teccalo for
Bank; and Marches.

Parents, band members and
students have tickels [or sale al
$1.00 for adults and 50¢ students.
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May 18, 1970

7o All Members and Friends of ROCK CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Sunday, May 24, 1970, at 11:00 a.m., the new Vestibule and
other improvements to the church will be dedicated. We
plan to have the Reverand Pete Dinkens, a former Pastox

at Rock Chapel, conduct the service, after which we will
have lunch in the Fellowship Hall. ‘ .

Won't you plan to be with us and help make this memorable
day a day of fun and fellowship for all.

It is our privilege to dedicate the new Vestibule to the
memory of Mr, James Ledford King, Sr., a person who loved
and supported Rock Chapel Church to the fullest throughout

~his lifetime.

Please plan to join with us and bring your dinnex -this Sunday,
May 24, 1970.

Sincere;y,

J. Bryan Willingham, Jr.
Chairman - Trustees
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BARILY HISTORY w RObK CH&%L WAS T3 Ciim{ TERRITORY DEFORE TR '.["i;LA']“( MADE
/830
S THERE WERE YAND LOTTERTES AND IN 1820 RIGHT

AT TNDIAN SPRINGS. The3bos

t

COUNTTES WERE Diu‘l‘RfﬁBU’i‘ED, ONE OF THESE WAS Hm\m’! COUNTY. TATER DEKALB (/ a3 R)

WAS MADE FROM PART OF HEWHY COUNTY, AND LATER, FUTAON COUNTY WAS MADE FROM

PART OF DEKALB.."CHOPPED OFF AT MOREIAND AVENUS" » ACCORDING TO ITTSTORTAN

GARRETT,
VIERE AR MO Rﬁ:oms or. DEKATE com PRIOR TO 18142, 000 MEE-BURNEO T A

TIRE AT counfggeﬁﬁ“’ S ST S [ A
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DIAMOND'S DISTRICT IS NAMED FOR JAMES ("JACK") DIAMOND, AN EARLY SW’TLER\
AND FIRST SURVEYOR OF DEKAIEB COUNTY . ALSO ‘SERVED ON THE FIRST GRAND JURY,
HE IS BURIED IN THRE I‘MIK CEMETERY IN THE WOODIANDS BETWEEN ALEXANDER'S

PLACE AND STEPHENSON ROAD.

MR. JOT BOND SAID THAT BURIED IN ROCK CHAPEL CHURCH CEMETERY IS A VETERAN

OF EVIERY WAR IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS FOUGHT,.,IVEN A REVOIUTIONARY

SOIDIER WHO LIVED "OVER BY T'HE RIVER,"

THE HTGHIOWER (OR mm) TRATL WAS THE DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN THE CRELKS oN ‘

THE SOUTH AND THE CHZI&?OKEI}S ON THE NORTH. IT WAS A TRADING PATH OF THE

CHEROKEES, STARTING THIS SIDE OF AUGUSTA, 'Gomc UP THROUTH ATHENS, MONROE, =~

NORTH OF CONYERS, ACROSS THE YELLOW RIVER 0 NEAR JUFAN'S GTOKE, BERMUDA
ROAD 10 JUST NORTH OF 'STONE MOUNTAIN, ON WEST TO JUST SOUTH OF ROSWELL
(TUERE IS A ROAD THERE STLLL CALLED “HIGIIOWER TRAIL") TO TUE CROSSTHG' ON
T CHATIANOOCHEEs  JBRE TR TOAD FOTKS, ONE GOING NORTH O T CHEROKE
CTTIRS AND WEW DCIOTA, TIE OFER CONYIHUING WEST ABOUT HALFWAY ACROSS
ATADAMA, VEERE T MEFTS A NORTH-SOUTH TRADING ROUTE,
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Y MTCHCOMAR TRAYL, TS THE DYVIDTNG LINR BRIVEES DEKALS AND CHIENATY
COUNPTES, YEARS AGO, AFTER A RAIN, YOUNG FOLKS WOULD WUNT AND FIND
INDIAN ARRGH NMEADS. WO ANGA AIONG B TRATL WAS NEUTRAL TERRITORY
FOR THE INDTANS, SO ONI¥ ARROW HEADS USID FOR SMALL ANTMAL BURTTHC

WERE FOUND.

SCROOLS = THEWE WAS A SCHOOT, CALLED "PTNE SOMETHING"...MATY SORTOW
CAN TELL YOU MORE ABOUT TRAT, AND A JONG TTME AGO, THERE WAS AN
ENGLISEMAN, "PROFESSOR WHITE" ABOUT WHOM NOBODY KNEW VERY MUCH, EXCEPT
TEAT HE WAS A GENTLSMAN OF THIE OED SCIOOL, WETH A VERY ENGITSH ACCENT,
WHO WORE CUTMMAY COATS, MWD AS T RECALL, A BIACK CAPE, HE KNEW GREEK
AND IATIN AND HEID CIASSES AT HIS HOME ON THE ROAD THAT GOES SOMEWHERE

OFF 'THE NORTH SIDE OF 'THE SNELIVILYZ ROAD, THE YOUNG PROPLE HE TAUGHT

WERE SEVEN OR EIGI”EI.‘ T ALL. HE MARRIED, DPUT HO ONE EVER KWEW WHO HE

REALLY WAS OR WHY Ml SEFTLED IN ROCK CHAPEL.

TRE OID ROCK CHAPEL SCHOOL (PRIOR' TO PRESENT BULIDING) WAS BULII IN

£ WAS USED UNYIX 1040, THE WEW SCHOOL WAS BULIL WITH

WPA FUNDS. MR. J’.!IMI CIERRY SATD MORE STUDENTS FROM ROCK CHAPEL "MADE"

*THE BETA CIUB THAW AWY OTHER. WE DAVE HAD FINE TEACHERS AND GOOD STUDENTS.

T
.

