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HISTORY

New-liope Church was constituted in the year of iour Lord 1788 by Rev.

John Newton with William Hodge and David Adams elders. . In 1789 William

Luckie was received as an elder from Long-Cane Church, Abbeville, S.C. |
In 1790 Robert Cowden and David Ewing were ordained as
s Newton. In the same year (1790) William Appleby and James Leaper were
received as elders from Big—Spriné Church, Cumberland Coe., Pa.,. At this

time the church |comsisted of about sizty (60) members in full communione

|
i Rev John Newton died in 1796 and the chfirch was left w1thout a pastor for the(u
|
|

next two yearss; but was occaslonally supplied by Reves Rrancls Cummins, D.D.
and Rev John Springer,r In_l79§ the church obtained one half of the Labors
of Rev. William Montgdﬁery who continued to minister to the church until the
close of the year 1810, during which time William Fergus and Samuel Woods
[ )were ordained elders. ' About the year 1803 durin? the ministry of Reve
! William Montgomery the'church consisted of at least one hundred andleighty'
(180) communicants but was @oon afterwards greatly reduced by emigration
to Jackson Co. of this state and to the Duck-River purchase in Tenneeseeo.
After the reugval

wholly destitute!of preaching until 1823 when she secured one fourth of

the labors of Reve John S, Wilson who supplied the church two years. o
Durlng his ministry the church which had been previously reduced to eleven: ;j
members, was enlarged by the addition of more than thirty new communicants.',ﬁ

January 3lst 1824 Rev. John S. Witson ordained Alexander Human and Samuel = = i

3
P \)WOOdS jun elders.

In 1825 David Haslit supplmed the church, and in 1826 Rev. James Gamblee.

Newtt Rev. Joseph Y. Alexander preachod to the church from the beginning of
'i‘ 1827 to the close of 1830 during which tim e Cole.Samuel Groves and David
Evans Esqr, were ordalned elders. During 1833 & 1834 the church enjoyed

the ministrations of Revs Henry Safford. From that time ﬁntil‘Jén;‘1836-ﬁ

elders by Rev. John &
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.of Mr. lMontgomery in 1810 the church was left almost ' '/
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the church was destitute, when Rev., H.C. Carter began to preach to her and

continued during that year. Sometime in this year (1836) Benjamln W. Woods

was ordained an elder by Reve H.C. Carter stated supply. In 1837 & 1838
Rev. James F.VW. Freeman preached one fourth of his time.
The records of the Bession of this church up to the year 1838, if any

were kept, hav: been irrecoverably lost.
: !

| SESSIONAL RECORD
October 7, 1838,
Session met_pﬁd was condtituted with prayer. Members present- Rev. J.F.WL
Freeman - Mod. and A. Human, S. Groves, D. Evans and B.W. Woods elders. |
Groves H. C%rtledge was examined on experimental religion and received

into the communion of the church. Closed with prayer,
‘Samuel Groves, C.Se

The same day G.H. Cartledge was baptised upon.the public profession of

his faith in Christ.
Oct. 7, 1838,

Night Session met again and was constituted with prayer. Members present

as above, Hlizabeth W. Cartledge and Sarah L. Groves were examined on

experimental iety amd received in the communion of the ﬁnu?Cho Closed

with prayer. Samuel Grovesy, C.S.
The same ni ht B.W. Cartledge and S.L. Gpoves made a public profession

of their faith in Christ and thé former was baptized as am adult.
March 3rd. 1839

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Rev. :
H, Safford, Mod., and A. Human, S.lGroves, D, Evans and B.W. WO0ds elders.
Ned, a colored man belonging to James Thompson Sen. was examined and re-
ceived into the communion of the éhurch. Closed with prayer.

Samuei‘Groves, CeSe
The same dny lled was baptised as an adult on profession of his faith in

Vi o
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June 1st, 1839
Session met aﬂd constituted with prayer. Members present Rev., H. Safford,

Mod. amd A. Human, S. Groves, D. Evans and B.W. Woods elders. Daniel, a

servant of T. Long, was examined & admitted to the communion of the church,

_ Closed with prayer. i) Samuel Groves. CsSe

June 2nd, 1839, /

Daniel was baptized as an adult upon profession of his faith in Christ.
Sometime in the year 1844 Joseph B. Long and Anne Long were received by

certificate frin the church at Thyatira |
Sept. 20th 1845 '
Session met 2nd was constituted with prayer. Members present - Reve.
8. Church D.D., ‘cde and S. Groves, D. Evané and E,w. Woods ~ elders..
Hohn D. Long, June McCurdy and Susan McCurdy were examined and adm tted to
the communion of [the church. Session the had a rdcess until Sabbath 2lst..
éabbath Sept. 21st.
Session met pursuant to adjournment. Members present as aboveo Mary W.

McCurdy was examined and received into the commuﬂion of the churchs

Closed with prayer. Samuel Groves, C.S.

Same day John D, Long, Jame McCurdy. Mary McCurdy and Susan McCurdy made
a public profession of tneir faith iinyicChrist,
Octs 5th, 1845

Rev. H. Safford baptized Henrietts infant daughter of Benj. W. and
Eliza A. Woods, Mary Lucas infant daugliter of Robt. & Artemisia M. Woods
and Mary Framces infant daughter of Jos. B. and Sarah L. Long.
Dec. 7th, 1845 '

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Rev. H.
Safford, Mod. & S. Groves, D. Evans and B.W. woods, elders., Mary Thompson
and Mary a Sprvant of James Thompson, Jun. were wxamined and admitted to

the communion of the Church. «Closed with pmayers,
Samuel Groves, C.S.
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The same day Mary Thompson and Mary a servant m ade a public profession of
their faith in Christ and the latter was baptized as an adult.
May 3rd. 18%6.

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Mémbers présent H.C. Cérter,
Mod. and Se. Groves, D« Evans & B.W. Woods elderse. Martha N. Cartledge,
Cynthia A McCurdy, Mary A. & Sdrah Manning were examined and admitted to

the communion o the church. blosed with prayero
| Samue:]. GI'OVeS, CeSe

The same day the four above named indiwiduals made a pwblic profession
L i ' ‘

1
of their faith @P'Christ and Martha N. Cartledge was baptized as an adult, |
|

August 2nd, 1846
Session met ?ké was constituted with prayery Members present Rev. C.C. Dod,
Mod. and S. Groﬁes, Do Evans and B.W. Woods elders. BEliza McCurdy, William
H. McCurdy, Mary hvans, Samuel -and Mary I.Thompson, William M. Cartledge,
Btepnen Ce Cartledge, John L. Cartledge, Dilla Amanda Cartledge, Jammes Long,
Frederick Human and Martina a servant of J.B. Long were severally examined
and admitted to the communion of the Church., Session took a recess until
Monday #ugust 3rd. - The same day all the ébove named persons made a public
profession of their faith in Christ and Mary I. Thompson, w;M., LeCoyg JohAay
and D.A. Cartlodge and Martina were baptized as adults,
Monday August ‘ird.
Session met 2nd pursuant to adjournment members preseht as above,
Richard Saye, William L. Evans, John #, McCurdy son of S.G. McCurdy and
r \ John A, MCCurdy son of Jo. McCurdy and Martha McCurdy were examined andl
3 admitted to the communion of the Church, Took recess until Tuesday August Lthe
The same day all the above named personsg publicly professed their faith

in Christ.

Tuesday Aug. 4th 1846

Session met pursuant to adjournment . Members present as above. Susan

Evans wos exonined and receiveé# into the communion of the church.

ClAacad i+l 1aamsS\Vary o . Samuo'l Crovece, (.8
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Same day Susan Evams publicly professed her faith in Christ,
Decs 5th, 1846,

Session met and was constitubdd with prayer. Members present S. Groves,
D. Evans, and B.w. Woods elders. In the absence of a minister, Samuel
Groves Moderate 'the Session., Mr, John Etcheson appeared before Session,
made satisfactory acknowledgements and was restoredto the communion of the

of the church, Samuel Grovesy CeS. -

Sept. 18, 1847

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present, Reve.
Wme P, Gready, Mode, and 8. Groves, D. Evans and B.W. Woods elders.
James H, Thompson was examined and received into the communion of the
church. Had a recess until Sept. 2lste. 3

On the next ﬂay Mr, Thompson was baptized upon a profession of his faith;
Sept. 21, 1847 |

Session.met p¢rsuant to adjournment ., Mgmbers present as before, Julia
A Etcheson was ?iamined and admitted to thé communion of the church,
Closed with prayer. Samuel Groves, CoS.

Julia ‘. Etcheson subsequently made a public¢ profession of her faith in
Christ.
Nov. 3rd. 1847,

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present - Rev.
William P, ertdy Mod. and S.L. Ganes, D, Evans, and B.W. Woods elders.
Mrs. Dihah Thonpson presented to Session a certificate of membership in
good #ii#yE  and regular standing in Moriah Baptist Church and was ad-
mitted into communion of the church, Close@ with prayer.

: ' Samuel Groves, C.S.

1848
During the year 1848 Robert Woods and Jospph B. Long Esqr. were elected

and ordained Ruling Elders in this Church.



Page 6

1848,

Session met and was constitubed With prayer. Members present Reve
Wme P, Gready, Modey. S. Groves, D. Evans,, B.W. Woods Elders, Jackson P,
Hopkins was examined and mécéi¥ed into the communion of the church,
Closed with prayer. Samuel Groves

Subsequently J.P. Hopking was baptized as an adult on.a profession of

hig falth inilhrlst,
f
1848,
Session mc! and was constituted with prayer. Members present Reve. Wme P

Gready, Mod. . Groves David Evans B.W. Woods elders. John G. Evans and
Nancy Caroline McCurdy were examlned and received into the communion of thé
church, Closed with prayer. . Samuel Groves.
Subsequently the above ###fi#ft personsg made a publié profession of
their faith in Christ.
Session met and was constituted with prayer. Present Wm. P, Gready. Mod. 

Saml. Groves, D, Evans, B.W. Woods, J.B. Long and Robert Woods elders.

Sarah Manning o member of this church was charged with fornication, she
having given birth to a bastabd, whereupon whe was cited to appear before
the session. losed with'pfayer.

At a subgoglient meeting of the Session, at which members were present as
above, Sarab lhnning refused to appear. Session then cited her again. At
the next me@hiﬂg of the Session, members present as above, she still refuéing
to appear, shu.was excluded from the communion of the churéh. o
Cloded with - prayer. . : : Saml. Groves
April , 1600 = Charles Willdam infant son of Rev. G.H. & A.M.
‘Cartledge was baptized.

. 1850,

Session met. Present Reve ' G.H. Cartledge Mod. S. Groves, D, Evans,
B.W. Woods and J.B. Long elders. Dr. John D, Long was at his own request

dismissed tofjoin the church at Thyatira Jackson County, Gas

Samle. Grovess
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Nove 3vd 1850 XA

Session mel und was constituted with prayer. Present Rev. Groves H.
ReTh od. 5, Groves, D, Evams, BW. Woods and J.B. Long elders.
Maj. Wiiolam Yioves, Mary L. Hopkins, Sarah L. McCurdy, Sarah H. Long,

Elizabeth J. “oods and Sarah E. Woods were examined and recelved into the_'
communion of the church and Rebekah J. Groves was received by certificate
from the church at Danielsville Madiéon County Ga.

Session took a resess to meet at the call of the Mod.

The same day all the above named persons made a public profession of
their faith in Christ,
Monday Nove 4th 1850

Session met at the call of the Mod. Present Rev. G.H. Cartledge, S.Groves,
D. Evans, B.W. Woods, R, Woods and J.B. Long; Blders.

James G. McCurdy Samuel D. McCurdy Samuel N. Woods and Elizabeth Ann
EMcCurdy was examined and recelived mq§9 ﬁhe cqmmuniom of the Church,

¥

Closed with prayer. Joseph B. Longy C.S.

The same daj:all the above named persons made a public proféssion of
their faithihﬁ<@rist.
January 18th ié |

Session met ‘ﬁd was constituted with prayer. Present the Reverend
Groves H. Cartledge Mod. Samuel Groves, B.W. Woods, R. “oods and J.B. Long,
Elders. Samuel Thompson a member of the church came before the session add

acknowledged the sin bf Drunkenness and rendered full satisfactlion to the

‘Sessiones Closed with prayer. ‘ j' " Joseph B. Long , gisi

Approved in Presbytery April 19, 1851, A |
i il ;

i N. Hoyt, Moderator.

- Pl j
August 3rd, 18ﬁh_ _ ;
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August 3rd, 1851
Sesslon met and was constituted with prayer. Present the Reverend Groves
H. Cartledge, Hod., Samuel Groves, B.W. Woods, Re Woods, J«.B. Long, Elders
Misses Adagine Patten came before the session and made satisfactory

acknowledgemenﬁ,lnd was restored to full febhowship. Then closed wilth

il

prayer. Joseph B. Long, C.S.

September 7th,W1851 [

Sesslon metfapd was constituted with prayer. Present Reve G.H. Cartledgg,
[
Mod. Samuel Gro%es, David Evans, B.W. Woods, R, Woods andi J.B. Long

Ruling Elders.g Nancy A. Power was recelved by certificate from the Church

at Thyatira Jackfon Co. Session closed with prayer.
; | Joseph Be Long, C.Se
i85

October 5th, 1851

Session met 'and was constituted with prayer, present Rev. G.H. Cartledge,

2 Mod., Samuel Groves, David Evans, B.W. Woods, R. Woods and J.B. Long

Kuling “lders. Sarah Elizabeth Thompson & Elizabeth Jane Branahm was exam-
ined and recn{Ved into the communion of the Ch@irch. Sarah Saye was re-
celved into tne church from Concord church, Hall County upon her known
Christian charqctera Session closed with prayers
Joseph B. Long, C.So

The same day the within named Sarah E. Thompson & Elizabeth Jame Branahm
made a public profession of thelr faith in Christ. |
April Lth 1852 ’

S:ssion met and was constituted with parayer. Present Rev, G.H. Cartledge,
Mod. D Evan?, R, Wyods & Joseph B, ﬁong Ruling Elders.

