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“Helping You Get Where God Wants You To Be.”

s

Church History

The History of Beulah Baptist Church 1896~ Present

"All the rivers run info the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers con
thither they retum again.” Ecclesiastes. 1:7

A river starts as a tiny trickle on a slope. Rainfall, snowfall, a spring or the melting of glacier ice me
be its source. As it flows downhill, it is joined by other trickles to make a brook. Other brooks, ac
their waters to form a stream which broadens into a creek. As the waters continue its downwai
journey, it gains in volume and becomes a river.

The Beufah River began as a small trickle as Reverend W. F. Paschall, Elbert Lofton, Sanc
Thomas, Easter Williams, Eliza Gaither, Will Rucker, Lou Reese and Lizzie Goldsmith gathered
Deacon Charlie Oliver's grocery store on Mayson Avenue in the northeast section of Allant:
Georgia, in June of 1896, Prayers began to be said and regular prayer meetings were started. Out:
the fellowship, seeds of faith sprouted, initiating the organization of a church and Beulah became
Brook. It was in November of 1896 that Rev. W. F Paschall formerly proposed the organization «
the Beulah Baptist Church. The following ministers were present; Rev. T. A Seals, Rev. Dorse
Gordon, Rev. Sam Barnes. Rev Henry White and Rev. Paul Scruggs and Beulah became a Strear.
Sis, Lizzie Allen became the first baptized member and Sis. Lizzie Goldsmith was the first mother «
the church. The Women's Home Mission Society, headed by Sis. Lula Paschall and the Sunde
School were the earliest auxiliaries formed at Bewlah.

Goals, new ideas and challenges were accepted by the congregation. Land was purchased fi
$100.00 at the corner of Wesley Avenue and Hardee Street. While waiting on the construction of t
wooden structure, believers were added and the congregation grew as they worshipped under
Brush Arbor. As the membership continued to increase, the need for a farger and more stable edific
was needed. At this time the wood structure was enlarged and bricked and the Beufah Slrea
became a River. Rev. Paschall continued his powerful preaching and faithful leadership for 33 yeal
and the Beufah River kept on rolling along. Rev. E. M. Johnson, a dynamic leader and an eloguel
speaker was called to Pastor from 1929 to 1935. He was succeeded by Rev. R. J. Hawk from 192
to 1936. Rev. C. A. Moore served as Pastor from 1937 to 1942. Rev B. R. Watls was the Past
from 1942 to 1948.

After the death of Rev. Walts, Reverend E. D. Thomas was called as Pastor in 1948. He was
powerful and dynamic leader. The church continued to grow and prosper. His progressive thinkir
had been instilled in the mind of the congregation. A building fund was established as the churg
took on the task of building a seventy-six thousand dollar educational annex. Under his leadershi
the first organ was purchased, new pews and carpet installed, the first scholarships were given
college freshmen and additional property was acquired and Beulah became the MIGHTY Beule
River.

We thank God for Rev Thomas and his twenty-six years of leadership as an humble and belove
Pastor. In January of 1975, the church was able to retire him with a pension so that he could enjc
his later years until his death in January of 1978. The hearts of many cherish the memory of th
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mighty man of God.

At various points a river changes it's course as it flows to it's final destination. In 1975 the Beula
river changed its course. On the first Sunday in June the congregation moved from 1636 Harde
Street to 2046 Sage Lane, in a beautiful edifice located in the southeast section of Atlanta, Georgie
It was a glorious occasion long to be remembered by many. The location of 1536 Hardee Street Wi
always be a cherished memory.

Rey, Litleton Price was the Pastor for a brief time and Rev. Jennie Jones served as interim Pastc
after his departure. In 1978, Reverend Jimmie L. Smith, a youthful and dynamic preacher, wa
called. He was a modern and progressive leader. He reinstated prayer services, bible study, tutorin
classes for young people, new member classes and counseling, four vans and two buses wer
purchased. The church's outreach into the community was evident by the organization of the Bo
and Gitl Scout troops, as well as many sport programs. Several auxiliaries and departments wer
formed and the church parking lot was completed. One of the great highlights was the burning of th
church mortgage on January 27, 1985.

Reverend Zeddie Scott served as interim pastor from 1990 until 1991. In August of 1991, th
Reverend Jerry D. Black was called to pastor of Beulah Baptist Church. He was officially installed i
February of 1992 and this man of God, the former "Arkansas Huiricane”, arrived with sleeves rolle
up, an earnest commitment to God and an humble servant spirit. The charismatic teadership of th
Reverend Jerry D. Black has led fo additional auxiliaries being added to the church, the formation
many Christ-centered organizations, the establishment of a Department of Christian Education an
growth in the Mission Department.

