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inside the <ity limits of Stone
Mountain. church currently
has abeut 300 members.

“The ondy thing we had to
ook forward o was the church
and the community,” recalled
the Rev. Woodson Morris, 63, the
former assistant pastor at Beth-
Seidy.

CApparing in the Rethsaida
videotaPe are mma Greene, 80,
a' Bethsaida member for 70
u:.,x:..f_m fiie Rev. James Chandler,
25, pastor of the churcly; and the
Rev, Morris, who is known as the
“Son of Bethsaida” because he
grew up  worshiping at the
church.

He continues to fellowship
and tthe with Bethsaida, al-
though e now is pastor of Phila-
deipli  Baptist Church in At-
lanta,

Be asalda has existed on the
same  ote for nearly 123 years,
despit.> being located in & histor-
ic mecting area of the Ku Klux
Klan,

Rallie s, cross-burnings nearby
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itayed by its Lis-
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_ es Yenable, former impe-
vial  wizacd of the National
Ko rghes of the Ko Klux Klan, is a
re, sident of Stone Meuntain,
whiere s il cross-burnings
haiive been held on Family-owned
P operty.

“We never had any problems

-

worith the Klan,” the Rey, Morris -

shaid. “They would g0 their way,
+and we would go our way.”

i - Mrs. Greene said racial con-

| ditions for blacks in Stone Moun- _

Ctain were better than in many
other cities she visited,

Mrs. Greene, who is married
to a former professional baseball
playerin the Negro Leagues, said
she cpuld have ive¢  anywhere
she vianted. |

1868 under a.bush arbor by the

“We chose to live in Stone
Mountain,” she said. “We were.
friendly with each other {blacks
and whites], but we knew our
places.”

Although the Klan conducted '
marches through town, neither
the church nor the community
encountered violence.

But Mrs. Greene recalls her
father standipg at the door with
an ax during one march so he
could protect hig family if a
Klansman tried to enter.,

The Rev. Chandler said the
Klan still meets about three
blocls away from the church.

Bethsaida was founded in

sons of freed slaves. Church
members held services in the
shade of the arbor until a wooden
structure was built in the late
1800s.

“You could sit in the church
and see the stars at night because
of the holes in the root,” the Rev,
Morris said.

After slavery ended in 1865,
most male residents of Sherman-
town worked on the mountain
splitting granite, while the wom-
en did maid work.

Although  the townspeople
made low wages, they still con-
tributed significant portions of
their earnings and labor to bujld
the churcl’s current building in
the early 19203,

Alter work, church members
were permitted to chip stones
from the mountain at no charge,
“My daddy helped cut the rock
from the mountain, and my uncle
helped haul the brick on horse
and wagon to build the church,”
Mrs, Hall said, ,

The 'members never com-
plained about the hard work and
living conditions. “We didn’t
know of nothing else,” Mrs.
Greene said.

She said she never consid-
ered changing churches,

“I love it,” she said. “If you
are a child of God, he is in every
church. I wili remain here until T ~

am with God.”







Stone Mouniain, GA
Rethsaida Church 853 Fourth Street, Stone Min., GA
30083 was founded by Rev. R.H. Burson. Rev.
Bursen traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with
General Sherman after the Civil War to gather information
on the rights of the Freedmen.
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he adage, “You car’t know where you're
going if you don’t know where you've
been,” is ofter: referenced by African-
Americans determined to retain their history.

But residents of Shermantown — a biack
community in Stone Mountain that dates to
1870 — are just as concerned that the history is
recalled correctly.

Many of them want to completely disassoci-
ate their community from the Stone Mountain
that “outsiders” think of, the Stone Mountain of
the Ku Klux Klan, where rallies and cross
burnings were annua events,

Residents such as 55-year-old Gloria Brown
prefer to delineate new images as clear cut as

Shermantown is peaceful place  a good piace to i
like everybody thinks.

$et in stone: The|28-year-old Bethsaida Baptist Church
is memorialized for posterity on a Smithsonian videotape.
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those immortalized on the side of the mountain.

The Shermantown that Brown takes pride in
is the one built up by freed slaves who once
labored in Stone Mountain's granite quarries.

Shermantown got its name, according to the
book “Georgia 100 Years Ago,” because Gen.
Wiltiam T. Sherman had barracks set up in the
areq when he occupied Atlanta.

“Eyerybody fimured we were torn between
black and white because of the KKK,” said
Brown, who-still lives in the same Third Street
home where she was born. “I¢’s not at ail like

. everybody thinks. We played ball with the
white children even before integration and
never had a problem.

“We get an image here as a racial town, and
we've never had any racial problems.”

In her teens, Brown recalled, she and her

. famity received a visit she’ll never
forget.

“There was a Klansman in town
this particular weekend, and his car
ran hot. He knocked on our door
and asked my father for a bucket of
water. . . . My father gave it to him
and the Klansman said, "Thank
%o.c..- n

When her father clesed the door,
Brown said his reaction was simply,
“You never know who might one
day help you.”

Shermantown resident Eva
Green, 73, also cited nothing but
peaceful times,

“It was true the KKK came here
from all over to have their rallies,
and because of that, everyone just
labaled this town as racist, and it

7

\.\ V\N \w‘\m\l..‘\. KN\N@ ,..L‘

4

wasn’t,” Green said. “In fact, what I've always
liked about this community is the family atmo-
sphere, not just between blacks, but blacks and
whites. That's why I'm still here.”

Green, who moved to Shermantown in 1951
from Atlanta, said she never experienced any
racial turmoil as a resident or business owner.

The former owner of “Eva’s House of
Curls,” a Shermantown beauty shop stitl in
operation, said white residents from “all over
would also patronize her husband's neighbor-
ing cafe, “Henry’s Grill”

Like Green, Brown also cites the
community’s “close ties that bind” as a reason
for remaining.

“If you get sick, someone’s here to help you.
... If my kouse were to burn down tonight, as
many white people would come to my rescue
as blacks,” she said.

Shermanfown has heavy spiritual affilia-
tions, with at least five houses of worship.

Bethsaida Baptist Church, 853 Fourth St,,
was founded in 1868 by the sons of freed
siaves. Built with rock chips from the moun-
tain, it has existed on the same site even
though a Klan meeting area was in close prox-
imity. )

The church is on a videotape collection at
the Smithsonian Institution’s Anacostia African
American Museum in Washington because of
its importance to the Shermantown cormmuni-

ty.

Shermantown’s younger leaders, like 23-
year-old Triwanna Benton, are just as optimis-
tic about its future.

“ feel that blacks and whites have definitely
come together,” said the Stone Mountain
Civics Club vouth divector.
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«we: Gloria Brown, standing at her mailbox, says Stone Mountain is “not at all
» She lives in the same Shermantown house where she was born.
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