:

%; STAFF WR!TER

Saturday mght Was an xmpor-[_ 3.:‘_3_ :--': SRy
: *'f; tant night for Ray Charles, Ttwas .

5- the night He and the members of

é:‘: his church celebrated their first

s anniversary. And they had besn

preparing - for the evem for.zf-:__:.-

g “weeks.

N “We dom’t get to do thls a lot'

of tirnes. This ig fun,” the’ 10—;';'-“

IS
Q year-old said. “I couldn’t sleep

yesterday. night. Whenever Im '

,M excstad Tcan't sleep.”

S the other’ 50 church- members
_= have been practicing musical in:

l_;_ struments;

2 the Lanner march i in preparatlen

O for last weekend's celebration
: -markmg t_he one-year aiiniversa:

- rehearsing | dance’”
_;performances and* working oii -

ry of ’ihe First Indla Bapxst't
Church. ¥
- For-the past mionth, Ray and; [

open’in, DeKath ' Courity’ i two -
vears. The other, the Sikh: Study.:;-ﬁ'
“Circle, opened in the sprmg of
-_1991 in Stesies Mountain, - i
o Pirst India Baptist Church is i;.- :
'a missmm ef Cialrmsnt H!lIS Bap :

The:: church is. the secend:’::'
Asian Indian place of worshlp to

; serwces

the twa meet

‘But ‘th W are.

' reed or'gan,-'and-the. tabla.’dru

_separate
chilrches ‘Andthatis the way the -
| "organizers of First India Baptist .

gregation’ said

L .o the influences bmught on'y:;the-_
: tist: Church 1995 Claxrmont E :
- Road; just outside-'of Decatur. 1
The' Indian congregation. meets.
“evenitigs in space shaved with:
the original congregatmn Often; © &
m combmed'_:_'-'__

i tharoughly emjoy all the p

" 'Members ol i:he ?aa‘st Eﬁdaa @aptss& practice @ ceremoni--
ai e:and!@ @anc@ in smmmtsﬁﬁ i’m st W@&kend s celebration,

1eir culture.”

A,

t"hem blend m L
Pfease sﬁ?e_ Hi ?% H B
L .




5 Ctradition 'fmm northern Thdia.
ircalled Qwali whsre two: people
= 'playmg the harmonmm and tabla .

7 accompany a group of singers i

" & spiritual song; Thé two instri-
- ments also were part of the comm-

B _bmed service on Bunday.

.. The Rev. Younis Farhad, who_""
. ,{-heads another Indian congregs-
uoanarietta said: “Whenyou._f-.._. i

- come back and speak inyour 6wn
. language or hear it; you know, it
'i'..i'makes you -feel more “comfort-
. able “thege people this: s
B good to hear the word of God’ in’
. their own. language and smg in
'thelr owil language o :

o The ides foran Tndian church
iR grew siid of an appareiit demand
- for more Asian Tndian: worshxp
. sevvices; after the ‘success of a:

' .'1-1991 concert by Ernest Mal! an

from Phlladelp}na

C ..Wlth prayer we.continued SN
grow, and As we. continued: to
L BrOW we neecﬁed a full-time pas-
'-_tﬂr,m .
‘back. on: the mngregaﬁon 5 ﬁrst._._'---
--year '

L The Rev Ralborde becamei;

- Uspel smger'wha 15_--

““We had three féiﬁ;lles but"'

Silas ‘Masih said; §aﬂk1ng.f"

._'and Aprﬂ he had been commiit-
-mg fmm Macm; m conduct ser-.

{ <.'.~J%LW,JL “—m“l‘mfﬂ

N L A

“vices at First India - Bapnst E—Ee
- was able to'move to Atlanta with-
- the: hielp of Torthwoods Baptlsi :
‘Church; which prewée the Rev, -
B Ralborde with a house rént-free,
. The Rev. Raibords said: hes-?_':
expects the chiurch to continue to. -

grow because ii pmwdeb an Imian 3
~fromi - a different culture, They

are from ufferent cuimres B

5:;1,*'

*an-language service. :
“'ﬁ[‘hey are. very . exmi’ed be—’-_'_
o sause they can WOI’SE’Hp G@d in
. body is bmthel z»a.nd SIStPr ” she :

Cghid.

'gt’egatmn “In Amemsa there are'-
";%*v»« P ) 7 “‘?m

STl ,@HJ

many' chejrches bui when ﬂ"&ey

“héar about the: Tadian chiwch |

they. ara am@mamraﬂy dmwn'
hsﬁre .

Laiata Patei said she E}keL tha .
fam that, he church umﬁﬁs 8
groups from all ovér India) “T'm

when we are: in a group, every-’

?*f'ﬁ‘i W—* i fﬂzﬁj—“s I