After much prayer and direction from the Lord, Reverend Black shared with the congregation hi
vision to construct a new edifice which would again change the course of the Mighty Beulah Rive.
The congregation wholeheartedly embraced his vision and the work began to make the vision
reality.

Blessings were showered down on the Beulah family, land was found, financing obtained an
perhaps much quicker than expected, a buyer for the Beulah Lane (renamed in ) location wa
identified. With the sale of this location in December of 1996, the Beulah family moved to the interir
location of 3653 Memorial Drive. While in the interim location, various tributaries began to flow int
the Mighty Beulah River causing many souls to be saved, the church to grow spiritually, numericall
and financially.

The tiny trickle that began in 1896, the Mighty Beulah River once again will change its course as
moves to its third location in 103 years, to 2340 Clifton Springs Road on October 31, 1899, it is th
same River with the same destination, the Mighty Beulah River that flows to the throne of God.
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With the opening of the new facility, the church will offer programs ranging from tutoring
sessions and sports-team to mentoring mmmmanm and fitness classes.

ing artist Vickie Winans will help Pastor

Jerry Black and the Beulsh Baptist Church

family celebrate msm opening of their $13.3
million Community
mm.B&‘ Life Center on
Ang. 12,

. Winans; who is set
to .release her mew-
est CD, “Woman to
Woman” this month,
will performata 7 pam.

~concert that will culmi-

Vickie %mmmm

facility.

Winans Wmm 2 Stellar Award for Album
of the Year and has 2 Gramay nomination
for Best Female Contemporary and for
‘Best Soul Gospel Album. She has also been
-pominated as Best Female Vocalist and for
Best Video.

The 69,000-square-foot center, built
next door to Beulah’s sanctuary on Clifton
Springs Road in Decatur, features one of the
i few indoor heated lap pools in the county,
- a high performance wood basketball court
* with six goals, an elevated track, weight
. Toom thatis equipped with free weights, and
cardiovascular equipment like treadmills,
stair masters and elliptical trainers.

The Beulah Community Family Life
Center also has a theater that will seat
Inore than 1,500 people, game room, book
 Stoze, youth lounge; computer lab, library,

&rts and crafts room,; concessions area and

conference rooms with state of-the
- -art au~
diofvideo capebilities,

With the opening of the new facility,

mmeE%.moBEmﬁ& momw& mmno&- .

: pate a day of tours and -
health mnﬂmmmﬁmm. at mum :

the church will offer services and programs

“for youth and adulis ranging from tutoring
sessions, competitive, recreational and in-
tramural sports teams to mentoring sessions
and fitness classes. .

The 9 am. to 3 p.m.-open house that
mﬁmn&mm the corcert will include health
screenings, tours of the facility and a variety
of community vendors, food, prizes and
giveaways. It is free and open to the public.

The concert is free and tickets can be

~ picked up at the open house.

Beulah Baptist Church is at 2340 Clifton
Springs Road in Decatur. For more infor-
mation, visit www.beulahbaptist.org or call
404-241-3307.

| “Come on and m.m a ﬁaﬁ of the vision.”

First %awns Church is an Afrocentric Christian ‘uﬁaﬁnq :
that empowers women, men, youth and children to move.
from membership to Nma&mwmm.«h ir the n_«ﬁﬂnm‘ nnauusu...a«&\
and the Sol._&

5197 mmaa_xoma .

sty Sorvise” Lithonia, GA 30038

45 a.m. 245 aun. - o
Join us for Bible Study “We are building
Wednésdays at7 pam... - far beyond our years.”

‘ProTos By McKenzie lackson f CrossRoanshews .

% Em Center

Work crews Em_‘m
busy Monday
putting the finishing
touches on the
69,000-square-foot
Beulah Community
Family Life Center
that is opening
JAug. 12 with tours

P "] " and other festivities
B -] amd a free gospel

* goncert.

" Rev.Dr.MarkA.Lomax -
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With the opening of the new facility, the church will offer programs ranging from tutoring
sessions and sports team to mentoring sessions and fitness classes. _

Grammy-nominated gospel record-
ing artist Vickie Winans will help Pastor
Jerry Black znd the Beulah Baptist Church
family celebrate the opening of their $13.5
million Community
Family Life Center on
Ang. 12.

Winans, who is set
to release her new-
est CD, “Woman to
Woman” this month,
will performata 7 p.m.
concert that will cuimi-
nate a day of tours and
health screenings at the
. facility.

Winans has a Stellar Award for Album
of the Year and has a Grammy nomination
for Best Female Contemporary and for
Best Soul Gospel Album. She has also been
nominated as Best Fernale Vocalist and for
Best Videc.

