





The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Messiah began when
seventeen individuals met in the Sunday School rooms of the Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer on Sunday, January 17, 1932, and decided to
establish a second Lutheran church in Atlanta. The following Sunday
the congregation was formally organized at the home of Mrs. Laura
Cook with 19 charter members.

The first place of worship was St. Timothy’s Episcopal Chapel on
Boulevard Drive, N.E., in the Kirkwood section of Atlanta. Mr.
Charles H. Stieglitz, a layman with great faith, guided the mission
through the organizational phase. Through his leadership the Church
of the Messiah was incorporated under the laws of Georgia on May 13,
1932. In 1933, Messiah was admitted to the Georgia-Alabama Synod in
March and on May 28th the congregation purchased a house at 1969
Boulevard Drive for $1800 with $200 down and $20 per month. This
was later sold for $2500 in January 1934.

On May 21, 1933, the Rev. James A. Rikard became the first
regular pastor, supply pastors having served the congregation until
then. Worship was still being held in St. Timothy’s Episcopal Chapel
when the Rev. George F. Hart was installed as the second pastor
September 1, 1935. On November 10th of that year two lots with a two-
story house on one of them were purchased for $4400. Services were
held in the rooms on the first floor of the house until J uly Ist when the
small colonial chapel built on the vacant lot was dedicated. The pur-
chase and the building were financed by a loan of $3500 from the Board
of American Missions and a loan from Mrs. Bookhoop of Savannah.

The Rev. J. Milton Frick served from January 15, 1940 as the third
pastor of Messiah. Under his leadership a parsonage was purchased for
$7000 at 541 Whitefoord Avenue. Though convinced that the Howard
Street location was disadvantageous, Pastor Frick was unable to
persuade the congregation to move.

His successor the Rev. Dermon A. Sox who was installed August 1,
1944 had greater success. On August 20, 1946 the mortgage on the
Howard Street property was burned. That very month the congregation
voted to move to Decatur with the prospect of greater service to its
people and because of the feeling of a need of greater opportunity to
serve the unchurched.

The greater portion of the present property on Clairmont Avenue
was purchased for $25,000 which was financed by $23,750 borrowed
from the Board of American Missions. The Howard Street property
was sold for $15,000 in December and the first service in Decatur was
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held in the Clairmont School on Erie Avenue. The facilities were rented
for fifteen dollars a month and included the services of the colored
janitor, who with his wife, attended the Lutheran services.

From February 4, 1946 through July 16, 1949 the petition of the
congregation to have the property rezoned for church purposes was
continually opposed on the grounds, or rather the fears, of nearby
residents that the small size of the congregation coupled with the legal
fact that the only zoning change under the law at that time would have
been for business. There was no zoning for church purposes only. Hence
it was possible that the corner might be leased as the site of a gasoline
station. Lack of understanding of the financial backing given Lutheran
missions by the national board was undoubtedly the cause of much
hostility. By court order the petition was granted in 1949.

Meanwhile the parsonage on Whitefoord Avenue was sold for
$9750 at the pastor’s suggestion, and he and his family moved to the
second floor of the large house then on the property.

August 15, 1949 when ground was broken for the present chapel
was a great day for the congregation. On February 19, 1950 the
structure faced with Stone Mountain granite was dedicated. Three
years later a parsongage at 2939 North Decatur Road was bought for
$14,500 again through aid from the Board of Missions. The Rev. Cecil
W. Carpenter was installed on January 1, 1954 as fourth pastor of the
Lutheran Church of the Messiah. Under his leadership the
congregation in the summer of 1955 embarked on a successful
campaign to raise funds to eliminate the building fund debt and to erect
a parish and education building. The mortgage on the church building
was burned September 6, 1957 and the longed for parish education
building became possible. Work on it was begun following the ground
breaking November 9, 1958 and the completed building dedicated
December 13, 1959.

The church continued to grow both in numbers and physically. In
July, 1966 a new organ was dedicated and the next year Parcel #1 of the
Slack property was purchased for use as a parking lot. In was during the
negotiations for this lot that the Congregation entered into an agree-
ment to purchase the adjoining Slack property in three parcels. That
labeled Parcel 2 has been purchased and is the area behind the Slack
residence. As long as Mrs. Slack lives Parcel 3 of the property remains
hers and the Congregation has an option to buy it at her death.

Under Pastor Carpenter’s leadership the Messiah served as
instructional ground for Seminarians first of Gettysburg and then of






Y/

Former Ernory Hnspltal Chaplain Rlchard L.