The io]Woang charges was tabled to wit by B.W. Wood.

L8681 hw:*r Col Samuel GrOVes with acting unjustly in cultivating and

renting to Gl s land Whlch was mine by contract and with holding from

me the rent Qquﬂeof. I proppse to establish the above charge by the
RS L , : _

b
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folhowing wiLnﬁxsos to wite S.C. Groves F. Groves Rs Groves S:G. McCurdy

E.Ae Wood & 11 & S.Le Long.

2nds ol charga Qo1. Sa muel Groves with a violation of his private contract
with me to '.-.v:.ll Lhat he promised & agreed to give a certain tract of land
which he goli f1tom me for that purpose adjoining the church lot to the church
ahd has since refused t$ comply with sald promise. I propose to establish

the second charge by the following witnesses to wite. Rs Groves & E.A. Woods.,

B.We Woods, Pross.
Ses . then took recess until Tuesday the 13th of April 1852,

Joseph Be Long, C.5.
Col. Samuel Groves was then presented with a copy of the ¢hargés and
~a }ist of the witnesses & cited to attend,
April 13th, 1852 '
lst charge.
' Session met and was constitubed with prayer. Present Rev. B.H.Cartledge,
Mod. D. Evans R, Woods and J.B. Long Ruling “lders. first charge.
April 13th, On the day appointed for trial the parties iﬁ the case of Woods
ver Groves being present it was agreed upon between them that the understand-
ing or agreement in reference to the purchase of the land was substantially
as follows to wit that Col Samuel Groves should bid for the land and was
authorized by Mr. Woods to bid as high as one thousand dollard, and that
Mr. Woods would sell the place he lived upon and take land off his hands
if he could, and it was further agreed that Mr. Woods did about twelve months
|

thereafter comp7y|with his above conditional contract although Col . GrOVes ¢

states that in he meantime he was very doubtful whether Mr. Woods would be
able to comply Jnd that he therefore felt aguthorized to make what he could
off the land by cultivating and rent until he found out whether Mr. Woas
woﬁld be able to take it or not he not knowing but that he might have to
pay for ‘the land himself and it was agreed upon by the parties that the

above stubon i
“
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above stalencnlb should go before the Session and upon the record in lieu
of all testitiony on that point.
Judgement under first Charge. In the i@gﬁgﬁ2§§¢;f the Session the first
charge 1s not sustained by the evidence for the plain reasdn that the con-.
tract gs it appears from the testimony was conditional and Col. Groves had
no positive assurance that that cpndition could or would ever be complied f
with, But in the opinion of the [Session the whobe transaction was of a ‘
loose indefinite unbusiness-like character which should be absent from the
dealings bf Christlans even though they may be intimate Relations,

| : | ._Joseph B Léng, CeSo

2nd casc. ;
B.W. Wood Vs ﬂ\ Grovess I 'charge Col Samuel Grove with a wiolation of
his privato ¢ ntract with me to wit that he promised and agreed to give a

certain tTd(LMOf land which he got from me for that purpose adjfoining the

/ Church lot 1Hd ‘has since refused to comply with sald promise.

lSt “[it. Lo[‘\o‘ 's‘fOOdS
Question by Prosse On the same evening after our trade in this plece of
land atsve the grave yard was 1t not your understanding that he had got

that piect of land from me for the purpose of giving it to the church?

‘IWitness, it was,

2 - And did he not say in your presence that he was abler to give it to
the church than I wase ‘ | '
Witness - he did

Cross examined., :
How did\you learn what the contract was in reference. to the 1otladjoining
the #HHHI#MHY  grave yard? | '

Witness « From hearing a conversation between the parties upon the subjects -
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’nd Witness = Samuel Go MeCurdy

nesti Procecutor = Did you het hear Col Groves when you and the Mod.

first conversed with him in reference to reconclliation between us say that

he would give that lot of land above the graveyard to the Church? .
Witness = I did |

'),Questlon - Did you not think at the time that he would do 1t and that he
intended to do it? Witness -~ Yes!
Cross examined. b
Question by Defendant = Did not the conversation continue and.did i not.
finally refuse and say that I would not do 1t then and that I would not be
forced to do it . ‘ .
Wites Yes
1852 « Judgement under 2nd Charge
In the Judgement of the Session tﬁe second Charge is sustained by the

évidence, although the Session vote to sustain the charge yet they are

persuaded from facts connected sith the case that Col. Samuel Groves did not

knowingly or dco{gnedly act amiss but was led into a violation of his

promise by forge ulness or imfirmity of memory and should therefore be

exculpated from ﬁll criminal intention.
JYseph B. Long, Clk. Sess.

ApprOVed by Presbytery at Greensboro pril 30th 1852,

John W, Baker, Mod .
October 2nd 1852
Session met and was constituted with pfayer. Members present Rev., G.H.
Cartledge, Mod.,‘D Evans & J.B. Long, Ruling Elders. | .

Salina Floyd was! ?xamined and received into the communion of the church

s {hue  OAdEn Manﬁéhrappeared. before the Session and made satisfactory
Apknowledyc 'ut and was restored to the. communion of the Church
Sesslon then +T0k recess. hy A "|' |

| ; .  v é'

|l |
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Oct. 3rd 1852

Sesslon met members as above with S. Groves and R. Woods, Elders.

Then came forﬁard Sldney Catharine Woods & Frances Goulding Woods and was
examined on experimental religeon and received into the communion of thé
Church & Elmira Story was received by letter. Sesslon then closed with
prayer. Joseph B. Long, Co

On the samc «'y Salina Floyd, Siéney Catharine & Frances Goulden Woods
made a public profession of thelir faith in Ghrist and Miss Salina Floyd
was baptized, |
October 3rd, 1852
Session met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present Rev.
G.H. Cartledge, Mode, D. Evans, R. Woods, & J.B. Long Ylders. Eda, a

colored woman, of “{11iam Thompson appeared before Session and was exam-

. ined and recéived into the communion of the church. Session then took

 recess. i T Joseph B. Long, C.S.

On tthe same diyy lida amade a public profession and wés baptised.
October hth'lﬁjQ

Session met xiiphe call of the Mod. Members present G.H. Cartledge,

"S. GrOVes,fD,iMVans, R. Woods & J.B. Longs Samuel F, Woods appeared before

Session and wns examined and recelved into the communion of the'churchg

Session then vlosed with prayera..
: it : : Jospph B. Long, C.Ss

On the same daoy Samuel Fo Woods made a public professlion of his faith in
Christ; ‘ 7 -
October 13th 1852

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Rev. B.H.
Cartledge, Mod., D/ Evand, R.W. Woods, & J.B. Long, Ruling ¥lders.

B.W. Woods, LElder, was charged with nbglect of dut§ in absentiyg himself

from the meetings of Sesslon and from the Lords Suppers,
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Witnesses, D. livi.is, Re Woods & J.B, Long.

Mly. B.W. Woods was charged with unchristian conduct wo wits About a month
ago he ordered ' s own mother-in-law out of his house.
Wltnessest: R. Groves, D. Evans; & Ts Longe
Session thon closed with prayer.

Joseph B, Long, C.S,

Oct. 27th 1852 /
Session met and was constituted with prayer. Present Rev. G.H. Carfledge, Mod., 4
D, Evans, J.B. Long, & Re Woods, Elders. B.W. Woods appeared before Session
and acknowledged the facts specified unddr the first charge and offered ### as
hls plea that he could not feliowship with Col. Groves one of the elders of
the church, The Session then voted that the first charge was sustained by the
acknowledgement of the accused.
2nd Charge. A

) Groves, belng sworn, thestified that being at Benj. We. Woods house she
began a conversation with respecting the difficulty between him and Col, Groves
when after stating several facts to him he said if you go in with that old man
you'il have to go out of my house and repeated I say you'll have to go out,
then raised up his foot and stamping the floor I say go out of my house.
Witness cross exahined by the defendant, DPid I not say to you that if you came:

to disturb me in y)own house I would thank you to go out. Witness replied

you did not.
David Evans being 'sworn testified that B.W. Woods acknowledged in his hearing
that he told his mother-in-law that he.would‘Be glad if she would leave his
house. ‘
B.W. Woods then commented upon the charge & the evidence after ##### which
the.Defendant & Witnesses left the house and the Sesslon after deliberating

_oted unanimously that the 2nd chapge was sustained by the evidence.

The Session then entered its judgement to wit: that B.W. Woods be and.he is
ottt

hereby suspended from the commupilon of the church until he repent /'

‘I
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The principal reason which influenced the Session in coming to such a
declsion was the fact that B,W. Woods had not only neglectéd his duty but had
glven as a reason for that neglect the famt that he could not fellowhhip a
man whom the Session had exculpated from all blame,

Sesslon then closed with prayer. Joseph B, Long, Clk. of
Sesse

November 7th 1852 /
Sesslon met and was constituted with prayer. Present Rev. G.H. Cartledge,
Mod., S. Groves, D. Evans, R. Woods & J.B. Long, Ruling “lders.
Mary E. Groves & Joseph W, Cartledge was examlined on experiehce and recéivedw
into the communion of the church. Session then closed with préyer.

Joseph B. Long, Clk., of Sess,

The same day the above named persons made a public profession of their faith

in Christ and yas baptised.

) March 6th, 185"'P

Miss Salina Fl yd was dismlissed by certificate to join the church at

Danielsville. Done by order of Session
: Joseph B. Long, Clk,

fipproved, Athens Ga, April 22nd, 1853

. John W. Reid, Moderator
May 15th 1853 | |
Sesslon met . Member present, Rev. R. Milner, Mod., S. Groves, D. Evans,
R. Woods & J. B. Long, Ruling Elders. There being an unfavorable report in
|

circulation agnlnst Sarah Mannen after some consultation it was moved that
there be a commlttee of two to see her and inquire into the matter and re-
port at the neAtJmebbing then appointed James MCCurdy & J.B. Long, Come

Session then cﬂosed with prayer.
‘ JOSBph Be Long. C.S.
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June 4th, 1853

Sesslon met and was constituted with prayer., Members presént, Rev.
M.R. Milner, Mod., S. Groves, R, Woods & J.B. Long, Yuling flders.
Session then called for a report of the Com, appointed at last meeting
In the case of Sarah Mannen when J.B. Long made a report and after sme !
deliberation on the matter the/case was postponed indefinitely by consent ofé
parties. Session then agreed to have three Elders elected the. church |
then went in to the election of Elders and it Besulted in the election

of Dre. J.F. Qroves, JoTe Hopkins & J«A« McCurdy. Session then closed with

prayera '

Al
Vil i J.B. Long, Clk. of Sess.

The same day'the above named person made a public profession of his faith in

Christe.
Sept. W4th 1853
Session met. Members present, Rev. R. Milner, Mod., S. Groves, D. Evans,
R. Woods, J.B. Long, J.F. Groves, J.P. Hopkins & J.A. McCurdy, Ruling Elders.,
Appointed J.A.McCurdy to #####ik# attend the next meeting of the Presbytery
at Clarkesvilie & Ro Woods alternate. Session then closed. |

' J.B. Long, Clk, of Sess.
Sept 18th, 1853
Session mel pd was constituted with prayer. Members present ,Rev. Re Milner,é
Mod , 4 S;-Grov?ﬁ. R¢ Woods, J.B: Long, J.F. Groves & J.A. McCurdy, Ruling |
' Blders., Johh;:“ servant of Mc. Carringtop,was examined and received
into the commﬁnion of the churchs Session then closed with prayer,

| J.B. Long, @lk. of Sess.

The above named person the the same day was baptized and received into

the church,
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Oct. 9th, 1853.
Session met and was constltuted with pmayer. Members present Reve Ro Milner,
Mod., ©. Groves, De. Evanse. R, Woods, J.B. Long, J«Ps Hopkins & J.A. McCurdy,
Ruling “lders. |
Frances Long and william A, Thompson was examined on experimental religlon
and recelved indo the communion of the church. .Sesslon then closed with

prayere.
J.B., Long Ce Sesse

On the same daylthe above named persons made a publick profession of their
faith in Christ and Miss Long was baptlsed. l |

J.B. Long, Cs Sesse
Oct. 16th, 1853 '
Session met andwwas constituted with prayer. Members present Revs Re Milner,
Md., S Groves, De. Bvans, R. Woods, H.B. Long, 7.P. Hopkins, J.A. McCurdy,
&Dr. J.F. Groves, Ruling Elders. 4
" Mr., Newton h. utory, Misg Matilda F. McCurdy & Miss Huldah Strickland
was examlned weéexperimental religion and received into the communion of
the church. u(nluion then appointed J.B. Long as a deldgate to represent

them in the neit meeting of Synod of Georgia and J.A. McCurdy as alternate.

‘Session then cloaed wlith prayer.
J.B. Long, Clk. Sesse

. On the same day the above named persons made a publick profession of thelr
faith in Christ and Miss McCurdy and Miss strickland was baptised.

