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HISTORY OF FROSPECT METHODIST EPISCOPAL CGHURCH S800TH,
SITUATED AT CHAMBLEE, DEKALB COUNTY, GEORGIA,

. e, " The first building was a split log
house, as most all churohes, schoolhouses and dwellings were at that period, with
a few amall windows ocut through the loga. It stood ebout 100 ft. in the rear of
the present building. The rext tuilding wes erect=d in 1847, and was just iIn the
resr of the present one, It was u frame house weether-bonrded with rough boards,
windows without sash, no ceiling inside, floor 1aid with undressed boards which
loft large oracks, no stove or heating device. Tt was v~ry comforteble in warm
or pleasant weather, but colder in Wintoer than being out in the sunshine, Yet the
seints praised God in singing the old churoh hymng, and in prayer end exhortations
to the uplifting of their epiritual fervor, often to such a degree as to meke De~
cember as pleasart as May. The present nice comfortable build ing was ereoted in
1866 Just in fromt of the former ona, and dedicated by Bro, Bigham, the firgt Sun- 1
day in July of that year, - 3

I bave been unadble to find eny records whatever of the first twelve or
fifteen years of this ohurch. So can't give names in full of charter members, bit
will give as far as my information goes.

Stephen Tilly and femily, consisting of throe séns and four. daughters, all
wore devout memberg. The sons were Ebenezar, Robert, and Flotoher, The former
end latter spending all their lives in this .section were men of marked plety., Row
bert went to Floyd County, Georgia, when & young man, and was an honor ta the
ohurch and community where he lived., The daughters, Margaret, Adeline, Caroline
end Jane were all women of the highest Chrigtien type, thoip ghildren rise up and
oall thenm blessed,

Daviq Ballenger and 'family were members, He and his gon William were loocal
preachers; he alse had two or three daughters, Tpis femily was a part of the salt
of the earth, _

Dr. John Ballenger and family, of whom I know but 1ittle, were all Methodists,
They moved to Cobb County early in the history of this churoch,

Other members were John M, Ridling mnd family, Thomap Akin and family. There
wore still a few others'who helped to plant this vine, but I am unable to name
them. This little band, while fow in number, wore inspired to meke all the sacri-
floes necesaary that our boloved Methodism misht be instrumentel in selvntion of
aoulg, and glory for the great Head of tho ohirch, Oihsra. cnme inte the ohurch
from time to time, They were also men of God, ard =so recogaized by all who oame
in contact with thems Their names alsc deserve to remembered and perpetuated for
their good influence and worke for the ohurch, Some nf these are ag follows:
Samuel Houge, clnss lender, who was full of zeal and ferver, and often so filled
with the Holy Ghoéb'that his cup would run over, Jake Loyd, nlso a claas leader
and o good manj devoted to duty whatever it might be, Jogssph Elliott one of the
best and finest men that I over know and exerted n great influonce over all that -
he onme in comteot with, Asa Braswell, Goorgoe Gaddy, Aifred Poel and Fru,nceg Mota
onlf were all true to the ohurch and nd evil reports were evor made against them,
Later came George Braswell, he was one of the best young men-of the country, was
ligenoced to prench and was very gifted, but was called in dofence of our South
Lond and in that service pnssed to hig home in Glory. Hie brother, our beloved S,
He Braswell, o preachor of fine ability and very efficiont did muoh for the ohurch
at large, filling meny oharges ns o supply and vag especinlly very helpful to
Prospect. John T, MeElroy came to us from the Presbytorian church and was licen=
ged to proachs, He md a very bright mind and & 1livo . christian experience. Hp
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was a tather frail man and the good Lord took him, Then there was Philip, Jake,
George, John’ Joff and Orocket House 21l good men, Nowt Miller wos o man of
prayer, loved the church and all good peoplo, Dr, George N. Flowora, ono among
the last to cross over, of the old band, was a staunch friend to the ohurch and
beloved by all who knew him,

All these from charter members down to the last one named, bosidea many others
including good women, have crossed over and are resting wnder the shade of the
trees in the Negy Jorusnlem.

Oh! What o multitude of our loved ones and friends are up yonder waiting
and wotching for us. God help us to be faithful so thnt some sweet day we will
moot them again.

Prospect wns in the Doeatur Circuit until some yoors ago, whon it was made
Norcross and Prospoot Gharge, In the early history of Docntur Circuit, as well as
all other circuits ot that time, each Charge hod quite a number of churches. This
caused the pastor, who was then called tho circuit rider, to preach from four to
six days in the week 4n order to got around once a month. Thorefore, Prospeot had
week-dny preaching onco & month by the pastor, Wednesday, I think, being the day.
This lnsted until about 1885 to 1860, Nevortheless, we hnd sorvicos three Sundays
in the month, preaching one Sunday by a local preacher, prayer meeting one Sunday,
and olass meeting one Sunday. The remaining Sunday wo went whereo we chose, gono-
rally to Naney's Cresky Our proyer and class moet ing dave were good and ofton the
Holy Spirit was very manifest. In those dava wo had o goodly number of local
preachers in the Dpgatur Cirouit, which was a great blessing to the church and to
the pooples Thoy wore mon of very merked piety, and their preaching wns often
rocompeniod by the presence of the Holy Spirit, Theae devout men would ride from
ton to twenty miles to an appointmont; T now onll the names of all that come to
wy mind: Noah Smith,' Dyvid Ballenger’ "Henry Clark, Jimmie Williems, Elijah Byrd,
Dr, Fowrler, Joo Huie, Williom Holbrook, S. He Bragwoll, Mr. Chandler,” I moy have
omitted some. Those nlgo have pnased away ond rest from thoir labors, and their
works do follow them.

