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or Big Miller Grove

road 1o their long-anticipated
worship center was long one.

But on Feb, 2, Bishop Miles
Fowler and his congregation will
celebrate the completion of the new
$10 million facility with a ribbon
cutting ceremony and a dedication
service.

“Our members worked very hard
to make this vision come true,” said
Fowler, who has been pastor of the
church since 1977.

The 47,000-square-foot facility
that members, friends and well-
wishers will give thanks for at the
dedication service was on the
drawing board for seven years before
ground was broken in 1999,

It was completed in December
and on Dec. 8, church members
marched in a procession from their
old sanctuary next door to their new
home, which seats 1,500. Fowler
said that seeing the completion of the
building was “a feeling that was hard
to describe.”

“T was happy, ccstatic, grateful,
thankful and humble,” he said. “We
are really blessed by the Lord who
brought us to this point.”

In addition to a modern sanctuary

(2 Corinthian 6:1 6)

Schedule of Services
Sunday

Church School 9:30am

Missionary Baptist Church, the

Twill dwell in them and walk among them. |
will be their God and they shall be my people.

“Remember the

Bishop Miles Fowler has be
Lithonia since 197 7.

audio and closed circuit television,
the building has offices, classrooms,
aursery and a 100-seat children’s
church,

Fowler said they plan an adminis-
trative and education wing within the
next five years, and an assisted living
facility sometime later.

“We are building a City of
Refuge,” he said. “That is what this
church s about. That is what God
wanis us to do.” '

Fowler said God gave him the

560 LaDonna Drive
Decatur, Georgia 30032
(404) 292-5431

Promise;

S

en pastor of Big Miller Grove Baptist Church in

needs of the total man and build a
self-contained city that will deliver
manp spiritually, physically and
mentally.

To realize that mission, Big
Miller Grove operates 15 ministries
with outreaches in nursing homes,
prisons and hospitals. It also operates
two investment clubs that teach

financial freedom.

‘Big Miller Grove, which started
in 1909 in a founding member’s
home, was housed in six Yocations in
Lithonia before it bought the 30-acre
property on Salemn Road. When
Fowler arrived 26 years ago, the
church had 250 members, Today it
has more than 1,500.

In 1994, the church built a
Family Life Center thai the congre-
gation worshipped in until Jast
December.

With the completion of the new
sanctuary, the Family Life Center
has become a full-time recreational
facility with after-school, seniors’
and sports activities that include
basketball, acrobics and softball.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony
takes place at 2:45 p.m. Fowler will
speak at the dedication service at 3
p-m. Tours of the facility will be

‘offered at the end of the service.

Big Miller Grove is at 3800 Big
Miller Grove Way in Lithonia. For
more information, cal] 770-981-
3800 or visit www.bigmillergrove,
org.

The church s
new sanctuary
has state-of-
the-art videp
and audio -
systems and
seats 1,500,
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‘EarlyMoming - - 8:00AM : BibleStudy ~10:00AM
Sunday Moming . G45AM - - AWANA (uh!ldrcn sscrwce) 7:20PM
Regular Service RS AM _ BiblcSludy o 7:30 0PM
Ynuih Church - 11:15 AM
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BIG MILLER “GROVE

MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH .
~ 1 THE CITY OF REFUGE" :
1,500 BIG MILLER GROVE WAY
LlTHON!A GEORIGA 30038
£ Fowler, Pastor Res. Phone (404) 243-1674

At Ehc Tine « Gup o Bovd
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(404) 981-3800 Mm Miles
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Breakmg

Membera ‘of ‘the Bxg M1ller
Grove Missionary Baptist Church
in Lithonia will be worshipping in
n new ‘sanctuary within the next
year if plans go as scheduled,

rI‘he ehurch : ‘recently puichased
28 acres’of land at the corner of
Salem Road and Old Panola Road.
During the first phase of construc-
tion, A Big Miller Grove Life Cen-
ter will be built to serve as place of
worship until t.he mam edifice is
completed. |
; “Conatructxon for the Life Cen-
ter will ‘begin ‘in December and
should be ‘completed within six to
nine. months  pending the
weather," ‘said John Gordon, chair-
man of the Church ‘Building Com-
mittee,  “Phase Two  will be the

3 cunstructmn of “the 'permanent
Banctuary and w1ll begm in two
years e
After: completmn of the sanc-
tuary, the: Life Center. will become
a’ muliipurpose - bm}dmg and will
mclude ‘a college and : profesmonal
' size gymnagium for hasketball, vo!-
leyball and other. lecreatxonal ‘ac-
'tmtlea It will also include weight
' rooms, his and her ‘spas and aero-
‘bx_c acilities. A range of special
‘interest. courses wﬂl be ‘offered on
an ongoing. basis. In addition, com-
1mumt.y and prof‘esmonal organiza-
tions will be encouraged to utilize
the Life Center’s meeting spaces.
1t 'is our desive to build a city of
refuge that will’ ot ‘only meet the
needs of -our.congregation but
those’ in the community as well,”
iccordmg ‘to ‘Minister ‘Miles E.
Fowler, pastor of‘ B:g Ml!ler Grove
mnce 1977: SHSTR IR

BIG MILLER GROVE has been
in its: present location on . Panola
‘Road. since moving from a ‘houss

- ‘across - the 'street “where . it ‘was
founded 'in 1909, ‘The church eur-

. rently has two services on Sundays
in‘the present sanctuary built 16
years ago: to accommodate “their
cengregatmn of 1600, “We began
havmg an early mornmg worship
service three years ago in order to
eliminate the overcrowding condi-
tmns " says Pastor Fowler, “We
are: now ‘atfull capac:ty in . both
services ‘and have no room to ex-
pand in our present location.”

_ The 'community is invited to

A share in the ground-breaking cere-
mony. for the Life Center on Sun-
day, Sept, 27. A motorcade proces.
-sional will depart Big Miller Grove
:(2418 Panola Road) at 2 p.m. and
‘travel to the parking lot of Salem
-Presbyterian Church (5197 Salem
Rond), Additional parking will also

be. ..avaﬁable at tha Salem;
CrosamgsShoppmg Center, | After’

parkmg, participants  will ‘take

part in an organized walk to the -
ground breakmg cexemony site, -
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A D S
L 'Wmnmg One F@r The Cmss
'-;'-.:Blg Mllier vae Baptlst Chuu,h ran mto problems when llb ‘Iahdai.'d-

Sper,’ Raymond ‘Hurt,  and g]uundskeepel, - Bidney ‘Parker, built ‘a
iandscaped Cross to beaut_ify a hillside at the church. As one church

: sued the ichurch a citation charging that the cross
“wag blockmg vision at the intersection of Miller. Grove and Panola
_.__roads. Chureh members did two things: pray and appeal the utdtmn
~An apreement was reached with the county to leave the ¢ross in place |
:_'-but to lower its’ height by: ‘removing one’ layer of crossties, _
“Miles Fowler, pastor at Blg Miller Grove, and hlb wnle, Helen, ale
"‘shown w:th the wv:sed cr 0ss,

The Rev. e
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Helen Heath's .
Album Presented __w;‘_’l

The first solo album by Lithonia
evangelist Helen Heath was
presented at a debut concert at
Big Miller Grove Baptist Church,

where she is a member. ‘The
album by Gramercy Records, “An
Endless Praise,”’ features -back-
ground vocals by the Charles B.
Jackson Singers of West Colum-

bia, S.C. e [ %

‘/’—.-
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