Nearby residents

fear clogged traflic
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iichele Battle- remembers
the days when a chiuch 'was
welcome in any neighborkiood,

Mot anymore, she says. "

Battle 15 an aforney repre-
semiing the Covington ‘High-
way Church of God, whose
application to build & new
sanctiary in southeast DeKalb
County is opposed by some
people in the surrounding
neighborhood.

Residents fear the chiirch
will hring more tratfic {G a rap- -
idly growing area often clogged
with -vehicles on -two-lane
arterles.

DeKalb County » commis-
sloners ave expected to voite on
the proposal today.- - -

Church leaders -at first said
ihey would withidraw their pro-
posal, but then decided they
would not go away so quietly.

" They say ihey will attend
today’s ~ comumission - meeting
and expect patishionefs from
more than a dozen area
. churches to join them in what
they consider a-battle for the
rights of churches/ oo

“The'chureh is not a hazard -
to'a cormnnity,”. said the Rev..
. Stariford : Johnson, pastor . of .
the 60:membet - church. “The -
- chureh is uplifting o the come
munity, and 1 do not see why 2
church should not “be wel-~
comned in the community.”
But Miata O'TNeil, who lives
near the proposed site, said the
new ganctuary  wotld  bring
moie trafic To a neighborhaod
that, she said, has already
experienced a sharp increase in
iraffic’ ‘accidénts’ - Bhe  noted
there are seven houses of wor- -
ship in a one-mile radius of the
proposed site.
“a church only helps exac-
erbate the “existing problem,”
said O'Nell, ‘president of the |
Deshon-Rockbridge ' Coalition,
a group that represents aboul
75 subdivisions in the -arsa.
“This county needs-to look at
what s enough i the way of
churches in  residential
comumumities” o e
. 1t%s'a cordlict that has played
out in DeKalb and other metto
CAtlarita areas T n
1 Many modern ehurches are
multifinctional | facilities - that
- préavide “a Tange Cof - seivices
- siich ‘as schools, day care and
job training. Those -expanded
- options often generate daylong
“notse” and traffic, annoying
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o Such fears .prompted .Em.
© v Atlanta City Council to reject -
'@ proposal from Ben Hill

-+ build & 3,000-seat s
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.5 DeKalb . recently enacted
S Hmmﬂmn&osm limiting the servic-
-~ | es;'such as transitional hous-
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ial areas. ' , ‘
In U&mwmu the. SE.:.UQ. of
., Eowmnﬁm w&ommﬁm to reli--
- .gious institutions hasmush- :
- yoomed, increasing from 887
. to 1023 in the/last 10 years
T mnoou&bm to county officials.
x Dﬁﬁw% have had to.com-
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. promise. To address residents
COnCerns. about its plans for a
7 new . 25000-square-foot sanc-:
 “tuary and a 10,000-square-foot
“preschool, Cur Lady. of the

© i Assumption Church. in:

i+ Brookhaven signed an agree- |

- ment :that set  guidelines on
woé many - :students :could
R sol, - how: it
would: manage " parking “over--
“flow and other issues. ..

mwoﬁw in:DeKalb" Emﬁﬁmg,

‘Between' 987: ‘and 1999, the
church’s: Emﬁgwmr% grew in.
biblical - Eowow.sonm m,oE
3,000 t0 23,000, -

40250 acres- of -urideveloped

Coo - 10,000-seat sanctuary, a pri-
" yate school, family. life center
mbn._ mmﬂmw& ball mmﬁm Even mﬁ

- United Methodisi Church to .
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- Jand near Lithonid to build a-
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: . its current ?awﬁo? affic log-

jams on days the chigch holds -
services are corymon;

~“The assumption js all

churches will - be & mega-

‘church and that is’ N0t true,”

said Baitle, who insk#s Cov-

moa,__ has no ﬂ_mw/ for’

megagrowth.
- "The proposed. monmﬁomgg
the churchis, near the infy.

section “of Stephenson anm

: South Deshon roads. A once
. undeveloped areaif now ha
mm<2m,_ upper-crust subdivi-
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sions, a middle school and &

. large ﬂ.mQ of land that is being.

carved 8_ build another mz_u@,. ,.

. the area wmnmmmm the five-acre
tract it wants is  much-large
than its current’ _oowao

the - planned church ‘are on
lane in each direction

have recommended that.com:
. missioners mﬁcwoﬁ
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