There has boeen a Sunday School at Frospeot for more than seventy-five years,

I hed hoped that I would be able to give the namo ond statistieal report of
81l the pastora that served this churoh at least until 1870, Sinoo that time we
have perfect records, I failed to find any records, even annual conforence minutes
prior to the Civil War exocept for a fow yearsa which I found through the courtesy
of Prof, Stono at Oxford Coliego, Wo found a fow old coples of the Georgie Cone
ferance which were very meagor in the statistiesl reporis, I give them aa follows:
1838 Docatur Circuit, Cherokeo District; A. Pernington pastor? J, H, MoArver
junior preacher, White members 586, colored members 74, Wighv lacal preachers,
1846, J. B, Jackson, Pagtor, 1847, A. Ray pastor, E. Spoer, Junior proacher, 1848
and 49, J. W. Yarborough pastor, Winn Junior preacher, 1850, Noeh Smith pastor,
Neeso junior proachorr, 13571 Js Lo Smith pastor, J, E, Sentell Junior Preacher.
1852, R, lane Pastor, J» R, Owens junior preacher, 1853, Jo Lo Davies pastor, W, M,
Batts junior preacher., 1854 Js H, BEwing pastor. ].955, Dahlonoga Distr :'I.Ot, Albort
Grny Pastor, Whito mombers 1150, eolored 229, Paid Migsions $55.00. Conferonce
Golleotions $18,00, 1866, Alford Dorman pastor, H., Ho Parks prosiding elder,
1867, J. M. Armstrong vastor, whito mombors 467, colored membors 162, Paid Mission
$91,00, conference collection $16.00.  Sunday School $4,00, 1858, Atlanta District
A, Maulsby pastor: Whit¢ mombers 417, colored membors 176, Paid Missions $87,00,
Conferonco $21,00. 185¢, N, E, Ousloy Pastor, White members 393, colored members
176. Conferonce Colloctions $14,75, Ousloyuéhappell in Dekalb County wog organ=-
ized by this prencher and nemed for him, 1860, T. T. Arnold pastor, J, W. Yar
boraugh presiding Elder, White membors 534, colored membera 200, Conforence
Collections $15,05, 1801, J.-Hi Moghburn oasto~, J, W, Yarborough prosiding eolder.,
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1862, J. M. Lowry pastor, 1863 -- Williams, pngtor, 1§64, H. Crawford pastor,

Walter Branham, prosiding elder. 1866-66, J, d. Morgan pastor, 1867, W. A. Dodge .

pastor, Haborsham Adams, Pregiding Eldor. Whito mombors 583, Paid pastor $108,
Paid Presidlng Blder 312 00, Conference collection $10, 00, missions $130.00, -
1868, W, A, Dodge pastor. This is tho first record I nave found whero the omount
pald tho proacher was stated; how our preachers lived in thoso dnys on the 1little
pittance pald them is something for us to think about. Thero was no work too poor
or too hard for those congsecrated men to serve. You cbservo in these ante-bollum
days the Negroes wore membors of our churches, They had no organization of their
own until thoy wore froed. A few seats in the rear of the ohurch was roservod
for them, Somo of them wore very zoalous and loved the church, and were religious
in their homes. They also had among them preachers full of the Holy Ghost,

I would not forgot to sponk of tho Exhorter we had in those days. Thoy woro
8 clasas of mon who did a lot of good, dnd were often used by the preacher in ologs.
ing tho services by exhortation, aong, and prayers I mention one that in the long
ago belonged to this church, Elijah Bogges, He wns unlearned, not knowing a lettor
in the book, but know many hvmns and much seripturo by memdrv, His exhortation
and prayors were full of the Holy Ghost and Powor and would reach the hearts of the
pooplo,

In tho last fifty yoars wo have had quite a number of proachers whose talents,
lives, and all that they had woro consecrated to the ohurch and Kingdom of our
Hbavonly_Father' endeavor ing to help tho Christinn to a better 11fe and the sinnors
to ropont and be saved. Suoh men are worthy of ow eppreciation and gratitude,
They are Rev'ss Jesse Boring, James Ivans, F, B. Davies, G, E, Gardner, C, C,

Cagey w, T, Lane, W, A, Farris W, W, Lampkin Walter Yarborough, W, M D Bond
W, A, Simmons W. P, Smith J, Re Magon, J. T, Christian, H, M, Newton w, M. Winn
. W, Arnold "W, F. Robinson, J, W, Quillan, W, B, Dillara, C. V. Weathors, Je S,
Sappington, D Eghols, R. M, Dixon, A, 0 Cantrell, V., E. Landford, and’ C, P.
Garey, our present beloved pastor , Moat of these havo gone to their Mansion abovo,

When we look up t¢o Heaven with an eye of faith and behold the large velume of
prayors uttered by these Saints, from the beginning down to this good day, for us
and our beloved church, we ought to toke frosh courage and strive to be better men
and women than over berore. We should appreciate more and more what our ancostors
have done for us, and thank God most sincerely for the church and all these good
men and women, and especinlly for His Snn ow Savior who gave himsolf for us thnt
we might have everlasiing life,

Moy Heavens richost blossing be with you and the fuiure mﬂmbers of Prospect,
And some swoot day may we form an ' unbrokun churech in %tho paradiso of our Father.

