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latinum-selling recording artist
Oleta Adams and jazz violinist Ken
Ford will be serenading the Rev.
Cymthia L. Hale at a big bash celebrating
her 25ih year of ministry on Ang. 13.

Hundreds of officials,
wellwishers and mem-
bers of the Ray of Hope
Christian Church, where
Hale is senior pastor and
founder, are expected at
the ¢ p.am. event at the
Atlanta Marriott Mar-
quis hotel in downtown  OJera Adams
Atlanta,

Hale, a dynamic preacher, entered the
ministry in 1979 and six years later, the
Disciplines of Christ Church tapped her
to develop its first predominantly Afii-

gan-American church in south Delalb

County.

She arrived tn Decatur in late 1985
and started Bible study with four people
in her tiny Evans Mill Road apartment.
Eighteen years later, The Ray, as the
church is fondly called, has grown to
7,500 members.

The ordination celebration, titled
“Celebrating 25 Years in Ministry, Living
on Purpose,” is apt.

During her ministry, Hale has lived
and directed her congregation to live
purposeful lives. For Hale, community
goes way beyond the church’s Snapfinger
Road campus.

“We are called to transform our world,

Hope Church, entered the ministry in 1979.

to share with others the joy that God has
s0 graciously given us,” she says. “We
will be transforming our world by trans-
forming the lives of others.”

Under Hale’s leadership, the Ray of
Hope established the Hope Clinic, which
provides health and dental care, food and
clothing to impoverished residents of
South Georgia, and church members have
been on missions to Jamaica and Africa.

But it has not been an easy walk for

Pastor Cymthia h.. ﬁ&ﬁ \a&x&mw of Ray of

th anniversary fete to be a Hale affair

Hale, a charismatic leader whom church
members call “genuine,” “the joy bring-
er,” and “the passionate one.”

When she got out of seminary school
at Duke University, established churches
didn’t want her for their pastor because
she was a woman. She tells the story of
being passed over by a 25-member church
in Greensboro, N.C., who picked an un-
trained barber over her.

When she arrived in South DeKalb
to start The Ray, pundits predicted she
would fail.

But God had a different plan for her.

“I was going to be happy with a con-
gregation of 200,” Hale says, “but God
really used me.”

From the pulpit, the 6-foot Hale cuts
an imposing figure. But church members
talk about the heart in her ministry and
how much she laughs, hugs, preaches and
teaches.

Those qualities have helped Hale’s
ministry grow.

“When there is excitement and joy in
the place,” she said, “people want to be
part of it.”
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Pastors

Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Hale, Senior Pastor
Rev. Trunell D. Felder, Associate Pastor

Ministers

Rev. David Hodge, Minister of Christian Education
Rev. Ransey O’Daniel, Minister of Youth

Rev. Steven Wilhite, Minister of Music

Rev. Kenneth Henry (One of the founding members)
Rev. Terrance Robinson

Minister Linelle Ruffin

Mimister Cheryl Underwood
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Ray of Hepe Christian Church
2778 Spapfinger Road

Decatur

770-696-5100

Dr, Cynthia L. Hale, who has been in ministry
for 24 years, is the founding and senior pastor of the
Ray of Hope Christian Church in Decatur. The
church reports an active membership of 3,500 and an
average of 2,000 in worship each Sunday. Ray of
Hope, recognized in 2001 by a national protestant
rating system as being among the “300 Excelient
Protestant Congregations,” strongly emphasizes social
involvement and encourages members to register and
to vote in all elections. Among its many activities for
‘members are a basketball league and a fitness
program, ‘

Over the years, Ray of Hope has continued to
expand its membership. It outgrew a former property
on Rainbow Drive four years ago and moved into the
former home of New Birth Missionary Baptist
Church on Snapfinger Road. The church has an
active music ministry and spearheads social events
and concerts throughout the year.

—

Fraz,



