By HELDN OR])NER

“They ‘are too few, leaders say,
and they - have been long in com-
ing, ‘but ‘community services for
Hispanic peoples are incr easmg in
the metrp area.
©'Most people in this field agree
‘that .development of. services has
been hindered by language diffey-
ences and. the feal.s of ll}egal immi-
grants. - :

~Aid for: Spamsh speakmg people
is expecied io increase when the
Spanish Baptist Church — the first
Spanish ‘church in the state to
construet its own building — moves
into . permanent gquarlers. in a
month and a half.
" “The church, now meeting with
First Baptlst of Avondale Estates,
will be in a heavily-populated area,
at 3532 Covington Highway.

Il.s minis my lshohstlc accmdmg ._
to the ‘Rev. Bob Sena, First, they

atiend to survival, emoLnonal and

physmai needs of peop}e {re Lquently 8

-experiencing cultural shock.
“The ‘church offers -a job bank,
contacting corporations to deter-

mine ‘their needs and trying to '

ma!,ch these wilh available people
- They .also train job-seekers, giv-

ing them orientation, exper ience in -

interview skills and covering such

basics - as how fo dress for an

interview.

More than 50 people have found .
employment through this methed .

and backers continue to give indus-

try the ‘message that “Hispanics
are lellab}e and have shckablilty, i
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we can provide people for you.”

If a language barrier is the
problem, those needing jobs are
" referred to English and a Second
Language classes offered by the
church.

It is the only Baptist church,
according to the pastor, to have a
teacher certified by the DeKalb
Board of Bducation.

Despite a high rate of dropouts,
more than 100 persons have com-
pleted the course which is offered
in several time periods through the
week.

Among the future goals are a
medical elinic at the church and a
traveling dental clinic to go to the
larger clusters of Spanish-speaking
people.

Now, a doctor in the congrega-
tion sees those with physical prob-
lems and refers them for help —
depending on their finances — to
private or public cave.

A lawyer and an accountant are
also available through the church.

ITS MINISTRY is to the total
community, according to the pas-
tor, but it targets those who are
disoriented by the double problems
of a different culture and a differ-
ent language.

On an assimilation test, they
would score close to zero, the min-
ister said.

He is hoping to' recruit volun-

! teers to expand his programs, but

' he says they would have to be
. those willing to invest in people
without really expecting much of a
" return.
Whether those receiving aid
ever become part of his church or
. not is okay, he said; a seed has
been planted. “'If they are hungry,
we feed them; if they are sick, we
find care. We are committed to the
advancement of Hispanics in the
holistic sense; not just spiritual.”
Child-care for Hispanics at a
nominal cost is another goal of the
¢hurch. BEven though the adults
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the non-profit Latin American As-
sociation (239-0940) than by the
newly organized church. Last year,
more than 10,000 received diréct
services or veferrals, according to
spokesmen, They aid them in han-
dling legal problems. of immigra--
tion and going through the confus.:
ing process of “applying. for food
stamps and welfare. DT
They also aid with employment °
and provide translations and. the
services of an interpretor. Most
law enforcement agencies are very
limited in bilingual personnel or
have them concentrated inonly
onezone., - i
Grady Hospital does. not. have
the bilingual personnel: who are
sometimes desperately needed and
the Latin Amerjean ; Adsociation
assists there on a regular basis.
Elderly gather at-a center once
each week to socialize with' their
peers, have arts and erafts and go
on occasional local outings, -0 7
According to the U.S. Bureau of ~
the Census, there aré approxi-
mately 85,000 Hispanic residents
of the metro area, Leaders in the
community believe a figure of 150,
000 would be more accurate, as
many who have an illegal status
have a fear of ‘‘coming out,”
“Somebody has to- serve: them,”
said the Rev. Sena, “If your focus
is Spanish and you have needs, we
try to minister to those.” L

may have learned enough English
to be in the work force, their |
children . have not been exposed

‘and are frequently traumatized by

being placed in English-speaking .

‘daycare, he said.

Far more people are reached by




DeKalb

TREVA TRASHUN FORD, a graduate of Avondale High
School. and douphler of Diane Tord of Dpealur, ontered
Tonnessoe Siale University in Nashville in tho fali of 1990
and has studied in the criminal justico field, She has
maintained a 3.6-plus grade point nverage, after three
somesters of fulitime study. She has earned and received
thres Dean's List. Certificates [rom the univevaity,

RACHAEL AND TONY DELA GARZA of Stone Meuntain
announce the birlh of a daughter, Rebecca/Annsley Laur en,
don, 23 at Crawford Long Hospital, Tho baby weighed six
pounds;, 16 ownees, md wis 20 fnchos long, Grandpuronis
ave Tony and Ruth DelaGarze of Stone Mountain and Mike
and Xay Horn of Middleburg, Fla, Great-grandparents are
Tony 'and Frances DelaGarza of San Antonm, Texas, and
. Gecil and Nevn Howard of Warner Robins, {:‘ A

UNIVDRSITY OF GEORGIA students m:tmted mto Slgma
Phi Chapter of Kappa Delta sovority are: Brandy Amato,
daughter of Anthony and Carolyn Amate; Jennifer Leah
Hill, daughter of Ruath Ann and Bruce Hiil; Beth Hill,
dnu(,hte\ of Kitly nud il 1i1]; Suellen Paricer, daughior c:i'
Jack .and Reod Parkor, and Lyn'ubt‘e Vallecillo, daughter of

Lais ‘and Annetle Vallecillo, Mias Amaoto was graduated

fiom Lakoside Iigh School; Jennifer Hill and Misa Valle-
cille, from Tucker; Beth Fill from Redan; and Miss Parker
[‘1 om Henderson.