This history is dodicated to the memorv of my wrecious mothir, who was a
charter member and tho last surviving ome, she pusscd ¢rer in hor one~hundred and
socond year, '
Respectfully Submitted,

Written: {signed)
September 28, 1919, S« Ty McBlroy

Post Soript: (Roquosted to be added to the above by one of the granddaughters of
S. Ty McElroy)

The Mothor of the wr 1ter 5. Te MOD].I‘OV was former;y Mﬂrgnret Till’y, wife of
Williem MoElroy. She is ¢311 remembered by many of the older membors of Prospeot.
She was familiorly known ns AUt Margaret but more affectionately kmown as

"Grannie McElroy".
* ok ok & K K ok k ok d ok Kk ok %k & X ok %k Kk ok ¥ K ¥

(second part of history continued on noxt nnge)
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In 1920’ and for the next three venrs, Unole Nath Thompson preanched and wrorked
and sow six -elass rooms added, by taking from the auditorium to ma%e fowr and
adding two vith entrance on front, : . :

In 1926, under tho lendership cf J, Wo On McKibbon, Pastor, the 100th Annivers
sory of the Church was plannod, October 31, 1986 was a grent day, one aver to bo
remombored by those present,

Sunday School at 10300 o'eles™. Prenching by A, Candler, Toxt - John 21:3 -
"T Go A—Fishing", an ablo germon, &% noon dinnor for all in the grove., Ty the
afternocon an Anniversary Program. As cunploto o histery of the church as could
possibly be made, after weeks of study by S, T, MeElrcy, was rond by him ond if it
is available, will be placed in safo-kecping for the church in later years. At the
oloso of the program o big Birthday Cake with 100 oondies was slicod and divided
among the older members and visitors,

Algo, during the postorate of Rev, McKibbon, the property lines were estab~
lished and marked, The old silver communion service, consisting of two goblets,
pitcher and two plates wore replaoced with n nar individual servioco costing $65,00,

Following the pastornte of Rev, McKibbon, Rev, A, J, Scars served faithfully
for ono year, Begimning in 1827, throe yoars of faithful sorviee were given by
Dr. T, M, Elliott, S, Ps Wigging, Prosiding Elder.

Then ocamo o change from North Atlamts Disirict inmto Deentur-Oxford District,
R. 2, Tyler, Presiding Elder ond J, J, Copeland pnstor for two vears, Revs E. P,
Ewbanks served well for the noxt three years followed bw Rev. H, C, Stratton -~ Dr,
Wallece Rogers, Presiding Eilder,

For five years Rov, Stratton labored with love and helped push forward the"
building of the West wing of the church for classrooms and also rest rooms, Mrg,
Stratton guided the organization of the Yowng Women's Service Guild, The Guild is
now growing and active and n rreat blessing to the enuse of the church at present,

1940 - Dr, E, G, Mookny Distriet Supt, - Rev, E. P, Etheridgo Pagtor - Change
into Enst Atlantn Distrist, By the untiring help of the pastor, the church wos
brought up into a place of station having for venrs beon n one~half station with
Norcross,

Bs L, Barton was the first pastor for full time. During his pastorate a nice
brick parsonnge was built and furnished, He served two years and was followed by
Cs E. Brantloy. During Rov, Brantley's two vears the church auditorium was re-
worked throughout ~ new overhead, new floors, new windows and new furnishings, A
Pulpit Bible was given by Mrs, A, J. Sears nnd Misses Dorothy and Mary (Now Mrs,
H, H, Allen) Walker in memory of Rev., A, J, Soars, The Hymnals wore given in
memory of Mrs, Groon, sister of Mrs, Minors, The cross for tho communion table
given by Mr, snd Mre. S. D. Johnson, Sr. in memory of their parents, Mp, J. W,
Purosll donnted the Baptismal Podestol. Each vore dodisatod at "differbnt’times,
ng given, by the pastor,

Reve Jo Co Moore served the next threo. yoars and shored in the plans for builde
ing tho Enst wing and basement with kitohen, also furnishing most of the olass rooms.
Rev. J, Howoll Heorn, now olosing his second veanr as pastor, has shared in
the work of furnishing tho kitchen and hnd the plensure of dedieating o new electric

Organ,

These are a few outstanding developoments up to tho prosent, But most impor-
tant of all regular worship services have bosn held, It has in the years past
and continues to bo a place for spiritunl uplift and fellowship and & blessing for
all who ottend,

Juns 20, 1951 BY: WMps, C. D. Jones




PROSBPEQT METHODIOT CHUROH

Among the oldast Methodist Ohurches in NeKalh Oounty le
Frospsot near Chambles, organized in 1826,

Formarly the Presbyterions and Methodiste worshipped together
where the Tresbyterian cemetery is teday, in a littls log bullding,
haviny the servise of a preacher when either I'resbyterien or Metho-
diet was available, ' S

Biblérola-ace were held in the different homes on Sambbath
nfturnoonm. ‘

Yhen they bagems strong enough, and could have more resular
prasching services they divided, the Tresbyterians uilding a
Mhureh in Doraville on the present church sits, and the Methodist
moving down the road e little dietancs, toward what is now Chamblee
but no town wes there at that time,

The present building is the third one 2and nearsy the I'sachtiree
road.,

The Piret one back some distance, a log bullding tuilt in 1826,

Among the ohurter members of Frospest church were the Stephen . :
T4lly family, Riddling family, Ballenger family and Willlem MeElroy
family. _

Aunt, “argaret Meflroy lived into this present generatlion. Many
gtill remembor her. She was the wife of William MeRlroy. She e¢on=
tinued her membership at Frospeet Chureh and dled at the age of
101} ysara. She was beloved by all who knew hers

Her son,%s T, Mo¥lroy, wrote a history of the church. i

After a fow years o larger log ohurel: was tuilt a little nearer
the road,

As the commmity geew in populaticn, so the chureh grew, an
agein they planned to build. :

Tn the late 1870's the present uilding, excopt the cless
rooma, wae built, being the third sinese they beyan in 1826,

n 1908~1910, saveral of the leading familiies, including the
Wetoalfs, Tillys, "disons, Ohristiens, and othurs, sold out thelr
farmes and moved to Turner County in South Georgia.

They organized a churoh and namad it "Frospeect®.

Tt wae such & blow to ths church that desrondency and failure
seemed 4o gain right of way.

DE KALB COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY



But for the encouragement, and seriptural challenge given
from the pulpit by the Pastor, Rev. J. Re To unppington, it might
heave bsen harder.

Tn 1919 Rev. Nath Thompeon served and six classroome were
added to the auditorium,

Ta 1926 under the leadership of T'astor J. We O. MaKibben,
the 100¢h Anniversary was carefully planned. Tt was on Oats 51,
& great day, one avsr to be remembered by those present.

