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THE BIRTH OF A CHURCH

The Briarcliff Methodist church had itg beginning when
the Spirit of God woved in the life of Delma Haygood, the
district superintendent of the Decatur-Oxford Districe, in
1960. .

Through the $10.00 Club, $15,000.00 was raised to buy
land. Dr. Haygood appointed Melton McNeill, a student at
Emory’s Candler School of Theology, as pastor.

After an extensive search, land was found at the
intersection of Shallowford and Briarcliff Road. The
property consisted of 4 1/2 acres of land, a two story,
frame, four bedroom house with three baths, a guest cottage
and a large garage. The first name of the church was
Briarcliff-Shallowford Methodist Church and wag gquickly
shortened to Briarcliff Methodist Church.

Dx. Haygood realized that he had found a young preacher
who was on the move and so the dream of a new Methodist
church had a strong beginning.

On November 13, 1960, the firgt wOorship service was
held in the renovated main white house on the newly acquired
property. A wall and chimney were removed from the inside
of the house. A piano was donated and green corduroy draw
drapes were made and hung over the wall behind the worship
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cepter. Soon after another charter wmewber made a beautiful
wooden cross to enhance the worship area.

Thexe were fifty persons at Sunday Scheol the First
Sunday and seventy-five al worship. At the invitational
hywn, twenty-three persong indicated a desire to join the

new church and these twenty-three joined the following

Sunday .
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Thogg memhers wera:

Ann McNeill Anneg Willisms

Lynn McNeill Lynne Griffin
Kathaleen Reich * Mrs. W. W. Griffin
Mra. R. C. Long W. W. Griffin

E. (. Long Mancy Fisher

George Flynn RPrancey Ann Fisher
Caxrl Reich * Mrs. W. W. Figher
Bill Kilparrick Woodrow W. Fisher

Mrs. F. M. Kilpatrick Eommett J. Stallings, Jr.
Mrs. W. W. Kilpatrick Jacgueline Stallings
Claude Hendricks Stanley Anderson
Nancy Bendricks * Mrs. E. B. Anderson *
Franceg McKoon * J. L, Horsgh

James McKeoon * Benige Hurst

Dell H. Williams Ken Long

Rogers M. Williams Claude H. Fowler

Blza M. Jobnson Mrs. Claude H. fowler
T. A. Johnpon Fleming H. Boyd *
Patti Belden Mrs. Fleming H. Boyd *
Sheila Belden T, B. Bllison, Jxr. *
E. ¥. Bslden Mrg, T. B. Aliison, Jxr. #

* Dyegfent active wmoewbers of Brigpeliff

Briarcliff Methodist Church was chartered 11-27-60 and
some of those original members are still active today.
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Briarcliéfé-shallowford Methodist Churchﬁm November 27, 1960

Report of Nominating Committee to Organizational Conference

Committee composed of Rev. W. Melton McNeill, Clifford Long,

and Claude Hendrick.

Chairman Official Board:
Stewards:

Trustees:

Commiszsion Chairman:
ducation:

sunday School Supt.:
Membership & Bvangelism:
Church Treasurer:

church Lay Leader:

Communion Steward:

District Conference Delegate:

Reserve!
District Steward:

Nominating Committee:

Clifford Long
Fleming Boyd

E. E. Andexson
E. W. Belden
Claude H. Fowler
J. H. HMcKoon

J. L. Hurst

Carl Reich
Car) Reich
¢laude Hendrick

Woodrow Fisher

Clifford Long

Mrs. Clifford Long

r. J. Stallings
Woodrow Fisher
Rogers Williams

Rev. W, W, McNeill

Cclifford Long
Cclaude Hendrick
E. W. Belden
Carl Reich
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Briarcliff-gshallowford Methodist Church’
Decatur-0Oxford Disteickt - Norith Georgia Couference