THE SCHOOL BOARD, COMPOSED OF PANENT MFMBERS, WAS MOST HELPFUL. NEW

. ADDTTIONS NAVE KEFT ST UP 7O DA (BEHIND THE SCHOOL IN THE TREES IS
A CHMBIERY OF SIAVES WHO PACK IN THE 2050°S AND 6015, ATFENDED ROCK
CHAPEL REGUIARLY.) AS PART OF THE DEXALB SCHOOL SYSTEM, IT HAS KETT OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE IN T FOREVRONT OF HEW JDUCATION, AND THE BUIIDINGS NAVE .

PROVIDED MERTTNG PTACES FOR PTA’S, CARNIVALS, AND GATHERINGS OF ALL KINDY,




THE ACT OF DEDICATION CONTINUED:

| ISBIONS,OF CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP,AND THE BROAD
FInly OF SCCIAL RELATIONS.

kinedons of our Lord, and-of his Christ; and wm
chell reign forever msw EVaT,

F
NINISTER AND TER PTOPLE: A
#x DEDICATE OUASELVES ANEW TO THAT SERVICE OF |
OUR FEILOT NEN VHEREIN CAN BEST BE PROFORMED
GU2 TEUT SEAVICE OF GOD, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE
SPTRIT OF THE MASTER WHEN HE SAID; THOU SHALT
1OVE TV LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AND
THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.

Prayer of Dedication

- Benediction

Postlude
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ROCK CEAPEL METHODIST CHURCH
DEDICATION SEPVICE
September 24,1961
Prelude
FHrmn # GeesessecedCome, Thou Almighty King®
#C0all to Worship
Minister:0UR HELP IS IN THE NAME OF THE
106D, Wr0 HWADE HEAVEIN AND EARTH.
Peoples Except the Lord build the house,
H they labor in vein that build it.
Minister:ESTABLISH THOU TFE WORK OF OUR
HANDS UPGN US;YEA,THE WORE OF OUR
BENDS ESTABLISH 1T.
Feoples Blessed be the name of the Lord
from this time forth, and for
EVErnore. Amen,
Invocation
The Lordts Frayer
Hymn # 8l.4.0..."The Church's One Foundation®
Reedirg of the Holy Scriptures
Choral Anthem
AGATEEbaseseeascosans s Bishop John Owen Smith
&
Cffertory
ﬁdswomnm%

ket of Preseataiion..Mrs.Conley Sorrow
HE N

ACT OF DEDICATION:

MINISTER:IN THE WAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE

_People:

SON, ASD G THE HM¥ SPIRIT, W DEDICATE
THIS BUILDING TO TE WOsSHIP OF GUD.

God is a spirit: end they that worchip
him must soﬂmwuﬁ wpa in mﬁwﬁpc and in
trutl

MINISTER:WE DEDICATE THIS BNTLDING TO THE PUR~-

.mmowwmw

POSE OF CHPISTIAN FDUCITICN: TC 7T

WOKL OF THE CHURCE SCLOCL, TC ThE STUDY
OF THE SCRIPTITPES, AWD 70 THE DEVELOP-
MENT CF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.

. Whatsoever thirgs were written eforstinme

were written for our lcsiming. Bleesed
are they that hear the word of God,2nd
keep it.

MINISTER:WE DEDICATE THIS BUTLLING TO THE BROAD-

People:

ENTHG OF MENTAL HORISONS AND TF PLYP-
ENING O XKD O7TLILEL, T3EAT TOUNG AED QLD
MAY BE AVAEENFED ARy INFORMED.

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and &
1ight unto my path.

MINISTER:WE DEDICATE TEIS BULLDING 70 CERISTIAN

People:

FELLOWSHIP AND TO RECHRATION OF #1iKD
AND BODY

Thow wilt show re the rath ow lifes in

thy pracauce ic fullacss of jey; ot thy
riflt hand arve pleasurds mow EVETROYTCe

MINISTER:WE DITLCATE TIIS BEUITSING TO THOSE TASKS

AND p_sm :‘”Burn Trn :x%q_qwz SERVES

RIS PLECE fHD TTWS: TQ THE CAUSE QF



Robert L. wﬁ% L i
Dee mmm wmw&wm ﬁHanme %%He Snead apwowmww
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mm&m GIVEN BY

- Mr.ond ﬁﬂm W.A. moowm.
Mr.and gwm.Wmmmodg Wwﬁm

Mwsmwm gwm mwwmm Wmmwom

~ Choir numwwmw

The Wesleyan mwwﬂwmm.mmwwﬂu: . ;_ - ) wu

Ve also wish to express our appreciation to the

people, many of whom are mot members of this church,

who have given of their time, talents, and re-

5

sources wU make possible this Educational wwmnwu_ﬁmA

mmsmm mmm‘dmﬁmwm waon -

ACT OF DEDICATION:

gHszemm IN THE NAME OF THE MbamMQ AND OF @mﬁ
80N, ASD 0T TUE 3OWY nm:mnﬂv VW2 DEDICATE
H&H BUILDIKG TO TuE ViOnSHIP OF GUD.

People: God is 2 spirit: and they that QOHnwuﬁ

- him mist worship wwa in spirit and in
truth,

MINISTER:WE DEDICATE THIS m:deHzm I0 THE PUR-
POSE OF CHRISTIAN FDUCATION: 70 THE
WORK OF THE CHURJE SCLOUL, TO ThE STUDY
OF THE SCRIPTTIPES, AWD 30 THE DEVELOP=-
MENT OF CHRICTILN nmbmsoamu,

_ People: ﬂwndmoo<mw ﬁﬁpqu mere written eforstime
were written: for our lcarning, FElessed
are they that hear the word of God,ond
keep it.

MINISTER:WE DEDICATE THIS BUTLLING TO TEE BROAD-.
ENTNG COF MENTAT. FORI4N% AFD T'E PETP-
ENING OF ZKOIILGD, 7447 TOUNG ARD OLD
MAY BE AWAKENED ANMD INFUSSED.

People: Thy word is a lemp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.