A sormon was preashod in the morning by A. Oandler, text,
'T o & fishing™. John 21t%. An abla sermon.

Mnner was perved in the grove for all.
Tn the afternoon thore was an anniversary programs.

A higtory of the shureh, as envmplete as could pomssibly be
found, was resd by S. T« MoRlroys He had spent weoks in the pre-

peration of 1t.

o one knows where it is at present, but he hopes to find it
and plase it in safe keeping for the church in lator years. -

Following the resding of the history, a large basutiful
bigthdey oeke was out wnd passed to the older memhars and visitore.
During the 4 years pastorate of Rev. Mo¥ibben the lines of
shursh property were established and marked; the old silver com-
munion serviee coneisting of 2 goblets, ploturer and plates were

replaced with e new individual ‘service coeting 165.00,

" The next pastor, Reavy. T. M. Nlliott served % years. 5. F.
¥iggine we2 the Tresiding Tlder.

T Je deiané waa pnnior far the next two yoars, with a
chanze into the Decetur~Oxford Dletrict. TR. 7. Tyler was the
Fresidine Alder.

RBe s Bubanks wan pastor for the next % years., e was fol-
lowed by Bove H. O Stratton for five years. Ir. ‘allace logers
woe Fresiding Elder.

Mro, Stratton gulded the orgenization of yowng woren's
gerviae fuild whieh is todey growing and activa and n gront
blesaing to the Ohuroh.

Tn l9ﬁ0 the wout wing was added to give more epmace for alassee.
- Drs 2. 7. Mackay was District Superintandent and Hev. K. Po
Pthridgs, pastor. Thelr untiring efferts brought the church inte
the place of s station,

%4 L. Barton was the first full time pastor. He served 2 years.



A parsonage was bullt slongside the chureh yard.

Rev. (. T. Brantley sarved for the next 2 yesrs, and during
this time the ohureh auditorium was reworked throughout. New
overhead, new floors, new windows.

A pulpit 3ible was given by Mrs. Sears, Miss Norothy Wnlkor
and Mrs. fHa W, Allen in memory of Rev. A. J. Jears.

The hymals wero given in memory of Mrs. r}raen, sister of
Mra. ¥inors.

Mre & Mra, S. Ns Johnson, Sre, gave the oross for the com-
mmion tebla in memory of thelir parentas.

Yy, Tureell donated the Baptiemal psdestal. Tach of these
were dediocated at the tims they were given.

lleve Jo O Moore served for % years, and the Yast Wing of
the ghureh end bamemsnt with kitehen were added.

Rev. J. Howsll Hearn, preassnt pastor iea finishing hie sosond
year as pastor. A new eleotrie (4. ..., WAS bought and dedloated
by him. ﬂ ‘

These are & few outstanding developments up to date. But
most imperbant of all, repular worship sorvices have been held.
Tt has, and oontinues to be a place for spiritual uplift and fel-
lowship and blessings for all who attend.

Copied from record owned by Mrs. Oarloa Jones of Muraville, Ga.



This raecord was copied by Loulse Haygood Trotti from the old Bible

formerly owned by Samuel MgElroy, published in Fhiladelphis in
1855, Tt 1z now 4in the possession of hie direst desgondant Mra.
Carlos Dolos Jones of Toraville, Georgia (Sept. 1951)

MARRT AGES

Samuel Mo%lroy Jun. of Andereon Distrlet, 5.0, and Naney
Martin Mollroy of Meelenburg District, N.C., wap$ married Meroh
18t in the yoar of our Lord 1830 by Rev'd willieam Blacksteok.

TFRATHE -

¥aney Mo HoTlroy departed this life March lst, 1871, laoking
4 days of living 63 years of age.

John T+ 2y MoBlyray departed ihle 1ifs “love. 12¢h, 1675,

Samuel Be Mollroy departed this 1ife Aug. 13th, 1862, in the
Heapital at Wyander, Va.

Jamuel Moilroy departed this life Maroh the 1l1th, 1880,

Martha M. Akin departsd this life July 20th, 1894, aged 54
yorrs, & days, diod minutes after 7 o'cloek in the evening.
funaral preached by J. W. Quillian. '

Tage inssrted.

Martha 7. Meiflroey was born August the 12th 179%.
Jehn ¥oTtlroy was born March the 23rd, 1797.

Tannah MeBlroy was born April thas 1%th 1799.
dachel A, WeRlroy wes born Juae the let, 1802,
Jameas 5. MoZlrey was born Novsmber the 8th, 1804,
Nancy M. Moflroy was born Mesrsh the 1lth 1806,
flizabath H, MoFlroy wae born Marsch the 25th, 1808,
Wm. MoRlroy wee born Cctober the 8th, 1810,

Sally 9. Me%lrey was born Juns the %0th, 1812,

BIRTHS

Semuel Brymon MeElroy wee born Qctober 1llth in the Year of
Our Lord 1831, Baptised by Rev'd Hleazer Harris.

Mary flizabath MoBlrey was born September 16th {a the Year
of our Lord 1834, Baptized by Rev. Henry Bryson.

John T+ Fresley Moflroy was born January &th in the Yesr of
Our Lord 1857, Baptized Rev.: Thomas Turner.

Nanoy Martha MoRlroy wee born July l6th in the Year of our
Lord 1840, Baptized Rev. Thomas Turners

DE KALB COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY



Mra. Jones of Toravilla, owner of the old Bible frem whioh

4his record was copied, said that the paople listad on the ine
sorted page wers har maternal grandmother's family. She marrled

her eousine.

The Nible was published in Thiladelphia by Jesper Herding
in 18%;

Heor mother was Nancy Martha Mo!“lroy, who married Janas
Mfrenklin Alken. .