7.B. Long, Clk. Bess.
April 2nd, 1893
Session meﬁ m{ﬂ was constituted @iéh prayer., Members present Reve R.W.Mllner,
Mod., S. Grovis, De Evans. R. Woods, J.B. Long, Dre J.F. Groves, J.P. Hopkins,
& J;A. McYurdy, Ruling plderss
Session then took up the case of Miss Mannen there being no evidence to
support the unfavorable report 1t was dlismissed by the segsion. Session 1

then appointed JeA. McCurdy to attend the mext meeting of Presbytery and

R Woods to be his alternates Session then closed with prayer.
- ey - e Y 11 qpqqn
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Approved in Presbytery, Lexington, Apr. 7th, 185k,
| Henry Newton, Mod're

May 6th, 1854
gession met and was constituted with prayer. Membérs present Reve. R.Wo
Milner, Mod., 9. Groves, D, Evans, R. Woods, J.B. Long, J.A. McCurdy,
Ruling Elders. Dr. J.F. Groves brought in a charge against Ned, Eervant

of James Thompson for the crim¢ of adultery also‘Ephriam Thompson.
Mary serVant_d!hof the same with the same crime. Session then took recess
until tomorroﬁ ;orning. Session came together and there being no business

Session was clpéed with prayer.:
Jodeph B, Long, C. of Sesse

June 4th, 1854

~Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Reve RoW.

Milner, Mod., Samuel Groves, D. Evans, R. "oods, J«Be Long, J.As McCurdy,
Ruling “lders.: Ned game before the Session and gave satiggaction.

Session then closed with prayer.
i JoBo Long, CcSo

- September 3rQé‘185H

Bession met .1 was constituted with prayer. Members present

Rev. R.W._Mil@e%, Mod., Se. Groves, D. Evans, R. Woods, J.B. Long,

J.A. McCurdy, ER',uling llders.

There being an unfavourgble seports against Newton M. Story for swearing
and drinking. Sesslon then appolnted David Evans & Joseph B. Long to
see into tue case. BSession then appointed John A. McCurdy to attend the
next meeting of Presbytery & R. Woods alternate.

Session then closed with prayer.

J.B. Long, Clk. Sess.
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Oct,. 2nd, 1854

dession met and was constitutéd with prayers. Members present
Rev. R.W. Milner, Mod., D. Evans, R. Woo s, J.B. Long, J.B. Groves,
JePe Hopkins &;ﬁﬁA. McCurdy, iuling B1ders. .
Mr .Beorge We Ev%ﬁs, Miss Harriet & Nancy Thompson, Mlss Emily‘& Arminda
Carithers, Miss?Rachel Ao, Woods qnd Miss ILucy Je. Patten was examined on
experimental religion and received into the communion of the church,

Session then closed with prayers.
J.B. Long, Clk. of Sess.

On the same day theabove named parsons made a publickprofession of thelr
faith in Christ & then Miss Thompson & Miss Carlthers was baptized.

Nov. 5th, 1854 |

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Reve R.W.Milner,

Mod., D¢ Evans,|R. Woods, J.Be Long, J.P. Hopkins. Miss Elizabeth Story

was examined o experimental religion and received into the communion of the
church. Mrs. nﬁqie N, Cartledge was dismissed by letter., Sesslon then

closed with pré&éf.
| J.B. Long, Clke.

On the same day “lizabeth Story made a publick profession of her faith

+dn Christ.

Jan, 20th, 1855

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present RevFR.w. Milner,
Mod., D. Evans, R. Woods, J.B. Long, J.F. Grovesy & J.P. Hopkins, Ruling
Elders. Session dismissed by letter Elmita Ellzabeth Story. Session then
called on Com. lor report in the case of Newton M. Story. Coms reporfed that
they had saw him and that he denied thecharge. and that he was willingto

meet it and that he would tryand be with the session in the March session.
Appointed Dr. J.I. Groves to.write ho him and for ¥##  HiHEF him to 1
peet the Session on the Bunday of February. Sesslon thenclosed

with prayer. U ‘
T R. T.onf. 1k of Sesse.
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March 20th, 1859 | .
Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present

Rev. R.W. Milner, Mod., D. Evans, “. "oods, J.B. Long, J.P. Hopkins,

J.F., Gorves, J.A. McCurdy, Ruling Elders. Session then called on

J.F, Groves for a report,_ He stated that he had wrote to Mr. Newton N Story

but had not heard from him. Pub}ick rumor.having charged Mr. Story with

the crime of taxing the name ‘of the Lord in vain on the ciii###i#p church

ground. Session ordered the Clerk to make a charge to that effect and

cite him to be before the session on the first Sabbath in April. Session

then appointed Dr. J.F. Groves delegate to the next meeting of the Presbytery

at Woodstock.Cession then closed with prayer.

J.B. Long, Clk. of Sesso.

April 1st, 1859

y Session met -+ was constituted with prayer. Members present Reve R.W. Milner

Mod.,R. “ood:, J.B. Long, Dr. J.F. Groves, J.P. Hopkins & J.A. McCurady,
Ruling Blders. Jession then inquired into the case of N. Story. Clerk
stated that he had made out the charge and sent by mail but could not say
whether he had got it or not. OSession after consuttation laid the case

over and for some one of the Session to try and see him so that it might be

known that he had got a citation. ®ession then closed with prayer.

Joseph B. Long, Clk of Sess.
Examined thus far and approved. Woodstock 7th of April, 1855

Sam'l S. Davic.
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May 5th, 1855
Session met «nd|was constituted with prayer. Members present Rev. R. Milner,

Mod., D. Evans, R. Woods, J.B. Long, Dr. J.I. Groves, J.P. Hopkins and

J.A. McCurdy, Ruling Elders. Session then'took up the case of Mr. Story.

R.W. Miller stated that the clerk furnished him with another citatlion and
that he had handed it to Mr. Story and Mr. Story said he had redeived the
other citation and denied the charge but stated that he would be present on

Saturday before the first Sunday in May next and if any thing turned up so

that he could not come he would write but did not appear. Session after
some cousullition laid it over until the “irst Bunday in June at that time
to dispose © the case in some manner. Session then closed with prayer.

Joseph B. Long, C. Sesse
June 3rd, 1859

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present,Reve R.W.

! Milner, Mod., D. Evans. R. Woods, J.B. Long, Dr. J.F. Grobes, J.P. Hopkins,

. Ruling Elders. ©Session then took'up the case of N.M. Story but nothing

more had been heard ###HH from him. Session then suspended him for not
complying with the cltatéon and for not even showing any disposition to

meet the sescion, The session felt that they ahd showed him as much lenity

in the cagse o they could and had wrote to him and all that had the
opportunity !4 talked with him and admonished him to try to reclaim him
but all seemeil to be in Vain and thought it might be for his good and for the
Glory of Gdd Lo suspend him until he repent and turn to the Lord and he l

will abundanlly pardon and forgive all that come unto Him. Session then

closed wilh prayere
Joseph B. Long, Clk. Sesse
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August 5, 18

Session met ol was constituted with prayer. Members present Reve. R.W. Milhed,
Mod., D. lvans, Re Woods, J.Be Long, J.F. Groves, J.P. Hopklins & J oA McCurdy,
Ruling 1. Sesslon then received by letter Mr. William F. Saye and

Mrs., Agnes Saye & Mrs. Sarah Milger into the communion of this Church.

Session the closed with prayer.
Joseph B, Long, Clk., of Sesse

Septs 2nd, 1855

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Rev, R.W.Milner, .
Mod., D. Evans, R. Woods, J.B. Long, J.F. Groves, J.P. Hopkins, Ruling

Elders. 7

R.W. Milner stated to the session that they might look for some other

'\supply as he was golng to leave.Bession then appointed Re Woods to attend

V;P closed with prayere

the next meeting of the Presbytery & R, Woods Alternate., Session then

Toseph B. Long, Clk.of Sess.

“Oct. 7th, 1855

Session met and was constituted with prayer. Members present Reve RoWe

"Milner, Mod., D. Evans, R. Woods, J.B. Long, F.F. Gorves, J.P, Hopkins &

T A McCurdy,!ﬁu]ing Elders.

There came befoee the Session Mr. He ry Jones Long & Henry Thomas Evans

AP

’t‘
ol

Kot

Eand wa.s received into the communion of the church by experience-

Session then closed with prayer.e
Joseph B. Long, Clk, of Sesse

On the same day the above named persons came forward and made a publick

profession of their faith in Christ.
Joseph B. Long, Clk, of S5ess.

Approved in Presbytery- R.W. Parker, Moderator
Augusta, Ga. April 4th, 1856,
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_Sept, 2lst, 1856
Session met and Las constituted ﬁith prayer. Members present Rev. R.W. Milner,
Mod.y D. fLvans, R. Woods, J.B. L:ng, J.F. Gorves, J.A . McCurdy & J.A. Hopkins,
Rgling Elderse | ‘

Then came before the Session of the church Mrs. Amanda Thompson and after

—

)

;being examined on experimental re%igion was. recelved into the communion of

| the Church, ©Session then closed with prayer.
‘ J.B. ‘Long, Clks of Sesss
On the same day Mrs. Amanda Thompson came forward and made a pﬁblick

profession of her faith in Christ. ‘ .
| Joseph B. Long. Clk. of Sess.

Oct. 5, 1856 i

Session 'met and was constituted with prayer. Members present

i i
| !

? Rev. R.W. Milner, M,d., D. Evans, ", ¥“oods, H.B. Long, J.F. Groves,

J.P. Hopkins & J.A. MCcurdy, Huling Blders.

Then came before the Session Mr. James Thompson, Thomas W. Long, Sidney
.F. Woods, Martha R. Woods, Peneacy C. Thompson, Busan Sorrells, Emily F. Wodds9
Mary Woods, ######f# Eliza J. Groves, Rachel F. McCurdy & Sarah Strickland,
& Clark serv. of J.B. & Thomas A. Long. Session then closed with prayer.

Jospph B. Long, Vlk. of Sess.
On the sano ﬁuy the above naﬁed persons came forward and made a publick

profession of Lueir faith in Christe. ‘
Joseph B. Long, Clk.of Sess.

() Oct. 6th, 1856
i Session met and was constituted with prayegg Members present Reve.
'R.W. Milner, Mod., D. hvans, K. Woods, J.B. Long, John A, McCurdy,
J.P. Hopkins, J.F. Groves, ﬁuliné Elders,

Then came before the session Nancy Emily Thompson, farah A.R.M. Patten
Agnés Anthoﬁy, Lmily Ann Pattem & Mrs. Rebecca Scott., Session then appoint-

A R Woode fo atteafk the next nieeting of Preshytery to be held at Fatonton



i

and J.P. Hopkins & [U.F. Gorves.to attend thae meeting of Pynod at Atlanta &
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Js. + Long al’(;ernatf-y.‘j Session then closed with prayer.
|

1 : J.B. Long, Clk., of Sess.

" The above named persons came forward and the same day and made a publick

profession of theit falth in Christ. ' - J
e | Hoseph B. L ng, Clk. of Sesss

A

Oct. 18th, 1856 ! |
Session met and wat constituted with prayer. members present Reve R.W. Milner, 1
Mod., D. Evans, R. "oodsy J.B. LONf, Ju«l Groves,'J.P. Hopkins & J.A. McCurdy,
Ruling Elders. ' |

There came Lol re the 'session after Mrs. Lucinds Thomspon and Joséph W. Woods
and after belng ecximined on experimental religion was recelved into'the

communion of the Church. Session then closed with pfayer.

Joseph B. Long, Clk. of Sess,

Or, he same day the above named persons came forward and made a publick

profession of their faith in Christ and Mrs. Thompson was baptised.
Joseph B. Long, Clk. of Sesss
Madison, #pril 9, 1857, Examined and gpproved

: N.M.S. Breck, Moderator !

| May 3rd. 1857 e i
|

|

? Session met and wi: constituted with prayer. Members present Rev. R.W. Milner,
?éMod., R. Woods, .. Long, J.F. Groves, JLP, Hopkins & 3ok McCurdy, Ruling flders.
| Then came before Lo session of the Church Miss Salency Strickland and after
;being examined on ciperimental religion was recelved into the communion of the

furch. Session tien closed with prayer. :
- Joseph Bs Long, Clk., of Sesse

On the same day tho above named person came forward and made a publick prefession

| of her faith in . Christ and was baptised;
b - Joseph B. Long, Clk., of Sess.
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May 17th, 1857 | |
Session met and wis constituted with prayer. Members present Rev. R.W. Milner,
Mod., R. Woods, J,h. Long, J.F. Groves, J.P Hopkins & J.A., McCurdy, Ruling Elders.%
Then came before‘thv session of the church Miss Elizabeth J, Mannen and after |
3 ;Bing examined onléhperimental religion was received into the communion of the|
Church. Session “hgn closed with pmayer.