MINISTER:WE DEDICATE THIS RUILDING TO CERISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP AND TO RECKRATIUR OF MIKND
AND BODY,

People: Thow wilt show re the nath cf lifes 4n
www precauce i fullacss of jey; ot thy
right hand ave vlecsures wOﬂ evermore,

MINISTER:WE DZDICATE TUIIS PTISSING TO THOSE TASKS
AND AN T GRSCH TR cmxguﬁamz SERVES
HIS PLACY JRD TIHZ: T0O THE CANSE OF



A BRIEF HISTORY OF
ROCK CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH
FOR

HOMECOMING -October 7, 1984

Rock Chapel is the oldést Methodist Church in DeKalb County, Georgia.
In the year 1825, pioneers, who had moved iﬁto this area from Ehe eastern part
of Georgia and the Carolinas, built a log meeting house. -This place of worship
was located near the corner of g.rock mountain close to a spring, about two
hundred yards east of tﬁe brésent church site in Land Lot 195 of the 16thDistrict,
The name, Rock Chapel, was given to the church and the moun£ain.” Tﬁe‘church was
given the nickname "Soap Factory' becausé there was an old ‘ash hopper on the

premises.,

in January 1834, Joseph Ballenger Bond gave the Commfséioners of Rock
Chapel Church, Benjamin Carr and Joseph McGuffy, a deed to a parcel of land in
Land Lot i90 of the 16th District about two hundred yards due west of the
original s}te. On this land a frame church was built, approximately where Dr.
Bond's Monument now stands. This building was used for church and school, After
this structure burned in 187&, the schoo! was moved to another location and

another church was bullt near the present site. This building was sold to a

black Baptlﬁt congregation in !886,‘whén Rock Chapel members voted to build a

new and better church,

For this building, which is the sanctuary in use today, Edmund Lee gave the
vellow ﬁine timber. Members David B. Chupp, Tandy Y. Nash, Easom J. Bond,
Simeon Duncan and J. L. Chupp moved a sawmill to the pool near the site to
prepare the timber for use. Nathaniel Patch made the shutters, window.frames
and doors at his shop on Shoal Creek. T. L. St. John turned the altar ralls
and built the pulpit. The church was hui]eafin that yeaf, 1886; and tomplétéd
in 1887. It was dedicated November 7, 1887 by Bishop Key. M. L. Underwood

was the pastor and G. W. Yarbrough, presiding elder (presently calleé District



Superintendent.

The first addition of Sunday School rooms was made In 1923, when Walter
M. Twiggs was pastor, |In 1961, additional rooms were completed and the sanctuary

- renovated, at which time the pastor, W. 0. Dinkins fell from the scaffolding and

broke his nose,

The membership of Rock Chapel Church has never been very large. During the
Civil War the male membérship was reduced to eighteen. During slavery years the
slaves joined the church with thelr masters and they are listed as: Lee's Ransom,
Smith's John, etc. The names of sixty-one slaves are found on the membershlp
roll for 1858, Separate -services were usually held for them. Lee's Hannah, who
married 011lie Weaver,. remained a member after freedom, until her death in 1902,

She is buried beside her husband in a cemetery on the church grounds.

William F. Parks and Allen Turner were two of the first pastors. Although
there is no record, it is belieﬁed the church was on the Gwinnett Circuit at
this time. Dr. Yarbrough, in his history of Georgia, reveals that in 1848 his
father was sent to the Decatur Circuit, which embraced Rock Chapel on the east
and Mt, Gilead on the west. Later the church has been on Stone Mountaln, Lithonia,
Redan and Rock Chapel Circuits. Since 1974 Rock Chapel has been a station church

with-Thomas C. Tout as its full*tiﬁé pastor, 1974-1977.

¢

Preachers who enterea the ministry from Rock Chapel inciude: James W. Lee,
Roberf M. Wesley, Francfs Asbury.Ragsdale and Ira Newton Scott. Families who
helped the church in éarly years were: Chupp, Lee, Nash, Bond, McGuffy, Mitchell,
Ragsdale, Evans, Smith, Braswell, ét. John, Diamond, th1iips, Duncan, Corley,
White, Venable, Veal Wesley, McGuire, Anderson, Turner, CIe]and, Marbut, Johnson
and Starnes. Members from Rock Chapel helped to organize churches at Lithonia

(approximately 1860), and Redan; therefore, Rock Chapel ¢an be called the “mother

church'" for these two congregations.



In the cemetery adjacent to the church, many of the early pioneers are
buried, They not only worked to build the church but to serve the community
and state, as well, Veterans of all major wars since the War of 1812 rest in

the cemetery.

It is thought that the first camp meeting was held about 1840, but it is
known that this activity ceased during the Civil War. tn 1872, members decided
to rebuild the campground. The first meeting&was under é brush arbor, but
the following vear a large tabernacle was erected. Near the tabernacle, tents,
rough wooden structures, were bullt for worshipers, Singing, preaching and
eating were features of these meetings, Death, Hell and Judgment were popular
subjects for sermons. Tge céﬁp-meétinggjgere discontinued in 1902, The taber-
nacle reﬁained in use for Eevivals and special events in thg community until

1947. Since the old structure was declared unsafe, it was demolished,

Rock Chapel is proud of her heritage and hopes to continue to grow
spiritually upon this foundation. Under the leadership of Rev. E. Kenneth Kulp,
plans got underway to enlarge and improve facilities. [In March, 1982, the
vestibule floor was renovated. In August, 1983, the parsonaée on the church
premises was renovated, and our pastors have lived in Tt since that time. In
1984, steps to the upper level of the Activities Building were completed, and
clas;.rooms will be—finjshgd. Hopefully, we will grow spiritually as well as

numerically and necessitate more enlargements and improvements!

information concerning the period prior to 1957 was compiled from the writings

and collections of Joseph Bryan Bond{ 1872-1952). Courtesy of Mrs. Rachel S,

Sheppard,



MALE MEMBERS

Joseph B. Bond
William 0. lLee
Jacob Chupp
Green Diamond
Bartley Thomason
James McGuffey
James M. Griffin
Samuel Hamilton
Jno. €. Turner
Edmond Lee
Patrick Buchanan
Charles McGuffey
Joseph T. Bond
Joshua Coggins
Henry Mise(Mize)
Ned Hudgins
Jesse Warren
Henry Warren
Thomas Warren
Wm, B. Thomason
Whitmore McGuffey
Henry Weaver
Edward A. Turner
Young J. Marbut
John Boyd