¥enioy Marthe MeRlroy was the deughter of Sarmmel MeRlroy,
owner of tho 3ible orlzinally.




“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the \.Q&\Q &h& §&Nhn
house of the Lord.”—Psalm 122:1. Chamblee, G

CHURCH OFFICERS

Heowerl. HEARN o © . 0. % & 8.6, FeE S Ba 8 Biton
Hervan Lo¥n § & = .8 » 5.4 2.9 m:ﬂmﬁ:«m:mm:m of Sunday School :
S.D.JOHNSON . . . . . . .. . . . . . Chairman of Board of Stewards w
MasC. B. WRIEBACE L . .. % . T o = o8- .9 JPresidentof WSS CES. 5
MARTHA LOUISESMITH . . . . . . . . . : .. . . . President W.S. G.
Magun Lovil s @, . B2 8.5, 14 . . O L8 . Qupctls Trelrer
Bir WiLniams . . . . . . 4G 2. .£5E . B2 . Organist
Me®Hyor P KBSV E_FRE .. 8 D . . DBuiptitendrd
Mgrs. RuTH MENDENHALL . . . . . + . . . . « . . . Recording Steward
STEWARDS %
S. U JoHnsoN . . E 3 ey T, BN, TS i

m H. Allen, Wo_umﬁ F. m;dsﬁ <<_=_m9 E Craig, Tom Om:oém%
OFE.» Hinshaw, Lamar Hyde, M. C. Hyde, C. A. Johnston,
Quinn Long, Marvin Loyd, Thurmon McCoy, J. T. Patter-

son, Roy Payne, George Pierce, Sr., Wesley Pressley, 5 g & £

OS& Smith, G. E. Smith, J. C. Strader, Bill Tapp, =3 J. HoweLL Heal
" Burnett Walker, C. B. Wallace : ‘ ; : Phone 2
TRUSTEES : “Whosoever thou art that e
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OUR CHURCH

First Methodist was organized in 1826,
It was then named Prospect. Two and one-
half acres of land were acquired. Records
of the transaction were lost in the 1844
Courthouse fire. Executors of the estate
of 5. W. Reeves issued a warranty deed in
1855, 8Six acres were purchased in 1895,
and three more in 1901,

The first Church was an unheated log
structure. 1In 1847 a rough board building
replaced it. The third Church was built
in 1885, Church School rooms were added in
1937 and in 1947. A three story Education
Building was completed in 1955, These were
located at 5588 Peachtree Road.

By a vote of the Congregation the name
was changed from Prospect to First Metho-
dist in 1961.

In 1963 the Congregation voted to relo-
cate, 0ld Chamblee was giving way to Indus-

trial Development. Thirty-eight and one- ‘45“
tenth acres were purchased at 4147 Chamblee- 2- t W tA 6[. t CA A &7
Dunwoody Road. Lrs e oats urc. %u

-
The present Georgian Structure was begun ;Q} ép
in 1965. ' J’\O\\ %Q‘:J
Qb'4§>?.
NS O-\‘ O
\L."E;‘ % \'-‘
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MORNING WORSHILP
(Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Day (color: green)
11:00 a.m.

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men. Colossians 3: 23

-Mendelssohn
Acolytes

The Prelude "Sonata"
The Lighting of the Candles
The Call to Worship

*The Processional 35 '"For the Beauty of the Earth" "DIX"
*The Invocation
The Prayer of General Confession 727
The Prayer for Pardon
The Lord's Prayer
Minister: O Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Minister: Praise the Lord.
People: The Lord's name be praised.
.*The Psalter "Thou Art My God" 574
*The Gloria Patri
The Anthem "Father, Lord of All Creation" -Scoggin
The Scripture Lesson 1 Cor. 1: 18-31
* John 12: 20-36a

*The Affirmation of Faith
*¥k

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit,
Leader: Let us pray.

The Pastoral Prayer
Recognition of Acolytes and Junior Altar Guild Members
The Dffertory "But The Lord Is Mindful--" Ann Dulin
The Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
The Hymn 143 "My Faith Looks Up To Thee"
TOLIVET"
The Rev., Charles H., Duffey
9:00 and 11:00 "The Growing Edge of Life"
7:00 p.m. A Soul Upon My Heart"
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship
The Hymn 166 "Lord Jesus I Love Thee"
The Extinguishing of the Candles
*The Benediction

The Sermon

"GORDON"
Acolytes

*Congregation will please stand.
*%Ushers will seat worshippers.

CHURCH ‘CALENDAR

January 30, 1972

9:00 Morning Worship

9:45 Church School

10:00 Confirmation Class

11:00 Morning Worship

2:30 Lay Speaker-Embry Hill

5:30 Youth Ministry

7:00 Evening Worship

MONDAY

3:00 Girl Scouts

9:00 Day Kindergarten
Registration

7:30 Lay Speaker District
Training

TUESDAY

7:30 Finance Committee

8:00 Worship Committee

8:00 Womens Chorus

WEDNESDAY

9:00 Sharing Group

9:00 Mothers Day Out

10;00 WSCS Executives

5:45 Childrens Choirs

6:45 Mid-Week Fellowship
Forum Class

7:30 Institute Evangelism

8:00 Chancel Choir

THURSDAY

9:45 YWCA

3:00 Girl Scouts

7530 Institute Evangelism

7:00 Girl Scouts

7:00 Boy Scouts

7:30 Tops Club

FRIDAY

7:30 Institute Evangelism

. SATURDAY

9:30 a,m., Boy Choir
8:00 Chamblee AA

USHERS

James Graham, Richard Hick-
man, Donn Hoffer, H. O.
Cravey, William Perry, Rob-
ert Biggers, Selwyn Taylor,
Howell Gower

LOVELY FLOWERS

At our altar today are pla-
ced there to the Glory of God
and in honor of Wesleyan Ser-
vice Guild Week. They are the
offering of the Women's Society
of Christian Service.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome Mr. and Mrs. Carl
N. Smith of 2389 Riverglenn Ct.
Chamblee, into our Fellowship.
They come to us from Parkway
Presbyterian Church, Metairie,
Louisiana,

We welcome Mr. & Mrs. Edward
B, Mitchell(Rose Ann) into our
fellowship. Along with their
children, Edward and Ellen,
they live at 1359 Brawley Cir.
Atlanta. They come from Briar-
cliff United Methodist,Atlanta.