"l Joseph Bs Long, Clk., of Sesse
. On the same day tﬂg ‘within named person came forward and made a publick
profession of her' faith in Christ and was baptiged.,

| ﬂ e Joseph B. Long, Clk. of Sess.
June 7th, 1857 o
Segsion met and wﬁs constituted with prayer. Members present Reve R.W. Milner,
Mod., R, Woods, J.B. Long, J.A. McCurdy & J.P. Hopkins fuling Elderse.
TLV sesslon of the church of New Hope in order to more effectually met the
religlous wants of the oongregation under their chargé & more efficiently to
: perform their dul s to the head of the church who has made them overseers in
? his spiritual vincyard have determined to apportion to each of the Elders a
| sectlion of the congregation which shall be under his speclal supervision. It
; is designed that each one shall be able when called ﬁpon to give all information
desired by the seésion as to the walk and deportment of those under his charge
. for this purpose, visit if possible once a montlx & have religious conversation
; with each member of the famlly as far as practicable & at any rate with all
l( je members of the church in the fa i1ly. It shall be his duty in thesé conversg=-

| tlons to inquire into bheilr religious knowledge, their views of Divine Truth,

thelr experience personally of these truths. Likewlise as to thelr performance
| of nersonal & relalives duties ag secret prayer, reading of the Word, meditation
on the Word, Famil} prayer, instruction of children ¥ servants in the catchebhisms

' Observance of thic fwbbath, attendance upon the prayer meetings & the preaching
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of the Word, their observance of the ordinances & sacraments of the church, all
ses of irregularity requiring admonition, & he shall bring to the notice of

the pastor any case requiring his attention on all these., There shall be a

report at least once in two months, these laborers to commemce the 3rd Sabbath

of July 1857, Session then closed with prayers

P

) J.B. Long, Clk. of Sesse
Bept. 6th, 1857

f
{

Sesslon met and was constituted with prayer. Members present,ReveR.W. Milner,

Mod., D, Lyans. R Woods, J.Bs long, I.F's Groves, J.P Hopkins & J.A. McCurdy,
Ruling “lders. Then came Mrs. Mary Carithers and after biéing examined on

experimental relijion was recelved into the communion of the church. Session
then closed withiﬁgayer. : J.B. Long, Clk. of Sesse
: | e

On the same dqf?the foregoing person came forward and made a'pﬁblick

|
Iflalth in @hriste
! J«B. Longy Clk. of Sess.

|
profession of hern

k. 6tn, 1857 il
Session met aA@'was constituted with prayer. Members present, Reve Ro.W. -

Milner, Mpd., withiother ministering brethren, D. Evans, R. Wood, J.B. Long,

J.F. Groves, J.A. McCurdy & J.P. Hopkins, Ruling blders. Then appeared

Mrs, Mary Tait aﬁd stated to the session that she had been a member of the

church and that she had not been turned out but in being without preaching

for a long time the church had #iff#t## almost died out and after reviving
again whe sLill continued to adsent herself from the privikleges of the church
untll the pres: session had no knowledge of her as a member but knowing
;i)her all the time saw nothing amiss only that she had stayed away from the

L privileges of the cnurqh.but was a regular attendant at preaching after
investigating some of the old members could tell about it she acknowledged

her fault and was restored to full communions Session then closed with oprayer.

! T4Bs Long, Clkiof Sess.
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January 17th 1858

Sesslon met and was congtlituted with prayer. Present Rev. R.W. Milner,
Mod., R. Woods, J.B. Long, J.F Groves, & J.A. McCurdy, Ruling Elders.

HeI. Long was dismbssed to Join the Presbyterian Church at Danlelsville.

Session closed with prayer. :
7.8 Doty Yik,

March 21st. /
Session appointed J.B. Long Princlpal & J.F. Groves Alternate as delegates

to attend Presbytery., Then adjourned. ;
: - J.B. Long, Clk. of Sesss

Examined and approved in Presbytery, New Hope, April 1858
L.A. Simonton, Modr.

Aug. 6th, 1858

Session met andiwas fohstituted with prayer. Members present, Rev. R.We.
Milner, M d., ?#;}J.F. Groves,& J.A. McCubdy, Ruling Blders.
< There came befbfe the sesslon Willis Je Dudley, James P, McCalister,
Priscilla Pierce Eﬁrancis Downs,‘Mary Es McCalister, Saral) A. Downs,
R | | -
Sarah E., McCallister, &Hff###  Jane Downs and were examinted on experimental
religion and were received into the communion of the church. Session then |
clbsed with prayer. J«B. Long, Clk of Sess.

- On thelnext day the above named persons came forward and make a publick
profession of thier faith in Chris t & Willis J. Dudley, James P. McCallister,

Priscilla Pierce, Franzis Downsy Sarah E. McCallister & Jane Downs were

baptised ther other two having been baptized.
| J.Bs Long, Clk of Sess,

Aug. 8th 1858 |
Session met and wq% constituted with prayer. ‘*embers present, Rev. R.W. Milner, -
Mode, R. Woods &:ﬁﬂF. Groves, Elders.

There came befdre the session Mrs. Rachael Downs, James A. Pearce & William

Downs and was examined on experimental religion and were reweived 1in the

commynion of the church, Session then closed with prayer.

g L gy o Y Y | o e ek
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August 9, 1858

Geoolon met and was constituted with Préyer. Members qresent:
Rev., R. .. Milnee, Mod R, Woods, Ruling Elder.

Then came before the session of the Church John P. Downs
Nancy Stephens, Mary We Meaq & Sarah Downs and was examined
on experimental religion and was received into the communion of '
the church. Session thén closed with Prayer.

s 0 Long, Clk of Sess

~ August 9, 1858

On the same day the foregoing named persons with the exceptioﬁdJ
of William Downs made a publick profession of thelr faith in Christ
and were ull baptised with the ###§ exception of James A. Pearce
who had liin baptisged before.

J. B. Long Clk of Sess

September 19, 1858
_ Sesdion met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present
Rev. R. W. Milner Mod R; Woods, J. B. Long, J. F. Groves & J. A,
McCurdy Hﬁling Elders. - '

Then came before the Session James H. Looney and was examined

_on experimental religion and was received into the communion of

the Chufch. Session then closed with Prayers,
Js B. Clk of Sess

' On the same day the above names J. H. Looney made a publick profession

of his faith in Christ and was baptlsed.

sl k=B Long Clk of Sess

Oetbobor—ndy1-858
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October 2nd, 1858

Session met and was obnstituted with Prayer. Members present.
Rev R. W. Milner Mod R. Woods, D. Evans, J. P. Hopkins & J«. As
McCurdy Ruling DKlders. -

Then appeared lefore the Sesslon Amos Carithers, William

Hearing Woods, and Elizabeth Groves Saye and were examined on experi- .

mental religlon and were received into the communion of the Church.
Session then closed with Prayer.

J. Bs Long Clk of Sess

"On | e next day the above named persons made a publick profession
of thelr| faith inlChriSt and A. Carithers #$ff & William H, Wood
were buptised,'

J. Bs Long Clk of Sess '«

Oct ., 3rd; 1858 |

“nocion met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present
Rev. R. W. Milner Mod, D. Evans, R. Woods, J. B. Long, & J. P.
Hopkins Ruling Eldérs.

Then came before the Session Susan Patton and was examined on
experimental religion and was received into the communion of the
Church. Session then Closed with prayer. I

| Je« B Long Clk of Sess

On the same day the above named person made apublick profeSsion
of her faith in Christ. :

J's 2B& Long Clk 6f'Sess

—Nawemgthy—1858-
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Nov. Yth, 1858

Gocolon met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present |
‘Rev.s R. Ly Milner Mod, R. Wood, J. B. Long, John F. Groves, ;nq
J1 P. Houpkins Ruling Elders.

Then came before.the S%ssion Enlily Thompson and was examined‘on
experimental religlon and was recelved into the communion ofb.the
Church. Session then closed with Prayer.

~ J. B. Long Clk of Sess

On the same day the within named person made a publick profession
of her faith in Christ.

Js B. Long Clk of Sess

Jan. J@Lﬂ; 1859
Seuolon met and wés constituted with Prayer. Members present
Reve K. . Milner Mod, R. Woods, J. B. Long, J. P. Hopkins Elders.
Ther came before the Session Elizabeth Jane Evans and was
exumiu&d*wn axperimental religion and was recelved into the communion

of the Church. Session then closed with PraYer.
' J J. B, Long Clk of Sess
1 thie same day the above named person made a publick profession
of her faith in Christ and was baptised.
: J. B. Long Clk of Sess
Examined & appréoved in Presbytery, Milledgeville , Ga.
April 9th, 1959.
Co., Wo Lane (?) ###ff Mod 'r--

July 2nd, 1859

Segsion met and was conttituted with Prayer. Members present
Rev. Rs We Milher Mod, R, Woods, Js Be Long, Js Fo Groves & J. A,

McCurdy Ruling Elders.
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Session then passed an order that they would not recive any

person by letter from the Baptist Church without their making a
publick profession of their faith in Christ.At'the same time received
by leticr irom the Baptist Church at Carnesvilk Mary Weems. Done

by ordet: @#f sess, /

i

Je« Bs Long Clk of Sess
On Lﬁo next day the above named person came forward and made a
publick pﬁ;fession of her faithf in Christ and was received into
full fellowship. ' :
J. B, Long Clk of Sess

Session met and was constituted witﬁ Prayer. Members preseht
Rev. R. W. Milner Mod, D. Evans, R. Woods, J. Bes Long, b gy Groves,
Jo A McCurdy & J. P. Hopkins. ' |

Then came béfﬁre the session of the Church Mrs. Urena Daniel '
and was examined on experimental religion and was received in the
communion of the Church. Session then closed with Prayer.

Je« Bs Long Clk of Sess
On the same day the above named person made a publick profession

of her faith in Christ and was baptised.
Jo Be. Long Clk of Sess

Nov. 5, 1859

Session met and constituted with Prayer. Members present Rev,
: I
Re We MilnerMod, R« Woods, . J. B. Long, Ji F. Evans, J. A. McCurdy

|
Rulipg EldeFS

Then t%ok up the case of Isbel Humane for absenting herself from
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the House of God and its privileges and appointed a commlittee of
three to see her Dr. J. F. Groves, J. B, Long, J. A. McCurdy,

Jo 'y livans & Jo A. MeCurdy saw her and reportéd to the sesslon that
she gave o satisfaction. Session then directed the clk to have her
cited t ttend, Session closed Wwith Prayer. |

J. B. Long Clk of Sess

Nov. 1¢thi) 1859 ‘

Scaiion met and was constituted with Prayer..‘Members present
Rev. R. ¢, Milner Mod, R. Woods, J. T. Evans, J. A. McCurdy Rulihg
Elders. '

| ession then took up the case of Isbel Humane. Dr. J. F. Grdves

reported that he took the citation and talked with her but no
‘satisfaction. Session then appointed J. F. Groves to see her and
defend her case. Session then closed ith prayer.

J. B. Long Clk, of Sess

Dec. 3rd, 1859

Session met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present
Rev. R. W, Milner Mod, R. Woods, John F. Groﬁes, Je Ao McCurdy, J. P,
Hopkins Ruling Elders. ' :

Session then took uf the case of Isbel Humane. Dr. Groves stated

that W#HEFHRIHRBHTBIHARAB A E##  he went to see her and stated
that he could not do anything with her. She sald that she would not i
|

attend and they might do just what they saw proper with her. Session
then suspended her until she repent of her .falt and makes some

acknowledgément of the same. Sesslon then‘closed with prayer.

L . 'J. B. 'Long Clk of Bess 4

|

‘ 1

i . gt |
| ; )

Jan. 7th, 1860 _ : wi : |

Session met and was constituﬁéd with.Pféyer. Members present
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Rev. Ry W, Milner Mod, R. Woods, J. B. Long, J. F. Groves, J. A.

McCurdy ¢ [T. P, Hopkins Ruling Elders.
|

Session inquired for business &nMr. P. H. Evans came forward and
stated tha& he had on one occasibn bin drunk to his shame &f regret
and stated that if they would forgive him for that offence by the
help of God he never would be gilty of the charge again. The Session
excused him., Session then appointed a committee of three to write

a letter to the Church as regards situation and admonish one and all
to the performance of their duty.fhat committee conslsts of Dr. John

F. Groves, Joseph B. Long & Robert Woods and their report read before
the Church & filed on the minutes. 6losed with prayer.

J« Bs Long Clk 'of Sess
August 10tn); 1860
Session met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present
Rev. R. W. Milner Mod, D. Evans, R. Woods, J.s B. Long, & J. P.
Hopkins Ruling Elders.

Then came before session John G. Lane, Freeman Weems, Asa T.

‘Falkner, Hesiah Weems, klisabclh YWeems, Susannah L. Hopkins & Mary
. Levy ¢nd Thomas B, Anthony Jun and was examined on experimental
. religion nnd was received into tic communion of the Church. Session

then tookirecess.

‘ J+ B. Long Clk of Sess

Session came together again. then appeared before the session
Mrs. Mary A. Anthony and was examinedcn experimental religion and was |
received into the communion of the Church. Session thenclosed with
prayer.

J. B. Long Clk of Sess
On the same day the foregoingmmed persons made a publick profession

of their raith in Christ and John G. Lane, Asa .T. Falkner, Thomas B.
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inthony, Mary A, Anthony, Hesiah Weems & Elizabeth Weems was

J« B, Long Clk of Sess

cept 2

Session met and was constituted with Prayer. lMembers present
Rev. R. W. Milner, Mod, R. waods, J. A. MCCurdy, J. F. Groves,

Je P« Hopkins & J. Be Liong ﬁuling Elders.

Then appeareﬁ before the session Thomas A. Long and was examined
on experimental religlion and was received into the communion of the
Church. Session‘then closed with Prayer. :

; J. B. Long Clk of Sess
On the same day the above named person made a publick profession

of Hls falth 10 CHYlst.

J. B. Long Clk of Sess

Oct 8th, 1860

Sessﬂbn met and was constituted with Prayer. Members present

pulil |y : .
Rev. R, W.|Milner Mod, D. Evans, R. Woods, J. B. Long, F. Groves,

L
J. P. Hopkins & J. Ao McCurdy Ruling Elders.
| Then appeared before session Dr. B. N Thompson, Armandy Jane

Thompson & Margarett Elisabeth Emily Carithers and was examined on

experimental religion and was received into the communion of the Church.

Segsion tlien closed with prayer.

Js. Bs Long Clk of Sess

On the same day the above named persons made a publick profession

of their Fﬁith in Christ & Amanda Jane Thompson & Margarett Elisabeth
Emily Car! thers was baptised.

