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RTIST 50L BETON turus to God first when he starts on &
religious project.

“God inspires me {0 come up with sumething creative
wrhich at the same time retains the characteristics of a culture which
is ha*::calﬂv Jewish,” Beton sajd,

" That is whal happened some years ago, when Beton designed the
stained glass windows for his own Cengeegation Or VeShalom ow
North Druid Hills Road.

- The 12 sons of Jacob were depicted in the windows. The colory,
bold and progressive, were predominanily those of the temple de-
seribed in the 25th Chapler of Exodus, o

- And it can be seen again in Beton's mosi recent religious aetistic
effort in a room for youth in the new Zaban Park branch of the
Atlanta Jewish Cornmunity Center, located on a 46-acre site on Tilly
#ill Road in Dunwoody.

 The pubhc will have an oppﬂrmmty to see the center and Below's
slained glass windows when the new bueilding is dedicated at 3 p.m.
Sunda

Eyach 2-by-8-fool window depicts 2 principal Jewish hohday, in-
tlud;ng the Sabbath, Passover, Resh Hashanah, Shavuot, Yom Kippur,
‘iuccoth Simhat Tarah Hanaunkkah and Purim,

* And the artist has used a tree of life, similar to the Jewish
‘menorab or candelabra, to “hold” the ho!ma}rs together.

It really looks like a 18-by-8-foot mural.
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SOL BETON (LEFT) STANDS WITH IRWIN ZABAN
Zaban Made Largest Donation Te Jewish Center

The brilliantly colored faceted glass windows have a diatnond-
like appearance, effected when the glass was struck by tools. The
unique effect also comes from the fact that the glass is not leaded but
has been pul togethor with epoxy and black markble. .

Belon's talenis are many. He alsn desngneﬁ the Jewmh Caleﬁdar'

~for the 1870s for the Coca-Cola Co,; almost 300,000 of these were dig-

tributed across the United States, Canadax and Mexzico. Ree:ent[y Ceake
cominissioned him to do another one for the 1580s.

Beion, a deeply religious man, puts gréat emriphasis on ihe Jew»
ish tmditmn in his personsi life as well as in his career asan arﬁst-;.
and owner of an advertising firm.

He teaches Sunday School and sings in iﬁ@ cholr. And as mem-_'
ber of the only Sephardic congregation in-Atlanta, Betor is cnncemeci:-
thal the history and tradition of his people be recorded. . -

The 58-year-old native Atlantan explained that the Sephardac-’
Jews come from Spanish and Portuguese hackground and conststlste :
only about 5 to 10 percent of the Jewish population in the warld,:

“We are in the minority,” Beton said. “The Ashkenazic J’ews.
come from German, Polish and Russian backgrounds,” o -

© Beton is wntmg and illustrating a book based on the history of. :
the Sephardic Jews and his.own congregation. He has included : a_ g
chapter cn the lost art of Hebrew-illuminated manuscript, -

“The scribes did the manuscripts by band and would ilfuminate
{he letters by adding silver and gold and mterlacmg them wnth scrolls.";
and borders,” Beton said. ‘ R

"~ Another chapter will be devoled to the Ladino language used hy:f -
the Jews in Spain and Turkey 400 to 500 years ago. :

“The present generations are just not earrying on the trachtlon ".'
said Belon, who.speaks nine different languages. R

Beton bas included some of the old Ladino folls songs passed ora
to hirn by hxs mather