James Morse
Jesse Wiggins
George Morse
Phillip Duncan
James T. Bond
James Thomason
James M, Evans
Zachary Alford
George Turner
Wm, P. Bond
Easom J. Bond
Francis M, Wellborn
Zebulon Swann
Robert Jason
William Arge
John Wiggins
Elijah Swan
Mansel Starnes
Alford Hudgins
Thomas Evans
Phillip McGuffey
James McGuffey
James Bradbury
Daniel Chupp
Wylie Graham

ROCK CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH ROLL - 1846

FEMALE MEMBERS

Sarah Bond

tucy Ann Lee
Elizabeth Chupp
Mary A. Dlamond
Matilda Bond
.Mary Thomason
Mary McGuffey
Elizabeth Griffin
Sarah Ann Lee
Catherine Lee
Rebecca Marbut
Amanda Mise(Mize)
Elizabeth Warren

.. - - - Rebecca Lee

Mary Johnson
Nancy Thomason
Mary Graham

Jane Wellborn -
Permelia Coggins
Rebecca Ann Lee
Martha lLee

Nancy Diamond
Catherine Hammond
Temperance Morse
Martha McGuffey
Elizabeth Davis
Lucinda Boyd
Centhy Higgins
Corsey Wiggins
Emely Duncan

Mary Ann Hammond
Sarah Ann Bond
Dicy Evans
Berthany Starnes
Mary F. Bradberry
Catharine Wellbonn
Arminia Thomason
Mary S. Veal
Sarah Griffin
Catharine Diamond
Mary Swan

Dicy Rutledge
Nancy Hudgins’
Matilda Graham
Martha Hudgins
_Catharine Owens
Mary Ann Owens
Emetine Diamond
Susannah Watts
Mary Watts -



ROCK CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH ROLL - 1846
(continued)

MALE MEMBERS FEMALE MEMBERS
James Swan Sarah Watts
Charles W, Griffin . Elizabeth Watts
H. H. Hudgens Mary E. Watts
William Rutiedge Mary Ann Wright
Marion Mise (Mize) Malinda Goddard

Jacob Samples
pavid Fiore

Matthew(?) Harmon
John Diamcnd
William M, Watts
John W. Watts
James New

SLAVES

CHURCH ROLL - 1846
ROCK CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH

Slaves joined the church also with their white masters. The following
were members in 1846:

Lee's Ransom
Marbut's Calebe
Maguire's William
Thomason's Daniel
Turner's Nancy
Turner's Henry
Lee's Dorcas
Chupp's Rebecca
Thomason's Luizy
Marbut's Jane — -
Diamond's Chanie

In the year 1858 there were 61 slaves who belonged to the church.
Among them was Hannah Weaver, who remained a member until her death in 1903.

Note: This was transcribed from an original list on which was wiltten the
following note: ''This paper was read at the Centennial July 29, 1925 by
Rev. F. A. Ragsdale.! ; : ' N

This is from the papers of Mr. Joe Bond (1872-1952), courtesy of Rachel
S. Sheppard. .
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HIBTORY OF ROGK CHAPRL METHODLST CHURGH
GQomplled by J. B. Bond, Septenber 1950

dometime in the yomr 18245, exact month and yesy not
known, vwhile some scobbering indions vere still around,
early sebtlers like Villiawm lee, HBen Gapr, William Gelifith,
Cherles lMoGuffey and others united and built 8 log meeting
hovse near o spring in Jlsand iot No. 195 near the Northwest
corner of a rook motntaln and both took the name af Hook
Ghavel, A niclwame of "Soap Factory” wes given tho meeting
house because an old time zeh hopper stood nesr 1t.

A Tew yonrs later Josaph B, Bond of Hall County bought
Land Fot No, 190 West of 195 snd moved on 1%, 1In S anua gy
1834 ba gave the Commissloners of Roak Chavel s deed to o
pareel of Tand Int 190 about 200 yards dve west of the
original site, most of which is now the cemetery,

On thia lot a frame church wae erscted shout vhere the
Dy, Bond Monument now stands, This building wae vsed fop
both chureh and sehool, In 1870 this building was burned.
The sohool wap moved to another loeabion and another shupch

- bullt near the present site. M™is building wes sold to

eslored Baptiet Church in 1886 when the conpresation voted
o bulld a4 now and bebbor churoeh,

Edmmd Lee vwho owned 2 lof of fine yellow plnes just
Baet of the mountain gave the timber and my father Fasom I,
Bond, David B, (hupp, Tandy ¥. Nesh, Simeon Duncan snd J. L.
Ghupp moved a pawmill to the vool neadr it end paved the
lurber which was staoked and dvied, D. B, Chupp had n planer,
The ohurch wap hulled in that yesr and finlshed in 1887 and
dedicated Hovemher Tth, by Bistop Key, M. L. !Underwond wan
the paestor and G, ¥, ¥Yarbough presiding elder, The Sunday
Sohool rooms were added in 1923, VWalter i, Twipes was the
pastori Roek Ghapel waes regarded s spirdtusl fountain of all
the sestion round sbout in the last century. The memberw
ship of the chursh has never been very large, from a low of
T5 to & high of 150,

In 1860 the Lithonis Cturoh was organized and many of
the leading mewbers transferred to that church, and the war
betvweer the states roduced the male members to only 18, In
the deys of slavery the slaves joined the church with their
mastors and thelr names are yrecorded as lees, Rewsom, Smithse,
John, etc. On the roll of 1858 we £ind the namesn of 61
sleves, generally separste services were held for them,

In the old daye Hymn books were very scarse. The
preacher would resd two lines and the songregation would
glng and they knew songs liket The 014 Ship Of Zion, How
Tedlous and Tasteless The Hours, Come ¥e Sinmers Foor and
Needy .