The Dekalb News/Sun

Schaper 'l‘o lntern At Messiah

Schaper To Train As Mlnlster At "
Lutheran Church of The Messmh

A former Emory Univer-

assumed “duties’ as vicar- at

- the Lut,heran Church of-the
America.’ Although Messiah °

" hed not had an intéern in
'recent years, nearly a doZen
*~paators’ now serving othef
congregations: recelved their
practlcal mhinisterial experi- -
ence prior.to. ordination ‘by-*
working alongside of ‘the -
‘pastor, of the Decatur'
in- . church. o
s Accordmg to the ehurch’ :
:pastor, the Rev, Haco W.
.von - Hacke; ‘the vitcar's
-dutles wnll mvolve full 1m-'-

Messmh in Decatur.
-~ Richard - L.° Schaper,

- Rhodes- Scholar ahd’ l‘ormer__-

‘Benedictine ‘monk;;
-;'Lmqry University . Hospx-

- tal's: clinical pastoral educa-"~
C-tion program “for-two years -
. before: . joininig “the Claire-~
“mont. Avenue . congregatmn'—

- a8 their .lntern
j._,-tramlng

C 7 In.offe mg Lhe posltlon to"
Mr. -Schaper, - the - “ehirch’
-reactwated a long tradltlon;

: “af servmg afa fmal trnmmg
.-;.s:ty ‘Hoapital " chaplam ‘has: -
: * narians ~seeking - -ordination

ground for advanced semi-

in the. Lutheran Church of

,..‘mersmn in the hfe of the--:
“parish, including home. and
hospital -visiting, leading-
-Bible -studies and assisting

m Sunday. ‘worship services.
Mr. Schaper: received his -

'.;educatlon gt Colgate Uni-
_versity, Oxford - University,
“‘ University of Chicago and:

Yale University. He also
has -spent- eight years in a
Benedictine. Monastery.

“Upon tompletioh of his in-
-ternship, he hopes to.-be
-ordained a  pastor ‘in ‘the -

Soatheastern Synod of the
Lutheran Church of Amer-"

.ica.




Lutheran Church
Plans German
Christmas Service

- Lutheran Church of the Mes-
siah, 465 Clairmont Road, Deca-
tur, will hold its seventh annual
German Christmas service on Sun-
day, December 18, at 7:30 p.m. -
The service will feature liturgy

and a. special Christmas sermion,

all spoken-in German. The Metro
Atlanta Liederkreis Singers, a
/-German choral ' group, will sing
carols and hymns in German.. -

Foliowing the service, to which

~ the public is invited, the church

.-will host a fellowship hour, com-

plete with German  Christmas
cookies, baked goods and friend-
* ship and conversation., _ ]
A nursery is being provided free
- of charge during the-service and

fellowship hour. =~ -

For more information or direc-
tions to the ' church; phone 373-

I/ 4,55

1682 The Debout Werunfy,.



German Chrls’rmos Servnce
_Planned At Decatur Church

A- Chnatmas gervice conducted

'enhrely in" German will be fea-
“tured at the Lutheran Church of-

the -Messigh, Clairemont Avenue
and Erie Streets, Decatur, Sunday,
: December 17,:at 8 pm.
" The service will be followed by a
- fellowship hour: and singalong of

. German carols. Holiday bakers are.

-ancouraged. to bring their. German

_specialties. to share,” along with

favorite song choices,

" During the church'service, an
JAtlanta-based German singing
_group, the. Leiderkreis; will lead
" the singing of traditional German

:Christmas hymns: such- as Seill -
Nacht, Hezllge Nacht and Von-

: .Htmmel Hoch.

: MORE THAN 10 percent of
-;_metro Atlanta's population ig--of

- Germdn: descent. Many, working
for the hundreds of German compa-
nies affiliated here, won't have the

“chance to travel to their homeland
to celebrate the birth of Christ or’

% _'!,a// 6/; ?

