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- By LISA TELLIS

Dr. Fred Powell, head of the
velocation project for the First Bap-
tist Church of Atlanta, said the
votd to maove the church io north
DeKalb was passed with “over
whelming acceptance” by the 11,
poD-iiertber congregation,

The  140-vear-old church, which
hat besn located in Atlanta’s Mid-
town gince 1930, has heen gearch-
ing for a new site since March. The
maove is because of a lack of space,
said Dr. Powell >

“Iinety-nine percent of the rea:,
som s because of it (lack of .%m.n.m )

he said. “Plug, . we are situated
south of our congregation. Eighty-
two percent - of Jor - congregation
Tives in the northern gquadrant.”

. Dr.. Powell jgaid several inter-
ested buyers have looked into pur-
chasing thé- church’s property at
vEA Pegehtree S, all of which he

enabling them to pay
~million loan.
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said were ‘‘promising.’’ The
church’s 17 acvas, estimated at $60
million, is listed with Portman:
Barry Investments, Tne. First Bap-
tist officizls hope to sell 4.5 acres
of the property within thres years,
off the $20
. Dr. Powell said the move will be
initiated and completed within
three to five years. Church officials
are expected to take out a $20

million bank loan to purchase &0
~acres owned by Avon Products, Inc.
‘located on North Peachtree Road
' off of 1-285. Dr. Powell said Avon

Wil lsase back the property and
will use it for up to three years.

- Dri Powell said the church’s

#ove has “no implications” for the
city of Atlanta. _ :
“We'll ‘still be First Paptist of
tlanta, no matter where We B0,
T said. T



By Gustav Niebuhr
And Gayle White
Staff Writers - .

Members. of ~ Firdt Bdpiist
Church voted overwhelmingly on
Sunday night to- move Georgia's
largest Baptist church from Mid-
town {o a site in -northern DeKath
County. .

Eneouraging a vole in favor of
purchasing the:DeKalb. site; the
church’s senior minister; the: Rev.
Charles Stanley, told the. congrega-

" tion Sunday morning, “Is not just
te buy property, it’s to'Tearn o be
obedient to God.” He added: “Wise
men. will ‘obiey. him-‘-_ foolish:people
will do their own thing” -~ - -

The vote gives First Baptist offi-
.cials atithority to take out'a $20 mil-
lion hank lean td-acquire a-30-acre
tract in a miked commercial-resi-
dential area just off I-285 ai North
Peachiree. Road. in Dunwoody, The ;

; iy Avon Products

" Ine., a-Néw Yorkbased cosmetics
firm that-maintaing its regional of-
fice and distribution site there.

In presentations-at the two Sun-
day morning services, the Reyv: Stan-!
ley said the iand is valued.at $22.5°
million; but Avon would sell the!
tract for $20 million, In-effect, he:
said, thai means the church would
get $2.5 million worth of land free.

As part of the sale, the Rev.
Stanley said, Avon would sign a'
three-year lease with First Baplist.
This would require the company, to
pay rent equal to inferest on the
loan, as well as paying the loan
closing - costs, property insurance
and maintenance costs, he said.

- During thak: three-year period,

First Baptist would seek oud a buy-
er for 4.5 acres of its 17-acre Mid-

town property. Money from that sale

would pay off the $20 million bank
foan for the Avon land, allowing the
church to take full possession of the
land debt-free

“We are acquiring. tomorrow's

propexrty at today's price. We are
selling today's property at tomor-
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row's price. This is the work of
God,” the Rev. Stanley said.

The Rev. Stanley said during 2 °

question-and-answer session Sun-
day night that the church is pre-
pared to sell all of its Midtown

property at any time. .

“We have people negotiating to.
buy this property,” he said, “The
reason we kaven’t sold it is that we
want the highest possible value,”

He declined to put a price tag
on the land, but said an estimate of
$60 million made by real estate au-
thorities several months ago is
“from the newspaper. We think we
can o better than that.”

After the question-and-answer’
session at the evening service,.
which lasted more than an hour,

the Rev. Stanley called for a vote,' -

Those favoring the site were asked"

. to stand. Only a few scattered visi-

tors, who were not permitted io-

votefi®mained seated. When the,

pastor asked those opposed to raise
their hands, no hands were visible.

The Rev. Stanley then asked the
congregation to close the service by
singing a hymn that begins, “Te God'
be the glory, great things he hath
done.”

Questions and suggestions dur-
ing the session ranged from the de-
tails of the financial arrangements
to the desigh and carpet color of the
new sanctuary.

Respending to questions, the
Rev. Stanley assured First Baplist
members that transportation needs.
of downtown college students and

The Rev. Charles Stanley told
members of First Raptist Church
plans to move the chureh were
‘the werk of God.’

‘the elderly would be kept in mind,.
and church officials pointed, out a
MARTA bus runs from the Doraville.
station to the new site. The church
wiil also considéer Hs own,shuttle;
service, officials said, . ;
First Baptist has been seeking a:
new site since March, ‘when the
11,000-member- congregation, acting.
at the Rev. Stanley’s request; grant-:
ed a speeiai Relocation Committee
the authority fo find the chiirch new
land in the suburbs. Since 1930, the
church has beer housed in-an im-
posing, {raditional brick strueture
at 754 Peachtree 5t N.E. .
In a related matter, the Rev.
Stanley also said the committee,
headed by senior associate pastor,
the Rev. Fred Powell, is negotiating.

. Stanley would like to found

T mean-diligent prayer.”

- with Avon to purchase an additional:

32-acre (ract that abots the western-
boundary of the 80-acre parcel- - =

The Rev, Stanley declined to
provide details of the negotiati
saying they were at a “very
tive stage.” However, he did say-the
32-acre traet could be used fi
ture Bible coliege, seminary
tian school or retirement ho:
Georgia Baptist circles, thel
long been speculation that th

lege or seminary that woul
conservative studenis for the
try.

The Rev. Stanley con
Sunday night church officials »
considering a school, a Bible 'vol-
lege or a seminary, but saig no deci-
sion has been made, ’

He fold tha congregation Sun-
day night if the church fails to ob-
tain the additional acreage, the
original Aven parcel will meet the
chureh’s needs, e

“If we miss the second site;.we
just miss it,” he said. “Biit-that
something for you to-piay diligently
about over the next few woeks; and

During both morning- serviees;:
the Rev. Stanley devoted his normat-

“haif-hour sermon time to narrating

a sophisticated slide presentafion
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on the Avon property. Standing in g, 7

spotlight in the darkened sanctuary,.
the Rev. Stariley described the qual-
ities of the land, discussed arohi-
tects’ renderings of a new ehurch
building, and even detailed driving
times to the sife — clocked at 20
minutes apiece — from various met:

10 Atlanta neighborhoods. R