The Delalh Historical Society



From thip church James W, Lee Joined the Worth Gesrsia
Jonference and £1lled the highest pastorates in Zouthern
Mothodism, Robert M, Wesley Joined the South Georgls Con-
ference where he wag a falthriul soldler for meny yeors,
Frenels Asbury Regedale, a local preacher, served as a supply
for many years for several oirouits and merried more couples
and buried more people than sny men I kmow, Hie daughtor
Miwss Joan, Joined thies church here end is hnown all over Horth
Genrple ap a young pooples worker, Hmmdred of others have
gone from this ohupsh to make the world better, I will name
a few families whe have helved bulld & mood neme Toy Rock
Ghapel., Some did not belenpg to this chureh but helped it
morally and finenclally long agp, Ghupps Bond, Lee, Nosah,
HeGuffey, Wenley, Miohell, Remsdale, Bvane, Smith, Diamond,
Rraswell, 6%, Jobn, Piillips, Duncen, Coxley, White, Veal,
Veneble, Maguire and Andersoni I cenmot name those who aye
corrying on today. Williem P, Parks sand Allen Turner were
two of the firat pastors snd 1t in very likely that the
chuprch wes in the Guinetd Ciroult. We koow 4% wer in the
Becatur Girculs in 1848 and later in the Stene ounteln snd
then Iithonie and then Redan snd Roek Chapel.

How a vord ebout the campmeeting which made the name
famous. dust how long theme mestinge were held befare the
Olvil Wap is nob known, bub 14 must have been twenty years
or more but ceased during the war,

In 1872, Lasom Bond, Dr. ¥, P, Bond, Pavid Chupp, Dr,
Ghupp, Thomes Johmeon, Be B, Breswell, Jacob Braswell, Ruben
Evans, Nerdon ¥Wellborn, Dan WYengble and meny others robuilt
‘the csmpground, The First weeting was held undey a hrush
arbor, The next year a large tebernscle was bulli, Thess
mectings were groat oocaesionsn, AL ore of the “Orove Neote-
inge® my Tather ves beside s paléface youth, praying for
bim, whe was converted and joined the chursh, He later was
the Dre J. W, Leo menticned ebove, At thewe meetings mournors
voye oalled to como to the alter and knesl in the straw while
¥arion Wellhorn and my fother led in singings "I Will Arise
and Go Te dJesus", "I Am Bound For the Fromised fand," “We
Have Fathere Over Yonder", ete, Jobn W. Ozmer, Tendy ¥, Weash,
end Te A, Bagsdale wore mighty men of preyer at these meete
ings. Oftentimes Yips, Rachel Norton, Mre. Rosn Vensble end
ethers would shoud the lord's pralpes, :

- For warious reseons the campmestings were di seontinued
in 1902 end tents removed, The tabernacle was repatped snd
used for revival osolebrations, feirs, ete, snd wes torn
down in 1947,

- Among the prominent preschers we recall who preasched
from 168 pulpld wers: Bishop A. G. Haypood, Bishop W. A,
Gandler, Hishop Varvin Frenklin, eonducted a weeks revival
in bis early mimistry, H, H. Parks, W, 7. Glenn, O, A,
Evana, G, W, Yarbro; J, B, Robins, W. D, Anderson, W. ¥,
Quillian, Elam Dempsey, J. ¥W. Quiilian and others on the
roll of pastors who hage served the church sinee 1900, Ve
find He M. Btrozier, J. 8. Sapnington, J. 4. OQuillien, ¥W. P.
King, Marvin Williams, W, ¥, Twiggs, J. De Milton, Fred
Guinn, Young Oliver, Rembert Sisson, KA Xillotb, J. V. Hawks,
Allen Momtgowery, Peul Wohlgemuth and others.

The Daltath Wistorical Snciety



MEMRERS OF ROCK CHAPRL SETHODIST CHURIE
JANUARY 18t, 1903

Keaom J, HDond
David B, Chupp
farah Lee '
Thomas L. Bh, John
Follie W, Dond.
Smitha 0, Bond
Payy Js Chupp
Pleanant G, flagedals
Franels Napedale
Tendy ¥, Naeh
¥nllle Waah

James Fowell

“Penelope Howell

aptha Johnpon
Riize Bragwell
ieline Helker

- enarius Balley

Fraveis Gorley
Ineinds Chupp
Joaasph Starnes

Hathanial Patoh

“lizabeth Pateh
teey Phippa

o Transie A, Ragedele

Oheries Sexton

- Hary Sexton

Seorgs She Johm

/'Attiaws Yo Hond
enrgs Re Hond
Iy T ¥ limsh

Iundle Waeh

. Gemhes 1, Dond

"l Ee Blaks

« uele Hamnah

Hannah Yeaver, Jolored

Orogie Hunt

Jonn Davis

Elle J. Johuason
Merse Jobneon

'Zrm He Hond

William A. Bond
Daviﬂ Boqu
ﬁ@ﬁiﬁl e DBomd
Bea Blankenship

Viaslla 3lankenahip

Berry Loe
James R, fee

‘doe B Nond

Waehington Pields
Flgzmbeth Flelds
Annla-ﬁeaucham

, dames H, 56413

John Lee
A. (s Beasvoham
e Beauacham

56,
5T «
56
59

107 4
108,
100,
110,

Saliie Ghup
dJane Hitchell
Tom Mitehell
Wonley Mitchelld
Nenoy Mitohell
Malinda Varbut
Blle Sauldin
Blizabeth Wash
Re Lo White
Sara bhite
Deanlel VYenabls
Hoon Venghle
Mary Jane Wenley

, Jamesn Veoks

Fupenisa Weols
Joe Widby
Hawy Wnldoy
Mary Weldrop
Fary Weawver
Walter Wemver
Ha A, Wenvesr
Sallie Tuyner
Horalie Yade

y Eq Ha Hoade

I'ff“B*' Ee i Wads

« William Ceprinb

Dare Gogeins
tartin Tihvldse

, John Hammook

Thomas Tee

- WMllie fee
- Mayy Patoeh

Dunbar 28 toh

. Weltnn Patoh

Fletaher Pateh

AYnrlila Rewan o

Mary Regsdale
Gindy Snead |
T, P F’B@Xﬁan
Jomes 1, Flelda
”‘i qu ﬁt“%‘:&'tﬁ'ﬁ’l
Fary fte Joln

