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~Continved From Page 19-A

bership has not decided yet whether it wﬂl
continue in a different, smaller sanctuary,

‘The great Atlanta fire in 1917 de-
stroyed most of its members' homes and
the original chureh at Jackson Street and
East Avenue, where Georgia Baptist
Hospital now stands. The congregation
held services under an oak {tree for
months.

That high hill where the ehurch now
stands in the Druid Valley National His-
toric District is.not Jackson Hill. That hill
is at the oviginal site.

The church moved to Boulevard and
Rankin Street for 31 years. In 1957, the
neo-Gothic structure on Ponce de Leon and
Fairview was built. The cornerstone laid

then says, “Christ himself being the chief

corner stone. Other foundations cail. no
man lay.” :

- Since then, the chuich memberslup
has not grown. Webb said only a half-dozen
young people have joined the church; most
choose instead to attend churches m the
suburbs.

“I seems ironic that large struetures -

are going up in the suburbs when so many
have vacant space in inner-cily churches
like this,” said Webb, who lives in Mari-

etta. Most of his cormmuting congregation -

travels up to 15 miles to church, he said.
Although the church would have been

paid off in two years, the ¢congregation no |

longer can afford the $1,100 monthly
utility bills and $1,488 in monthly mori-
gages, said church treasurer John Lovejoy,

Thie 12 acres and three buildings could
bring $2 miilion, Webb said, He said {he

money from the sale might be used to
rejocate the church, or donated-to a yms-
sion, Either way, his congregation will
split up, :
“{ don’t have a car. I won't be able to
go anywhere else,” said Marie Wiltaughby,
who lives next to the chureh -and has been
gardening there and cleaning the grounds
for years. She said she doesn't want the

-church {0 move,

“We're  faced with unanswerable
‘ifs,” " Webh said. “We have ah obligation

{0 blfmm and blossom. bmce we can’t we

must elose,”

. “We just can't carry on w1th the ex-
pense and the membership,” added Ruby
Williams, a member for more than 70

" years. “1 just hate to leave Y'd just hate to

move again,” she said. -
“It _has been one ei the foremost
churches in Atlanta,” she said. “It just out-

Tived its time.”

Some of the walls are peeling in the
church, some pipes are burst in the estate,

. some windows are broken in the ecarriage

house, but otherwise it's all in good shape,
The chandeliers, thé wooden carvings on
the walls and the gargoyles outside could
offer rany new possibilites. -

A school? Conference hall? Broadcast:
-st_ation? Hotel? Restaurani? Theater?

Webb ‘eringes -at the thought. of -all
uses other than religious, buf he realizes
that his 88-year-old .church is dying. He
shakes his head at the thought that moreé

- than a third of the 12 acres may be. paved
“ for the Presidential Parkway.

“That will mar this 1mpmsnie strue-
ture,” Webb said. “Our blood and sweat is
in here."
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COMMEMORATING 64
YEARS OF SERVICE
AND DEDICATION OF

THE NEW CHURCH

HOME
JUNE 9-16, 1957
JACKSON HILL BAPTIST CHURCH
' 1585 PONCE DE LEON AVE, N. E
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
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SIXTY-FOUR YEARS ... SERVING GOD