JEFI‘RDY L. XNIGIHT of Decatur has been named io the
fall Dean’s List al Georgin Inslitute of Technology, HL ina
freshman

AL!SON SHERRILL, daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Tom
Sherrill, was clected registrar of her sororvity, Epsilon
Hpsilon Chapler of Sigma Kappa at the Umvets;l,y of
(}emgm Sherrill iy an early education major at the
umvermty. She is involved with the All Campus Homecom-
g Committee aid is area coordinator for Communiversity.

LORI AND BRIAN BURNHAM had adopted a baby boy,
Zachary David, born Jan. 13 and weighing six pounds, 10
"ounces; The maiernal grandparents are Ermine and Carl
Davis of Avondale Esiates and paternal grandparenls are
Sally and Jerry Burnham of Mawmee, Ohlo.

* NELA WILLIAMS returned to Zurich on her way home to
Zagred, Yogoslavia. She is a Southern Baptist [loreign
missionary, her busband Jim died in a car accident in
Yugostavia in 1978. Her three children, Tanja, 20, Kresi-
mir, 18, and lan, 13 remained in the United States
attending school with their paternal grandparents in Gray,
Nola Is the daughter of Josip Horak, former president of the

_ Baptist Union of Yugoesinvia, She furloughed two weeks
- here with her children at Christmas time.

MUSIC -AUDITIONS for Martha Seltle Scholavship for
Youth Music Canmps will he held Saturday Feb, | nt Wioucen
Rd.. Baptist Church, Voenlists, keybonrdists, and instrumen-
talists are eligible, No taped accompaniment is permitied.

KATHY MERRTTT was chosen the 199192 Tenchor of the
Yoarat SL. Thomns More Calholic School in Decatur. Mrs,
Merrit teachies music to the 360 plus kindergarton through
eighth grade students.

‘DR, AND MRS, RO}%SER’I‘ CHERRY of Stone Meuntain had

a8 their vecont visitors thoir daughlor Becky and husband
Brian Frick and their threo-yearold daughter Morgan of
T'exns.

, .
MINNIE C. FOSTER of Decatur was one of seven reading
specialists inducted into the Georgia Reading Hall of Fame
by the Georgia Council of the International Reading
Asgociation,

GEORGIA BAPTIST CONVENTION'S Administration

Jommitles olected officers ot i voconl mooting: Hobort
Woodall, pastor of Mountain Park First Baptisl BStone
Mountam, chan'man, William Tribble, pastor;:Social Circle
Fivst Baptist, vice chairman; James N.(anﬁth executive-

direetor-treasuror of GBC  Executive . Committee; Cathy
Humphr ey, secretary for Executive Committee,

LLOYD FACKLER of Decatur recenbly retired after more

than 40 years of service with the Atlanta Gas Light Co.,

whore he wes senior vice president-finance of the company.

ALLEN AND SUE DICKSON of Denver, Colo,,’ are rocent
neweomers to the Stono Mountain area,

THE 207TH ANNIVERSARY celebration of the founding of

‘the University of Georgia will be held at the Athens

Country Club, Thursday, Jan. 30, The keynote speaker for

- the banquet wiil be Gene Mothvin, senior editor 'of Reader’s
Digest, He is.a 1955 journalism jradiste of thé University,
There will be a reception at 6:30 p.m, with dihner and the
program beginning at 7. 'I‘tckets aré available by callmg.

Genie Snyder at 542 2261,

THE MT. CARMEL CHRISTIAN CHURCH group going to
India is scheduled for Feb, 10-26. Alec and Patti Ward,

Dalton and Zelda Scott, Tracy Adams, J.D, 8mith and Bruce_
Barfield are included in the group. They plan to join
Browater McLeod, alveady there, in visiting thc church’s 18

congrogalions, .

BILL AND ANDREANN PHILIPS of Kansas City, Mo.,
were recent imlidgy visitors of relatives in the Decatur area,

10TA THETA CHAPTER of Zeta Tau Alpha of the Georgla
Institute of Technology congratulates Lynn Kaweminami
for meking Dean’s List for fall guarter, Lynn, daughter of
Charles and Caroiyn Romines, is a sophomore, majoring in
mdustrml engmem mg )
F/RS’I‘ SPAN}SH BAP’I‘IS’I‘ CHURCH of Metro Atlanta
colebrated the inauguration of its new $1 million bullding
on Nov. 24, The church is localed on Covinglon Highway in
Decatur, This is recognized as the firat Hispanic Baptist
Church in the State of Georgia. Bob Sena is pastor. Truett
Gannen, president of the Geoagla Baptist Convention and
nncy Schaefor nttendcd the ser v1ces
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WILLIAM CRAWI‘ORD OF TUCKER received his Master
of Divinity degree from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary, In the same services, Jonathan Tucker of Atlanta
received his Mastor of Chureh Music, and George Bdward
Robertson, Jv., of Atlania recoived a Masler of Religious
Education degreo.
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