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'here does one go when

#'s not enough roomin the’

e of God?
3 some members of Our
' of the Americas Catholic
.ion, it’s the front hall. For
18, it's the parking lot or
10 the door at the side of
witding,
s Archbishop Wilton D,
wory celebrated the fast
irmation and Mass at the
ch's current loeation in
ivitle last Sunday, families
ned from a hot, erowded
1 outside the overflow-
anctuary. Parents fanned
-tired children while wip-
their own sweaty hrows,
seen short naps, older men
d at a sereen that showed
t was happening inside,
1 a sanetuary built te seat
it 400, a typical Mass at
church, & former ware-
ie on New Peachtree Road,
1t easily bring in double
munber, foreing some
1bers out of the pews,
ut Sunday would be the
service anyone from this
anic congregation would
-to watch on a television.
he Archdiocese of Atlanta
benght the mission, a for-
Assembly of God church
603 Lawrenceville High-
in Lilburn for $4 million,
rding to Maureen Harty,
inistrative assistant at the
ion.
It's the realization of a
m that our parishioners
- had for a long time/
Rev. Fernando Molina~
repe of the mission said.
are was always this desive
| new church so we could
srate our falth”
long with the church
iing itself, he sald, the
ionwill have about 8 acres
pand into,
arty said Molina-Re-

oz )t

strepo had raised $1 imiliion
in the past nine months in
an ongoing effort to fund the
new-chureh project,

> "We couldn't get the money

fourselves] that quickly”
Hatty said,

The mission will continue
to raise funds to pay off the
mortgage through -a project
called “Our Legacy of Faith)”
Harty sald,

The first Mass at the
church’s new Gwinnett Coun-
ty home will be Friday, -

The Doraville mission’s ex-
pansion has mirrored the hy-
pergrowth of metro Atlanta'’s
Hispanic - community. More
than 381,190 Hispanies live in
the metro area, according to
2004 census figures,

And most are likely Catho-
lic,

According 1o the Wash-
ington-based United States
Conference of Cathelic Bish-
ops, 39 percent of Cathelics
in this country are Hispanic.
Additionally, about 4,000 U.S.
parishes have Hispanic minis-
tries, and more than s afth of
all U.S, parishes have mostly
Hispanic members.

Qur Lady of the Americas
Catholie Missior plays a criti-

cal rate in the Latino commu-,

nity, offering programs to aid
the homeless and provide re-
ligious education and English
classes, church officials said.
The mission is named in
honor of Cur Lady of Gua-
dalupe, the patroness of the
Ametricds, whe is helieved
to have appeared to Mexlcan
peasant Juan Diego on Dec.
12, 1531, ‘and dnspired mil-
lions of Latinos to convert to
Christianity, Juan Dlego was
later beatified, A chapel in St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome has
beendedicatedinhonor of OQur
Lady of Guadalupe.
Colombia-born  Molina-
Restrepo has said he thinks
the connection has drawn
many Hispanics to the mis-
sion. He hopes to work out a
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The Rev, Fernantlo Molina-Restrepo speaks Sunday, the ﬂnal day for services at Our Lady of the Americas Catholic Misston's
Daravilie quarters, Masses In the Doraville sanctuary, a former warehouse, regularly drew double its 400-person capacity.

Archblshop Witton D, Gregory touches followers' heads with holy

water during confirmation en Sunday.

deal with local transportatlon
,companles to provide service
"to the church in Lilburn, The
Doraville sie is. close o a

MARTA station,

“1t will be a Httle bit chai-
lengmg,butpeoplewﬂlcome
he sald.

Standiug at the edgk of the

ing lot, Darlene Zet, 25, of
Doravllle said she plans to re-
main a member, But she added
that the distance will inake it
more difficult for some,

“My husband ean drive us,
but alot of people I know walk
here” Zet said,

Sonia Sagredo, 31, who lives
in Doraville and is originally
from San Luis Potos{, Mexico,
hasbeen amember of the mis-
sfon for three years, Despite
the crowding, she said shé was
sad to hear about the move,

“I would never change
[congregations] though she
added in Spanish, "I will al-
ways come here?

Molina-Restrepo said the
mission had hoped to stay in
the area, but the land costs
were toc high. He said some
work needs to be done on the
Gwinnett church, and wor-~

shippers have readily pitchy
in to do landscaping ar
cleaning,

All the Masses now are
Spanish, but Molina-Restrej
hopes to Include at least o1
English Mass in the future,
well as education programs.

Healso wants to add stain
glass to make the church mo
traditional.

Children danced and mar
achi music played as membe
of the congregation celebrati
the move in the back of the o

- mission after Sunday’s Mass

“We're so happy we're g
ing to have areal church,” Mi
lina-Restrepo sald, “I'd like
say we feel blessed tobe here

, And he expects the chug
to grow even more. But aft
all the effort to find a larg
church, he hopes that grow
spurt wen't come too sooen.

church’s smatl front park-