Jobn Gts Joun

Jamep 3h. John
David St. Johm
Rosane St. John
davie St, Jobmn

. John Smith

Miemourl Smith

5 Blrds 5%, Joln -

Della St, Johm
T fq Tapsdale
FA1la Wash
Pemmite Mitechell
Tallula Voore

The Deldlb Historical Socioty



111,
iz,
113,
114,
115,
116,

119,
120,
121,

123.
J;Sa:)a
124,
.12 e
1206
127
104,

129.
130,

];5 i'g

152,
55,

Gaorgs Venablic
Ine Vengble
Gharley White
Hamon il te
Floy YWhite
Indle White
Manle Wash
Uora Phibos
Bilis P hipns
Barse Respsdale
%ﬁiﬁﬂ:%h%y
Bmmg, ha ley
Toofva
dJene Williane
L1z Brooks
Hinnle Srooks
Jinmle Halley
Gorea JD”PiﬂE
faliie Uopgrive
lﬁlumn (b Civm
Dosle Glnn
Wama Gorley

Hosle Traadwell

W11 ame

e veialh i

i{§é¢é

t J{hd:\j. l‘;f.
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PASHOLS OF ROCK CHAWEL, MREFHOLLST CHORCH

4

ﬂ1325 (1] 184GWWQJUP&TKH and HLlen Tuener are the only two known,

18467 B dnekson and Pl whltlay

AB47-AKay ond Teh.Spoes,Tv.
18488 . W. Varbrovgh and . »Hinbon
1849-3 30 Yarbrovgh end Awmbﬂﬁnn
1.850-N.8mith snd A.Neese
1851 -0 Bl ond J.Bedentell
1L.852=Richard Lane and J.%.0won
16?3mJazaDnvjﬁs and V.. Watts

LR Qe o 1Ls Tid g

1h6R=Albert Gray ,
1856-A1Bed Dorman

1657 ~F ees Mo Armatrong

165059 Newdaygate B.Ousley

1560-Thonas T.Arnold

1861-T . [1. Mashburn

1862=G.Bricht  and J.ti.Gowrey
LE0R-B. VL BT L ans

1364-0.5.Menns _

1B65-Fohn T.ornan and YieA.Todge

1366-67-. A.Dodge

1669~ Willlem A.Florence
1870;Albarﬁ Greay ;‘ . . "-u:;

1871mMaWeArnolﬂ_anQ W. R Branhan

1872w Wardlaw




§o S e b , Fogo &
r P Pastows of Rock Vhapel

;i - LBYTB=Crod o Pearea and 7.8 Godfroy ‘ , . o
A 1876-Tahn A.Reynolds
. 10777811 Smish ' )

1879801, 1 Lo T Lo

1881-82-4 .0, Quillian

3 iaa?quTaﬂﬁm1lﬁ0ﬂ |

: } . e ; . o ‘A ’
T 1654“0)Whmoﬂry&u. ' o
aof ' " Y

S - 1886-87-M. 1. Underwood (fetter)

b :
g 1LO8B-T o 53T Bawwel ] Sl
e '

R 1089-¥ 4. Parks ;

" |

1

Hmﬁmp._ 1890-G.K.Gulllian +{wife dled.hshes lie in our cemetery)

[ 1891020 2. St pe-

5"," '

L 1893040, Himnons ‘
’!.f;‘"

| 1894-~95-96=C .1, Puttil Lo

Vi'j} 1.897 -k Ho Bakes

' 1.898--99-3 . T. Lowe :
1900-R. P Marhyn |
1901~02-H. M. Stwozlier. -
1903%-04-T 8D Sapplington. o ' R !;t
1go5mg6mo7@08m3QA@Quiilian | | | Rt
3009-10-11-02-. 0. % ny
1913%-14=15-Maryin Wi lLisas
19164?41e Grunnd ehsm

LOLY G WaBoTrett
1918w19%3@HmA111$9ﬁ'
1920mﬂomaﬂlmakweléd

_19?3m“”n?)m?ﬂmwamgﬁwiggﬂ: N
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1927 N {=Trank 12 n BERY
19255 o N Lnng) oy
L 294 DMilton
19%0-Young A.OL1Lves
105132, L Davin

1903 ~Rembert Bi&son
193841 M. Davidaon
1935-Naal Mchennon
1950~ 4T ~Fred Ginn ﬂrﬂf;vavr
LY3ET .1, Peok
1G5 =Re W WlLiobt

1940-31.5.Robertagon

.....

L944-W.Castieiakland

1945-46-A11en Da.biontgomory

1947 =00 C o PRillipd and Paul YVoblgowath

1948-Paul. Wohlgenuih
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Ho hhat daba.
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1861650 oho, WY arhpough zgpu?

186H-F . BaFayae I92?m : Tlom Dewpaoy
1867 -1 d > Adems 19%1-32-Nath Thompson
18687 . LR lerce 193300« (Bobh) Tylox

1869 70~ 108G Hoypood 19%4-35=-30-37-Walloce Hogord

PS4 Wl Potbor 1.038-30= 40 AL Ma Bullivan .o
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T _—dﬁﬂaﬂ_ﬂ r—_aw G—S gﬂgg g——aﬂmﬂw m,_—ﬂﬂ.
/ind may we find in [y great eaara_pa
W * ach uame vecorded for Ctevnity.

(50 bless the strangers gathered in our p—

! Liouety perhaps, and fav from home they need

E 1tie blegsed comfort of thewe Hather's house,
W . IThe profleved bread of fife on which to feed.

;. £ G bleos the oue who bre propounds [y truths,
- Beinhis heart gpeak through the words he speaks,

I'hat every listening, eager one may find

1'he wisdom and the comfort that e secks .

HAud when at {ast, the benediction 8aid,
Ea@ wego. %553& Tov the daye ahead.