J¢:Be Long Clk of Sess

I )
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|

gession mel and was constltuted with prayer. Members present R.W. Milner, E

i |

joderator, David Evans, Robert Woods, John F., Groves, Jackson Hopkins & !
Robert Hendercon, Elders. Mary Weems a member of thig church with charged

with unlawful intimacy wlth another man than her husband., It was rodered by

the se: n that she be cilted to appear before the session of this church on t1

the 21ct day of November. session then adjourned until the 21st instant. t

/3¢ ! ‘
November 21st, 186‘. gession met according to adjournment and was constitm

tuted with prayer. Members present Reve. R.W. Milner, Moderator; D. Evans, }
|

R. Woods, J.P. Hopkins & R. Henderson, Elders. The accused having been
presented with a copy of the charge and a list of the names of witnesses
against her and cited to appear as ordered by the Session, she appeared.

The session proceeded to the investigation of the case. Firgt witness:

Freeman Weems. Qe Do you know any thins implicating Mrs. Weems with unlgw-

-, ful intimacy with any other man than yourself? Ao I think s0. Q. How far

back do yam go with these charges? A{ nearly three years. Q. Mention the
fivst cause. A. We went into the store doing some trading. I was ouk and

coming to the door. Suddenly I say them leaning over the counter as if

 whisper1ng together. He suddenly jerked up, I saw & changé in their

countenance which led he to suspect something ronge This was about three

' years ago. Q. Vhat next? A. On Chtistmas eve night 1858 I saw him stand-

ing in the chiﬁney corner. I was watching heard a knock I went up, he
stepped off. Qs What next? A. In the spring after in 1859 I was led to
believe all was not right. Q. what was that? A. I saw them having a private
chats and on that Wednesday night it being mail day he went for the mail
got home late did not come with his family to church. I went back home
found him in the chimney cornere I spoke to some of my family and he ran
off. Next in July or Augus® tlle same year 1859 when gettin near home I

heard a nolse behind the house, went up so I could see. Saw the window

" paptly open and a man standing leaning in the window. When I went up he ran

R Cad & PO S R e == RO~ (o~ R o | Said She did mot.
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( 0. What next? The winter followlng I went up‘to the shop and returned,
sliped up got over fence near kitchen saw him in corner of fence. He sald he
ought to give some explanation. Said he had heard I was jealous of him and he
was looking around to see 1f he could find out, £ told him-I was and my réasons
Jor 1t running him from my house. Q. What did this man tell you hls excuse
| Qas? A, He denied belng there only the first time amd stated that he had went
there that time to play off a Christmas trick. Q. How do you know it was him?
A, From his dress and appearance. Q. How long have you been jealous of your
wife and your reason. A. I alluded to reports that followed her from the uper
neighborhood, Q. How long before yau left did you hear of these reports?
A, Three or four?fearso Q. Was she accused of intimacy wlth more than one man?
Ao She wase Qo Dmdlyou have any dvidence of the fact? A. I do not know
positibely of any. Q. Did any one ever tell you it was s0? Ao A man told me it
(s 0. Q. Was he a crddible man? A. He was. Q. Was there any dificulty in
any church in that neighborhood? and in what dit it result? A. Inthe expul-
sion of the man from the church. §o Was your wife a member of the church at
that time? A. She was at Carnesville. Q. How did you wxplain &t to her church?
A. The dificulty about a pilece of writing; my explanation was that they had
got a false report of the instrument of writing. Q. When you came here you
believed that all was not right with your family? A. I did. Q. The next
incident that le. you to suspect the man in this neighborhood? A, In the spring
of 1861 I went ouf to watch in consequence of his being absent from his usual
place of business at a certain time of day. I went down about the spring after
seeing my wife go that way and I say him passing nearly on the other side of
the tracj combng in that direction and he saw me and turned and went another
wayes Qe What next? In July I went down to the sping soon saw her coming. Saw

le man on the fence by Hamptons. I asked hef about it, ©She sald she knew

nothing about his belng there. that sne had been out to get some blackberries.

Qe Thurdday October 10th do you know anything of a susplcious character?
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:“‘ T do not remember anything. I went down home to make some paste. Saturday
October 12th I was notified that eh went at the back door of the kitchen., I went
I got to Mr., Bhodes cowpen before I was discovered by the children. fhey all
made for the kitchen. I got to the upper corner of the house. They got the door

M%de enough open to go in he was standing at the back door and Mrs. Weems in the

‘door. They conversing together. Q. id you see him there at any other time
that week nhght or day? As I saw him at my nouse F¥riday night, 1t was not late
l in the night. Q. How about some hoop skirts? A. She got them while I was in
Athems., Thomas said to me she had got three and they to be paid for when I
came home. Was she or your family sald he waé there any other time? He was
~there Saturday evening and at night & Sunday mofning'came about elght o'clock

iand left about nine o'elocks

‘Cross Examination:

% Q¢ “Was any of the chirldén_awith Mrs. Weems at the times you mention seeing
her at the spring? Ae They were. ‘‘ngelina was with her the first time and

f Eliza the last time. Qe Did you se; Ellza go to the kitchen and retunn to the
| house again? A. I do not remember it if I did ' |
i Testimony of A.W. McCurdy 2nd Witnesse

| Qo Yo you know anything relative to these charges against Mrs., Weems$

| Ans. I do. Q. How long shnce has anything come under your knowledge? A. Some

; time this summer. Q. State such things as came under your knowledge? Ans. I saw

' a person going down the lant going through the potato patch. Qe How near did the

| merson go to the house? A. As near as the pine thickeb. Q. Did you see anythhhg

;\during the week embracing the charges? A, I saw him Wednesday pass up through

| the potato patch round the pine thicket saw him sometime after returning dont
recolect how long he staid ¥k though not long. Saw Thursday about the same
as on Wednesday. Next I saw was on Saturday saw about the same only more than

' on former days. Having some curlosity to see farther I steped out of my shop

down so I could sge;petter. I saw the same person pass aroundt as before & this
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time go as I think tothe back door of the kltchen. Q. Yid you see anything of
01 Mrs. Weems that day? A. think I say her about the shouse=- Saw from my stable
the same person about Eleven oclock Sumday golng from that way home. Q. Have

you seen anything since? A. I have seen the same person about twice golng ébout

‘the place & returning home up the lane but with alone I would not have suspected

(
sl anything wronge _
| Testimony of Rev. R.W. Milner 3rd wifness

Q. Will you state what you know in relation to the chafges against Mrs. Weems?
Ans, ‘I was led to notice anything that took place from remarks which I heard ;
from members of the church about her and this man being too intimate. It was
about the first of July I saw him coming form the immediate neighborhood of that
house. The next thing was a visit of this woman to my house, coming in the back
way, telling my wife things which a faithful wife could not do.(to wit) that

hr— husband was btaying out ##E#ik## Late at night and that he was drinking
too much and various charges. various other thhpgs led me to notice. this
occured about s week before what I sawe. Monday I noticed this man passing

about the same roult as testified by McCurdy returning 1uesdayo Wednesday, the
same thing occured retunngng wifh something in his handsy I supposed to be corne
this was the 7th ¢th & 9th days of October- on the 10th of October (Thurdday)
fixing to start from home about nine oclock say this man go up to the back

door of the kitchen (bkikieving hé went in) and in about two minutes I saw her
take the children to the house. went back to the kitchen and closing the doorj

I then aftor some time saw Mr. Weems going down the road when a great hubbub
occurred. o children running to the kitchen. I say Eliza run to the kitchen
run back to the house. Saw Mr. Weems go to the kitchen #f#### peep in at a
erack saw him gquat down as if peepbng under the house did not see them come

d,_ of the kltchen did not see the man go out but soon saw him coming up from

that way. I left home on the day mentioned and was not back untill Friday nddis

night, I had a conversation with Mr. Weems about going to the army and his

i

i
|
x
i
I
!
j
f
i
i
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+easons he sald he would not go if all was right at home and repeating about
the same story ‘o me that he has to us today. I Teft him waw the man as I was
going to my yard. Saw tge'man going down as on former occasions and getiﬁg overE
the fenc ar the pine thicket. When about twenty yards from the fénce I saw -
‘the womain 1,0 into the kitchent Hefpassed around the pine thicket was out of .
my sight about one minute. I then:saw him about one hundred yards from the
house in Weems-enclosuee9 coming straight up to the kitchen door and as I
thoughf went inj; I then went down to the McCurdy shbp Weems was there, I spoke
to McCurdy. I then returned to my yard, when I got into my yard I saw Weems
walking pretty fast toward home: When he got to the corner of Rhodes cow pen
the children discovered him. HEliza ran to the kitchen door and knocked and
‘returned to the house with a breat hubbhb, Weems went on when he got near the
itchen the man apparéntly stepped out of the door, Weems passed right on to
‘the door and opened it. ‘he girls were with hiie Think Wemms did not go in,
sat down in the door. During the next week I saw the man standing in thé pine
thickef As some ladies passed up the road he passed to bhe back of the
kitchen, rapped on the fitnce with his stick and then picked up something and
threw it at the house and Mrs. Weems came out to him.
Miss Keslah Weems first witness for the accused.
Q. Was you at home on Thursday the 10th day of October? Ans. I was. Q. Did you
see anything improper in you mother? A, I did not Q. Did you see amy man
~__about the premises that day? Did not. Q. Do you rmmember anything about
(”)Saturday the 12th &@f October? A, I do I saw a man in the field and mother
called to him and he came to the fence and she asked his advice in a certain
matter and told him she had a paper she wanted him to eead and he corssed the
~ 2nce and came to the kitchen door. Q. What then occurred?A. He remained
untill Pa come. Q.IWhat then occured, Did they speak? A, Pa sald it was a
pretty day to him & then he spoke. Q. Did he remain iong after that? A. No
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¥ % longe Q. Did he not come into the house? A, He did not., Qe Which way did
he leave? A, He crossed the fence and went up throughthe field. Q. Did he come‘
there any other time? A, Yes Friday night the 1lth, Q. What time of night did
he come? A. About elight @clock. Q. How long did he remain? A. Dont recollect.
_"Q. Did he go awny that might? A. He did. Q. Was he there at any other time that
week? A. Yes on Laturday evening he had dug some potatoes & brought them to
show to uc, This was about half hour by sun in the evening. Q. Do you
remember any other time that he was there since that? 4. He came down Saturday
night to see if Pa had come home to go Patroling. Q. Did he cHil#### come in?
A. No. Remember no other time that he was there. Q. Do you remember when your

Pa worked Athens? Ae I do remember his coming home in the night and saying

he saw womebody at the window and that he thought they were they were trying to
make an interuption between him and Ma he was not satisfied with breakkng him
ﬂ;§in the shop he told his name next morning and it was not the man we have
béen talking about. Q. Had you heard anything before he came? A. No

Cross Examination

On Thursday loth of October witness thinks whén her father came home to get

the salwe it was about nine oclock thinks her mother & Eliza was in the kitchen
getting dinner thinks the children was in the house her Pa stoped in the house,
Fryday nlght there was a man came and staid aobut one hour & a half or longer

Pa came home white he was there. Q. Was any of the family sick? A. Eligabeth was
& sent to the store for Batemans drops for her. Q. Was there any body thefe
Junday morning? A, yes a man was thereo.

Elizabeth Weems 2nd witness for the accuseds

Q. Do you remember Thursday the 10th day of October? A, Yes. Q. Was you at home?
A Yes Q. Was:ther% any man there that day? A. No. Qe Did you see amy man about
the premises? A. Nq. Q. Did you see any bocy Friday? Yes at night. Q. What time
did he come A, Aboﬁt eight oclocks Q. When did he leave? A. About nine oclocke

0. What took place between your Ma and the mang A. She called him to come near
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one wanted hls advice and then she offered him a paper to read. ‘fid not come
in stald ten or fiyteen minutes. He was there on Sunday morning, went away at

ten or dleven oclock. Qe Do you rmmember when your Pa workdd in Athens? A. Yes
Qe Do you remember hearing anything that occured on his coming home that night?

v Yes., he saw a man standing at the window. Pa sald 1t was a man, not thg/pnéfwe

have been talking about but Pa sald he had not pestered him enough and he wanted }
‘ : |
to produce ah interruption between him and Ma. Q. Was there anything else occurred
. I

about it? A. Yes that man knew Pas was coming home that night for he had told him

80e Qo Did you ever haear of any other man being about the place. A. Yes,

Q. Was 1t the first man alluded to or the last? A. the first him and Pa talked |
together. He sald to Pa he had understood that he was jealous of him and Ma and

Pa told him he wags not nor never had been. Q. Who done the cooking the week
including the twelfth of October? A. Kesiah, we cook week about, Q. Do you . ‘
nfﬁbmber where you were when your Pa came hope to get the salve? A. I was in the |
house. Q Where was your Ma when your Pa came? A. She was in the house. Eliza was
gone to the spring. §. “id your Pa go to the kitchen? A4 Pa did not go into the ###
kitchen. Q. Did he hot go to the kitchen to see your Ma? A. He did. Q. How

long before your Pa come did you Ma go out to the kitchen? A. About ten of

fifteen minutes. Q. Saturday morning witéfi#s where were you when your Pa came
home? A. I was in the ¥¥#### kitchen. Hesiah had gone out to ger some wood and
Just come in as Pa came homB., Q. Who was there? A, A man, Q. How come there?

