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A. SHORT HISTORY 01" THE PABI‘%H OI‘ THE IM-

MACULATE CONCEPTION IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA™

To Which is Attached the Parish Register of Baptisms, Births
and Marriages, 1846 Through 1871

By StepHENS MrreHELL
1927

The earliest records of the parish are contained in an old

battered book in which appear the regnster of confirmations, °:

baptisms and marriages,
In the front of the book appears the following request:

“I hereby beg Mr, Terence Doonan of Atlanta, Ga., to
keep this Register under lock until a resident Priest shall
take charge of it. He will be s0o good as to present it to
every Priest who having jurisdiction shall have administered

the Holy Sacraments in order to make record. John Barry,
V. G. (Vicar General).”

The first persons baptised were George Washington Ship-
ley and Sarah Lavinia Shipley, children of G, W, Shipley and
his wife Susannah Barnes Shipley, on August 9th, 1846, the
Reverend John Barry performing the ceremony and Terence
Doonan and Elizabeth Barry acting as sponsors, and Mary
Divers, daughter of John and Susannah McCauley Divers,
for whom Daniel Dougherty and Mary Dougherty acted as
Bponsors,

The names most frequently occurring in these early rec-
ods ave Doonan, Lynch, O'Brien, McCaffery, Fitzgibbons,
Dougherty, Cassidy, O'Keefe, Connolly, Riordan, Killips,
Creed, McCown, Gilchrist, Tyrrell, Divers, Fitzgerald, Me-
Caffery, Dowling, Cavanah, McGinley, Mann, Connon, Dob-
inger, Faulkner,
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During these early days many counties were attached to
this parish and there are frequent heads of “Caes Iron Works
Cass County” (now Bartow County) ; “Hightower, Forsyth
County;” “Dogwood Valley, Walker County,” Dalton, ete.

On May 27th, 1849, there is the first entry under the
name of Thomas Francis Shanahan, the new pastor, the
baptism of Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob Sieglar and
Ann Bona Sieglar.

In 1851 the name of Reverend J. F. O'Neill appears as
pastor, New names appear, such as Holliday, Gavan, Lynan,
Keenan, Lynes, an occasional slave was baptised, as on
August 13th, 1851, Frederick Gabriel Fitzgerald, slave of
Ellen Fitzgerald was baptised.

In 1851 the following note appears:

“The Catholics of Atlanta have been hitherto under the
charge of the Pastor of Macon, and occasionally visited by
other elergymen of the Diocese.

On the 13th of February of the present year I was ap-
pointed Pastor of Atlanta, by Rt. Revd. . X. Gartland,
Bishop of Savannah.

1. F. O'Neill, }r.”

In 1852 the Bishop of Savannah made his first visitation
and made the following entries: ‘

“May 2, 1852, On this day 1 made the visitation of the
Church of the Immaculate Conception, Atlanta, Ga.—and
administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to the following,
viz: Patrick John Rice, William Kay, Daniel Joseph Green,
James Aloysius Doonan, William Joseph Masseling, Peter
Andrew Cannon, Patrick Alphonsus Garvey, Mary Catharine
Masseling, Johanna Magdalene Masseling, Wilhelmina Mar-
guerita Masseling, Catharine Ursula Masseling, Eveline
Mary M. Smitt, Margaret Kay, Catharine Theresa Dougherty,
Mary Agnes Cannon and Rosa Eiseman, -

Francis XAVIER, Bishop of Savannah,
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Occasionally, among the long lists of Irish and German
names, appears a French one, probably a Haitien refugee,
such as “baptised at Kingston July 31, 1852, Eugene Marie
Victor Raphael, son of Victor Petet and Marie Terese Hen-
rietta Van Marbrecht, sponsors Camille Le Hardy De Beau-
lieu and B. E. Petet.”

On March 10th, 1857, is the first record of the Reverend
James Hasson who on that date baptised Joseph Roberts,
daughter of J. J. Roberts and his wife Valentine Dubois
Roberts.

Father O'Neill continued as pastor during 1858 and the
following record of confirmations appears on January 10th:

Timothy Lynes, John King, James Patrick Cannon, Wil
liam Reogan, John Jogef Garvey, Michael Thomas Enright,
John Bartholomew O’'Sullivan, William Knowles, Mrs, Eliz-
abeth McGrath, Sarah Carlton, Catherine Haverty, Catherine
Lynes, Mary Ann Crozier, Ann Elizabeth Doonan and Mar-
garet Doogan.

In 1859, Reverend James Hasson was pastor and evidently
continued as such until 1861 when the names of the Rev-
erend Thomas Reilly and J. Kirby appear on the records.
During this period the names of Haverty, Stephens, Gatins,
Lagomarsino, appear. One of ‘the foundexs of the “Atlanta
HERALD,” St. Clair Abrams is noted as a sponsor during
this era,

On November 7th, 1871, the name of Reverend J. B, Dug-
gan appears as pastor, he having on that date bapticed Ed-
ward, son of John and Mary Lagomarsino.

The first record of a matriage in the city of Atlanta is
that of Michael Bloomfield and Elizabeth Malone, performed
January 20th, 1851 by Rev. J. F. 0’Neill, although it was
preceded by several marriages performed in other counties
which were parts of the parish such as that of Owen Lynch in
Cass County and Bartholomy O’Brien and Adeline Kirk-
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patrick at the same place on August 11th, 1846, that of Oliver
Wright and Ellen Riordan in Murray County in 1848, Pat-
rick Mansfield and Nancey Watson in Allatoona on June
Ist, 1848, Bernard MeGinley and Susannah Fitzgibbons in
Cass County in December, 1847, Michael McCord and
Miranda Turner and Pat Sullivan and Miss Turner in Fayette
County in 1848, Robert Holliday and Mary Ann Fitzgerald
in Fayette County on June 16th, 1848,

The firet official record of the parish of the Immaculate
Conception is found on the Deed Records of DeKalb County
(Atlanta was formerly in DeKalb County), On June 23rd,
1847, Terence Doonan conveyed by Warranty Deed to
Ignatius A. Reynolds, Bishop of Charleston, Lot 4 in Block
17 in the City of Atlanta containing 1 acre for the purpose
of erecting thereon a Catholic Church, On February 23rd,
1848, Daniel McShaffery deeded Lot 4 in Block 13 of Land
Lot 77 of the 14th District containing one acre on the south-
east corner of Loyd Street (mow Central Avenue) and East
Hunter Streets to 1. A. Reynolds, as Bishop of Charleston,
and his successors in office, for the purpose of erecting and
_ maintaining a Catholic Church on it.

In 1848, Georgia was still a part of the bishopric of Chax-
leston and the spiritual needs of the widely scattered Catholic
population were attended to by its Bishop. But in Atlanta
Catholics were beginning to be found in sufficient numbers
to warrant the establishment of a church.

The first parish record is dated 1846 as was noted above.

The original Catholic population of Atlanta was largely
Irish with an admixture of Germans and some French, The
names that are most often found on the early parish registers
are those of the hardy pioneers who built and operated our
first railroads,

The first mission priest was the Reverend John Barry,
who offered up the first mass in the city in the home of either
Patrick Lynch or *** McCullouch about 1845, He was sue-
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