G\J

M':me;»u%»,&x;;;m%w =} |
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ONE HUNIRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
ROCE CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1950

10:15 A, M. SUNDAY SCHOOL

11: 00 A. M. INTERMISSION

11:10 A« M. MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

PRELULE PLANIST

EYMN MAll Hail the Power® PAGE 164

PRAYER PASTCR

HYUN "There is a Fountain® PAGE 140~
ANYOUNCEUENTS

RESFONSIVE READING Second Reading PAGE 581

CYAERING

TUROLOGY

FERION DR. EDWARD G. MACKAY

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
DECATUR--OXFORD DISTRICT

EYMN NHow Firm a Foundation"
(Second Tune) FAGE 315

BENEDICTION.

1206 Py il DINNIER-ON~THE-GROUND

Aok ok o oK oo o K oK ok o ok 6 K K ok Kok K oK oK 3K ok 3K Bk 3K K R KoK ok oK K oK 3K 2% 3K 3k ok o o oK Kok ok
2510 P M AFTERNOON PROGRAM

HYMN "Paith of Our Fathers® PAGE 256
HISTORICAL SEEICE

ROLL CALL OF FIFTY-.SEVEN YEARS AGO

HYMN "ow Tedious and "Tasteless" PLGE 349

THE CHURCH TODA

ADIRESS REV. H. A, McNIEL, PASTOR

LITHONIA METHODIST CHURGH
SHORT TALKS (Time Permitting) OTHERS
HYMN "God Be With You" PLGE 557
BENEDICTION.

e e ok ok o K o o s i 3 3 SfEie s o e ok e e o S SRk s sk o oK R Sk st o ofe oK ok G Mtk ok 3K R R 3 o
On thig, the one hundred and tweniy-fifth

anniversary of Rock Chapel Ew wodist Church. the
paster, on btehaif of his fan!ly and the manbsrs of
the church, wishes to extend o our many frisnds a
most cordial welcome. It is cur hope that this day
wiili prove a blessing %o each of you. We avs giad
that you could be with us on this great oucasion,

We would alst ilke to acknowledge ur indsbiedunsss
to those who helped to mzke our program pussibie.

Hod o e kYL R ek o L ¥k JHunter J. Bassett
6 e sfe s 3 SRk s H e o sl Mol 0 leafe o ke ok ot Moo ok 3k 0 SRk ¥ e e e e skl ok ok el e K ok ks ok sk

"] was glad when they said unto me,

Let us go into the house of the Lord,"
~Psalm 122:1

DE KALB COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY



—
e e T e
e S

—— ————
—~——

R e S /——"-—4

i e
—

-
—

=N

%% —
////ﬂﬁmgi____

\Vw\..\ ,.\....,.,“.,INF.L. . 4 .
FU / .*.& \\ rA\ﬁarU\ﬁun.an\\err\

d\\\ el 5 Phots

W E\«_wax_\:f

!ﬁ} [ ele?/__/ /
\/MW\._\), St g, G \_ m

Ly .»J.:/

doi )



\
)
|
G
w
I~
B

o]
QNQ e &Nfaﬁx\_
M oA, dasF CAsp et

od
.~>;,

(£ i
—_ Ve ks AL
7 et “_
l .,. - |
AL
r
N\
957
Kt Qﬁ.\ N\\?hn\u“ﬁ\\ = ol /
Lt i =
Methse .
T
=
==

ar jg

‘—74-(’\-‘ '\/}/-D

(/V’*L_LDE‘*’?*"D
e N eaD
/?’\b"?d’_p

)"”‘("m iy

—nNGEER e

\Qg Bt e IR

77
T

_J



TYETIL,

= i e T

e e e e e e s e T

I R

]




8L/ Lpog )
A7 40

{\H\.“\Q)\I\lﬂ;\\ I.PN.\\W\\\ N\.UM

%%&\vﬁ reg U

\\UQ\PJJJ J\\UQK
)
(—
5 &o%i%

1 )
LY Sk







(0L £ v

.5 “Lgl ] #

o~ D

N e e i M R

P

25 TLEL] 1 @

P )\.ﬂ "—w Lnty ﬁ,é e /\/\ «R,e_y\_;"

of “Reck  Ehepel

/}/L . ‘{/Lup c;t I\G\%_ | (-f'.i\f-t//cl\

Q







.\,w = 2 oy r QM_\\&_
( § !
.. SSTD  SIIeTS v P aA

, 5 s NaY
s .m%b,%b L ) 4

XS —un#
| o TIPS iRV
/.nrﬂ\.VNI.U bﬁﬂ.\ﬁ\%.v.u.ﬁ “}/.r\..\.m_\ﬂ

Y7~y L= F 2/

m oAy |
| | 2 o= X2 Mﬁ ﬁ
Y

w ﬂ!..w,..\/d.lj MV\H!«.\.V\J\U .‘ u:j\.\!«., : _‘

i e ) |.JNQ.A O\IN \@Ju 7
\.\M.;NJMY\U = ,@.N\ ni.R\ a\r\w\ﬂ\ﬁu\

gt gy gey  — ek VA

A gy i b 0 o




R PR e v o

ﬁh\ﬂm e . e .mn\\__.._ Tvr«w“ﬁ\n.[ %N\m\%_‘jm\ Nr.n‘hrt.,\.. G\ < ?r&/\&\G w )
/M ITCHE e Aot M T ehee ﬂ v, Lerkifan 4 J 2
. xaﬁm aaale [P v

\
Nk Brrgorw).- w;\ssa ﬁ\,ffJHaQS, bee b )

,/Be,. TeM e




Ll F*, P~

H U A e T W
/""7;}1{7 o o

]
T~

\

56

oW YT LV ‘7[

pre &
[4

VY YUY FVY T

‘774’?-»\%?

—7}"-{4"]7 #‘u’? .[/1/'

e S T -

e e T e e e

2084

N\ 4 a o
A
7

E

\
\
|

17,/ i U]

RGeS M

= ﬁxfé;/—fé{

sl

ey

~ Y
~ Ny
= NS S L
~T T L 7~
T - /
TN
o T i
)
/Y




MVT.(_

_5\..

“7“ e
Ay P T
e~ - \

e
+
3 M

g

b i £ PR g

el leAre Livd~ Chueg

|.m/ L] ,\.r..ﬁr\w z .N!rm.v .T..v nﬁu wm nwl = 1 o . )
9 / e o 1, PA NPOM\PV\}“.?