'-_some of - the new freedoms bemg

en_]oyed by then' friends and rela-
tives in East Germany. . - -

Messiah's pastor, Hace W. von .
Hacke, decided. to give trans-

planted Germans a taste of their .~
_home]and for the holidays and the

gervice. has been popular esch
year. .
Von Hacke, himself of German

“destent; -got the ‘idea “to host’ a

German Christmas service at his
first . church -assignment _in Vir-
ginia in 1970. With his mother's -

-asgistance, he started a: tradition

which has moved with him. to

‘¢hurches. in Richmond, Norfolk

and Decatur. = -
The public is mv1ted I:o attend-

_'tha German Christmas service . -

whether they are German or-are
friends of the language and cul-
tore. A free nursery will- be pro-

“vided. Lutheran Church of the .
Messiah will . conduct regular
_Christmas Eve'candlelight services,
December 24 at'? p.m. and 1lpm, - -
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4 buy myself a pair of shoes, much -

Minister Sees Red

Over Handouts

*I- have a _certnm amount of
compassion,” -says: the Rev. Haco
"W. Vonhacke,: pastor of the Lu-

theran' Church_of the Messiah on_

Clairemont Avenge in Decatun, Nk

"Eut I began to see red!”
He was re[‘enmg fo the v1slt

'early this week of Carol Walston, a -
self‘descnbed homeless: “woman |

who akes a habit of borrowing
money . from local - churches. She

persuaded the Rev.’ ‘Vonhacke to
-pay- for -a.-molel” roomarnd" slso: -
asked him: for $75 l'or a pan of -

shoes. ,
“1 don't. have enough money to'

less any that cost $78,"" he sald He.

©. " put the womari up.in the Hampton " |-

“Inn-on Buford Highway -and the |

- desk’ clerks there: lecngnlzed her,

.~ he said.. He added that another . }

local thote] won't: allow hel to come

) _back ’ : Sl
2. She dmve up l.o the chmch on

o Monday in a taxi and tried to get ‘|’

" the church secretaryto pay for the. -
taxi fare, a volunteer; working in

" the church at the time, observed.” |

Whein the secretaiy refused, Ms. |

. Walston got very angry. She in-. |

- sisted that the -secretary” call the -

. minister at home . and-- that he.

- prémise: to “be.good for” the taxi "
- ~fare. The taxi driver; ‘after waiting |’
7 for some time; drove off in disgust. R E

“the volunteer noted:

Apparently Ms Waiéton had be )

" (Se HANDOUTS, Poke 16Ai.

I-Iundouis

(Lontlnucd From Page lA)

~come ill in the night while at the

Hampton Inn and had gone to *one
of - these (emergency) health’
places,” the Rev. .Vonhacke ‘said.
‘The trash can ‘in. the church office
was full of wrappers from antihis-.
tamine medications, he said.

Ms. Walston’s parenis live in;
Decatur but shé doesn't have any-

- thing to do ‘with them, he  said.

Instead; &he CUnBldelS terself
hnmeless but seeks out a plush
‘motel room rather than one of the

~homeless shelters, he said. .

* “She. has .nowhere to go,” he
said. ‘She stayed in. his chureh .
office for: ahoutrtwo hours on Mon-

" day, he said.

.“She deesn’t ldok like a street

' p_er,son_." he said, *‘She’s clean, ex-
. tremely well.spoken. She's not stu:
_-pid.” 1 would say that she's had-
‘some- college.” But- she 'is anti-
- chur¢h and she believes that in-
. -stead of buying new.red carpet the
“church. should glve l;he _money to . -
‘her, :

“She is down on Lhe system " he

*.said; ‘noting that ‘she did attend ®
© gervices at his church on’ Sunday. N
- “She" krew that she: had to get \.,
 back into my good’ gmces," he said, Q
“adding that she- has come to hlmQa
-“for help several limesbefore.

“We:have, count.mg women and

children, a:congregation of. ‘about
" 260, he said; explaining that the-
" church just does not have the re-
‘ources to hendle such people’ in -

need. Two - other ‘people had also
stopped by the: church. that. day_-

-seeking’ handouts, he said.
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Contact : Haco W. von Hacke
Church: The Lutheran Church of the Messiah : A/
Address: 65 Clairemont Avenue |
. Decatur, GA 30030 e
' 404-373-1682
Phone: area code and # . _ Fax:

Date of Founding of this church: January 19, 1532

Yes

Always m DeKalb:

If possible would you provide a listing of the ministers, pastors priests or appropmtc
leaders during the church's history. :

Any other interesting historical background:

Return to:
Sue Ellen Owens
Old Courthouse On the Square
Decatur, Georgia 30030

404 373-3076
James A. Rikard 1933-1935
George F. Hart 1935-1940
J. Milton Friqk _ 1940-1944
Dermon A. Sox 1944-1954 L oy
Cecil W. Carpenter 1954-1978° . . b =
George W. Fisher 1978-1980 s s g -

Haco W. von Hacke 1982-
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