A, Ma called him. Q. What about the whoop skirts? A¢ Py came and said that one

! the men sald one was paid for and Ma sald that she would not have it that way
she would burn it up firste |

. After hearing the testimony the Session unanimously decided her guilty of
intimacy highly discreditable to her as a Christians aftfffidds# and declde that
she is suspended from the Communion of the.chruch until satisfaction is given iﬁ,
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w.ien she shall be admonished by the Moderator and restored. The Session comes td;
thls conclusion for the following reasons. whey beltewe that the testlimony in |
the two speclifications made to be of the very strongest clrcumstantial character;i
tending directly to prove her gullt in thls case., Again the evidence before the
session implicating her in many oth?r instances is unimpeached, and as a whole
makes out in our ppinion a plain case of guilte. ihen there was no testimony for
her that we considered scarcely competent, being none but her two Daughters & E
thelr Testimony was in the whole no more than a general denlal of the crime.
" Ls being the case we must conclude her guilty, without a shadbw of a doubt

of conduct highly déscreditable to her as a Christian,

Sesslon closed with Prayer. ‘
i Robert Hendersony, C.S. \

|
1

e
1 i
Mgust 19th, 1861 |
The Session mét & was opened with prayer. #######H# Present Elders
Hopkins, Long, Woods & Groves & Re Milner, Moderator.

The Session was notified that'rumor charged Sargh Manning & her daughter
Elizabeth with very disreputable conduct. After consultation i8 was determined
to clte them to appear bé&fore the session on the 29th inst. to answer to the
following charges, that at home they were guilty of most obscen® & adulterous
conduct & that gadding through the country they violate the Scripture injunction
that they should be chaste keepers at home.

Witnesses, Jas. Thompsonysen.y John A, McCurdy, Jun., Mary Burres & bthers.
“Session adjourned to meet on the 29th. Closed with prayer.

R.W. Milner, Mod.
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Augs 29th, 1861

The Sess. met according to ddjournment & was opened with prayer, Present the
Mode ReW. Milner, Elders, Long, Groves, Hopkins, Woods and Henderson. The .
[ase of Sarah Manning & her daughter were introduced. After reading the charge
‘& the introduction of some unimportagt testimony it was resolved to smmd a

commission eonsisting of Woods, HOpkins & Long to take the testimony of some

[

witnesses whose attendance could not be sacured., Sesslon then adjourned to meete--

R.W. Milner.

Session met.according to adjournment present members aseéove & proceeded to
the trial of Sarah Manning & her daughter. The bestimony of Mary Burres taken
by Commission was introduced & 1s as followss
Hgye you been any night lately at Sarah Manning's? Yes Sir.

w*,h whom did you sleep§ With Fanny & Sarah Mahning

Was anyone else there that night? Yes Sir Russel Porteffield an a man was the
answer . :
Where did Elizabel! sleep? With that man in room

what time did Poeterfield come? At what time did they go to bed?

"I was on the bed when they went®

Did they know you were awake? I dont know Sir.
Did anyone come to the bed? Yes Sir, Elizabeth came

Was anyone else there? Yes Slr, six or seven negroes

( 1d they bring anything? One of them brought something in a handkerchief.

At what time did Porterfield leave? I was al schoole.

The Testimony of this girl was objected to by defendent as she intanded to
r-nsecute her in a elvil Court, her objection was not admitted.

“Thurmond Sanders was introduced by the Session ##if## as a witness and
examined as follows: Did you see the accused the day Capt. Montgomery'é |

Com. left for Athensy I did

7
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Did you see any improper intimacy between them:& any man?
I saw Dick David kiss Elizabeth Manning in the Streets of Athens, They were

in a wagon 1n the Streetse

. Jas. Thompson, Sen., & others Testified that they had seen the accused at

various public gatherings, within!doors & places where they could not have

business. Thompson testlfied thaé she had once asked him for wheat at one of
these gatherings, this is the only time in which they made a show.of business.,

After MSHHHHH# hearing the testimony the Session boted the charge
fully sustained in the case of Elizabeth Manning & only the Seckond
specification in the case of Sarah Manning & suspended them from the
Communion of the Church until they gave evidence of amendment.

Session then adjournede
R.Wo Milner
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Bharles “illiam infant son of Rev. G.He & A.M. Cartledge, “pril 6th, 1850
Samuel Groves infant son of William M. & E.I. Cartledge, Zemely Jane infant
daughter of Benj., W, & E.A. Woods and Sarah Rebekah infant daughter of
Robert and A.M. Woods ~ May 4th 1851,

. Sarah Eller Clementine infant Daughter of Joépph B. & Sarah L. Lohg,

Eliza Artemissa infant daughter of James & Zemily W. Woods,

Busannah Long, Thomas Joseph & Isabells Matilda infant children of

Jackson P. & Mary L. Hopkins - August 3rd, 1851

Joseph Melvin infant son of Rev. G.H. & A.M. Cartledge and

lancy Jane infant daughter of W.M. & E.J. Cartledge UMlY“tﬁg‘hth, 1852
Elmira Tillotson infant Daughter of “lmira Story - 1852 : |
Mary Margaret infant Daughter of Z.M. & Dianah Thompson this the |

4th of October, 1852

Bethany Llizabeth and "illiam Henry Long imfant children of James 8. &
%rancis Longf

David Alexander infant son of J.P. & Mary L. Hopkins, Mary Frances infant
Daughter of S.C. & M.E. Groves, John Allen infant Son of R. & A.M. Woods
Cicero Groves infant “on of James & Zemily W, Woods this the 9th of

October 1853

William Hammond Groves Infant son of Dr. J.F.G. & Eliza Groves

Eda Mllner Dudley?& James Samuel Infant Children of Willis J. & Martha Dudley

1854 | |

. John Milton infant son of ﬁilliam He & Huldah McCurdy
Harriet Elizabeth Infant Daughter of John A. & Nancy McCurdy, Jane “lice

Infant Daughter of Stephen C. & Mary E. Groves May 17th, 1857,
Robert Infant son of Hhmesﬂ5. Pearce & Priscilla Pbarce Sept., 1858

_ames Lucas Infant son of George W. & E.Ls Evans Oct. 1857

7
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Charles William infant son of Reve G.H. & A.M. Cartledge. “pril 6th, 1850

samuel Groves infant son of William E., & E.J. Cartledge

Semely Jane infant daughter of Benj. W. & E.A. Woods and Sarah Rebekah infant
daughber of Robert and A.N., Woods - May L4th, 1851

e

{f\ﬁarah Eller Clementine infant Daughbet of Joseph B, & Sarah L, Long, Eliza
Artamlssa infant daughter of Hames’/& Zemlly W, Woods Susannah Long, Thomasﬁ#####i

Joseph & Isabella Matllda infant children of Jackson P. & Mary L. Hopkins

August 3rd, 1851 T e T et |

Joseph Melvin infant son of Rbv. G.H. CArtledge & A.M. Cartledge and Nancy Jane

infant Daughter of W.M. & E.J. Cartledge July 4th 1852 ‘ i

Elmira Tillotson infant Daughter of Elmira Story 1852,

l

Mary Margaret infant Daughter of J.M. & Dianah Thompson this the Wth of 2 |

October, 1852,
i R e S R Pt Mt s
Bethany Hlizabeth and William Henry Long infant children of Hames S, Fnd

Francis Long
David Alexander infant son of J.Ps & Mary L. Hopkins. Mary Frances infant
"Daughter of S.C. & M.E. Groves. John “llen infant Son of R.& A.m. woods,

Cicero Groves infant Son of James & Zemily W. Woods this the 9th of October,1853,

William Hammond Groves infant son of Dr. J.Fs & Eliza Groves. Eda milner
Dudley & James Samuel Dudley Infant children of Willis H. & Martha Dudely,1854%.
| John Milton infant son of William H. & Huldah' McCurdy. Hariet Elizabeth Infant
77Daughter of Hohn A, & Nanc¥ McCurdy & Jane Alice Infant Daughter of Stephen C.
& Mary E. Groves. May 17, 1857,
Robert Infant son of Hames A. Pearce & Prihscilla Pearce Sept. 1858

James Lucas Infant son of George W, & E.G. Evans Oct. 1857.
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Mary Francls, “lizabeth Susan & Barah Eliza Infant Children of W.P. &
E.J. Evans.
Sarah Emer M Nathaniel Gholston Infant Children of James S, & Francis Long
Corndllia Joseph & Lelar Jane Infant Children of John F, & E.J. Groves
Robert Milner Infant son of Samuel F, & Martha W. Woods
Nancy Elizabeth Infant Daughter of William H. & Huldah MeCurdy
Mary Talula Infant Daughter of J.P. & Mary L. Hopkins
Sgrah Elizabeth Infant Daughter of AW, & Tildah F. MeCurdy
Sarah Harriet Martha Infant Children of James Thompson Jun,
Mary Elisa In?ant Child of George W. & E.J. Evans
John Infant son of J.W.N. & E.J. Cartledge ~=0ct, 2nd, 1858
Joseph Deloney Infant son of William & Loucindy Thompson
Nancy Elizabeth Infant Daughter of J.L. & C.A, Cartledge «®pril 3rd, 1859
( Willlan “icero Infant son of "illiam N. & E.J. Cartledge -
Mary Francis Infant Daughter of “illiam H. & Huldah McCurdy
Robert "ilson Infant son of Robert & A.N. Woods |
John Thomas & “harles :icero Infant Children of Willls J. & Martha
No Yudley --July 3rd, 1859 '
Benjamin Franklin infant son of S.F. & M.W. Woods
William Ephriam infant son of J.A.M. M@Curdy
Harriet Blizabe'h infant Daughter of J.P. M.L. Hopkins ’
Esavas 8arl Jamos Williamson Frances Angeline Sarah Margaret Infant fhildren
, of Fo & M, Weems
James infant son of J.A. & No MeCurdy -w---Nov, 20th 1859
Sarah Artemlssa infant Daughter of G.W. & E.J. Evans
James Samuel Infant son of J.A. & M MeCurdy
ames Wy o Infant son of J & N Thomspsen
William ftussell Josephbne & Martha gngalena 1nfant children of
Urino Daniel
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Thos. Golden infant son of A.N. & M.F, McCurdy -==May 6th, 1860

Sarah Francls & John Neﬁton infant children of I.We & A Saye this the

1st day of July 1860

George Case hnfant son of Reve R.W. & Sarah L Milner- thls the 8th of Aug 1860

Mary infant Daughter of Dr. B'M'r& Amanda Jane Thomppon This the Bth.ogéoct.
' ! 1860

Georgla Ann Infaqt Daughter of George W. & E.J. Bvans
Ida Infant Daughévr of J.Be & Sarah L. Long

Luclus Cooksey iﬂfant Son of John E,“& E.J. Groves N
Robert Wills Infant 36n of “obert W. & Sarah L. M;1lner l |
Armarintha Lucinda Infant Daughter of William H. & Huldah McCurdy

John Thomas Infaqt son of John A, & Nancy McCurdy

Emmer Infant Daughter of{Steppen C. & Mary E., Groves
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99«
96

97+

98,

1.
2.
3
L,
De
6o
7
8
9.

(no explanation given for this Numbering)
Mary Carithers ‘

Mary Tail - Deceased
Willis J, Vudley

James P. McCallister - Deceased

LIST OF COLORED MEMBERS NEW HOPE CHURCH . _
f

‘

Daniel = Serv., of T, Long
Martina - Serve. of J.B. Long
Henry ~ Serv. of W, Carithers

Nedv Serv. of J. Thompson, Sen.

Mary - Scrv. of J. Thompson, Jnn.
Peggy - ' erve. of D, Evans - Dead
Eda - Serv. of “illiam Thompson

John - #erve, of Me Carrington - Deadt

Clark - Serve of J«Be & Thomas A, Long




1.

3.
o

50

7o

8

9e
105
11
12,
1735
14,
15,
16,
17+
18.

19,

20,
D1y
22,
234
2k,
25,
26,
27
28,

st of Members in New Hope Church
Col. Samuel Groves, Elder  (Dead)
Rachel Groves
Stephen C, Groves
Maje Wm. L. Groves
Rebekah J, Groves = dismissed bp letter
Dr, John F. Groves = dismidsed by letter
Benj .W, Wood, Elder -~ Suspended
Eliza “*, Woods ‘
Robert Woods , Elder
Artemissia M. Woods = Deceased
Elizabetii I, Woods ‘
Samuel [, Woods = Deceased
Femely W. Woods
Sarah I, Woods | i
Joseph B, Lgng, ES&O, Elder
Sarah Le. Long
as Long, Esqne -Deceased
Isabella Long = Dead
Elizabeth Long
A:nne Long- Dismissed by letter
James l. Long
Sarah'H. Long - Dismissed by letes
Jackson P, Hopkins - Deceased
Mary Hopkins
James McCurdy, Esqit.
Rachel McCurdy
Mary W. McCurdy
Susan E, Coyle « Digmissed by letter.