Due to the fact that Jackson Hill Church and all the records were destroyed in Atlanta’s great fire
of 1917, it has been impossible to get uccurate dates and particulars conceraing the beginning of the
church, However, the women in the community of what was then known as Jackson Hill, finding it
impossible to get their children to Sunday School at the Pirst Baptist Church, then located on the corner
of Forsyth and Walton Sticets, decided to have a Sunday School of their own in their immediate
neighborhood. A small three-room house on Highland Avenue, just off Boulevard, was rented for $7.00
per month. A little parlor organ was loaned on condition that it be returped when the group, meeting
on Sunday afternoon for Sunday School, were able to purchase one of their own. The small group was
not too long in purchasing on organ and so began Jackson Hill Baptist Church, From then ministers
and many others became helpfully interested and the work grew rapidly; and the women decided to
orzanize a Ladies’ Aid Society, The first meeting was held at the home of Mrs, W. H. Clark in 1890,
Mrs, Henry Lewis was the first Ladies’ Aid Society President and dues were fixed at ten cents a month.
At the first mecting seventy-five cents was collected and so began the work of the women of Jackson Hill
Church, The Jackson Hill Woman's Missionary Society, formerly the Ladies’ Aid Society, was one of
the first societics to adopt the circle plan in about 1900. The organization, cifected in 1894, grew so
large that more men became active and larger quarters became necessary, A ot with a four-room house
at the corner f what was then Jackson Street and Fast Avenue, was purchased with a down payment
of $500. The first donation ($1.00) toward purchase of the new location was made by a Methodist.

Interest and activitics continued until a beautiful edifice was dedicated in 1897, Subsequently a
pastorium was built next to the church but that too was destroyed by the fice on May 21, 1917, The
membership suffered the loss of their homes, ton, and were scattered to every section of the city, In a
few weeks aftr the tragic loss a few faithful members rallied to the cause and held a meeting under «
big oak tree on the spacious lawn of the Nelson home where the Georgin Baptist Hospital now stands.
A store just north of Highland Avenue on Boulevard, and the Narth Avenue Schonl, known now as the
Smillic Scheol, were used for services until a small church was built on the former pastorium lot in 1920,
This building was sold in a few years to the Glazener Primitive Baptist Church and the present church
edifice of Jackson Hill erected in 1926.

The new home js the former Preston Arkwright estate (Pincbloom) and more recently the home
of the Southern Baptist Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention,

The location is in the heart of beautiful Druid Hills in Atlanta, At the corner of Ponce de Leon
Avenue and Fairview Road, it faces Ponce de Leon, with the property extending over 600 feet on Fair-
view, The address is 1585 Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. B, The ot contiins 15 acres, most of which
is beautiful woodland, abounding in dogwood, with a lovely fountain in the yard and the picturesque
Lullwater Creek traversing the entire campus,

The beautiful gardens occupy about two acres directly to the rear of the building. The spacious
and imposing building of Old English architecture contains over 12,000 square feet of floor space. It is full
three stories, besides the hasement, the lower half of which is brick and the upper English half-timber,
with a life-time slate roof! The Arkwright building is used for educational purposes and a lovely
chapel. The new sanctuary, of Old English architecture, is joined to the present cdifice. This will
scat 1000 people plus a large dining room, kitchen and recreation hall, containing over 22,000 square
feet of floor space. There is abundant room for many outside sports for the young people, such as tennis,
soft ball, ete. This is one of the outstanding locations in our city and is the largest church campus.

Beginning after the fire, the Pastors of Jackson Hill were: Dr. J. J. Bennett, the Rev. R, K,
Redwine, Dr. R. C. S. Young, Dr. Wilburn Smith, Dr. A, T. Allen, the Rev, James Parker, the Rev.
J. E. Dillard, Jr, Dr, Paul McCommon, and the present pastor, the Rev. Paul H. Cranford, and the
Associate Pastor, the Rev. Quinn Pugh.-—By Mrs, Fred Phillips.
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sign paming the §7-year-old estate —
Pinebleom — hangs out fromt. The car-
riage house is sfili out back.

Ajl this i1z for a smali congregation of

maostly shui-ins, Fewer than half actually
come i¢ worship. They pray in ihe base-
ment, rather than have io heat ithe spa-
cious sancitary with the high-vaulled ceil-
ing and the great north window.

“What will become of 7 What will

3

bacome of us? We don't know,” lomgiime
member Fanny Low Green ashked af
Wednesday

i

5 supper meecting.
Miss Green has belonged fo the church

since 1907, when she was . She remem-
bers when the church had $0¢ members,
seven choirs and big plans.

The church has had ihree localions

since it was founded in 1896, and the mem-

See CHURCE, Page 22-4
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