The 69,000-square-foot center, built
next door to Beulah’s sanctuary on Clifton
Springs Road in Decatur, features one of the
few indoor heated lap pools in the county,
a high performance wood basketball court
with six goals, an elevated track, weight
room that is equipped with free weights, and
cardiovascular equipment like treadmills,
stair masters and elliptical trainers. .

The Beulah Community Family Life
Center alsc has a theater that will seat
more than 1,500 people, game room, book
store, youth lounge, computer lab, library,
arts and crafts roorm, concessions area and
conference roorns with state-of-the-art au-
diofvideo capabilities.

With the opening of the new facility,

Vickie Winans

=

the church will offer services and programs
for youth and adults ranging from tutoring
sessions, competitive, recreational and in-
tramural sports teams to mentoring sessions
and fitness classes.

The 9 am. to 3 p.m. open house that
precedes the concert will include health
screenings, tours of the facility and a variety
of community vendors, food, prizes and
giveaways. It is free and open to the public.

The concert is free and tickets can be
picked up at the open house. ,

Beulah Baptist Church is at 2340 Clifton
Springs Road in Decatur. For more infor-
1nation, visit www.beulahbaptist.org or call
404-241-3307.

Puotos By McKenzie Jackson [ CrossRoansNews

i

“Come on and be a part of the vision.”

First Afrikan Church is an Afrocentric Christian Ministry
that empowers women, men, youth and children to mouve
from membership to leadership in the church, community
and the world. : .

; ot 5197 Salem Road
P, D Y h
Vosship Service. Lithonia, GA 30038
Sundays at ‘ 0 S
745 am. & 10:45 a.m. G
e pe - -
Join us for Bible Study “We are building .
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Jar beyond our years.

celebrate opening of Family Life Center

Work crews were
busy Monday
putting the finishin
touches on the
69,000-square-foo
Beutah Community
Family Life Center
that is opening
Aug. 1.2 with tours
and other Testivities
amd & free gospel
concert.

Rev.Dr. Mark A.Lomax




BEULAH. CHURCH . ‘ .
~ Rules of Conduet for Cholr No. 1.
Rehersel begins prompbly ab B:00 PM to 9:30, Bugines bhegling

- promptly ab 930,

3o

All members are bo stay throughout the meeting, unless they have
a lawful exeusse,

Any member not present st rehersal before the lst and 3rd Sundays

- must not come to the cholr stand,

b
Be
6@

Any member chewing gum during rehersal or service will be fined 25¢

Any menber talking except the president or plsnist will be fined 25¢g

Members accessories thal are placed on the pulpit bannlister during

~ vehersel or service will be fined 25¢,

1s
8o

A11 heads, robes and collars must be neat at all times,

Esch member 1s to be at service one Sunday night each month or

be fined $1,00,

e
10,

Any member late and come in during devotion is fined 25¢

Any member under the influence of alcohol at any tlme at the church

- will be sent down before the board.

11,
12,

13,
Ao

15,

Any invitation the cholr recelved and vote to go_and‘the members
dontt go will be fined 50¢ wotliout lawful excuse,

Any member sbsent lj meetings must go before the commitiee,

Bach member must pay thelr snnlversayy fee, _

A1) mewbers must be robed abt all time or pay a fine of $1.00, Tt
was mobloned and seconded that the men mugt wear black robes in
September,

Bach member must pay their dues which is 30¢ per month and it must

 be pald within L meetings,

16,

Any member 9itting in the audlence must pay a fine of 50¢ without a

lawful excuse,

-



(2)

17, Whatever the cholr puts on each mewber wmust cooperave In it or be
fined $1,00 without legal excuse, |

18, The plenist must hit the plano ab 113 00p 3 309 andl 7%30 on lut,

 Sundays end 11330 end 7330 - 3rd, Sundeys or be fined $1OOOQ

19, A $5,00 floral will be given to eech member relative,

20, A belegram will be sent to distant relatives and flowers will be
given to faithful mothers and deacons, 7

2L, If you fail to notify the cholr of desth In your famlly you will
not be given any money after funeral. 7

o2, Tf the oritic fall to bring in & veport she iz fined $1.00,

23, These rules muet be read sy often as the president see Tlt, .

2o It was motioned and seconded to have the rules btyped.

25. It was motioned and.seoond@d thet the ladies oould wear small ear
ringsd, 7

26, A%y momheyr absent the Tirst Sunday morning and evening withéut a
1éﬁfu1.exeuse wlll be finéd %1?00 sach time., The president and vicew
president will be fined double, which is $l}.00,
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