INSTITUTE ON EVANGELISM

"On Wed., Thurs., and Friday,
February 2, 3, and 4 at 7:30
p.m. Dr. Reynolds W. Greene,
Jr.,Program Director of Evan-
gelism in this conference and
newly elected Vice-Pres. of
the United Methodist National
Council on Evangelism, will
lead our Institute.

CHURCHWIDE MISSION STUDY

Feb, 13, 20, and 27 on Sun-
day nights from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. Are you reading all you
can about Africa in prepara-
tion for our study? Are you
following "The Search for the

Nile" on  WSB-TV = Tuesday
nights at 7:307
W.S.C.S., Executives at 10:00

a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 2nd.




CITY OF DECATUR
SESQUICENTENNIAL

Other Events: You are invited to visit the Decatur Sesquicentennial Art
Exhibition at the old DeKalb courthouse, the DeKalb Historical Society ar-
chives also at the old courthouse, and the historic Swanton House on Trinity
Place all of which will be open during the Sesquicentennial celebration through
next week.

Decatur History: Caroline Clarke was asked by the Sesquicentennial Committee
to prepare a new history of our City. Copies are available in the Narthex of the
Church at a cost of $6.00, to those who are interested.

Participating Churches: We are grateful to the ministers and members of the
following Churches for making this significant event possible.

Antioch AME Church

Church of the Nazarene

Columbia Presbyterian Church
Decatur Heights Baptist Church
Decatur Presbyterian Church
Evergreen Baptist Church

First Baptist Church of Decatur
First Christian Church of Decatur
First United Methodist Church of Decatur
Holy Trinity Parish, Inc.

Lily Hill Baptist Church

Little Friendship Baptist Church
Lutheran Church of the Messiah
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Oakhurst Baptist Church

Oakhurst Presbyterian Church

St. Thomas More Catholic Church
Thankful Baptist Church

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Music: We are grateful to Mr. Wayne Grinstead First Baptist Church of
Decatur, for coordinating the music for this service and leading the joint choir.
Others participating with him are Mr. Henry McDowell, Decatur First United
Methodist Church, Mr. Eugene Slaughter, Thankful Baptist Church, and
Margaret Walker, Organist, Decatur First Baptist.

1823-1973

SESQUICENTENNIAL SERVICE
NOVEMBER 18, 1973




SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND THANKSGIVING

commemorating
The Sesquicentennial of Decatur, Georgia
November 18, 1973

5:00 P.M.
William W. Lancaster, Presiding

PRELUDE:
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" arr. Edmundson
“0 God Our Help In Ages Past” arr. Matthews
“Now Thank Thee All Our God” Bach-Means

CHORAL INTROIT - FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CHOIR

PREPARATION

CALL TO WORSHIP Ralph L. Smith

Minister: Let us worship God. Our help is in the name of the Lord, who
made heaven and earth.

CONGREGATION: AT THE NAME OF JESUS, EVERY KNEE
SHOULD BOW AND EVERY TONGUE CONFESS THAT JESUS IS LORD,
TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.

Minister: Praise the Lord.

CONGREGATION: THE LORD'S NAME BE PRAISED.

* HYMN OF PRAISE -- No. 465 “God of Grace” Hughes
* INVOCATION AND LORD'S PRAYER Lawrence W. Bottoms
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON --- Psalm 103 Cecil W. Carpenter
ANTHEM --- “O God Our Help in Ages Past” arr. Whitney

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHANCEL CHOIR
Henry McDowell, Director
Trumpets: John Galloway, Jim Stroupe, Quillian
Thornton

INTERCESSION

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION L. Bevel Jones

DEDICATION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM --- “How Great Thou Art” Hine
THANKFUL BAPTIST CHURCH CHOIR
Eugene Slaughter, Director

OFFERTORY PRAYER John E. Talford

B

PROCLAMATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON -- Ephesians 5:15-20 W. Leon Tucker

ANTHEM-- “Amazing Grace” Joint Choirs
SERMON -- “A CITY'S THANKSGIVING” Wallace McPherson Alston
RESPONSE
PRAYER J. Davison Philips
*HYMN NO. 366  “Blest Be The Tie"” Nageli
BENEDICTION Thomas J. Flanagan

POSTLUDE: “Hymn in Improvisation on ‘God of Grace and God of Glory”

* Congregation standing

Sesquicentennial Service: Under the chairmanship of Mrs. Caroline M. Clarke
and Julius A. McCurdy, the Committee on Decatur’s 150th Anniversary has
projected this Service of Thanksgiving as one of the major events of the year.
The Sesquicentennial Service committee was chaired by Dr. J. Davison Philips.

In this Thanksgiving Season, we can say of our City, “"Other men have labored
and we have entered into their labors.” In gratitude, we dedicate ourselves also,
to serve this present age.




1968 cont. WSCS became UMW and Men’s Club
became United Methodist Men.

1969
Drama Ministry and Family Camping programs
began.

1971

North Georgia Conference & the former all black
Georgia Conference merged to form the current
North Georgia Conference of the Methodist
Church.

1972
Easter Sunrise services were begun for the commu-

nity.

July, we dedicated the Dora & Carlos Jones
Memorial Activities Building.

Doorstep Mission was organized

A new adult co-ed class was formed called Out-
reach.

The first Drama Camp was held.

1975
The first Single’s Sunday School Class was

formed.
The Balloon note was retired.

The average Sunday School attendance was 510,
first place in the Atlanta/Emory district.