29,
30,

Alonzo W. McCurdy « deceased

John #, McCurdy

3l. Martha W. McCurdy

32, James Y, McCurdy

33.
34,
S
36,
37
38.
39.
40,

41,

7

: 42,

43,
W,

45

46,
474
L8,
49,
50,
51
52

53
ol
55
56,

Elizabeth McCurdy

Samuel G. McCurdy - Deceased/June 20th, 1863

Nancy McCurdy - Died June 9th, 1854

William H. Mc Curdy

John A. tMeCurdy = Deceased

Eliza/ﬁécurdy ;

N. Carolinc McCurdy |

Sarah L. McCurdy = Deceased

Samuel D, McCurdy - Dead

Nancy A, Cartledge - Dead

Elizabeth W, Cartledge - Dismissed by letter

Groves Ho Cartledge - Minister

Annie M. Cartledge - Dismissed b y letter

William M. Cartledge

Jane Cartledge

Stephen C. Cartledge - -Dismissed by letter

John L. C.rtledge - Dismissed by letter

Cynthia A. C rtledge

Martha N. Cartledge - Now Dudley

D, Amands Cartledge = Dlismissed by letter
James ‘hompson, Sen., - Dead

Jsme = Thompson, Jun. $#P##E#  deceased

Elizabeth Thompson

Samueo Thompson - Deceased




57
58

60,
61,
62,
63,
6k
65
66,
67.
68,
69.
704
71
72,
73
e
754

77

81.
82.
83,
8l
85
86

21k
Mafy #. Thompson

Mary Thompson

James H. Thompson

Dianah Thompson

“11zabeth Carithers

David Evans Esqre. = Elder -~ Deceased

Mary BEvans = Deceaséd

Willizw Te Evans

John G. kvans

Alexander Human = Elder - Diedll Decs 1852

Frederick Human |

Isabella Human - Suspended

“nne Human

Martha Woods

Mary Ann Graham - Dead

Adaline Pattenm

Nancy N,A. Power. - Dead

Sarah Saye - Dos,ossed June 15th 1867

Sarah lilizabeth Thothpson

Blizabelh Jane Branham

Elmira Stpru - Dismissed by letter

Salina loyd = Dismissed by letter

Sarah Jane Mannen - Suspended

I IRBABHABERS  Saren Catharine Woods
nces Goulden Woods - Deceased

Samuel Fergus Woods - Deceased

Mamy BEpsy Groves (Mary Epsy)

Joseph Willosn Cartledge =~ Dismissed by letter

Francls Long '

William Alexander Thompéaz‘- Deceased




87« Newton Méjes Story - Suspended

88, Matilda Frances McCurdy

89, Huldah Strickland

90. Elizabeth Story';.Dismiséed by Letter

91, Emlly Carithers : /

92. Arminda Carlthers

93+ Nancy Thompson /

9%, Harriett Thompson

95. Rachel A, Woods

96. Lucy J. Patten - Indefinitely Suspended

97. George W. Evans = Deceased

98, James Thompson, jun. Deceased

99, Thomas W. Long ;

100. Sidney F. Woods

101, Mattha N. Woods

102, Peneacy C. Thompson

103+ Susan Sorrells - Dism ssed by letter - 1864
104, Emily F., Woods

105, Mary Woods

106, Eliza Groves - Dismissed by.letter

197+ Rachel . McCurdy '

108, Sarah 4. Strickland

1094 Mancy lmily Thompson

110. Sarah A R N Patten

111, Sarah lMechuldah Branaham , :
1120 BtV [ R ERBIRAR BB B Barbary Agnes ?nthony
113. BEnily 4nn Patten = SuSpended _ ' '
114, Hebecker Scott o Dismissed by letter

115. Salency Strickland

116, Elhed Mannen - Suspended




Lnfbohn Le Cartledgé and CyWthia * nne MeCurdy Dec.‘ahth, 1850 i
‘Nillis Je Yudley and artha N, Qartledge May 29th, 1851

Samuel Patton and Susan Evans Feb. 2lst, 1850

Marriages

william L. Groves and Rebekah Jane’Scott Decs 20th 18H9

YAlonzo W. McCurdy and Metilda orterfield September 9th, 1852

—
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Deaths
James Thompson, sen. June 29th 1851 i L
Alexander Humane blder December hth, 1852 oAbl
Nancy N, A. Power
Col. Samuel Groves filder #ug 3rd;'1856
Mary odd July 19th, 1859

_ﬁglizabeth Thompson Nov, 1856 '. 1 , _j-?,i jff:;}ff:vf.f

Isabelle Long Decs 15th, 1859 'f.-- G Db B S
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Transcript from
"Historical Sketches'"

Presbyterian Churches
and
Early Settlers in
Northeast Georgia
by
Groves Harrison Cartledge
(Printed by the University of Georgia Printing Department - Distributed by )
Jessie J. Mize, Athens, Georgia.

Page 20
""Historical Sketches of New Hope Church' - By The Rev. Groves H.
Cartledge" ;

In the autumn of 1787, a colony of Scotch-Irish Presbyterians started
from the neighborhood of Carlisle, Penn., to seek new homes in the wilds of
upper Georgia. When they had nearly reached the Savannah River, they met
a crowd of pioneers fleeing from Georgia before the infuriated savages.
Several persons and some entire families had been ruthlessly murdered by
the Indians. In consequence of these reported Indian outrages, most of the
Pennsylvania emigrants stopped a year in Abbeville County, South Carolina,
and made a crop there in 1788, and in the fall of the same year continued
their journey to Georgia. They all settled in the same neighborhood between
the north and south forks of Broad River, one of the larger tributaries of the
Savannah, in what was then Wilkes County, 40 miles northwest of Washington.

Perhaps the oldest man among them, and the only Englishman in the
whole colony, was my grandfather, Stephen Groves, from Lancashire,
England, who had emigrated to Pennsylvania about the year 1763, and who
had intermarried with Isabella Weakly, of Carlisle, and had thus become
identified with the Scotch-Irish.

Stephen Groves died in March, 1839, in the one hundredth year of his
age, when the writer was 19 years old; and much of the information given in
these sketches was obtained from his lips and.frém. the lips of his older
children, all of whom but two were born in Pennsylvania. His oldest daughter,
Elizabeth, was married to John McCurdy before leaving Carlisle, and with her
family formed a part of the colony. Her husband, John McCurdy, was a rela-
tive of the distinguished Rev. Elisha McCurdy, who was pastor of Cross Roads
Presbyterian Church in western Pennsylvania, from 1800 to 1835. Samuel
Long was also a prominent man among the colonists. He had a large family
and was distantly related to the Groves, McCurdy, and Hodge families. Wm.,
Hodge was a relative (an uncle, I believe, ) to that other William Hodge, who
emigrated to Tennessee, and under whose ministrations, united with those of
the Rev. James McGready, the great revival in the beginning of this century
took its rise.

Page 70

Elizabeth, the oldest child of Stephen Groves, was married to John
McCurdy some years before their removal to Georgia. She was a woman of
excellent sense and of great energy and decision of character. She had more
energy in her little finger than her husband, John McCurdy, had in his whole



Transcript from
"Historical Sketches"

Page 70 (Cont'd) ‘
body. Their daughters were Isabella, the wife of Thomas Long, Esq., and
Agnes Weakly, the first wife of Maj. William H. Saye. Their sons were
Stephen, John, James, Robert, Samuel and William. '

Stephen, John and Robert McCurdy settled in western Ga,, and I
know but little of their families. John and Phillip McCurdy of Stone
Mountain are good men, sons: of Robert McCurdy. Phillip is a Baptist
minister. James and Samuel McCurdy lived and died in Madison County,
-and left a numerous and worthy posterity, William McCurdy took to wife
the worthy Anne, the daughter of Samuel Woods, Esq., and they have
passed away leaving no.offspring.

My great grandfather was the Robert McCurdy mentioned above, and
my grandfather was Phillip McCurdy. 3
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far off in the older white settlements. The settlers were all Pennsylvanians,
and therefore they were not accustomed to subsist upon corn bread, and con-
sequently, even when corn was plentiful, they esteemed it a great hardship
to be deprived of their usual wheaten biscuits and raised loaves.,

The first generation of settlers in a new country always experience
much hardship and privation, and are all sure to die before they surround
themselves with much of the comforts of life., The second and third genera-
tions will enjoy still greater comforts. But not until a country has been
occupied by civilized people for a hundred years, do the inhabitants thereof
begin to live easily and comfortably.

Until the year 1840, the nearest good market to the New Hope settle-
ment was the city of Augusta, nearly a hundred miles distant. But at the
time of which I am writing, Augusta was only a small trading post, and
Charleston more than two hundred miles off was the nearest good market
town. The settlers, therefore, for some years bought and sold principally
in Charleston, As nearly all their money had been spent in removing and
settling themselves, and as it was several years before they could get land
enough open to make their bread, and a crop of tobacco for market, they
could only buy their salt and iron, and a little sugar and coffee for the sick
and for Sunday morning breakfasts.

But the New Hope settlers were the descendants of the Scotch Cove-
nanters who had ages before contended unto the death for Christ's crown
and covenant, and therefore we are not surprised to find that among their
first acts, was the selection of a site for a church and the erection of an
humble house of worship., The first structure was only a log cabin put up
for a temporary purpose. Soon after, perhaps about 1791 or 1792, they
built a good house made of large hewn pine logs, nicely notched together at
the ends. The shingles were nailed on with the wrought nails made by the
blacksmiths in the neighborhood, Indeed every nail in the house was home -
made., The house was seated after the manner of an amphitheatre, each
seat being raised a short step higher than the one before it, The pulpit
and table were made of pine; but they were perfect specimens of handicraft.
The builder was a Mr. Cochran, one of the members of the church, The
moulding, dovetailing, and jointing of the pulpit were absolutely perfect of
their kind, Above the pulpit was suspended a sounding-board of the same
workmanship so constructed that if it had been let down upon the pulpit it
would have formed a perfect lid, fitting it as nicely as the lid of a chest.
The pulpit, like all others of that age, was very tall and very small, In
that old house and before that tall old pulpit, the first Sabbath in October,
1838, the writer stood before the congregation and took the vows of God
upon his soul and the baptismal seal upon his brow.

Page #25

In these days, many people in the older States are tempted to seek
fresher lands in the Western States beyond the Mississippi. For the benefit
of such, I will make the following statements in connection with the history
of New Hope Church, I have heard my grandfather and others of the first
settlers around New Hope frequently say that when they left Pennsylvania in



1787, the lands around Carlisle were old and worn out, and that they emigrated
to Georgia to seek fresher lands, better range for stock, and plenty of fish and
game, During the late war in 1863, many of their grandchildren and great-
grandchildren were with General Lee when he invaded Pennsylvania, and I have
heard them affirm, that the country around that same Carlisle was all culti-
vated like a garden and contained the best farms they ever saw. Old lands are
better than new lands, Even in Georgia many men are making better crops on
lands worn out by their grandfathers than those same grandfathers ever made
upon the same lands when new and fresh, He that owns an old worn out farm
near a church, school, and mill, owns a good fortune, if he could but believe
it, And such a one dooms himself to severe hardships and privations for the
balance of his days, when he sells off his old lands and moves to the West in
search of fresher and better lands. And worse than all, perhaps he may doom
his children to grow up in rude and wild society without the refining influences
of church and school privileges, and therefore go down to the grave himself

in his old age grieving over the waywardness and ungodliness of his own off-
spring.

Page #29

William Walker, a plausible, but unstable man, who had apostatized from
New Hope, soon became a leading man and a leading preacher in the new heretical
society and made up his mind to move his church out of their old barn into New
Hope meeting house, and take it from its rightful owners. Accordingly he gave
public notice that on a certain Saturday and Sabbath he would preach in the house
and dedicate it as a '""Bible Christian'' meeting~-house, and shut the Presbyterians
out of it. When this notice was given by Walker, Col, Samuel Groves, the only
active elder, was in Milledgeville as a member of the Georgia Legislature, The
other male members would not move in the matter. But two noble women were
equal to the emergency, Mrs, Rachel Groves, the wife of Col. Samuel Groves,
and his sister, Mrs, Elizabeth McCurdy, had sprung from the land of Hamilton,
Knox, Cargill, Cameron, and Renwick, and were themselves the daughters of
heroes; and they determined that if the men would not act, they themselves would
save their beloved house of worship.

Accordingly, when the day had arrived, in the morning before Walker and
his people had assembled they locked and barred the doors and windows of the
church and then took their seats upon the front steps as the sentinels and guard-
jans of God's house, When Walker came up, they told him that that house had
been built by Presbyterians, for Presbyterians to worship the true God in; that
every log had been cut, hewn, and notched down by Presbyterians; that every
plank had been sawn, every shingle made, and every nail forged and driven by
Presbyterians, and that before he and his heretical crowd could take that house
away from the Presbyterians, they must walk over their dead bodies, After
Walker had solemnly promised that he would not attempt to take the house away
from them, and that he never would make another appointment to preach in it,
they opened the doors and let him go on with his meeting for that time., This
was a deathblow to "Bible Christianism!'' in that neighborhood, Walker soon
after left the country and went to ruin; the other Presbyterians who had been
led astray by him, soon after returned to the old fold; the heretical society
expired, and not a ''Bible Christian'' has been seen in the community for more
than forty years.



Page #35

From information lately obtained from Rev., James H, Saye, of Chester
County, S.C., I have learned that the first emigration from Cumberland County,
Penn., to New Hope, took place in 1786, George Elliot, Sr., and his five sons,
Robert, Alexander, George, Jr., James and William, and his son-in-law,
Christopher Gardner, and probably, Allen Leeper, Wm, Hodge, and others
before mentioned, started from Pennsylvania to Georgia in 1785, but hearing
in Virginia that the Indians were hostile in Georgia, they stopped one year in
Rockbridge County, Virginia, and then in the fall of 1786, continued their
journey to the unbroken wilds of upper Georgia, and made the first settlement
in the neighborhood of New Hope, in what was then the northern part of Wilkes,
but now the southern part of Madison County, Georgia, Most of the sons of
George Elliot, Sr., were married men at that time, and were mechanics. They
were Revolutionary patriots; and two of them being blacksmiths, had helped to
make the chains which were stretched across the Delaware River to impede the
British fleet at Red=bank and Mudisland in 1777. The same Elliots, after their
settlement at New Hope, employed their hands and their forges in the more
peaceful avocation of making nails for the construction of that old log-house in
which the New Hope people so long worshipped the God of their fathers; and
two more of the Elliots helped to hew the logs. The name and the very blood
of all the Elliots and Gardners have long since left the community of New Hope,
and are now scattered over the earth from South Carolina to Illinois. Rew.
J. H. Saye, of Chester County, S.C,, and his brother, Rev. John B, Saye,
of Springfield, Illinois, are grandsons (on their mother's side) of Christopher
Gardner, and great-grandsons of George Elliot, Sr, The flight of Gardner
and others from New Hope before the infuriated savages in the fall of 1787 to
Abbeville, S, C., caused Stephen Groves, John McCurdy, Samuel Long and
others of the Pennsylvania emigrants to halt and tarry one year in South
Carolina.

