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~ THE
§  INMAN PARK STORY

By CORA MAE LeVERT

Inman Park United Methodist Church of Atlanta,
Georgia, observed the anniversary of the dedication of
the church on April 17, 1975, in an informative and
entertaining manner. The celebration committee began
to work several months ahead of the date and endeav-
ored to achieve two major aims.

The first aim was to honor the founders in apprecia-

_tion of our heritage. The second aim was to review the
present activities of the church and through this
presentation accept a challenge to “serve the present
aBE.” " ’

For five months previous to the occasion, three
members took picture slides of all the church groups and
activities. From a probable 300 slides, 150 were chosen,
A committee  member- wrote the script, and this
interpreted the meaning and significance of the pictures.

The following is-the general outline of the program.

1. Potuck supper served to members and guests.

2. A brief printed history of the founding of the
church distributed to all persons present. The history
began with the first brush arbor in 1866. :

3. Program after supper, begun by the congregation




Aleck G Poolos.

o ';'srnglng the same: hymn sung at the dedrcatron "Come,--

"'-'.'_'--_::-._Thou Almighty King.” -~

-4 Presentation of slides;: begrnnlng wrth one of the" '
.open ‘door of the church and an, invitation for all-present -

s to enter. The showing took: about one hour.. -

.7 5. At the conclusion: someone- played . the orrgmal;_
s "_.:organ, and the congregation sang the same song thatwas’

':"".'_-'sung inthe beginning: “I'Love to Tell-the Story.”: "~

‘Specific. procedures helped the program attaln the B

--desrred goals,  © e

o The slides w e'_orgamzed in'the followrng groups i
e The ““administrative  division; - mmlster, “$eC
: -__retanes adrhl '_stratrve board and councrl on'_

~ministrigs;

worship, and service.

- classes in their normal activities,

and Chr:stmas, and the choi, m a sacred concert

g ,of the Breakfast Club.:

: ‘o Following- these three mlnlstrres ‘we. plctured the'

_-:--Women s work and- orgamzatlon, special days.in the

©‘church calendar (such as an honor day. for one ‘of the .~
- .church school teachers who had-taught for. fifty years),"

" 'scenes of the annual Christmas. festival, Homecoming

: '-Day (a big event); and the choir retreat at a nearby lake.

o Probably the Introduction and the Conclusion of the -

Mrs LeVert isa member of lnman Park Church

N '----prOgram created the desired atmosphere and feelmgs
- ._These two parts of the- scnpt foIIow ' :

: NOVEMBER 1975"

2; The: three"mrnlstrres of the church teachrng,_'.--'*

‘@ The teachmg mrmstry began wrth a plcture of a red_ 'i
_-_rose on the communion table, signifying thata new baby .
‘had-been born: into: the chuich family. From this point . -
the slides continued, showmg pictures “through: the .
.~ children’s-division’ and on- through the “entire .church:
-+ -school until the last one of the oldest class in the church,
None“of the  pictures was posed but- all showed the X

i e The worshlp ministry. came. next. The flrst plctures s
. here were those of the rituals of the church: baptismof a-
- .~baby; communion,:and-a weddmg ‘Others pictured the -
ot Suinday morning WOrshrp the minister in'the pulpit, the .-
- - offering being taken, the choir. smgmg an: ant_hem, and: -
; the, congregatlon wrth heads bowed in prayer. PrctUres_'_'

_.Conclusron e ' S e R
" The immediate- surroundings have changed since the_ el
“horsecars ran_up and-down- Edgewood Avenue; but this™
tall; sturdy, gray: stone: church’ remains unchanged. The. - .
_orrglnal bell “in ‘the. belfry called people to come . to-_'--:
church and: worship God. _ A
+ 2 'The door is still open to welcome persons to comein, . .
-,and in.the fnendly atmosphere: of the church to'learn of .-
Jesus and the Christian faith; to worshrp God with heart, =~
: 'strenglh and mlnd ‘and to serve people in thelr varled L
“needs.. . - (IR
" The church today may not fulfil aH the dreams of |ts3 Lo
’ founders but -as we: remember- the’ past, review: the
“-present;:and’ antlcrpate the futtire, we can accept a new.
"-'challenge for. teaching; worship, and service. .
This portrayal of the church in- 1975 is: made in o
appreciation”of the_founders. In: 1898, they sang with .~
confidence and joy “I Love to Tell the Story.” Tonight, -~

- & The- third - -service, ministry, . portrayed" several |n-':’_
" teresting. activities:. filling baskets at: Christmas. for the '
. church’ shut-ins, ‘weekday' ‘kindergarten children" in-

- varlous ‘activities, well “baby clinic, Visits to elderly -
" people, an opportunrty shop " (used c[othlng), ladies -
"‘sewing cancer pads for the cancer home, and a meetlng-'

lnrn'arr Park .more than a century of open doors, farth
“and service, currently. lhrough the mlmslry ‘of pastor

lnlroductron - T :
LOMA church wrthout memorres is a church W|thout a-
- hlstory _
- The hlstory of Inman Park Unlted Methodlst Church i5.
N prrceless heritage of cherished memories. Among these -
"is that of the dedication on.April :17, 1898. Bishop
“Galloway" presrded over the ceremoniés and led the
~ congregation in singing. ““Come, Thou Almighty King.”
- Tonight: we honor these"early founders. Their first
. chiirch was a brush”arbor, which they: built:in 1866, _
- Later,"a wooden structure, and. flna[ly this stone chufch;
served the growing corigregations.. During these 110° -
“years: certain -procedures -have: changed but the real : -
" plirpose ‘of ‘the  church' has: remained ‘constant. ‘One |
definition of the church'is, “The church is a company.of .-
- ‘persons wha have responded to God's call-in Christina © -
!relatlonshlp ‘of Tove and friendship.” Inman Park was- .~
then and is'now that kind of church:’ . SR
“Tonight,as" we remember the past and - review: the- R
present we “believe that*‘old “memories and young: =
‘hopes can go hand in-hand.” Someone has said thata. .~
‘pitcture is worth-a: thousand.'words; and the slides will-~
-show, better than words can tell, how' the church today SR

”serves the’ present age" as drd 1ts ancestor

accompanied by. their organ, we can smg the same song

. 'wrth the same confrdence S : _(5:_ o
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