Jewish synagoguc in DeKalb

bration of its foundmg bcgmmng this fail.’
Eastern European mumgranls starled thc
group in 1904, S

For the ﬁrst two years services wcre

held in the homcs of congregants, and later

in a church on Hunter Street, :An early
rabbi of the synagoguc, "Tobias Geffen,
served the then orthodox congregation for .
60 years. Rabbi Geffen also led the move (o .
the MornmgSldc site. of Shcanth Israel.
The synagogue purchascd land on :
Univer sﬂy Dnve and used a bm}dmg that

onchgatlon Sheanth 151 ael lhe ﬁrst

, County, will begin a ycmlong cele-

: jfhad once helonged o Lamcr Coilegc and -

©*served as a home fm the Ku Klux Klan. The

: congregauon grew w;th the nclghborhood

--and broke ground for a new buiIdmg in _ .
1956 1o accommoda[e a growmg congrega- -

: "iion Mﬂmbcrshxp rolls are increasing today

o with young pmfcssmnal families under the

- leadership of Conservative Rabbi Hillel

** ‘Norry, who assumed the pulpit in 2002,

~To celebrate its dynaxmc first century,

'Sheanth Isaaei is launchmg a series of pro- -

_‘grams and exhibits throughout 2004 that cap-

- ture the growth of a synagogue, ‘neighborhood

" and city. For more information call the syna-
'goguc, cxcept on Saturdays, at 404-873-1743.



“by Annabelle Robertson

Congregation Shearith Is-

N
&

put down roots in DeKalb
unty, is gearing up for a year-
ng celebration of 1ts. 100-year
HSIory. o A .

“There ate plans for events,
orations, partying, reunions
ecognitions,” said Annette
. Rastom, chair of the Centen-
nial Committes. “My personat
goal is to celebrate the 100 years
of existence with as many
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Shearith Israelites as possible,

from both near and afar. The op-
portunity is now for all to par-

ticipate in the accomplishment of |

existing in a free country of reli-
gious freedom for 100 years.”

The synagogue was founded

in 1904 by a group of Eastern
European immigrants under the
Ieadership of Rabbi Tobias &
Hene Geffem. They named

1, the frst Jewish synagogue -

their new community Shearith

Israel, or “remnant of Israel,” as
2 nod to-their pioheer status in
the American South, and to-the
tradition from which they

had come. . Co :

Their first meeting
place was in an antebel-
lum Methodist Church on
Huater Street, located at
the heart of Atlanta’s Jew-
ish community. The con-
gregation moved into its
first synagogue building in
1929, near the present-day
Tumer Field.

After World War 11,
under the leadership of
Rabbi Tobias Geffen,
who served the congrega-
tion for 60 years, the congrega-
tion followed the shift in Jewish
population to the Emory/
Morningside/Virginia-Highland
area and settled on residential

University Drive. They pur- -

'DeKalb’s Oldest Syna
tion Shearith lerael.

chased a building that had once
belonged to Lanier College and
which had even served as a
home to the’Ku Klnx Klan. They.
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mouﬂ_m“ Congrega-

later added another building to

-the site to accommodate their

burgeoning membership.

‘With the move to University
Drive, Congregation Shearith
Israel became the first syna-

' gogue'in DeKalb County.

" creased connéction to the Con-.

Eri

The 1960s brought an:in-,
servative movement for the-
‘synagogue, while also draw-"
ing from Orthodox tradition: -
Forexample, leaders opted to
remove. the “mehiiza™ (the
barrier between the men’s
and women’s sections) and
increased the participation of
women in services. Then, in-
2002, the Synagogue became. -
officially affiliated: with the.
Conservative moverment (al-
though separate seating re-
- mains avatlable at the front of
- the sanctuary for members
who prefer) .
- Some 600 families now-
worship at Shearith Tsrael, par-
ticipating in a wide variety of ac--
tivities that include shabbat ser-
vices, holiday celebrations, shul
and religious school (including
consecration classes). And, with

_. ..the centennial on the horizon,

dozens of activities are planned
-hat include musical programs,
theatrical productions, exhibits
and, of course, special meals.

- “Sharing our food togetheris
the earliest and most fundamen-
tal Kind of communal activity,”
said Rabbi Hillel Nerry, who

- has been leading the congrega-

tion since 2002. “Perhaps com- -

-munity, often hard to define, .
‘could best be described as the

people we eat with. For the Jew-

~ish community this is a basic.

Food is a part'of everything. All
ourcelebrations include a healthy

‘measure of treats.”

The Centennial kick-off -
event will be a celebratory lun-
cheon on Sunday, Oct. 12. For
more information call the syna-
gogue (except Saturdays) at
404-873-1743. i -




