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For Second Summer

By GAINES BREWSTER

Tast DeKalb’s seasonal recrea-
tional program, including summer
day camp activitites, is bustling —
despite a Lithonia gym f{loor that’s
buckling.

Apparently affected by en-
trapped and retained moisture, the
vesult of two months of frequent
yain showers, the gymnasinm’s
wooden floor contains cracks,
lumps and ripples. A similar prob-
lem — buckling wood panels — also
closed the gym last suinmer.

The Licious Sanders Recrea-
tional Facility, part of Lithonia’s
Bruce Street Humean Hesouvces
Center, offers all-day summer pro-
grams fo underprivileged children.

Commenting on the recurring
floor problem:, Al Sheppard, center
leader and recreational director,
paid, “Cur summer program, in-
volving 1560 Lithonia area youths,
continues. It has hampered, but
not stopped our camp. We're work-
ing around the problem; deing
more things outside and also going
to other places.”

While the main floor of the gym
is “off-Himits,” youngsters ages six
to 12, use other make-shift facili-
ties to play basketball and hand-
ball. Relay races are held outside.
The youths alse participate in
swim meets at the nearby city pool
and take field trips to Chattachoo-
chee River Reserve, Stone Moun-
tain State Park, and metroe amuse-
ment parks.

The present gym floor was in-
atalled in April, 1987, as part of a
$1.7 million conversion of the
former school building inte a comi-
munity recreational center. The
.parquetry system, considered one
of the best methods, was used in
‘construcking the gym floor at a cost
‘of $51,800. To covrect and replace
warped and water damaged wood
panels, repairs in 1988 cost $4200.

ASKED TO identify a probable
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cause Tor the ﬁoqria condition, a °
retired Lithonia architect/builder -

suggested such damage could be a
result of excess groundwater, inad-
equate drainage and lack of suffi-
cient vapor barriers. When cor-
vectly prepared and properly :ap-
plied, he indicated, a parquetry
system is a good, long-lasting and
serviceable floor, Generally, when
erecting such a floor, conbractors

and engineers insist on good drain-

age, well-packed foundations, ab

least two vapor barriers consisting

of either roofing felt or poly-vinyl,
and waterproof adhesive, ' .

Jim Cone, director of the
county’s Recreation, Parks and
Cultural Affairs Department,
which administers the day camp
program, acknowledged, “This
floor is something they have had

trouble with.” DeKalb Commis-

sioner John Fletcher, whe repre-
sents the Lithonia area, declared,
“T would consider the closing of the
gymnagium a gevere blow to the
residents and the kids of that
community.”
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By BIEVE PEASLEY

Manuel Maloof has 2 miystery on
his hands. = '

What's causing moisture be-
neath the floor of an old Lithonia
gymnasium?

The DeKalb Chief Executive OF
ficer says his building experts are
‘doing -all they can o {ind an
ANSWET.

/It can’t come s0UR enough for
- Dislrict b Connnigsioner dJohn

Fletcher.

‘He wants the buckled gym floox
repaired and the gym reopened as
quickly as possible. His southeast
DeKalb constituenis who use the
gym’ are equally concerned about
three weeks of delays, he told the
cojntby commission last week.

‘Mr., Fletcher's insistence on un-
derstanding the nature of the prob-
lem, who caused it and when it's
guing to be coyrected was about all
Mi. Maloof could take in what was
the comnission's regular work ses-
sion lust week. e

‘At the end of the lengthy discus
sign of gym floor problems, the
CIEO lashed out at the district
cominissioner, accusing him of
playing to the news media.

“you can beat something to
death and look good in the newspa-
per,”’ gaid Mr. Maloof, suggesting
that Mr. Fletcher's push for infor-
mbtion was 80 “the media can go
ba'nanas.”
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My, Fletcher denied having any.
guch ~motive, He ‘said he's “only
interested in getbing the gym
opened up” and "making it a safe

pla_ce for kids."”

TTHE OLD Bruc_e_St_re'et gymna-

sl wos built in 1960 as part of
an elementary sehool that was sold
by the school system to the county
as surplus properiy in 1971,

The county converied the Lith-
onia property to corumunity use
with $1.7 million in federal funds

in 1987 and named the facility the
Lucious Sanders Community Cen-.

ter. 1t now houses geveral human
gervice agencies, and the gym is a
fuvorite play area for youths living
in the area. o ’ :

The original gym floor was re
moved three years ago as part of

_the center renovation, The new one

buckled last summer and cost the
county $4,200 Lo vepair, A leaky
voof was blamed. St

Last week, M. Flelcher was
critival of the county’s decision to
make the most recent ficor a $50,-
000 parquet type. It's 26 percent
more expensive than gtandard
hardwood floors, he gaid. '

He also attempted o determine
who was responsible for the instal-
lation specifications, hinting the
puckling problem might be related.
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Rec Center Queens Crowned

The Lucious Sanders Recreation Center yvecently held its Fall Talent
Pageant and crowned its queens in the “Miss' and “Junior Miss”
divisions. In lop photograph are Twanda Houston, center, who was
crowned the winner in the Miss Lucious Sanders Recreation Center
competition, Tamika Zackery, left, first runner up and Tracy
Bundage, second runner up; in bottom photo are Tijuanna Manuel,
center, Jr. Miss winner, Jennifer Houston, left, second runner up,
and Yelanda Sheppard, first runner up, The pageani winners will
present their talent in the second annual DeKallb County Talenl
Showcase, December 1, at 7 p. m., al the Decatur Federal Sky
Room, 250 East Ponce de Leon Avenue, Decatur.
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