By FRAN FOSSETT

Decatur's Mt. Zion Bap- '

list. Church; guietly going
about the Lord’s business in

the shadows of Court .

Square for nearly a century,
is closing its weather-worn

doors and taking that busi..

ness to the “outskirts of
{own, ST

structure, its .paint now

peeling and its rooms show: -

ing their age, will probably
be torn down, says Pastor
Ulysses Buggs, In its place
will eventually be the new

Fidelity National Bank fa- -

cilities,

- Unless you happen to he
among’ iis eighiy-some
members, Mi. Zion is fiot a
church you'd be likely to

‘notice. Tucked away in a

grove of hardwood trees
behind DeKalb Office Sup-
ply and the Decalur Medi-
cal Specialists buildings on
Church Street and the Big

-Btar groeery on  Columbia
- Drive, its access is still only.

a sometimes-passable - dirt
road, :

But its view from the
front. door is enviable. Ad-

The old, une-étory frame -

lose Downtown

- joining the historic Decatur
~Cemetery, Mt. Zion’s front
© sleps overlook the cemetery
lake -and - the rolling  hill.
:sides beyond, And the little,

shaded lot. is still “home.”
"“We tried to find & way
to rebuild here,”” Rev.

‘Buggs says, *but there: just
cwasn't the space,”. - ¢

8o when the property
was sold, "My Zion pur-
chased land on Pharr Road-
near the city’s -McKoy
Park, Plans for a new, bricic
structure to be. built there

~hang on the -walls. just off
the sanctuary, and the con- -

gregation hopes fo have
groundbreaking - ceremonies
within the next lew weeks, -

“We'll move to Beacon
School while the new
church -is built,””  Rev.

= Buggs explains, “and -that
-will be all vight.”

" Rev, Buggs is only the

third pastor of Mt., Zion’s:

flock, much of which is

third-generation Mt. Zion,

The soft-spoken pastor
says his congregation is en-
thusiastic- aboul : breaking

ground for the new church, .

and the prospect of central

~thedake.: - ..

F

heat, and easier-upkeep
constructlion, and paved
parking, and classreom
space, and all “those olher

latter-day amenities is

cause for rejoicing,

- But it you gaze -outward
from the front door of
proud; litile M, Zion
Church, it’s hard not to feel
that-the soul of the Decatur
Cemetery won't. miss -that
watchful - .eye “from “across -

. Watchful Eye To ZCTI'IOJSEI

Rev. Ulysses- Buggs, ministey of Mt, Zion _Baptisi.'
Church in downtown Becatur, sits beside the old,

frame structure which overlooks the city cemetery.
Mt.- Zion's congregation plans te break ground soon

for ils new facilities on Pharr. Road, as progress,

overlakes its heart-of-the-city location.




ASHLEY SMITH

WINS CROWN -

Ashley Riana Smith is crowned
Little Miss Mt. Zijon by Mrs.
Grace Rowe. The church is lo-
cated on LaVista Road in Deca-

tur,
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= Continued from &

Neighbor Izora Seymore, who
spearheaded the petition drive to
rename the street, said she cast
the lone vote to stick with the
original plan. But she also said
she’ll be a part of any honor be-
stowed on him..

“If we start a cominittes [to
work on the parkl, maybe we can
get together as a community,”
she said. '

“He's a wonderful .
- man.” |

Gary Thurman

Decatur City Commissioner
Elizabeth Wilson, who mediated

/[o,

harmony

the meeting, said she expects to

hold the first official community
workday at the park sometime in
the spring, when a commemora-
tive plaque renaming the area
will be erected. o

“Qut of all the negatives, [the
neighbors] turned it into a posi-
tive,” Ms. Wilson said. “Now we
have a common cause to make

“our community better.,”




DAVID TULB/ Sp
The Rev. Roy Moss Sr., pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church in Decstur for 79 rears, sits i a favorite easy chair, his Bible at hand.
‘ e
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