1976
A year long celebration of the church’s sesquicen-

tennial was observed. (150yrs.)

The entire mortgage of the new facility was paid. .

Our membership was 1703.

1980
The present Sanctuary was completed & the first

service was held Easter Sunday, April 6 1980. It .

was dedicated September 14th.

Scout Hut construction was completed.

1982

Installation of our beautiful Moller organ was
completed. On February 13, 1983 a service of
dedication was held with a recital by Sue Goddard.

1985

First youth service project to Appalachian Service
Project. Through donations and money raised by
our youth, building supplies were purchased and
our youth & adult volunteers went on a mission trip
to repair homes in Applachia.

1986
Pathfinders, a new singles class is formed.

1987
The Delta Singles Class is formed

1989
Work on the new kitchen was completed.

The Chamblee Single Christians, a ministry to
single adults was formed.

First youth service project to Rural Mission/ Johns
Island South Carolina.

1991

Debt was retired on the Kitchen, and through a
generous gift from the Hickman family the debt
was also retired on the Sanctuary.

The Agape Class for young couples was formed.

1992

25th anniversary of our move to the Chamblee
Dunwoody location, and 166 years of commitment
to Jesus Christ. We are planning a big celebration
on May 17th.

The church membership is 1532

We are grateful for those who have contributed to
our rich history, while at the same time we press on

to the future, and say with the Apostle Paul, “/

press toward the goal for the prize of the

upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:14

. Weiceme ;

CHAMBLEE FIRST
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Established 1826

1847 1885

P mETRoscer

1967 - 1980

1980 - 1992




OUR ROOTS

1822
Georgia legislature formed DeKalb County

1826

Prospect Methodist Church was founded. Since the
Methodists had no building, they worshiped for a
time with the Presbyterians. There was preaching
when a preacher of either denomination was avail-
able.

1844
First reference to Sunday School at the Prospect

Church.

1846
First conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South.

1847

‘We do not have a date for the first building, but the
second church building on the Peachtree Road site
was erected at this time. It was a frame structure
withno ceiling, undressed floor boards and no heat.

1851
Prospect Church was 25 years old. A deed for the
first 2.5 acres was executed to the trustees.

1867 '
Prospect Methodist had 563 members.

1873
A railroad was completed through the area, then
known as Roswell Junction.

1885

Roswell Junction became Chamblee.

“The third church building was erected directly in
front of the 1847 structure. -

1895
Six additional acres of land purchased for $245.

1897
Chamblee & Norcross churches became a Station
with the pastor residing in the Norcrossparsonage

1901 '
75th Anniversary. Three additional acres were
purchased.

1905 ‘
Women’s Missionary Society was organized.

1918
Men’s Bible Class and Ladies’ Bible Class formed.

1926
100th anniversary of Prospect Methodist Church.

1933

Women’s Missionary Society became Women’s
Society of Christian Service and Young Women'’s
Service Guild was formed.

1938
Forum Class was formed for young couples and
Pilot Class was formed for young men.

1940
Prospect became a full station; Rev. B.L. Barton
was the first fuli time pastor.

1942
Brick parsonage on Peachiree Road was built.

1946
Fidelis Class was formed for young matrons.

1948
A Scouting program was started.

1951
125th anniversary of Prospect Methodist Church
celebrated on November 29th.

1953
A second co-ed class was formed-The Glow Class

1956
The Wesley Class ( a third co-ed class) was formed

1957
The Kindergarten program was started.

1959
Faith Class, a new class for young couples began.
The first sound system was installed.

1961

Name changed from Prospect Methodist to First
Methodist Church, Chamblee. Membership was
972.

1963
The congregation voted to relocate to the present-
site on Chamblee Dunwoody Road.

1965
The firstlibrary was established, and revived again
after a few years at our present site.

1966
Church membership is now 1243, with a Sunday
School membership of 880.

1967

January 1, the first service was held at the new site
on Chamblee Dunwoody Road in what is now the
Fellowship Hall. Approximately 1000 attended.

December 3, a consecration service was held for the

new parsonage on Wyndale Court.

1968

In April the General Conference of the Methodist
Church & the Evangelical United Brethren con-
summated a union and our name was changed to
First United Methodist Church, Chamblee.

That summer the Official Bd. became the Admin-
istrative Board and the Policy Committee became
the Council on Ministries.
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Church Briefs

THE NEIGHBOR B fT R : WEDNESDA®

Churches Join Bedford-Pines Proje«

Methodist churches throughout the North and East De-
Kalb area are involved this month in a project to help out
people living in the inner city Bedford-Pines section where
food and ‘clothes are desperately needed after the recent bad
weather. Two churches in North DeKalb are participating—
Dunwoody United Methodist and Chamblee First United
Methodist. ‘

Dunwoody United Methodist asks church members to

bring non-perishable foods and clothes to Sunday School class-
es on Sunday morning, Feb. 11. Those to bring contributions to
the worship service are asked to leave them in the large room
off the narthex.

Money is also acceptable as a gift. There will be a special
presentation at 3 p.m. on that day to the Fort Street United
Methodist Church on Boulevard, just north of Georgia Baptist
Hospital. Everyone is invited to come. The project is part of
the Key 73 program. i

Chamblee First United Methodists are requesting mem-
bers to bring donations of food and clothing to the 12th grade
classroom no later than Feb. 7. All commodities will be taken
to Fort Street Methodist on Feb. 11. - ;

In other news at the churches, Dunwoody United Method-
ist is urging high schools students in grades 10 through 12 to
attend special meetings with representatives from a number
of area colleges. Representatives from the following 10 pri-
vate colleges will be present: Andrew, Berry, Clark, Ogle-
thorpe, Oxford, Reinhardt, LaGrange, Young Harris, Wesley-

an and Crawford Long School of Nursing. The meetings will ~

a1l be held between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dates are: Feb. 13, Holi-
day Inn off Interstate 20 west at Fulton Industrial Boulevard;
Feb. 15, Nantucket Restaurant (Roadway Inn) at 3393 Lenox
Rd. across from Lenox Square. The representatives will an-
swer any questions concerning admissions, studies, financial
aid and campus life. Parents and counselors are welcome.
Chamblee First United Methodist announces that its
Drama Club is planning a spring production of the play “‘Fun-
ny Girl.”” Tryouts wili be on Feb. 26 and 27 at the Georgia
Retardation Center from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Those who wish to
schedule an appointment to try out should contact Mrs. Cauth-
en. She will be available for 15 minute appointments at the
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Chamblee Methodist Presents ‘Oklahoma!’

