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ictuary, school expansion

h, residents at odds over g@%ﬁm

e

erty aton a hill above Silver Lake may mark

bamith@aie.com the widest point in the growing split
between the church and many residents in

A gquarter-century ago, Larry Danese the north Delalb neighborhood.

used to walk across the street on Sundays Danese said the rift opened long ago.

o altend mass at Our Lady of the Assump- “Twenty years ago, it wasn't uncommnen

tion Church. io s2e a lot of people walking to church on
Today, he’s suing his former parish. Sunday,” said Danese. “You don't see that
The split didn't happen overnight. But anymore.”

Dianese’s suil {o block construction of 2 Insiead, residents complain about the

shi-story steeple on the 9-acre church prop-  noise, the dust kicked up by dump trucks

KEITH HADLEY / Stai
i the Assumipiion Church has generatad m@:%m@_fm alboul noise, dust from dump trucks and runoit,

rolling through the neighborhood and the
runoff caused by construction of a new
sanctuary and a two-room expansion of the .
existing church school.

Church represeniaiives complain that
the parish has been subjected to an exces-
sively long ihree-year delay because of zon-
ing disputes and court fights by the neigh-
bors, simply to get approval for a sanctuary
large enough for weddings and an
expanded day care facility.

Alfter numerous hearings and court
oroceedings, the neighbors lost their fight
against the church’s expansion. Danese’s
lawsuit, which was rejected in Superior
Court, is being appealed.

This chirch-neighborhood conflict in
Silver Lake may be noisier than others, but
it is symptomatic of many metro Atlanta
churches whose congregations are more
likely now to be dispersed across the city
rather than lving in neighborhoods near
their home parishes. That can make the
church seem like an intrustion 8 neighbor-
hood residents.

Danese, who left the church years ago
over a separate issue, said many in Our
Lady of the Assumption’s congregation
appear to come from outside the
neighborhood, “due largely to the fact that
kids grew up and'moved on to other
places.”

Those children have left behind the
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