Sevarnghewe Collectna



H#=
| FF9
.
o

WL
M\J.\A\wlN
. A |
s

2
o 2
e bpi
L A 22N %DN\\ *
e
Bl



l, Easom J. Bond

- Lbevid B Chupp

+ Ssrah Les :

ty Thomse L.+ £t. John

5, Mollie &, Bond

o+ Emithe E. Bond

o« Mery . rﬁnﬁv ;

Plessant ¢, Ragsdale

Francis hagsdale

O+ Tandy Y. Nash

$ 1 .Huw»wm Nach
smes Howell -

; mmdauou¢ wosmww

- artha Johnson -

; hwﬁum_ w mmeH.

Demz w»ﬁm
- Franels C ﬁwmw
.w;m»mpm.msﬁﬂﬁ :
_memvw_Lﬂmadmm
‘_zmammumww 3T

 _,wm¢am¢ R, momm
s, H.-. % .Mn- .E'me
.Hm_wndnam zmmv

38. .C Hrm..TM._E Hun .ﬂ
7. John Davis

38, Ella nqtmnwwunn

3., Plerce Johnson

40, Ira &, Bond :
41, %Williem &, moaﬁz
42, rm4un,moam

43. Daniel &, ‘Bond

44, Ben mwmnxmnnwwﬂ .
45, Vicells mumuwwsmSWﬁ
46. Berry Lee
47. James R, wnc
.mmv.qom B, monn

\\mu. mmamm h. nwmuw
52. John Lee
_mﬁ‘ Wunum rwwﬁnwma

._mdww Mauldin
63, .vammamnﬁ asmw
m.m.m..._”mv.dm. rw&.ﬂm i
86. Danlal Venszble

u_qwomu amumea :

mﬁn&- nowa&wmu

4@0 z,o brn -,GM”.QQH;

7. fellie Turnser

78, Hercia liadé
79. B. He Yade -
80. ¥rs. &, H. Wade
81. Willlsm Coggins
82. Sara Coggins
83, Hartin Lthridge
84, John Hemmoeck

85+ Thomas Lee
_mm. ﬂmwwum Lee

Dunbar Pateh
Heaa wmwnw




THE ROCK CEAFEL METHODIST CHURCH WISHES T0
EXPRESS ITS APPRECIATION TO THE FOLLOWING:

NMr.S. Walter Peabody,sr.......Architéétural-Wofk,.

Nr.0tis JomeS..eeesessevessss.Initial Contractor
Voman's Society of Christian Servicé,éommunion Table

Mr.Wm.C.Davidsﬁr{----.;.......'..Electr'ic{Stove“ iy

Henson Furniture'Compény......Refrigefafbr

GIVEN BY:

Consolidated Quarries
Pulpit Furniture

Mrs.E.U.Guest
Pulpit Lighting

M. and Mra.Fred Ginn
¥ics Vera Flunkett
Punch Fowl Set

- "IN MEMORY OF: _

- W.A.Bond -

E.U.Guest

Nrs.Floy Gdin

Wiomen's Society of Christian Sefﬁicer

Sanctuary FPicture

Mrs.I.M.étarr;Jr.’ :
Altar Set - 3

'PEWS

Inman Ragsdale Family
5 " -

H.0.McLendon Family
His Children

4

VMrs.Frank Alford
Mrs.E.M.Johnson

R.Inman Ragsdale

Rev.F.A.Ragsdale
J.5.Cupp Family

Byron Mitchell

Mr.and Mrs.Nelson Servinghaﬁs 5f.)

Their Children

Mr.anders;Herman'Hitcheil -Maf&'Ffanéés and

7'Thgir Daughfefé"ﬁ

Children of Wesley .

Hamilton Veekes |

'M_rs.J.T.Nash

Her Son and Daughter

Evie King Plunkett

_ Mary Darby Jordon

Vera Plunkett and
Fred Ginn Family
Their Grand-Chrildren
Given §1‘

Jean R.Chapmeh and
Irene R.Jenkins

Their Children

- Weekes Fomily

, Charles C.Rogers
Milton Wesley Thompson
Myrtice Mitchell
Eddleman and
Gus Eddleman .

W.D.Mitchell Family

Emma Mitchell Bond

Wm.A.Bond -

Joseph Thurman Nash

. Genie Haney King

Henry L.Plunkett

Lemma Robinson Darby
_Ginn Family and

Henry and Lois
Plunkett e ,
Mr.and Mrs.J.A.Kiﬁg

In Honor Ofs

Mattie Ozmer Ragsdale

0la Sorrow King and
J.Ledford King

e |
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& ‘{Rock Chapel Sefs -
~ Dedication Service -
 Sunday, Sept. 24 -

_Rock Chapel Methodist Church |

~ Church was organized and many

\

Y
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Sunday afternoon, Sept. 24 at]
3:30 p. m. Bishop John Owen
Smith will dedicate the recently’
completed educational plant of

on the Redan-Rock Chapel Charge
in the Decatur-Oxford Distriet. |
Rock Chapel is one of the old- ‘a
est churches in the Lithonia area.|
The exact date of founding is \
1

S

unknown, but present records
show that in the year 1825 the
members met to build a“meeting
house” on lot no. 195 near the
northwest corner of a rock moun-
tain. Both the mountain and the
church were later given the name
“Rock Chapel.”

The 1858 membership roll in- |-
cluded 61 slaves. They were the q
property of Rock Chapel mem-|g
bers, but usually worshipped at =
separate services. Many of thej”
slaves are buried nearby. -

In 1860 the Lithonia Methodist | 5

of Rock Chapel’s leading mem-
bers transferred to that church.
The present sanctuary was built
in 1887 and on Nov. 7 of that year
Bishop Key dedicated it..-
Rock Chapel Church invites its|®
friends, former members and pas-|
tors to join them on Sunday af- |7
ternoon Sept. 24 in a service of |’
dedication to mark another mile- |-
stone .in its long and illustrious
history. e . L
_W. M. O. Dinkins, pastor. 1
’l 4 (bl r————
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