The Drama Ministry of Chamblee United Methodist Church and the
Georgia Retardation Center are proud to announce the cast of their
upcoming production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma!”
The newly refurbished theatre will once again ring with music,
dancing, and laughter as audiences thrill to this musical comedy
classic. Under the direction of Yatesy Harvey and the musical
direction of Allen Baston, the show will run March 16, 17, 23 and 24
at the theatre on the campus of the Georgia Retardation Center at
4770 North Peachtree Road in Dunwoody. Playing the role of Curly
will be Antonio Cimino with Brenda Scott as Laurey. Janet
Cauthen will appear as Aunt Eller, Beth Harvey as Ado Annie,
Kevin Whitley as Will Parker, John Jamgochian as Jud Fry, Tom
Frederick as Alj Hakim, Terri Baston as Gertie, Derk Simonson as
Ike, Nat Tieman as Mr. Carnes and Clyde Cauthen as Cord Elam.
Dana Montroy and Keith McGriff will appear as featured dancers.
Other members of the ensemble include Barbara Banta, Vic Beton,
Michael Bolin, Ruth Ellyn, Lucy and Leah Brooks, Peggy Bryant,
Sal Cimino, Brenda Cone, Jay Conn, Wynn Everett, Carol Frey,
Nancy Goodroe, Brenda, Jennifer and Wilson George, Lenore
Guirreri, Debbie Hall, Laura Hammond, Ed Harris, Julia Hastings,
Barbara Hickman, Jennifer Jones, Dottie Kassem, Carlye Ketchem,
Becky McCants, Kendall McEntyre, Jenne Miller, Shari Olm, Lynn
Parker, Shirley Pendleton, Elizabeth Richert, Cliff Riviere, Al
Sanders, Polly Short, Betty Jean Spann, Leslie Wade, Marilyn
White, Theressa Williams, and Michelle Wood, For ticket informa-
tion, call Ann Harris at 449-9123 or 449-9490 or Chamblee Methodist
at 457-2525. Pictured, left to right, are Brenda Scott, Antonio
Liminio, Kevin Whitley and Beth Harvey.
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Johnny Crawford/Staff

Margie McAfee leaves the First United Methodist Church on Chamblee-
Dunwoody Road with a box of toys Friday night. She and other parents select-
ed gifts for children who otherwise would have none for Christmas.

Mission _mz_:m families
‘shop,’ preserve dignity

By Lillian Guevara-Castro
Staff writer

Parents in needy households
often miss the joy of being the gift
bearers during this holiday
Season.

But volunteers at a doorstep
mission in Chamblee say they've
found a way to preserve the digni-
ty of the families they help by let-
ting them “shop” for their own
Christmas gifts.

“We try to keep the dignity in
[helping], that’s the way it should
be,” said Elsie Massey, who has
chaired the Doorstep Mission at
the First United Methodist
Church on Chamblee-Dunwoody
Road for the last 17 years.

The First United Methodist
Chureh in Chamblee and about 15
other area churches of varied de-
nominations help needy families
with clothes, food and even job
training and placement through-
out the year. According to Ms.
Massey, it’s the winter months
that bear down on families al-
ready in difficult situations.

“Qur worst times are from Au-
gust to February. People can get
out and do things during spring
and summer, but things get hard-
er during the cold months. That’s
when we have to double up at
church to help,” she said. “Most
of the people we get are in des-
perate situations and cannot do
H:Emm for their children at Christ-
mas.”

The pre-Christmas “shopping”
program allows families that oth-
erwise would have no Christmas
gifts select from new and almost-
new toys, clothes and books at no
charge, to surprise their children
with on Dec. 25.

This year children who ac-
company their parents can do

The pre-Christmas
“shopping” allows
families that otherwise
would have no
Christmas gifts to
select some at no
charge.

DEKALB EXTRA, DEC. 21, 1989

some shopping of their own for
adult items, and another addition
to the program this year is a spe-
cial section for pre-teens, said
Ms. Massey.

“Most of the things we mcﬁ this
year are new. But we start in Au-
gust to check everything to make
sure that it is clean and working,”
she said.

She said about 270 children
will receive at least one gift this
Christmas, thanks to donations
made by individuals and corpora-
tions in the metro Atlanta area.

Although the holiday season
proves to be the busiest for the
doorstep mission, Ms. Massey said
the i1l and needy require more
than just seasonal help to get
back on their feet.

She said educational pro-
grams such as preparation for the
GED, reading and writing classes,
and classes to teach families how
to budget their finances are of-
fered throughout the year.

“The idea is to get that person
back into the work force. Christ-
mas is not the only time people
get hungry,” she said.

For information on First
Methodist Doorstep Mission pro-
jeets, call Elsie Massey at 457-
3241 or 458-1934.



“I was glod when they said unio wme, let us go into the
- house of the Lord.”—Psalm 122:1.
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Chamblee, Georgia

J. HoweLL HEARN, Pastor
Phone 2041

“Whosoever thou art that enterest this church, please
remember it is the House of God; be thoughtful, and leave
it not without one prayer to God for thyself, one for those
who minister, and for those who worship here.”

’

Worship Service Each Sunday, gogmbm and Evening
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