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THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1981

The 88th I“amlly Dollar
Store m Georgia and the
443rd ‘in :the fast-growing
North - Caxohna hased .dis-
count “variety . chain ~will
open in Lithonia on Thuls-
day,’ June 4.

‘The new sto:e, located in

Lithonia ‘Plaza, ‘Main and
Boulevard wﬂl open at 10
a.m. -
Local officials and Fam-
ily ‘Dollar execulives will
take part in a brief ribbon
cutling ceremony at the
main -entrance to Lthe store
immediately before the
opening, The company ex-
pects a large crowd to at-
tend the ribbon cutting and
take advantage of special
grand opening sale prices
afterward,

William Stoneking will
be the slore manager. Bill
and his wife, Mona, are
moving to Lithonia from
Columbus where he has
been working in Family
Dollar's Manager ,Training
Program.

Jim Seagraves, vice-pres-
ident of store operations,
said, “Family Dollar’ looks
{orwald to locating in Lith-
onla and being part of a fine
‘business market.” Lee Jan-
sen, the firm's district man-
ager for the area said,
“Family Dollar ofters excel-
lent employment opportun-

ities in’ this area and
throughout the Southeast.
As many local people as

possible will be employed at- -

the new store.” In addition,
Jansen added that Family
Dollar is a rapidly expand-
ing company and always
interested in talking with
management trainee candi-
dates,

The store will carry a
complete line of merchan-
dise for the [family and
home, including clothing
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health and
housewares,

and shoes;
beauty aids,
school supplies, candy,

toys, paint and auto sup-
plies.

Family Dollar was
founded in 1959 with a
single store in Charlotte,
North Carolina and today is
the fastest growing retail
discount chain in the
Southeast. There are more
than 3,183,500 square feet
of tolal sales space in the
chain's 443 stores.

The company presently
operates in the two Caroli-
nas, Georgia, Mississippi,
Alahama, Florida, Tennes-
see, Virginia, West Virginia,
and Kentueky. The General
Offices and Distribution
Center are located in Char-
iotte, North Carolina. -

Family Dollar Stores,
Inc., is a publicly-held com-
pany with stock traded on
the New York Stock Ex-
change under the symbel
“FDOM ’




W Thre “southeastern DeKa]b mowe theater
Co‘m:ty city of Lithonia suffer- ;
ed another disaster last week-

"used as a -warehouse for the

'engi when a fire broke eut in ‘ho't been determmed what

the city’s major shopping cen-
tér, destroying four shops and
damagmg several others be-
fore flremen extmguished the

blaze : S

'I‘ius fzre came four months
td the day after a fire gutted .
{hé ‘upper story of Lithonia
- City. Hall, damaging ecity of-
fices and police headquarters
to‘the fune of $35,000. City
Hall is across the parkmg lat
from Sundays fire, -

More than 50 DeKalb Coun— .

ty firemen battled smoke and
mist for several hours hefore
a) «combination of rain and
.. well-built fire walls brought

“Pohce Chief Wallace Moore
Baid the five started in the
.. center of the 3-year-old shop-
- Wibg center, around the old

) '.caused the blaze

TUAs in the clty ha]I fire last 3
‘May,,

' suffered 'massive
" Several ofher stores nearhv

~ smoke and water damage, '

et

‘the blaze into submission, {4

firefighters . were

“plagued in their efforts by a
fack of water pressure and
~had to summon additional |
pressure from the DaKalb
Water and Sewer Department

Wlld’
and the old theater were com-
pletely gutied while Cheney's
.Wholesale bedding company
damage,

veceived large degrees.of

- Chelf Moore said had it not
been for the fire walls in the

shopping center he believes
"the blaze could have possibly

destroyed the entn‘e shoppmg
complex. Yo

i

No damage estmmates have

w!uch is bemg .

Lithonia Furniture Co. It has _$1_ million,” .-

Department ‘Store|”

been glven but itis beheved
the figures could be as high as




Lithonians feel sick inside
eek as they lock at the
charred ruins in a large
portion of the new Lithoniz
Plaza in downtown Lithonia,
blackened by flames Sunday
afternoon. .

Tn 2 short thme the fire
completely devoured Wild’s
Department Store, Cheney's
whaolesale place and Lithonia
Furnityre Store’s warehouse
in the theatre building. Half
Price Factory Outlel, a
ladies apparel store on the
lower level of the Plaza, was
burned overhead and
coveraed with water and
débris from the overhead
ceiling. Their merchandise
was nob burned, Nibbles,
Watkins Jewelry, P&S
Hleciric, Marilyn's Magic
Mirror beauty salon, One
‘Hour Martinizing and
Wages, Landers & Wages all
received wakter and smoke
dawage but were doing
business as usual Monday.
American Home Hard-
ware received congiderable
water znd smoke damage
bt Jog Keown, owner said
that hopefully they will be
cleaned up in & few days and

2
3

back to normal MEM Ap-
oliance & Furniture Co.,
whose building apparenily

ezcaped damage, svacuated

belp

ckmaon, pregident

Women; black and

v io save the
merchandise.
Store

was open for business at the
iime of the fire. By the time
employess were told io
evacuate the building, which
they did immediately, the
store was completely en-
veloped in smoke and flames
and  the roof collapsed
shorfiy thereafter. There
was no time o save any of
the merchandise.

This was 2 three alrm fire,
with 8 pumpers aod 2 aerial
units., According to Acting
Deputy C.L. Rogers, the fire
wag “‘well involved” when
they arrived with the
equipment, shorily after the
first alarm at 3:3¢ p.m.

Firemen worked through
the might Sunday and were
still at the scene all day
Monday making sure the
smeking ruins did nol
rekingle into flames.

Low water pressure in the
city is believed to have
prevented firemen from

xtinguished the fire earlier.

DeKalb Fire Chief D.P.
Martin was at the scene
Sunday directing efforts of
the fire department. Acting
Deputy C.L. Rogers and
Captain  Joe Myers, with
Station # 14 just outside
Lithonia were alse assisting
with the effort.

J.T. Morgan, head of
Morgan Properties, who
recently purchased the

Plaza property from Horace
Fengiey, said this weelk that
he hopes to have ihe Plaza
rebuilt 25 soon as possible
and in as good or better
condition than before the
fire. He said thaf Morgan
Black Construction Com-
pany is beginning the clean
up this weelk in preparation
for the rebuilding. Mr.
Morgan said he hopes W
have all the Plaza tenanis

back in business ag soon as
possible.

v

" An Afternooi Fire in

1 Lithonia Plaza Sunda
‘Center. Pictures show'the damage. .~

..wna:ww_a @m{.mm.aﬁma.: u,o m.m.m.».m.

of the 'S



	DeKalb-History-Center-Business & Industry; Shopping Malls Shopping Plazas, Lithonia Plaza, 1
	DeKalb-History-Center-Business & Industry; Shopping Malls Shopping Plazas, Lithonia Plaza, 2