Page #42

But to the point. William Hodge, Sr., Samuel Woods, Robert Woods, Sr.,
Samuel Long, Sr., Stephen Groves, William Fergus, John McCurdy, Alexander
Thompson, Sr., and his son James Thompson, Sr., Thomas Evans, and his
son David Evans, Alexander Human, Samuel Groves, eldest son of Stephen
Groves, and their wives, were among the most active and devoted members of
the church in her earlier days, and to-day their children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren, are the main stay and body of the church, Of the six
elders now in the church, Robert Woods is the son of elder Samuel Woods; J. B,
(Joseph Brown) Long is the grandson of elder Samuel Long and of John McCurdy,
and a great-grandson of Stephen Groves; Thomas W, (Wilson) Long is the son
of elder J, B. Long, and on his mother's side is also a grandson of elder Col.
Samuel Groves, and great-grandson of elder Wm., Fergus; Ephraim Thompson
is a grandson of James Thompson, Sr., and great-grandson of Alexander
Thompson, Sr.; John A, McCurdy is a grandson of John McCurdy, and great-
grandson of Stephen Groves; John L. Cartledge is a grandson of Stephen Groves,
Of the four deacons now in the church, Wm. Woods is the grandson of Robert
Woods, Sr.; Wm, Hodge McCurdy is the grandson of elder Wm. Hodge and of
John McCurdy, and great-grandson of Stephen Groves; Henry Evans is the son
of elder David Evans, and grandson of Thomas Evans, Sr.; and Marion Hender-
son is the son of elder Robert Hendetson. who came into the conerecatrion about



Franklin, In 1811, Madison County was laid off mainly from Elbert and
Franklin counties, but with small portions taken from Jackson, Clark
and Oglethorpe. Nearly all the first settlers in what is now Madison
County were Pennsylvanians from the Neighborhood of Carlisle in
Cumberland County, and were of the Scotch-Irish stock; that is, they
were descended from people who were of Scotch blood and of Irish birth,

Page #56

But to return, the practice of plowing the horses by day and turning
them out to graze at night, sometimes resulted in the loss of the horses,
For an instance, one morning the late Col, Samuel Groves, then a lad of
about fourteen years went out to drive up his father's horses. Guided by
the bell, he came in sight of them on top of a ridge a short distance above
the spot on which now stands the residence of David B, Moon, and saw two
stalwart Cherokee Indian braves were in the act of bridling two of the best
horses. He did not remain long enough to see the Indians mount. Many
years afterwards in a treaty with Indians, provision was made by the United
States for payment to owners for all horses stolen by the Indians, and
Stephen Groves received sixty dollars apiece without interest for his horses.,
And those horses from Pennsylvania were horses indeed. I have heard the
old men say that they never had any good horses, after death put an end to
the ones they brought with them., The old men all died believing that horses
could not be raised on the corn of Georgia, that would be equal to the Penn-
sylvania horses raised on rye and oats. John McCurdy drove to Georgia a
team of four large horses all as black as a crow, and I have heard him say
that he never had any good horses after their death,

As I have already said, fish were very abundant. In their season,
shad from north and south forks of Broad River were so plentiful that those
who did not wish to be at the trouble to catch them could buy them for five
cents apiece., Among the first settlers was a family of Peytons on North
River, who lived as some of their descendants do yet mainly by fishing and
hunting; and all who did not fish for themselves could buy plenty of fish
from the Peytons. Blue cat were large and numerous. I have heard my
mother say that when a small child, she had seen two of the Peyton men
bring blue cat fish to her father, Stephen Groves, with a handspike run
through the fish's gills and the ends of the handspike borne upon their
shoulders, and the tail of the fish reaching nearly to the ground. The new
fresh lands, the abundant range and plentiful game and fish were the main
inducements, which caused the first settlers to sell out their worn out old
fields in Pennsylvania for a small price to the incoming Germans and seek
better homes in the wilderness of upper Georgia.

And now let every reader observe well what I am about to write, Capt.
James Long was about fourteen years old when his father, Samuel Long, St.,
moved to Georgia., About the year 1849, Capt. Long, in returning from one
of his business trips to New York, came by way of Carlisle, Penn., to see
his old home and native land, Soon after his return he told me that it did not
look like the same country. Instead of the old worn-out fields he had left in 1787,
he found it in 1849 all cultivated like a garden, not an old field to be seen, and
the finest farming lands he had ever seen.
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twenty years ago, and who died there since the close of the late war,

Page #43

It has often been remarked, that in the War of the Revolution, all
Presbyterian ministers and people in the United States were Whigs and
patriots, This was certainly true of the first settlers of New Hope, and
their kindred in Pennsylvania and the Carolinas, And like religion, if
patriotism does not run in the blood, it is nevertheless transmitted from
sires to sons, by precepts and by examples. In the war of 1812-14, New
Hope bore her full share. Col. Samuel Groves, an elder, commanded a
regiment in Gen. Andrew Jackson's army, and made a name for gallantry
and humanity to his soldiers, which rendered him the most popular man
in Madison County. In the same service, his brother~in-law, John Fergus,
son of elder Wm. Fergus, contracted the disease which soon hurried him
to the grave, in the prime of early manhood. Many others from the same
community did gallant service; but few of them lost their lives. In our
recent struggle for independence, New Hope bore a noble part and suffered
severly., Samuel, James, and William Thompson, three noble brothers,
and brothers of elder Ephraim Thompson; William Caruthers, grandson of
Wm. Thompson, Sr., and great-grandson of A, Thompson, Sr.; S. Newton
Woods, son of elder Robert Woods; F. Goulding Woods, son of elder B, W,
Woods (and both grandsons of Col. S, Groves); Alonzo W. McCurdy, grand-
son of John McCurdy; John A, McCurdy, another grandson of John McCurdy;
George and Pinckney Evans, sons of elder David Evans; Jackson Hopkins,
an elder of the church, whose wife was a granddaughter of elder Samuel Long;
Wilson Struckland, and Stephen G. Cartledge, a grandson of Stephens Groves,
all lost their lives in their efforts to establish Southern independence. Elder
John A, McCurdy lost a leg at the battle of Cold Harbor, Va.; elder Thomas
W. Long had his shin bone shattered near Richmond, Va., and he was lamed
for life; Joseph W. Woods lost an arm, and was captured at Knoxville; and
elder John L., Cartledge was severely wounded, and was captured at Jones-
boro, Ga. Many others fought as bravely, but escaped unhurt,

Page #47

In 1777, Wilkes County was laid off by the Legislature., Its northern
line started on Savannah River at the mouth of Lightwood Log Creek and ran
up said creek about one mile north of the present site of Hartwell, and about
three~fourths of a mile above the present site of Danielsville and thence to
Cherokee Corner, nine miles below Athens on the Lexington road. At
Cherokee Corner, Wilkes cornered with the lands of the Creek and Cherokee
Indians, the Cherokee Territory lying north, and the Creek Territory south.,
In 1784, Franklin County was made by the Le gislature from lands taken from
the Cherokees as indemnity for the depredations of the Indians on the whites
during the War of the Revolution, Franklin lay north and northwest of Wilkes.
In 1790, Elbert County was laid off from the northeast corner of Wilkes, and
in 1793, Oglethorpe was laid off from the northwest corner of Wilkes, In
1796, Jackson County, then including all of Clark and Oconee counties, and
small portions of Walton, Gwinnett and Hall counties, was laid off from



In 1863, Lee's army fought the Battle of Gettysburg in Cumberland
County, Penn,, the very county from which the first settlers of Madison
came, And the grandsons and great-grandsons of these first settlers were
in Lee's army and that terrible battle; and they too have told me that they
never saw a finer farming country than the land around Gettysburg, Chambers-
burg and Carlisle. No old fields, No worn-out lands., And now the lesson
to be learned. Let every farmer in Madison County take for his motto-Every
year I will improve my lands, and when I die and leave them to my children,

I will leave them better than I found them,

Page #67
Stephen Groves and his son-in-law John McCurdy, came from Cumber-
land County, Penn,, in company with Samuel Long, Sr., (and) the Eberharts

and settled in Madison County in 1788, The company left Penn. early in the
autumn of 1787 expecting to reach their destination before the 25th of Decem-
ber the same year, But in Abbeville, S.C., they learned that the Creek
Indians had recently made a hostile raid into the white settlements in upper
Georgia and fearing to proceed further at that time, they rented land in
Abbeville, made a crop in 1788, and then in the fall sold their crops and
moved on to their final destination,

Stephen Groves was an Englishman, He was born in Lancashire, England,
Jan, 6, 1740, When he was twenty-three years old, his father and mother hav-
ing died when he was a child, he came to America in search of an elder brother,
William, who had preceded him many years before., Having landed in Phila-
delphia, he set out in search of his brother and not long afterwards he found
Isabelle Weakly, in Cumberland County, Penn., fell in love with the sedate
Scotch~Irish lassie and took her for his wife and soon discovered that he had
drawn a prize. She was born in Penn., but her parents were Scotch from the
North of Ireland, She died when I was nine years old, in 1829, but I remember
her well., She was neat as a pin, quiet as a mouse, and as industrious as a bee.
In her life of eighty years, she never did or said one foolish thing. Like her
youngest daughter, my revered mother, she never engaged in gossip or chit-
chat, When necessary she spoke and spoke to the point, and in words most
appropriate. When she said anything, it was said never to be unsaid., To her
children and servants her word was law and none presumed to call it in ques~-
tion. She never said the same thing twice, Her voice was low, mild, soft, and
pleasant, but its mild tones were weighty and conclusive.

A few years before the War of the Revolution Stephen Groves bought a
large body of land adjoining Fort Pitt where Pittsburg, Penn., now stands, and
removed his family from Cumberland County to his new purchase at Fort Pitt,
and opened a store and a tannery. His object was to trade with the Indians,
who occupied all the country west of the Ohio River. At that time the portion
of Penn, west of the Allegheny Mountains had very few settlers, Stephen Groves
was rapidly piling up a fortune by his trade with the Indians when the War of the
Revolution set in, which soon blasted all his fine prospects. The British soon
excited the Ohio Indians to hostilities against the white Americans. He first
sent his wife and children back to his old home in Cumberland County for safety.



But he soon saw that his own life was in great danger and having an oppor -
tunity to sell his place for a small part of its value, in beeves mostly, he
took refuge in Cumberland County. On his way to Cumberland he drove
his beeves to Gen, Washington's camp and sold them for a good price in
Continental money.

Soon afterwards Continental money began to depreciate, and hearing
that it was at par in Charleston, S. C,, he stuffed his saddle bags with
Continental money, mounted his horse and rode from Carlisle, Penn., to
Charleston, S, C., to exchange his Continental script for good money.

But neither the merchants nor the banks in Charleston would exchange at
par; but the merchants proposed to sell him goods for his Continental

money at par. Therefore he bought a few hundred dollars worth of costly
jewelry and a piece or two of fine silk, which he could carry in his saddle-
bags. The rest of his Continental money became worthless, or nearly so on
his hands, After his return from Charleston, he entered Gen. Washington's
army. Many times have I heard him say that he had often in the army given
a fifty dollar bill of Continental money for a pint of brandy or whiskey. The .
land Stephen Groves sold near Fort Pitt is now all in the heart of Pittsburg
and with the improvements thereon is worth two hundred millions of dollars.
Stephen Groves died in March, 1839, in the one hundredth year of his life.
Samuel married Rachel Fergus (commonly called Forgy) and Robert married
Sallie Fergus. They were sisters and among the best women in the world.
Samuel Groves was twelve years old when his father moved to Georgia.

In 1813 Samuel Groves joined a regiment raised in Elbert, Madison,
Franklin, and Jackson counties for Gen, Charles Floyd's army to fight the
British and their allies, the Indians. The Col. of the regiment was a man
by the name of Harris of Elbert. Samuel Groves went out as a private in
the ranks, Their first battle was with the Indians at the Calechee swanip in
Ala, At this battle Col, Harris, when the firing began, ran and hid among
the baggage wagons in the rear, For his cowardice Col. Harris was cash-
iered and Samuel Groves was elected Colonel in his stead. There was no
cowardice in Col. Groves' blood. He soon gained the entire confidence and
love of his men, and as long as his old soldiers survived in considerable
numbers in Madison, Col, Groves could get any office he wished in the
county. He was either Senator or Representative annually and consecutively
from 1815 to 1834 inclusive,
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Elizabeth, the oldest child of Stephen Groves, was married to John
McCurdy some years before their removal to Georgia. She was a woman
of excellent sense and of great ehergy and decision of character. She had
more energy in her little finger than her husband, John McCurdy, had in
his whole body. Their daughters were Isabella, the wife of Thomas Long,
Esq., and Agnes Weakly, the first wife of Maj. William H, Saye. Their
sons were Stephen, John, James, Robert, Samuel and William,

Stephen, John and Robert McCurdy settled in western Ga., and I
know but little of their families. John and Phillip McCurdy of Stone Mountain
are good men, sons of Robert McCurdy, Phillip is a Baptist minister., James
and Samuel McCurdy lived and died in Madison County, and left a numerous
and worthy posterity., William McCurdy took to wife the worthy Anne, the
daughter of Samuel Woods, Esq., and they have passed away leaving no off-
spring,



	DeKalb-History-Center-New Hope Church, Paulding, 1
	DeKalb-History-Center-New Hope Church, Paulding, 2
	DeKalb-History-Center-New Hope Church, Paulding, 3
	DeKalb-History-Center-New Hope Church, Paulding, 5
	DeKalb-History-Center-New-Hope Church, Paulding, 5