November 27, 1960 - First Quarterly Conference
Dr. Delma Haygood - Presiding

PROPOSED BUDGET

Pastor's Salary ($100.month-7 1/2m) $750.00
‘Bishop's Fund (2%) 15.00
pist. Supt. Fund (5 1/2%) 41.25
District Work {(1%) 7.50
Pensions (17%) 127.50
Minimum Salary (2%) 15.00
World Service 100.00
Mission Specials (4 areas) 40.00
$10. Church Extension Club 50.00
§1,896,25
Logal Expenses
Utalities: Lights $21.00
Gas 70.00
WHater 17.50
Telephone 77.00
Supplies: Bulletinss 24,00
Ink, paper,
stencils 25.00
Stamps 25,00
Misc. 50.00
5309.50 309.50
$2,205.75 5

(Budget for balance of year ending June 30, 1961 )
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Flicking white paint on high gables, climbing lad-
ders to whiten awning and mowing the grass all
come under the line of duty for Briatclff Methodist
Church mombers. Scen refurbishing their church
are represcntative members of move than 100 fami-
lied who came to paint last Saturday and roturn

{o finish the jobh this Saturday. The Rev.  Melton

McNeill, pastor, said, “It was hearlening 1o see

Methodists Paint Their Church House

men used 1o air-conditionlng and swank offices dur-
ing the week put on their old.dirty clothes and climb
ail over the bullding to sce their church painted.”
Although the: congregation has been meeting in
this building since 1960, it will become Sunday
school quarters when the new church building xoes
up. The foundation is scheduled to he laid in about
two wecks, (Siafl Photo—Churles Jackson)
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By ELIZABETH BEST
eaturs Writer

The Briarcliff Msthodist
‘hurch on Briavcliff Road in
central Dekalb is a large
amily-oriented church with

wide range of activities
shich appeal to people of ali
ges. Rev. Wiley Stephens is
he chureh’s present guiding
sree  with his  associate
astor, Richard Hunier,
orking a great deal in the
outh program there.

A siudent at  Candler

_ School of Theology, Hunter

organizes the young people’s
involvement in a number of
projects, ome of the most
unusual being an annual trip
to the Appalachian Moun-
tains of Kentucky.

Aecording {o Rev. Siep-
hens, this project offers the
church’s young members an
opportunity from which they

recelve a great’ deal of

satistaction.

“EH's a unigue opportunity
for our young people,” Rev.
Stephens said. “They go to
the Kentucky Appalachians
on a service project where
they work with the residents
in various construction pro-
jects. This program is open
only to the senicr highs and
they have to earn their way
up there.”

The junior high students
at Briarcliff Methodist are
involved in what they call
“Noah's Ark,” an ouireach

ministey to other young

people at the Panama City
beaches.

Rev. Stephens said pro-
grams such as those for the
youth are a sirong attraction
for the Central DeKalb
church.

"1 believe that our youth
program attracis more
families than. anything
else,” lie added,

The “‘anything else” to
which Rev. Stephens refers
are the other programs at
Briareliff Methodist Chureh
such as the “Briarcliff
Bams,” a clowning group
sponsored by the church,
scout {roops, intramural

‘sports  such  as  sofiball,

basketball "and volleyball,
special programs for retired
people, Sunday school
classes for the mentally
retarded, an active drama
club and five choirs.
Briarcliff Methodist also
plays host o a quilting group
Hev. Stephens feels is slight-
ly rerniniscent of years gone
by.
“Our qulting group is a

sort of Americana preserved

in suburbia,”’ he said.

Briarcliff Methodist
Church currently has 1,200
members. Worship services
are held twice each Sunday
at 8:45 and 11 a.m.
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YOUTH PROGRAM AND RANGE @F ACTIVITIES MAKE BRIARCLIFF ATTRACTIVE
Rev. Wiley Stephens Fesls Church Offers Quistanding Programs For All Ages




. Neighbor Want Ads/427-8431

targe, round orange fruils are seen on
orners of many busy streeis during the
{alloween zeason. Here, Ernie Botts of the
aleside area sits amidst 20 tons of pumpkins in
he churchyard of Briarcliff United Methodist.
The church sells pumpkins annuaily to help raise
money for & youth group preject that benefits

peverty-stricken areas in Kentucky. Next June,
the group will iravel to the Appalachia coal-
mining area to insulate and upgrade homes
there. The pumpkins are on sale daily from 10
a.m.-9 pm. and cost §1-6, depending on size.
(Staff Photo By Paul Efland)
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